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D R SWIFT 



FROM JUDGE NUTLET.* 

SIR, Dublin, Xov. 2], 1713. 

I CANNOT help teTling joa that I tluDk jcu do me 
great wroog in chai^ig me wiih being too ciTil, and 
with want of pliunness in my letlen to jou. If jou 
win be abundant in your favours to me, how can I for- 
bear thanking you ? and if jou will call that by a 
wrong name, that is your fault, and not mine. I hope 
I shall be able to convince you of your mistake, by 
putting you in thefiace of the party obliged ; and then I 
will show you, that J can be as ready as you are in do- 
ing good offices lor a friend, and vheu I have done than, 
can treat you as you do roe, aa if you were the bene- 
factor, and I had received the fovour : I am sony I did 
not keep a copy of my letter to you, that I might com- 
pare it with that which I shall have from you, whenever I 

* Mr. Rid»rd Nndef went to Irdand as couuei to the commis- 
•tODcn of the forfeited estates in that kingdom; and acquired such 
pradiee as enabled him to allov Mr. William N«tle7« a dissipated 
ddcr bratlKr in Eosland, 3002. a year out of his pra6fta, in lieu of aa 
estate «r 140L a year, which he was fearfol would be alienated from 
IfeiMilr. WUliam was the author of a little poem, called *« Dr, 
Tiifrliii'n Advice to Lady Dnnley;** and when his circumslaBCCs 
I the decline, received a BNSt BohkboMftctioD from that 
F. 
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2 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

shall be so happy as to receive one from you upon that 
subject ; for I am thoroughly persuaded, you will theo 
as much outdo mc in civility of expression, as you do 
now in the power of conferring favours. 

By this time, I hope, I have satisfied you, that it is 
fit for me (and I am rosolved) to express the sense I 
have of your friendship in as high a manner as I can, 
until I liave an opportunity of making a better return-: 
but to show you, that it is as uneasy to me to write civil 
things, as it can be to you to read them, I will, as oftfea 
as I can, do you services, that I may not be at tlie trou- 
ble or bear the reproach of being complaisant. 

I am so much a philosopher as to know tiiat to be grea(« 
is to be, but not to be thought, miserable ; and I am of 
the opinion of those among them, who allow retaliation ; 
and therefore, since you have declared your intention 
of loading me with cares, I will, as far as I can, make 
you sensible of the hurt you do me, by laying a like 
burden upon yoj. 

I thank you most sincerely for the clear and full in- 
formation you have given me of your grand church af- 
fair. It entirely agrees with my judgment; for I do 
think that what you propose will be the best service that 
has been done to this church and kingdom since the 
restoration, and the dojng it soon will be of great ad- 
vantage to the queen's afTairs at this juncture. For, it 
lias been given out among the paily, that the ministry 
have an eye toward the whigs, and that if they now ex- 
ert themselves, they will soon have an open declaration 
in their favour: we have a remarkable proof of this; 
for Mr. Broderick has engaged a considerable number 
of the parliament men (many of them not of his party) 
to promise him their votes for speaker, by telling thcnr 
he has th^ approbation of the ministry and lord lieute- 
rant; and since his grace has made koowo her majea> 
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ty^s pleasure, a new word is girea out, that the liberties 
of the people are in the last daDger, aod that the crown 
is attemptiog the ooniiiiatioD of a speaker. I owo I am 
DO politician ; but I think I understand the posture of 
affairs here, and I am assured that the church partj k 
so strong, that if any thii^ be done on your side to ex- 
cite their zeal, and discourage their adFersaries, there 
will be but a short struggle here. But if the whigs are 
permitted to hope, or what' is as bad, to boast of their 
expectations, and nothing is done, to enable others to 
confute them, they will, it is probable, be able to gire 
trouble to the government; and what is now easy to be 
effected, will become difficult by delay ; and I fear, the 
want of doing this in time will occasion some uneasiness 
to the Duke of Shrewsbury ; for to this is owing the 
doubtful dispute, who shall be speaker. 

I have showed your letter to the gentleman chiefly 
concerned in it : this I did, because I knew it would 
produce a full expression of his sentiments ; and I can 
assure you, whatever occasion may^ave been given you 
to think what yon say in your letter, he has a true sense 
of your friendship to him. I will be guarantee, that 
according to the power he has, he will be ready to serve 
you, and that in kind. 

My lord chancellor will send you his own thanks. I 
am, most truly and sincerely. 

Tours, &c 



FROM MR. POtE. 

suy BinfieU Dec. 8, 1713. 

Nm to trouble you at present with a recital of all 
my oUigationa to yoo, I shall only mention two 
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vhich I take particularly kind of j^ou: your desire 
that I should write to you, and your proposal of giving 
me twenty guineas to chan«;e my religion ; which last 
you must give me leave to make the subject of this let- 
ter. 

Sure no clerg^'mau ever offered so much out of his 
own purse for the sake of any religion. It is almost 
AS many pieces of gold, as an Apostle could get of sil- 
ver, from (he priests of old, on a much more valuable 
consideration. I believe it will be better worth my 
while to propose a change of my faith by subscription, 
than a translatiop of Homer. And, to convince you 
how well disposed I am to the reformation, I shall be 
content, if you can prevail with my lord treasurer and 
the ministry to rise to the same sum each of them, on 
this pious account, as my Lord Halifax has done on the 
profane one. I am afraid there is no being at once a 
poet and a good Christian; and I am very much 
straightened between the two, while the whigs seem will- 
ing to contribute as much to continue me the one, as you 
would to make me the otiier. But, if you can move 
eveiy man in the government, who has above ten thou- 
aand pounds a year, to subscribe as much as yourself, I 
shall become a convert, as most men do, wheo the Lord 
turns it to my interest. I know they have the truth of 
religion so much at heart, that they would certainly 
give more to have one good subject translated from po- 
pery to the church of England, than twenty Heatlien- 
ish authors out of any unknown tongue into oui*s. I 
therefore commission you, Mr. Dean, with full authority 
to transact this affair in my name, and to propose as fol- 
lows : First, that as to the head of our church, the pope, 
I may engage to renounce his power, whensoever I shall 
receive any particular indulgences from the head ol 
your church, the queen. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 6 

As to commankatioD in ooe kind, I shall also pro- 
mise to cbai^ it for communion in IxMh, as soon as the 
ministiy vill allov me. 

For invocations to saints, mine shall be turned to dedi- 
cadoos to sinners, irhen I ^all find the great ones of 
tins world as wiltii^ to do me anj good, as I believe 
those of tiie other are. 

Tou see I shall not be oh^inate in the main points ; 
bat there is one mtkle I must reserve, and which jou 
seemed not unwitting to allow roe, prajer for the dead. 
There are people to whose souk I wish as well as to my 
own; and I must crave leave, humblj to lay before 
them, that, though the subscriptions above mentioned will 
suffice for myself there are necessary perquisites and 
additions, which I must deraaiKi on the score of this 
charitable article. It is also to be considered, that the 
greater part of those, whose souls I am most concerned 
for, were unfortunately heretics, schbmatics, poets, pain- 
ters, or persons of such lives and manners, as few or no 
churches are willing to save. The expense will there- 
fore be the greater, to make an effectual provision for 
the said souls. 

Old Ihyden, though a roman catlidic, was a poet; 
and it is revealed in the vidons of some ancient saints* 
tliat no poet was ever saved under some hundreds of 
masses. I cannot set his delivery from purgatory at lea 
than fifty pounds sterling. 

Walsh was not only a sociiiian, but (what you will 
own is harder to be saved) a wh%. He cannot modestly 
be rated at less than a Imndrcd. 

L^Estrau^ being- a tory, we compute him but at 
twenty pounds; which I hope no friend of the party can 
deny to give, to keep him from damning in the next life, 
considering they never gave him sixpence to keep bim 
from starving in this. 
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All this together amouots to one hundred and seventy 
pounds. 

In the next place, I must desire j-ou to represent, Uiat 
there are several of my friends jet iiviog, whom I de- 
sign, God willing, to outlive, in consideration of legacies; 
out of which it is a doctrine in the reformed church, that 
not a farthing shall be allowed, to save their souls who 
gave them. 

There is one * * * * who will die within these few 
months; with * * * » one Mr. Jervag, who halh griev- 
ously oflfended, in making the likeness of almost all things 
in heaven above and earth below. And one Mr. Gay, 
an unhappy youth, who writes pastorals during the time 
of divine service ; whose case is the more deplorable, ai 
he hath miserably lavished away all that silver he should 
have reserved for his soul's health, in buttons and loops 
for his coat, ' 

I cannot pretend to have these people honestly saved 
under some hundred pounds, whether you consider the 
difficulty of such a work, or the extreme love and ten* 
derness I bear tliem ; which will infallibly make me 
push this charity as far as I nm able. 

There is but one more whose salvation I insist upon ; 
and then I have done : but indeed it may prove of so 
much greater charge than all the rest, tliat I will only 
lay the case before you and the ministry, and leave ta 
their prudence and generosity what sum they shall think 
fit to bctow upon it. 

The person I mean, is Dr. Swift ; a dignified clergy* 
man, but one, who, by hb own confession, has composed 
more libels than sermons. If^it be true, what I have 
heard often affirmed by innocent people, -' That too 
much wit is dangerous to salvation;'' this unferUuiate 
gentleman must certainly be damned to all eternity. But 
I hope his long experience in the world, and frequent 
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coDTersatioo with great mea, will cause him (as it has 
some others) to have less and less wit every daj. Be 
it as it will, I should dot think my own soul deser^'ed to 
be saved, if I did not endeavour to save liis ; far I have 
all the obligations in nature to him. He has brought me 
into better company than I cared for, made me men-ier 
when I was sick than I had a miud to be, and put me 
upon making poems on purpose that he miglit alter 
them, Szc. 

I once thought I could never have discharged my 
debt to his kindness ; but have lately been informed, to 
my unspeakable comfort, that I have more than paid it 
all. For Monsieur de Montaigue has assured me, 
•*'That tlie person who receives a benefit obliges the 
giver :'• for, since the chief endeavour of one friend is to 
clo good to the other, he who administers both the mat- 
ter and occasion, is the man who is liberal. At this rate 
it is impossible Dr. Swift should be ever out of my debt, 
as matters stand already ; and, for the future, he may 
expect daily more obligations from 

His most faithful, 

alTcctionate humb!e servant, 

A. POPE. 

I have finished the Rape of the Lock ; but I believe I 
may stay here till Christmas, without hindrance of 
business. 



TO BISHOP STERNE. 

XY LORD, London^ Dec. 19, 1713. 

I HAVE two letters from you to acknowledge, one of 
the fifth, and the other of the eleventh instant. I am 



« LETTERS TO AND FROM 

very glad it lie^ iu my way to do any service to Mr* 
Worrall, aod that his merits and my iDclinatioos agree 
so well. I write this post to Dr. Syoge, to admit hiok 
I am glad your lordship thiuks of removing your palace 
to the old, or some better place. I wish I were near 
enough to give my approbation ; and if you do not 
choo&c till summer, I shall, God willing, attend you. 
Your second letter is about Dr. Marsh, who is one I 
always loved, and have shown it lately, by doing every 
tiling he could desire from a brother. I should be glad 
for some reasons, that he would get a recommeodatioo 
from the lord lieutenant, or at least that he be named. 
I cannot say more at this distance, but assure him, that 
all due care is taken of him. I have had an old scheme, 
as your lordship may remember, of dividing the bishop- 
rics of Kilmore and Ardagh.'*^ I advised it many 
months ago, and repeated it lately ; and the queen and 
ministry, I suppose, are fallen into it. I did like- 
wise lay veiy earnestly before proper persons the jua- 
tice, and indeed necessity, of choosing to promote those 
of the kingdom ; which advice has been hearkened to,, 
and I hope will be followed. I would likewise say 
something in relation to a friend of your lordship's ; but 
T can only venture thus mucli, that it was not to be done, 
and you may easily guess the reasons. 

I know not who are named among yon for the prefer- 
ments ; and, my lord, this is a very nice point te talk of 
at the distance I am. I know a person tliere better 
qualified, perhaps, than any that will succeed. But, tny 
lord, our thoughts here are, that your kingdom leans too 
much one way ; and believe me, it cannot do so long, 
wliile the queen and administration here act upon so 

* Theie see* werr then vacant, and were granted the mooth fof* 
owing to the lord lieutenant^s chaplain, Dr. Godw^^o. H. 
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rerf differeat a foot. This is more than I care to utf. 
I shMld be thought a very vile man, if I presumed to re- 

cjpmmeod to a ^* my own Inrother, if he were the 

letet disinGlined to the present measures of her majesty 
and ministry here. Whoever is thoii|rht to do so must 
shake off that character, or wait for other junctures. 
This, my lord, I believe you will find to be true; and 
I will for once venture a step farther, than perhaps ^Bs* 
cretion should let me : that I never saw so great a firm- 
ness in the court, as there now is, to pursue those mea- 
sures, upon which this ministry began, whatever some 
people may pretend to think to the contrary : and were 
certain objections made against some persons we both 
Know, I believe I might have been instrumental to the 
service of some, whom I much esteem. Pick what you 
can out of all this, and believe me to be ever, &c. 



FROM LORD PRIMATE LINDSAY. 

SIR, Dec 26^ 1718. 

Yora's of December tlie 8th I have received, and 
have obeyed your commands , but am mudi troubled to 
find that the trade of doing ill offices is still continued. 
As for my poM, I can entirely clear myself from either 
writing or saying any thing to any one's prejudice upon 
this occasion ;t and if otheiiB have wounded me in the 
dark, it is no nuNre than they have done before ; for 
Archbishop TiUotson formerly remarked, that if he 

*<^ A bishopric,*^ withoatdoabt N. 
. f There was at this time a great diflferenee between the boase of 
lords and commoos to Ireland, about the Lord Chancellor Phipps oT 
that kingdom ; the latter aUdresxin^ the queen to remove ium firom 
bis poft, and the former addresBing in his &7oar» B» 

▲ 2 
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should hearkea to ivh^t tfae Irish clergy said of one 
another, there was not a mao in the whole country Ibat 
ought toJ>^ preferred. 

We are now adjourned for a fortnight, and the com- 
mons for three weeks.' I hear our lord lieutenant is not 
well pleased, that we have adjourned short of them : 
and I fancy the queen will not be well pleased, that the 
commons have had so little regard to the despatch of 
public business, as to make so long an adjournment as 
three weeks : and indeed tliey lowly seem to intimate, 
tliat if the lord chancellor^ is not removed by that time, 
they will give her majesty no more money ; and indeed 
some of them do not stick to say as much; and think it a 
duty incumbent on the crown, to turn out that minister 
(how innocent soever he be) whom the cpmmons have 
addressed against. 

I think it is plain to any who know llie state of affairs 
here, that no party hath strength enough directly to op- 
pose a money bill in this kingdom, when the goveromcut 
thinks fit to exert itself, as to be sure it always will do 
upon such occasions : and the half-pay officers, no doubt, 
will readily come in to that supply, out of which they 
are to receive their pay. But should all fail, yet the 
queen still may make herself easy, by disbanding two or 
"three regiments, and striking off some unnecessary 
pensions. 

H obbes, in his Behemoth,' talks of a height in time 
as well as place ; and if ever there was a height in time 
here, it is certainly now ; for some men seem to carry 
tilings higher, according to their poor power, than they 
did in England in 1641. And they now threaten (and 
I am pretty well assured, have resolved upon it) that if 
the chancellor is not discarded, they will impeach him 

•qirCoDiUBtinePhippi. H. 
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before \he lords in England. But if they have no more 
to saj against him, than what their address contain^ I 
think thej will go upon no very wise errand. 

I question not but that you will receive the votei, 
addresses, and representations of both houses from other 
hands, and therefore I have not troubled you with them : 
but if the parliament should continue to sit, you may 
expect a great product of that kind ; for the commons 
have taken upon themselves to be a court of judicature, 
have taken examinations out of the judges' hands about 
murder (which b treason here) without ever applying 
to the govemmeut for them : and before trial have voted 
the sheriffs and ofBcers to have done their duty, and 
acquitted themselves well, when poaibly the time may 
yet come, that some may still be hanged for that fact ; 
whicli, in my poor opinioD, is entirely destructive of 
liberty, and the freedom of elections. 

I am your most humble senrantydrc. 



TO ARCHBISHOP Kl^G, 

MY LOBD, Londany Dec. 31, 1713. 

Your grace's letter, which I received but last post, is 
of an earlier date than what have since arrived. We 
have received the addresses for removio£ the chancellor, 
and the counter acldresses from the lords and convoca- 
tion ; and you will know, before this reaches you, our 
sentiments of them here. I am at a loss what to say- 
in this whole affair. When I writ to you before, I 
dropped a word on purpose for you to take notice of; 
that our court seemed resolved to be very firm in their 
resolutions about Ireland. I think it impossible for the 

two kingdoms to proceed long upon a diflfereit scheme fi 

A 3' 
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politics. The conlroversj with the city I am oot i 
of : it took its rise before I ever concerned myself 
affairs of Ireland, faither than to be an instrument 
ing some services to the kingdom, for which I hay 
ill requited. But, my lord, the question with us h 
whether there was a necessity that the other party i 
be a majority ? There was put into my hands a 
'your house of commons by some who know the kii 
well : I desired they would (as they often do here 
mark on the names of those who would be for tl 
nistry, who I found amounted to one hundred and 
three, which I think comes within an equality : t 
names beside they could not determine upon ; 8( 
suppose eight to be of the same side, there woul 
majority by one ; but besides, wc reckon that th 
number, oae hundred and forty-three, would easi 
to a gieat majority, by the lutluence of the goveri 
if that had been thought (it. This is demonstral 
us ; for, the government there has more influence 
the court here : and yet our court carried it for 
years against a natural majority, and a much g 
one. I shall not examine the reasons among y 
proceeding otherwise ; but your grace will find tl 
are determined upon the conclusion, which is, ths 
land must proceed on the same foot with England, 
of opinion, my lord, that nothing could do more I: 
tlie whig party in hotli kingdoms, than their man 
proceeding in your house of trommons. It will c< 
the crown and miniBtry that there can be no safety 
those people are able to give disturbance ; and i 
the effects it baa already produced here, are hardly 
believed : neither dft we here think it worth our 
to be opposed, and encourage our enemies, on 
IQyOQOl, a year; to supply which, it may not be h: 
fiad otlier expedients; and when there Bball be oc 
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for a parRameot, we are coofideDt a new one may be 
ealled, with a majority of men in tlie interest of the queen 
and church ; for when the present majority pretends to 
regard either, we look upon such professions to signify no 
more than if they were penned by my Lord Wharton, 
or Mr. Molesworth.* I have suflfered very much for 
my tenderness to some persons of that party, which I 
still preserve; but I believe it will not belong in my 
power to serve those who may want it. It would be 
endless to recount to your grace the reproaches that 
have been made me, on account of your neighbour. 

It is but true, my lord, we do not care to be troubled 
with the aflfairs of Ireland ; but, there being no war, nor 
meeting of parliament, we have leisure at present : bc« 
sidies, ire look on ourselves as touched in the tenderest 
part. We know the whig party are prepariiiig to attack 
us next sessions, and their prevailing in Ireland would, 
we think, be a great strength and encouragement to them 
liere : besides, eur remissness would dishearten our friends, 
and make them think we acted a trimming game. There 
are some things which we much wonder at, as they are 
represented : the address for removii^ the chancellor is 
grounded upon two facts : in the former of which he wa» 
only concerned with several otheifc The criminal was 
poor and penitent ; and a noM praseqm was no illegtl 
thing. As to Moore's business, the chancellor's speech 
on that occasion has been transmitted hither, and seems 
to clear him from the imputatko of prejudging. Another 
thing we wonder at, is, to find the commons in (lieir votes 
approve the sending for the guards, by whom a man 
was killed. Such a thing would, they say, look mon* 
itroiisin England. 

« ereated Viscoont Molesworth in ms. ff> 
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Your grace seems to think they irould not break on 
money matters ; but we are taught another opinion, that 
they will not pass the great bill until they have satisfac- 
tion about the chancellor; and what the consequence of 
that will be, I suppose you may guess from what you 
know by this time. 

My lord, we can judge no otherwise here than by the 
representations made to us. I sincerely look upon your 
grace to be master of as much wisdom and sagacity, as 
any person I have known ; and from my particular re- 
spect to you and your abilities, shall never presume to 
censure your proceedings, until I am fully apprised of 
the matter. Your grace is looked upon here as alto- 
gether in the other party, which I do not allow when it 
is said to me. I conceive you to follow the dictates of 
your reason and conscience: and whoever does that, 
will, in public management, often differ as well from one 
side as another. 

As to myself I take Ireland to be the worst place to 
be in while the parliament sits; and probably I may 
think the same of England in a month or two, I have 
few obligations (farther than personal friendship and 
civilities) to any party : I have nothing to ask for but a 
little money to pay my debts, which I doubt they never 
will give me; and wanting wisdom to judge better, I fol- 
low those who, I think, are most for preserving the 
diurch and stale, without examining whether they do 
so from a principle of virtue or ^f interest 



DOCTOR S¥«riFT. I^ 



FROM LORD PRIMATE LINDSAY. 

SIR, Jan. 5, 1713-14. 

YouBs I received the 2d inataut, and immediately 
got Mr. Justice Nutlej to write to the Bishop of KiUala,* 
at Kells, to kuow of him, whether, if he could get him 
traoslated to the bishopric of Raphoe, he would accept 
of it : and tliis day we received his answer, that it was 
not wortli his while to carry his family so far northward, 
for so little advantage as that bishopric would bring 
him ; his own being upward of a thousand pounds a 
year, and Raphoe not much above eleven hundred. The 
reason why I got Judge Nutley to write, was, because 
I apprehended it might seem irksome to him to be per- 
suaded by myself to accept of what I leA : though at the 
same time I can assure you, I have done little more than 
saved myself whole by that bishopric ; and he might, 
if he pleased, in a little time have received sixteen or 
seventeen hundred pounds for fines; so that if this 
comes time enough to yoiur hands, you will prevent 
any farther motion that way. But if Meath drops, 
I believe it would be an acceptable post ; and the trutb 
is, he has always, in the worst of times, voted honestly, 
and behaved himself as a true son of the church. In the 
mean time, be assured, the Judge knows not that you 
are concerned in this affair. 

There is a gentleman, whom I belieye you must have 
heard of. Dr. Anurew Hamilton,! archdeacon of Raphoe^ 



• Dr. Wflliam Uoyd. N. 

f Thoagh reeomneoded by tiie primate to succeed him in the see 
of Bapboe, be was not preferred to it; Or. Edward Synge bai^| tbsB 
adfaoccd to that bidiopric & 
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a man of good learning and abilities, and one of great in- 
terest in that countiy, whom I could wish you would 
move for, (since the Bishop of Killala refuses) to succeed 
me in Raphoe, as one that is the most likely to do good 
in that part of the country, of any one man I know. 

And now be pleased to accept my thanks for the great 
services you have done me : and as you have contribut- 
ed much to my advancement, so I must desire you, up- 
on occasion, to give me your farther assistance for the 
service of the church. 

The parliament is prorogued to the IQth instant ; but 
the whigs continuing obstinate, and deaf to all persua- 
sions to carry on the queen's business with peace and 
gentleness, we conclude it must be dissolved. 

If this should not come time enough to your hands, to 
prevent the Bishop of Killala's letter for a translation 
to Raphoe, I will labour all I can to make him easy. 



FROM LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS. 

DEAR SIR, Dublht^ Jan. 15, 1713-14. 

Many of my letters from London tell me how much I 
am obliged to you for your friendly solicitation on my 
son's behalf, which will be always remembered by u» 
both, with the same gratitude, as if it had succeeded. I 
had congratulations from the Duke of Ormond, my Lord 
Bolingbroke, and others, on accouut of my son's having 
the place, for they sent me word it was actually done ; 
and several other, persons had letters of it, and our friends 
were extremely rejoiced at the well timing of it, and it 
was a great additioo to the mortification of the whigi; 
and the dlsappoiDtment will be a cause t>f great joy td 
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them. But in this, and all other things, I submit to the 
judgment of my superiors, who know best what is fit to 
be done. As to looking out for anj thing eke for my 
son, there is nothing else here, that I know is fit for him ^ 
and if anj thing worth his having falls in England, it will 
be disposed of before I can have notice aX it. 

We are told by every body, that the rest of our va- 
cant bishoprics will be filled to our satisfaction : if they 
are, jou must be one of tliem. But if jou are resolved, 
that you will not yet episccpari here, give me leave to 
recommend to you an aflfair of my Lord Aberanm's^ 
which is, tliat you would consent to the agreement the 
vicars choral have made with him for renewuig his 
lease.* I am informed there are some misunderstandinga 
between you. It is very unhappy there should be any 
diflference between two such sure and great friends to the 
common cause. I do assure you, we are veiy much 
obliged to my Lord Abercom for his great service ia 
these times of difficulty ; he n as good a filend as any 
in the world, and as bad an enemy ; and I am very sure* 
if you would make him a compliment, and oblige Yam in 
this matter, you would gain an entire true fiiend of him 
for the future, and oblige a great many of your firlendi 
here, who have all a gieat vaiae and esteem for him* 

I heartily congratulate you oo her majesty's recoferyt 
and the good effect it has had in uniting our irleodfc 
That, together with the resolution that is taken to mp* 
port the church interest, will, without doubt, in a little 
time render all things easy and quiet in both kingdoms; 
though as yet our whigs here are as obstinate and per- 
verse as ever. The commons are resolved, they will 

• Tkb leaw was for the gn»tett part of YoriMtreet, in which Lrf>r4 
AbercoTD lived ; and by the terms of their charter, the vicars choral 
cannot make leases, without the consent of the dean and chapter. H., 
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riiould hearken to what the Irbh clergy said of oye 
another, there was not a man in the whole country Ibat 
ought Xoti^ preferred. 

We are now adjourned for a fortnight, and the com- 
mons for three weeks. I hear our lord lieutenant b not 
well pleased, that we have adjourned short of them: 
and I fancy the queen will not be well pleased, that the 
commons have had so little regard to the despatch of 
public business, as to make so long an adjournment as^ 
three weeks: and indeed tliey lowly seem to intimate, 
tliat if the lord cliancellor^ is not removed by that time, 
they will give her majesty no more money ; and indeed 
some of them do not stick to say as much ; and think it a 
duty incumbent on the crown, to turn out that minister 
(how innocent soever he be) whom tlie commons have 
addressed against. 

I think it is plain to any who know tlie state of aflfairs 
here, that no party hath strength enough directly to op- 
pose a money bill in this kingdom, when the government 
thinks fit to exert itself, as to be sure it always will do 
upon such occasions : and the half-pay officers, no doubt, 
will readily come in to that supply, out of which they 
are to receive their pay. But should all fail, yet the 
queen still may make herself easy, by disbanding two or 
"three regiments, and striking oflf some unnecessary 
pensions. 

H obbes, in his Behemoth,' talks of a height in time 
as well as place ; and if ever there was a height in time 
here, it is certainly now ; for some men seem to cai-ry 
tilings higher, according to their poor power, than they 
did in England in 1641. And they now threaten (and 
I am pretty well assured, have resolved upon it) that if 
the chancellw is not discarded, they will impeach him 

•QirCoBitamtmePhippt. H. 
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before ^e lords id Eogland. But if thej have no more 
to say against him, tlian what their address contaiufl^ I 
thiok thej will go upon no very wise enrand. 

I question not but that you n'ill receive the votei, 
addresses, and represenlations 6[ both houses from olher 
hands, and therefore I have not troubled you with them : 
but if the parliament should continue to dl, you may 
expect a great product of that kind ; for the commons 
have taken upon themselves to be a court of judicature, 
have taken examinations out of the judges' hands about 
murder (which is treason here) without ever applying 
to the government for them : and before trial have voted 
the sherilfs and olEcers to have done their duty, and 
acquitted themselves well, when possibly the time may 
yet come, that some may still be hanged for that fact ; 
which, in my poor opinion, is entirely destructive of 
liberty, and the ii-eedom of elections. 

I am your most humble servant, d:c. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KI>G- 

MY LORD, London, Dec. 31, 1713. 

Your grace's letter, which I received but last post, is 
of an earlier date than what have since arrived. We 
have received the addresses for removioe the chancellor, 
and the counter addresses from the lords and convoca- 
tion ; and you will know, before this reaches } ou, our 
sentiments of them here. I am at a loss what to saj 
in tlus whole affair. When I writ to you before, I 
dropped a word on purpose for you to take notice of; 
that our court seemed resolved to be very firm in their 
resolutions about Ireland. I think it impossible for the 
two kingdoms to proceed long upon a dilTereBt scheme of 

A3' 
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polillcs. The cootroversj with the city I am not mute? 
of: it took its rise before I ever cooceroed myself iD the 
affairs of Ireland, farther than to be an iustruroeut of dor 
ing some services to the kingdom, for which I have been 
ill requited. But, my lord, the question with us here 1% 
whether there was a necessity that the other party should 
be a majority ? There was put into my hands a list of 
'your house of commons by some who know the kingdom 
well : I desired they would (as they often do here) set a 
mark on tlie names of those who would be for the mi- 
nistry, who I found amounted to one hundred and forty- 
three, which I think comes within an equality : twenty 
names beside they could not determine upon ; so that, 
suppose eight to be of the same side, there would be a 
majority by oite ; but besides, wc reckon that the first 
number, oae hundred and forty-three, would easily rise 
to a gi-eat majority, by tlie intluence of the goTcrnment, 
if that had been thought (it Tiiis is demonstration to 
us ; for, tlie government there has more influence, thau 
the court here : and yet our court carried it for many 
years against a natural majority, and a much greater 
one. I shall not ei^mine the reasons among you for 
proceeding otherwise ; but your grace will find that we 
are determined upon the conclusion, which is, that Ire- 
land must proceed on the same foot with England. I am 
of opinion, my lord, that nothing could do more hurt to 
the whig party in hotli kingdoms, than their manner of 
proceeding in your hoiue of commons. It will confirm 
the crown and ministry that there can be no safety while 
those people are able to give disturbance ; and indeed 
the effects it baa already produced here, are hardly to be 
believed : neither dn we here think it worth our while 
to be opposed, and encourage our enemies, only for 
70,000Z. a year; to supply which, it may not be hard lo. 
find other esaqpedients ; and wbeo there shall be occaaios 
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tor a pftrRameot, we are coofideat a new one may be 
called, with a majority of men in tlie interest of tlie queeo 
and dnirch ; for when the present majority pretends to 
re2;aid eitlier, we look upon such profesBions to signify no 
more than if they were penned by my Lord Wharton, 
or Mr. Molesworth.* I have suffer^ very much for 
my tenderness to some persons of that party, which I 
still preserve ; but I believe it will not be kmg in my 
power to serve tliose who may want it. It would be 
endl^s to recount to your grace the reproaches that 
have been made me, on account of your neighbour. 

It is but true, my lord, we do not care to be troubled 
with the affairs of Ireland ; but, there being no war, nor 
meeting of parliament, we have leisure at present : be- 
sides, ire look on ourselves as touched in the tenderest 
part. We know the whig party are prepariiiig to attack 
us next sessions, and their prevailing in Ireland would,, 
we think, be a great strength and encouragement to them 
"here : besides, our remissness would dishearten our friends, 
and make them think we acted a trimming game. There 
ai« some things which we much wonder at, as they are 
represented : the address for removii^ the chancellor is 
grounded upon two facts : in the former of which he waa 
only concerned with several othem The crimiaal was 
poor and penitent ; and a noH frasegm was no illegtl 
tiling. As to Moore^s business, the chancellor's speech 
an that occaaon has been transmitted hither, and seems 
to clear him from the impuiatioQ of prgudging. Another 
thing we wonder at, is, to find the coimnons in (heir votes 
approve the sending for the guards, by whom a man 
was killed. Such a thing would, they say, look mon* 
strolls in England. 

« Created ViKomitMoleiworth in ma. ft. 
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Your grace seems to think they irould not break on 
money matters ; but we are taught another opinion, that 
they will not pass the great bill until they have satisfac- 
tion about the chancellor; and what the consequence of 
that will be, I suppose you may guess from what you 
know by this time. 

My lord, we can judge no otherwise here than by the 
representations made to us. I sincerely look upon your 
grace to be master of as much wisdom and sagacity, as 
any person I have known ; and from my particular re- 
spect to you and your abilities, shall never presume to 
censure your proceedings, until I am fully apprised of 
the matter. Your grace is looked upon here as alto- 
gether in the other party, which I do not allow when it 
is said to me. I conceive you to follow the dictates of 
your reason and conscience: and whoever does that, 
will, in public management, often differ as well from one 
side as another. 

As to myself, I take Ireland to be the w(M%t place to 
be in while the parliament sits ; and probably I may 
think the same of England in a month or two. I have 
few obligations (farther than personal friendship and 
civilities) to any party : I have nothing to ask for but a 
little money to pay my debts, which I doubt they never 
will give me; and wanting wisdom to judge better, I fol- 
low those who, I think, are most for preserving the 
diurch and stale, without examining whether they do 
so from a principle of virtue or ^f interest 
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FROM LORD PRIMATE LINDSAY. 

SIR, Jan, 5, 17J3-14. 

YorBs I received the 2d inataut, and immediately 
got Mr. Justice Xutlej to write to the Bishop of KiUala,* 
at Keils, to know of him, whether, if he could get him 
translated to the bishopric of Raphoe, he would accept 
of it : and this day we received his answer, that it h as 
not worth hb while to carry his family so far northward, 
for so little advantage as that bishopric would bring 
him ; his own being upward of a thousand pounds a 
year, and Raphoe not much above eleven hundred. The 
reason why I got Judge Nutley to write, was, because 
I apprehended it might seem irksome to him to be per- 
suaded by myself to accept of what I leA : though at the 
same time I can assive you, I have done little more than 
saved myself whole by that bishopric ; and he might, 
if he pleased, in a little time have received sixteen or 
seventeen hundred pounds for fines; so that if this 
comes time enough to yoiur hands, you wil] prevent 
any farther motion that waj. But if Meath drops, 
I believe it would be an acceptable post ; and the truth 
is, he has always, in the worst of times, voted honestly, 
and behaved himself as a true son of the church. In the 
mean time, be assured, the Judge knows not that you 
are concerned in this affair. 

There is a gentleman, whom I belieye you mtist have 
heard of. Dr. An^irew Hamilton,! archdeacon of Raphoe^ 



• Dr. WiUiam Uoyd. N. 

f Thoagh reciwendcd by the primate to nceeed him in the see 
of Baphoe, he was not pveferred to it; Or. Edward Syi^e bti^| tbsB 
advaaecd to that bidiopric. & 
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a man of good learniog and abilities, and one of great in- 
terest in that countiy, vhom I could wish you would 
move for, (since the Bishop of Killala refuses) to succeed 
me in Raphoe, as one that is the most likely to do good 
in that part of the country, of any one man I know. 

And now be pleased to accept my thanks for the great 
services you have done me : and as you have contribut- 
ed much to my advancement, so I must desire you, up- 
on occasion, to give me your farther assistance for the 
service of the church. 

The parliament is prorogued to the IQth instant ; but 
the whigs continuing obstinate, and deaf to all persua- 
sions to carry on the queen's business with peace and 
gentleness, we conclude it must be dissolved. 

If this should not come time enough to your hands, to 
prevent the Bishop of Killala's letter for a translation 
to Raphoe, I will labour all I can to make him easy. 



FROM LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS. 

DEAR SIR, Dublin^ Jan, 15, 1713-14. 

Many of my letters from London tell me how much I 
am obliged to you for your friendly solicitation on my 
son's behalf, which will be always remembered by u» 
both, with the same gratitude, as if it had succeeded. I 
had congratulations from the Duke of Ormond, my Lord 
Bolingbroke, and others, on accouut of my son's having 
the place, for they sent me word it was actually done; 
and several other, persons had letters of it, and our friends 
were extremely rejoiced at the well timing of it, and it 
was a great addition to the mortincation of the whigi; 
and the dlsappoioUneut will be a cause of great joy td 
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them. But in this, and all other thiogs, I submit to the 
judgment of my superiore, who know beat what is fit to 
be done. As to looking out for any thing eke for my 
son, there is nothing else here, that I know is fit for him ^ 
and if any thing worth his having falls in £ngland, it will 
be disposed of before I can have notice of it. 

We are told by every body, that the rest of our va- 
cant bbhoprics will be filled to our satisfaction : if they 
are, you must be one of them. But if you are resolved, 
that you will not yet ejnsccpari here, give me leave to 
recommend to you an aflfair of my Lord Abercom^ 
which is, that you would consent to the agreement the 
vicars choral have made with him for renewuig his 
lease.* I am informed there are some misunderstandings 
between you. It is very unhappy there should be any 
difference between two such sure and great friends to the 
common cause. I do assure you, we are veiy much 
obliged to my Lord Abercom for his great service ia 
these times of difficulty ; he is as good a friend as any 
in the world, and as bad an enemy ; and I am very sure» 
if you would make him a compliment, and oblige lum in 
this matter, you would gain an entire true friend of him 
for the future, and oblige a great many of your firiends 
here, who have aH a g(eat value and esteem for him. 

I heartily congratulate you on her majesty's recofery» 
and the good effect it has had in uniting our irleodfc 
That, together with the resolution that is taken to sop* 
port the church interest, will, without doubt, io a little 
time render all things easy and quiet in both kingdoms; 
though as yet our whigs here are as obstinate and per- 
verse as ever. The commons are resolved, they will 

• Tkis leaae was for the greatett part of YoilMtreet, in which Lor4 
Abercom lived ; and by the terms of their charier, the vicars choral 
cannot raake leases, without the consent of the dean and chapter. H., 
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give no money till I am removed: and the aldermea 
will not own my lord mayor, nor proceed to any elec- 
tion, notwithstanding the opinion of all the judges here, 
and of the attorney gene: al, and all the queen's counsel 
(pxcept Sir Joseph Jekyll) in England. 

I wish you many happy new years, and should be 
very proud to receive your commands here, being, with 
the utmost sincerity and esteem, your most obedient 
humble servant, 

CON. PHIPPS. 



FROM THE EARL OF ANGLESEY. 

MR. DEAN, Dublin^ Jan. 16, 1713-14. 

You judged extremely right of me, that I should, 
wilh great pleasure, receive what you tell me, that my 
endeavours to serve her majesty, in this kingdom, are 
agreeable to my lord treasurer, and the rest of the minis- 
tei*s. I have formerly so freely expressed to you the 
honour I must always have for his lordship, that I think 
I cannot explain myself more fully on that subject. But, 
what his lordship has already done ior the church, and 
the church iataest here, and what we have assurance 
will soon be done, will give his lordship so entire a com- 
maud in the affections of all honest men here (which 
are not a few) that I am persuaded, he will soon find 
Ireland an easy part of the administration. For, it ia 
my firm opinion, that steady and vigorous measures will 
so strengthen tlie hands of our friends in both kingdoms^ 
that after the efforts of despair C which never last long) 
are over, her majesty and her ministers will receive but 
Httle trouble from the faction, either on this or on yoar 
side of the water. 
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You are Terj kiod to ns in your good offices for Mr. 
Phipps, because a mark of favour so seasonaMj, as at 
this time, conferred on lord chancellor's son, will have a 
much greater influence, and reach farther than his lord- 
sliip's person. I am preparing for my journey, and I 
hope I shall be able to lay such a state of this kingdom 
before my lord treasurer, as may prevent future disap- 
pointments, nrhen it shall be thought necessary to hold a 
parliament If thb parliament is not to sit after the 
present prorogation, I do think, were I with you, I could 
offer some reasons why tlv^ filling the vacant bishoprics 
should be deferred for a little time. I praise God for 
his great goodness in restoring her majesty to her health; 
the bicssiiig of which, if we had no other way of know- 
ing, we might learn from the mortilicatioa it has given a 
certain set of men here. 

I shall trouble you with no compliments, because i 
hope soon to tell you how much I am, dear sir, your'i^ 

AliGLESEY, 



FROM THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 

March 5, 1713-14. 

QUERIES FOR DR. SWIFT, NEXT SATURDAY, AT DINIIKR. 

Whether any great man, or mioister, has favoured 
the Earl of Peterborow with mie single line once he 
left England ;* for, as yet, he has not received one word 
from any of them, nor hb friend of St. Patrick's?- 

Whether, if they do not write till they know what to 
write, he shall, ever hear from them ? 

Whether any thing can be more anioTtUBate, than to 

*£sdorsed, ** Lord PcteriKMrow, abroad od ciabasrics." N- 
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be overcome when strongest, outwitted having more wit, 
and baffled haviog most money ? . 

Whether betwixt two stools the bottom goes to the 
ground (reverend dean) be not a good old proverb, 
which may give subject for daily meditation and morti- 
fication ? 

I send the lazy scribbler a letter from the extremi- 
ties of the earth, where I pass my time, admiring die 
humility and patience of that power heretofoi-e so ter- 
rible; and the new scene whi(:li we see, to wit, the 
most christian king waiting M^ith so much resignatioo 
and respect, to know the emperor's pleasure as to peace 
or war. 

Where I reflect with admiration upon the politics of 
those, who, breaking with the old allies, dare not make 
use of the new oncs^ who, pulling down liie old rubbish 
and structure, do not erect a new fabric on solid founda- 
tions. But this is not so much to the purpose ; for, in the 
world of the moon, provided toasting continue, the church 
and state can be in no danorer. 

But, alas! in this unmerry country, where we have 
time to think, and are under llic necessity of thinking, 
where impiously we make use of reason, w ithout a blind 
resis;naiion to Providence, the bottle, or chance, what 
opinion think you we have of the present managenaent 
in the refined parts of the world, where there are just 
motives of fear ? When neither steadiness nor conduct 
appears, . and when the evil seems to come on apace, 
can it be believed, that extraordinary remedies are not 
thought of ? 

Heavens ! what is our fate ? W^hat misfht have been 
our portion, and what do we see in the age we live in ? 
France and England, the kings of Spain and Sicily, per- 
plexed and confounded by a headstrong youlh ;* one, 

* Charlcif the tfrelfth of Sweden. H. 
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who has lost so maoj luogdoow by pride and iblij ; and 
all these powerful nalions at a gaze, igoonBt of their 
desdnj; oot capable of fbrming a scheme, which they 
can oniotahi, against a prince, who has neither ships, 
rnonej, nor conduct. Some of the mioisters assisted 
and supported with absohite power, others with a par- 
Eameot at ihdr disposal, and the most inconsidaable of 
them with the Indies at thev tail. 

And what do I see in the centre, as it were, ni igno- 
rance and bigotry ? The fiist request of a parliament to 
their king is to emploj eflectoal means against the in- 
crease of priests; the idle devourers of the fat of the 
land. We see chniches, shot up by the order of the 
pope, set open bj dragoons, to the general cooteot of the 
people. To conclude, it fell out, that one of our ac- 
quaintance* (bund himself, at a great table, the onlj ex- 
comniufflcated person by his holiness; the rest of the 
company eating and toasting, under anathemas, with the 
courage of. a hardened heretic 

Look upon the prose I send yon. See, neTerthelemi 
what a sneaking figure he makes at the foot of the pai>-> 
son. Who could expect this fiom him? But he thinks^ 
resolves, and executes. 

If yon can gucs from whence th» comes, addrem 
your letter to bini, "^ a messieuis Rijfnd et Fntti So- 
ccrdaUi, GenoaJ*^ 

• Probably the Rer. Mr. George Bcricdey* fellow oC Dnblia Col- 
Irse* who went chaplaia aod Kcretary to the JSari of glt to f b arow to 
SicQr, at the recommea^taoa of Dr. Svift. B. 
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FROM LORD TREASURER OXFORD.* 

Wednesday Night. 
I HAVE heard, that some honest men, vho are verj 
innocent, are under trouble, touching a printed pam- 
phlet A friend of mine, an obscure person, but charita- 
ble, puts the enclosed bill into your hands, to answer 
such exigencies as their case may immediately require. 
And I find he will do more, thb being only for the pre* 
sent. If this comes safe to your hands, it is euougli.f 



TO LORD TREASURER OXFORD.J 

May it please your lordship, March 18, 1713-14. 

Pursuant to her majesty's proclamation of the fif- 
teenth of this instant March, for discovering the author 
of a fake, malicious, and factious libel,- entitled, *' The 
Public Spirit of the Whigs;"' wherein her majesty is 
graciously pleased to promise a reward of three hundred 
pounds, to be paid by your lordship, which said disco- 

* Endorsed, "Lord treasurer Oxford's letter to me in a counterfeit 
hand, with the bill when the printers were prosecuted by tiie houRt* of 
lords for a pamphlet. Letter with bill of lOOl. Received March 14, 
1713-14." N. 

f This letter was sent to Dr. Swift, when the printer Morphew was 
prosecuted hy the house of lords, for ** The • public Spirit of the 
Wliigs:" a pamphlet written in answer to a tract ol Sir Ricbard 
StcfleV, calltd the CriKis, andpuhlinhedonthe Htcimdof M.irch, 1713- 
14. All the Scots lords then in London went to the queen, and com- 
plained of the affront put on them and their nation by the author, 
upon wbirh a proclamation was published by her mr^jf^sty, offering a 
reward of !KX)1. to diKOverhim. H. 

t Endorsed, " A Ictterto lord treasurer, off»ring to discover theu. 
(horof the pamphlet, called *The Public Spirit of the Whigs.** 
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very I can make. But your lordship, or some persons 
under your lordship, have got such an ill name in pay- 
ing such rewards. Instance two poor men, viz. John 
Greenwood and John Bouch, who took and Irought to 
justice six persons, vulgarly Mohocks ; which tie said 
two poor men never received but twenty pounds, and 
the latter thirty; and tbey had no partners concerned 
with them, as appears by the attorney general's reports 
to your lordship ; which if I should be so served, to 
cause any persons to be punished, aild be no better re- 
warded, will be no encouragement for me to do it ; for 
these two poor men being so plain a precedent for me to 
go by. Your lordship^s most humble and most obe< 
dient servant, L. M. 



HUMOUROUS LIltKS BY LORD TREASURER OXFORD, SENf 
TO DR. SWIFT, DR. ARBUTHNOT, MR. POPE, AND MS. 
GAY. 

April I Aj 1714. BacksUurs, past eight. 
GAY. 

In a summons so large, which all clergy contains, 
I must turn Dismal's* convert, or part with ray brains, 
Should I scruple .to quit the back stairs for your blind 

ones. 
Or refuse your true junctof for one of 

* Dismal was Ijord Nottingham. H. 

f Dr. Swift, Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Pope, and Mr. Gay, were.wri- 
ting the history of MartiQus Seriblerus ; and these four wits in co»- 
] "^»*1»«% are styled by lord treasurei^ juncto. H. 
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The foUommg is their answer to his lordship^ chi^ 

nriiien by the dean. 

Let not the whigs our tory club rebuke ; 
Give us our earl,^ the devil take their duke.t 
Quoidam qua atHnent ad ScrMerum^ 
Want your assistance now to dear 'em* 
One day it will be no disgrace. 
In Scribler to have had a place. 
Come then, my lord, and take your part in 
The important history of Martin. 

THE DEAN. 

A pox on all senders 
For any pretenders, 
Who tell us these troublesome stories 
In their dull humdrum key, 
Of Arma virumque^ 
Hanonicel qui primus ah oris, 
A poz too on Hanmer, 
Who prates like his gran-mere, 
And all his old friends would rebuke. 
In spite of the carle, 
Give us but our earl. 
The devil may take thehr duke. 
Then come and take part in 
The memoirs of Martin ; 
Lay down your white staff and gray habit: 
For trust us, friend Mortimer, 
Should you live years forty more. 
Base eUm mendnisse juvaJbiL 

•OfOiford. B. f Of Marlboroofh. B. 

1 The duchy of Hiinault H. ' 
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MORE LINES OF HUMOUR BY LORD 

TREASURER. 

^/wiiH 1714. 
I HONOvm the men, nr, 
Wiio are ready to answer. 
When I ask them to stand bj the queen ; 
In spite of orlUorS) 
. And bkM>d tbhstj praters, 
Whose hatred I highly esteem. 
Let our faith's defender 
Keep out every pretender. 
And long enjoy her own ; 
Thus yoa four, &ye^ 
M«y merrily Hve, 
Till facttMi is d^d as a stone. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

BROTHSB,* JprU24t nii. 

I SHOULP sooner have thanked you for your letter, 
but that I hoped to have seen you here by this time. 
Yoa cannot imagine how much I un grieved, when I 
find people I wish well to, run counter to their own in* 
terest, and give their enemies such advantages, by being 
so hard upon their friends as to conclude, if they are 
not without fault, they are not to be supported, or scarce 
conversed with. Fortune is a very pretty gentlewomaQ ; 
but how soon she may be chai^^ed, nobody can tell* 

* The Duke of Ormoiid was one of the tizteen brothers; the du- 
cbe«, taerdbre, calls Swift brotbo' io her lord's right H. 

VOL. XVI. B 
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Frettiug her, with the seeing all she does for people only 
makes them despise her, may make her so sick as to al- 
ter her complexion ; but I hope our friends will find her 
constant, in spite of all they do to shock her ; and i-e- 
member the story of the arrows,* that were very easily 
broke singly ; but when tied up cloee together, no 
strength of man .could hurt them. But that you may 
never feel any ill consequences from whatever may 
happen, are the sincere wishes of, brother, 

Yours, with all sisterly alTection. 



TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW, 

MY LORD, Tjondon, May 13, 1714. 

I HAD done myself the honour of writing to your ex- 
cellency, above a month before yours of March the 5th 
came to my hands. The Saturdays^ dinners have not 
been resumed since the queen's return from Windsor ; 
and I am not sorr}% since it became so mingled an as- 
sembly, and of so little use cither to business or conver- 
sation : so that I was content to read your queries to 
our two great friends. The treasurer stuck at them all ; 
but the secretary acquitted himself of the first, by as* 
siu-iug me he had often written to your excellency. 

I was told, the other day, of an answer you made to 
somebody abroad, who inquired of you the state aud 
dispositions of our court : " That you could not tell, 

* In tbis letter the duchr«s alludes to the divjsioo tliea sabtifltiof 
among the ministers at conrt; and it is probable, that the hint about 
the ttory of the arrows produced the poem called ** The Faggot,** 
which the dean wrote about this time. It is said, under the title, to 
have been written in tlie year 1713, wlirn the quecn^s ministeri were 
quarrelling amQng Ihrrnsolvc-'. H^i 
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for jou had been oilt of England a fortnight" f n joor 
letter, you menttoo the world aS the moon, and applj It 
to England; but the oiood changes but once in four 
ireek& By both these instance^ it appears you have a 
better opinion of our steadiness than we deserve ; for I 
do not rcmemliei^ noce you kit ns, that we have con- 
tinued above four days in the same view, or four minutes 
with any manner of concert. I assure you, my lord, for 
ihe concern I have for the common cause, with relation 
to affairs both at home and abroad, and from the per- 
sonal love I bear to our friends in power, I never led a 
life so thoroughly uneasy as I do at present Our situa- 
tion is so bad, that our enemies could not, without 
abundance of invention and ability, have placed us so 
ill, if we bad left it entirely to their management. For 
my own part, my head turns round ; and after every 
conversation, I come away just one degree worse inform- 
ed than I went. I am glad, for (lie honour of our na- 
tion, to find bj your excellency's letter, Uiat some other 
courts have a share of frenzy, though not equal, nor 
of the same nature with oars. The lieight of Itonest 
men's wishes at present is, to rub off tliis session ; after 
which, nobody has the impudence to expect that we shall 
not immediately fall to pieces : nor is any thing I write 
the least secret, even to a whig footman. 

tf he queen is pretty well at present : but Ibe least 
disorder she has puts all in alarm; and when it is over 
we act as if she were immortal. Neitlier is it possible 
to persuade people to make preparations against an evil 
day. There is a ne^tiatloo now in hand, which, I 
hope, will not be abortive : tlie States General are wil- 
ling to declare themselves fully satisfied with the peace 
and the quceo^s measures, &c. and that is too popular a 
matter to slight It is impossible to tell you whether the 
prince of Hanover intends to come over or not I should 
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thiuk the latter, bj the accounts I have seen ; jet our 
adversaries continue strenuously to assert otherwise; and 
very industriously give out, that the lord treasurer is at 
the bottom : Tfhich has given some jealousies not only to 
his best friends, but to some I shall not name; yet I 
am confident they do him vroug. This formidable 
journey is the perpetual subject both of coun and coffee 
house chat 

Our mysterious and uncoDcerted ways of proceeding 
Jiave, as it is natural, taught eveiy body to be refiners, 
and to reason themselves into a thousand various conjec- 
tures. Even I, who converse most with people in 
power, am not free from this evil : and particularly, I 
tliought myself twenty times in the right, by drawing 
conclusions very regulaHy from premises which have 
proved wholly wrong. I think this, however, to be a 
plain proof that we act altogether by chance ; and that 
the game, such as it is, plays itself. 

By the present enclosed in your excellency's letter, 
I find the Sicilians to be bad delineators, and worse 
poets. As sneakingly as the prince looks at the bishop's 
foot, I could have made him look ten times worse, and 
have done more right to the |uece, by placing your ex- 
cellency there, representing your mistress the queen, 
and delivering the crown to the bishop, with orders 
where to place it. I should like your new king i;«ry 
well, if he would make Sicily his constant residence, 
and use Savoy only as a cmnmendam. Old ftiooks have 
given roe great ideas of that island. I imagine every 
acre there wortli three in England; and that a wise 
prince, in such a situation, would, after some years, 
be able to make what figure he pleased in the Medi- 
terranean. 

The Duke of Shrewsbury, not liking the weather on 
«irr side the water, continues in Ireland, although he 
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fonnally took his leave there six weeks ago. Tom 
Harlej is every hoar expected here, ao<I writes me 
word, ** he has suoceded at Haoover to his wishes.'* 
Lord Stafibrd writes the saiiie» and gives himself no 
little merit upoo it 

Barber, the printer, was, some Urae ago, ia great dis- 
tress, upon priociog a pamphlet, of which evil tongues 
w ould needs call me the author :* he was brought be- 
fore your house, which addressed the queen in a body, 
who kindly published a proclamation with three hun- 
dred pounds to discover. The fault was, calling the 
Scots " a fierce poor northeni people." So well pro- 
tected are those who scribble for the government ! 
Upon which, I now put one query to your excellency. 
What has a man without employment to do among miuis- 
ters, when he can neither serve himself his friends, nor 
the public ? 

In my former letter, which I suppose was sent to Paris 
to meet you there, I gave yon joy of the government of 
Ifinorca. One advantage you have of being abroad, 
that you keep your friends ; and I can name almost a 
dozen great men, who Aoroughly bate one anodier, yet 
all love your lordship. If you have a mind to preserve 
their friendship, keep at a distance ; or come over, and 
show your power, by reconciling at least two of thero ; 
and remember, at the same time, that this last is an im- 
possibility. If your excellency were here, I would 
speak to you without any constraint ; but the fear of ac- 
cidents in the conveyance of the letter, makes me keep 
to generals. I am sure you would have prevented a 
great deal of ill, if you had continued among us; but 
people of my level must be content to have their opinion 

• «* The PtaUk Spirit of the Wbigt/' Sec tbe krd treuonrSi 
letter OB this ntgect, p. S, N. 
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asked, and to see it not followed; although I bare 
always given it with the utmost freedom and impaf- 
tialitj. I have troubled you too much ; and as a long 
letter from you is the most agreeable thing one can 
receive, ro the most agreeable return would be a sliort 
one. I am ever, with the greatest respect and truth, 
my lord, 

Your excellency's most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



FROM CHIVERTON CHARLTON, ES<t 

CAPTAIN OF THE VEOMEK OF THB GUARD. 

BiKy May 22, 1714. 

.1 

Hearing from honest John,* that you still persist io 
yoiu: resolution of retiring into the country, I cannot 
but give you my thoughts of it, at the same time that I 
am seniible how intruding it may appear In me to trou- 
ble you with what I think ; but you have an unlucky 
quality, which exposes you to the forwardness of those 
-who love you : I mean good nature. From wbicb^ 
though I did not always suspect you guilty of it, I now 
promise myself an easy pardon. So that, witt^out lieing 
iu much pain as to the ceosuie you may pass upon my 
assuiauce, I Bhall go on gravely to tell you, I am en- 
tirely against your design. 

I confess a just indignation at several things, aodi 
particularly at the return your services have met withi 

* John BarbcPf then iiie Dean^s printer ; io 1722 an alderman^, 
«iud in 1733 Lord Mayor of London. N. 
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may ^ve you a disgust to the court; and that retire- 
ment may afford a pleasing prospect to you, who have 
lived 80 long in the hurry, and have borne so great a 
share of the load of business ; and the more so at this 
juncture, when the distraction among your friends is 
enough to make any one sick of a courtier's life. But 
on these very accounts you should choose to stay, and 
convince the world that you are as much above private 
resentment, where the public is concerned, as you are 
incapable of being tired out in the service of your coun- 
try ; and that you are neither afraid nor unwilling to 
face a storm in a good cause. 

It is true, you have less reason than any one I know, 
to regard what the world says of you ; for I know none, 
to whom the world has been more unjust. Yet since 
the most generous revenge is to make the ungrateful ap- 
pear yet more ungrateful, you should still persecute the 
public with fresh obligations ; and the rather, because 
some there are of a temper to acknowledge benefits ; 
and it is to be hoped the rest may not always oonUmie 
stu^. At least (suppose the worst) the anempt to do 
good, carries along with it a secret satisfaction, with 
which if you are not sensibly affected, I am at a loss 
bow to account for many of your actions. I remember 
very well, what you have sometimes said upon this sub- 
ject ; as if you were now grown useless, Sic To whicli 
I have this to answer, that though your efforts are iu 
vain to-day, some unforeseen incident may make them 
otherwise to-mmrrow ; and that, should you by your ab- 
sence lose any happy opportunity, you will be the fir/, 
to reproach yourself with running away, and be the 
last man in the world to pardon it. If I denied self 
interest to be at the bottom of all I have said, I know 
you would think I lied villanously, and perhaps not 
think amiss neither : for I still flatter myself with the 
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ThefoOamms; is their answer to his lordshipy chiefly 

fvriUen by the dean. 

Let not the whigs our tory club rebuke ; 
Give us our earl,^ the devil take their duke.f 
Quoidam qua attinent ad Saiblentn^ 
Want your assistance now to clear 'em* 

One day it will be no disgrace. 

In Scribler to have had a place. 
Come then, my lord, and take your part in 
The important history of Martin. 

THE DEAN. 

A pox on all senders 
For any pretenders, 
Who tell us these troublesome stories 
In their dull humdrum key, 
Of Arma virumque, 
Hanonia^ qui primus ab oris. 
A poz too on Hanmer, 
Who prates like his gran-mere. 
And all his old friends would rebuke. 
In spite of the carle. 
Give us but our earl. 
The devil may take thehr duke. 
Then come and take part in 
The memoirs of Martin ; 
Lay down your white staff and gray habit: 
For trust us, friend Mortimer, 
Should you live years forty more. 
Hose olim mendmsse juvaJbiL 

•OfOiford. B. f Of Marlboroo«h. B. 

1 The duchy of Hiinault H. ' 
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3I0RE LINES OF HUMOUR BY LORD 

TREASURER. 

^/wii 14,1714. 
I HoNOum the men, ar, 
Wiio are ready to aoswer, 
Wheo I ask theoi to stand bj the queen ; 
lo s(^e of orltorS) 
. And blood thhstj praters, 
Whose hatred I highly esteem. 
Let our faith's defender 
Keep oat every pretender. 
And h>ng enjoy her own ; 
Thus yoa four, Are^ 
May imrrily Hve, 
Till factton is dead as a stone. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

I SHWJU> sooner have thanked you ibr your letter, 
but that I hoped to have seen you here by this time. 
Yoa cannot imagine how mueh I un grieved, when I 
find people I wish well to, run counter to their own in* 
terest, and give their enenues such advantages, by being 
so hard opoo their friends as to conclude, if they are 
not withoat Cuilt, they are not to be supported, or scarce 
conversed with. Fortone is a very pretty gentlewoman ; 
but how soon she any be chained, nobody can telL 

* The Ooloe of OfiDODd was one of the oxteen brothen; the du- 
rbe«^ tiodbre, caUs Swift broUier io her lord's right H. 

VOL. XVI. B 
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Frettiag her, with tlie seeing all she does for people only 
makes them despise her, may make her so sick as to al- 
ter her complexion ; but I hope our friends will find her 
constant, in spite of all they do to shock her ; and re- 
member the story of the arrows,* that were very easily 
broke singly ; but when tied up close together, no 
strength of man .could hurt them. But that you may 
never feel any ill consequences from whatever may 
happen, are the sincere wishes of, brother, 

Yours, with all sisterly alTection. 



TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 

MY LORD, Tiondan, May 13, 1714. 

I HAD done myself the honour of writing to your ex- 
cellency, above a month before yours of March the 5th 
came to my hands. The Saturdays* dinners have not 
been resumed since the queen's return from Windsor ; 
and I am not sorr}% since it became so mingled an as- 
sembly, and of so little use either to business or conver- 
sation : so that I was content to read your queries to 
our two great friends. The treasurer stuck at them all ; 
but the secretary acquitted himself of the first, by as* 
suriug me he had often written to your excellency. 

I was told, the other day, of an answer you made to 
somebody abroad, who inquired of you the state aud 
dispositions of our court : '' That you could not tell, 

* In tbis letter the ducho«s alludes to the dirjsioo tliea sabtiitiog 
among the ministers at coart; and it is probable, that the hint about 
the itory of the arrows produced the poem called *' The Faggot,** 
which the dean wrote about this time. It is said, under the title, to 
have been written in tlie year 1713, whrn the queen^s ministen were 
quarrelling amQng Ihrraselvc?. Hi. 
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for 70U had beeo oiA of England a Airtnight" In joar 
letter, you meDtioo the world ^ the moon, and applj it 
to England; but the moon changes but once in four 
ireek& B7 both these instance^ it appears you have a 
better opinion of our steadiness than ve deserve; for I 
do not reoiemhei^ since you left us, that we have con- 
tinued above four days in the same view, or four minutes 
with any manner of concert I assure you, my lord, for 
the concern I have for the common cause, with relation 
to affairs both at home and abroad, and from the per- 
sonal love I bear to our friends in power, I never led a 
life so thoroughly uneasy as I do at present Our situa- 
tion is so bad, that our enemies could not, without 
abundance of invention and ability, liavc placed us so 
ill, if we had left it entirely to their management. For 
my own part, my head turns round ; and after every 
conversation, I come away just one degree worse inform- 
ed than I went. I am glad, for the honour of our na- 
tion, to find by your excellency's letter, Uiat some other 
courts have a share of freozy, though not equal, nor 
of the same nature with onrs. The lieight of honest 
men's wishes at present is, to rub off this session ; after 
which, nobody lias the impudence to expect that we shall 
not immediately fall to pieces: nor is any thing I write 
the least secret, even to a whig footman. 

ffhe queen is pretty well at present : but the least 
disonler she has puts all in alarm; and when it is over 
we act as if she were immortal. Neither is it possible 
to persuade people to make preparations against an evil 
day. There is a negotiation now in hand. Which, I 
hope, will not be abortive : tlie States General are wil- 
ling to declare themselves fully satisGed with the peace 
and the queen's measures, &c. and that b too populn: a 
matter to slight It is impossible to tell you whether the 
prince of Hanover intends to eome over or not I should 
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thmk the latter, by the accounts I have seen ; jet <nir 
adTerearies continue strenuously to assert otherwise; and 
very industriously give out, that the lord treasurer is at 
the bottom : ^hich has given some jealousies not only to 
his best friends, but to some I shall not name ; yet I 
am confident they do him wroug. This formidable 
journey is the perpetual subject both of court and coffee 
house chat 

Our mysterious and uncoocerted ways of proceeding 
Jiave, as it is natural, taught every body to be refiners, 
and to reason themselves into a thousand various conjec- 
tures. Even I, who converse most with people in 
power, am not free from this evil : and particularly, I 
thought myself twenty tinies in the right, by drawing 
conclusions very regularly from premises which have 
proved wholly wrong. I think this, however, to be a 
plain proof that we act altogether by chance ; and that 
the game, such as it is, plays itself. 

By the present enclosed in your excellency's letter, 
I find the Sicilians to be bad delineators, and worse 
poets. As sneakingly as the prince looks at the bishop's 
foot, I could liave made him look ten times worse, and 
have done more right to the piece, by placing your ex- 
cellency there, representing your mistress the queen, 
and delivering the crown to the bishop, with orders 
where to place it. I should like your new king ygmj 
well, if he would make Sicily his constant residence, 
and use Savoy only as a cmnmendam. Old books have 
given roe great ideas of that island. I imagine every 
acre there worth three in England; and that a wise 
prince, in such a situation, would, ai^er some years, 
be able to make what figure he pleased in the Medi- 
terranean. 

The Duke of Shrewsbury, not liking the weather on 
OUT side the water, continues in Ireland, although h< 
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fcmnally took his leave there six weeks ago. Tom 
Harley is every hour expected here, ami writes me 
wor<i, "" be has succeded at Haoover to his wishes.'' 
Lord Stafford writes the same, and gives himself no 
little merit upoo it 

Barber^ the ptioter, was, some time ago, in great dis> 
tress, upoo printing a pamphlet, of which evil tongues 
w otild needs call me the author :* he was brought be- 
fore your house, which addressed the queen in a bodj-, 
who kindly published a proclamation with three hun- 
dred pounds to discover. The fault was, calling the 
Scots " a fierce, poor northern people." So well pro- 
tected are those who scribble for the government ! 
Upon which, I now put one query to your excellency. 
What has a man without employment to do among minis- 
ters, when he can neither serve himself, his friends, nor 
the public ? 

In niy former letter, which I suppose was sent to Paris 
to meet you there, I gave you joy of the government of 
Minorca. One advantage you have of being abroad, 
that you keep your friends ; and I can name almost a 
dozen great men, who thoroughly hate one another, yet 
all love your lordship. If you have a mind to preserve 
their fnendship, keep at a distance ; or come o%'er, and 
show year power, by reconciling at least two of them ; 
and remember, at the same time, that this last is an im- 
possibility. If your excellency were here, I would 
speak to you without any constraint ; but the fear of ac- 
cidents in the conveyance of the letter, makes me keep 
to generals. I am sure you would have prevented a 
great deal of ill, if you had continued among us; but 
people of my level must be content to have their opinioD 

* ** The Public Spirit oT the Whigt." Sec the lord treftsurer^iB 
letter 00 this wt^K^ p. 21 N. 
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asked, and to see it not followed; although I bare 
always given it with the utmost freedom and impaf- 
tiality. I have troubled you too much ; and as a long 
letter from you is the most agreeable thing one can 
receive, ro the most agreeable return would be a sliort 
one. I am ever, with the greatest respect and truth, 
my lord, 

Your excellency's most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



FROM CHIVERTON CHARLTON, ESU. 

CAPTAIN OF TUB YEOMEN OF THB GVARO. 

8iR> May 22, 1714. 

Hearing from honest John,* that you still persist io 
yoiu* resolution of retiring into the country, I cannot 
but give you my thoughts of it, at the same time thai I 
am seniible how intruding it may appear in Bue to troil' 
ble you with what I think; but you have an unlucky 
quality, which exposes you to tiie forwardness of tboee 
-who love you : I mean good nature. From whicb^ 
thon<;h I did not always suspect you guilty of it, I now 
promise myself an easy pardon. So that, witlH)Ut being 
iu much pain as to the censuie you may pass upon mj 
assuiauce, I shall go on gravely to tell you, I am en- 
tirely against your design. 

I confess a just indignation at several things, and 
particularly at the return your services have met withi 

' John Barber, then the Dean^s printer ; io ITJZ an alderman-, 
4ud io 1733 Lord Mayor of London. N- 
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may give yoa a dugust to the court; and that retire- 
ment inaj afiord a plearing prospect to 7011, who haye 
lived 80 loi^ 10 the horrj, and have borne so great a 
share of the load of bunnesB ; and the more so at this 
juncture, when the distraction among jour friends is 
enough to make any one sick of a courUer's life. But 
on these yeiy accounts you should choose to stay, and 
convince the world that you are as much above private 
resentment, where the public is concerned, as jou arc 
incapable of being tired out in the service of jour couii- 
trj ; and that jou are neither afraid nor unwilling to 
face a storm in a good cause. 

It is true, jou have less reason than anj one I know, 
to regard what the worid sajs of jou ; for I know none, 
to whom the world has been more unjust. Yet since 
the most generous revenge is to make the ungrateful ap- 
pear jet more ui^rateful, jou should still persecute the 
public with fresh obligations ; and (he rather, because 
some there are of a temper to acknowledge benefits ; 
and it is to be hoped the rest maj not always oontimie 
stupid. At least (suppose the worst) the anempt to do 
good, carriea along with it a secret satisfaction, with 
which if JOU are not sensiblj affected, I am at a loss 
bow to account for manj of jour actions. I remember 
verj well, what jou have sometimes said upon this sub. 
ject ; as if jou were now grown useless, Sic To whicli 
I have this to answer, that though jour efforts are in 
vain to-daj, some unforeseen incident maj make them 
otherwise to-uHnrrow ; and that, should jou bj jour ab- 
sence lose an J happj opportunitj, jou will be the fir/. 
io reproach jourself with running awaj, and be the 
last man in the world to pardon it If I denied sell 
interest to be at the bottom of all I have said, I know 
JOU would think I lied villanously, and perhaps not 
think amiss neither : for I still flatter myself with the 
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cootiDuance of that favour )rou have on many ocGasioiis 
been pleased to show me ; and am vain eDough to fancy 
I 8hould*-be a consfderable loser, if you were where I 
could not have an opportunity of dubbing my ahilliog' 
^vith you now and then at good eating. But as much 
as I am concerned on this account, I am not so selfish 
to say what I have done, if it were not my real opinion ; 
%vbich, whether you regard or not, I could not deny 
myself the satisfaction of speaking it, and of assuring 
you, that I am, with the utmost sincerity and respect, 
sir, your most obliged, and most faithfiil humble serFant, 

CH. CHARLTON. 

My lady duchess,* I can answer for her, is very much 
your servant, though I have not her commands to say 
so. She is gone to see the Duke of Beaufort, who la 
so ill, it is feared he cannot recover. She went this 
morning so early, I have had no particular accoum 
how he is; but am told, he docs nothing but doze. 
The messenger came to her at three in the morning; 
aud she went away immediately afterward. 

Lady Betty desires me to tijank you for your letter, 
and .would be glad, since the provost is graciouaiy 
pleased to stay her majesty's time, to know where it 
is he designs to stay. 

Honest Townshend and I have the satisfaction to driak 
your health, as often as we do drink together. Whe- 
ther you approve of your being toasted with the 
Bishop of London, and such people, I cannot tell ; 
but at present we have dbpoted you io the first li^t 
of rank tories. 

"» Of Ormond. U. 
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A senrant if jliit oow come from the Ducben of Or- 
mood, and gives such an account of the Duke of 
Beanfcrt, that it is thought he cannol ponibly re- 
cover. 



FROM MR. GAY* 

SIR, jLofkfoit, June 8, 1714. 

SiMCK joa went out ai the town, my Lord Clarendon 
was appointed enroy extraordioaiy to HanoTerr in the 
room of LiOTd Paget; and by making use of those fitoids,. 
which I entirely owe to you, he has accepted me for his 
secretary. This day, by appointment, I met his lord- 
ship at Mr. Secretary Blroraley's office rf he then ordered 
me to be ready by Saturday. I am quite off from the 
Duchess of Monmouth.}; Mr. Lewis was reiy ready 
to serve me upon this occasion, as were Dr. Arbuthnot 
and Mr. Font I am every day attending my lord 
treasurer finr his bounty, in order to set me out ; which 
be has promised me upon the following petition, which 
I sent him by Ik* Arbuthnot : 

The Epigrammatical Petitibo of John Gay. 

I^m no more ta converse with the swains, 

But go where fine people resort : 
One can live without money on plains^ 

But never without it at court. 

* Endorsed, ^ The dean aent Gay abroad.'* N. 

f Bromley was joint secretary with Bolingbroke. H. 

% Mr. Gay had been secretary ,^or domestic steward, to the duchess, 
widow of the Dokeof MoomMth, who was beheaded jo the first year 
of King James 11. B. 

B 2. 
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I( wheo with the swains I did gambol, 

I array'd me in silver and blue : 
When abroad, and in courts I shall ramble^ 

Pray, my lord, how much money will do ? 

We had the honour of the treasurer's company last 
Saturday, when we sat upon Scriblerus.^ Pope is in 
town, and has brought with him the first book of Homer. 

I am this evening to be at Mr. Lewis's witK the Pro- 
vost,! Mr. F<Nx), Pamell, and Pope. It is thought my 
Lord Clarendon will make but a short stay at Honover. 
If it was possible, that any recommendation could be 
procured to make me more distinguished than ordinary, 
during my stay at that court, I should think myself veiy 
happy, if you could contrive any method to prosecute 
it ; for I am told, tliat their civilities very rarely de- 
scend so low as to the secretary. I have all the reason 
in the world to acknowledge this as wholly owing to 
you. And the many favours I Iiave received from you, 
purely out of your k>vc for doing good, assures me you 
will not forget me iu my absence. As for myself, whe- 
ther I am at home or abroad, gratitude will always put 
roe ill mind of the man, to whom I owe so many benefits^ 
I am your most obliged humble servant, 

J. GAT. 

* Meuioirs ofMartiniis ^criblf^nis ; a joiat work of Pope, Arbnth- 
not, and others. See Pope's works. H. 

* Of Pablin College Dr. Bpnjumin Pratt. H., 
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TO MISS VAJiraOMRIGH. 

Vfjfer LtUombe^ near Wantage, Bcrk% June 8, 1714. 

I HAVE not much oews to tell jou from hence, nor 
have I bad one line from any body since I left London, 
of which I am very glad : but to say the truth, I be- 
lieve I shall not stay here so long as I intended ; I am 
at a cleigyman's house, whom I love very well ; but he 
is such a melancholy thoughtful man, partly from nature^ 
and partly by a solitary life, that I shall soon catch the 
spleen from him. Out of ease and complaisance, I de- 
sire him not to alter any of his methods for me : so we 
dine exactly between twelve and one. At eight we 
have some bread and butter, and a glass of ale ; and at 
ten he goes to bed. Wine is a stranger, except a little 
I sent him ; of which, one evening in two, we have a 
pint between us. His wife has been this mouth twenty 
miles ofl^ at her father's, and will not return these ten 
days. I never saw her : and perhaps the house will be 
worse when she comes. I read all day, or walk ; and 
do not speak as many words as I have now writ, in three 
days : so that, in short, I have a mind to steal to Ireland, 
unless I find myself take more to this way of living, so 
different, in every circumstance, from what I left. This 
is the first syllable I have writ to any body since you 
saw me. I shall be glad to hear from you, not as you 
are a Londoner, but as a friend ; for I cnre not three- 
pence for news, nor have heard one syllabic since I came 
here. The pretender, or Duke of Cambridge, may 
both be lamled, and I never the wiser : but if this place 
were ten times worse, nothing shall make mc return 
to town, while things are iq the situation I left them. 
I give a guinea a week for my bo^rd, and can eat any 
thing. 
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thmk the latter, by the accounts I have seen ; jet mir 
adTerearies contiDue strenuously to assert otherwise; aDd 
very industriously give out, that the lord treasurer is at 
the bottom : ^hich has given some jealousies not only (o 
his best friends, but to some I shall not name ; yet I 
am confident they do him wroug. This formidable 
journey is the perpetual subject both of court and coffee 
house chat 

Our mysterious and uncoocerted ways of proceeding 
Jiave, as it is natural, taught every body to be refiners, 
and to reason themselves into a thousand various conjec- 
tures. Even I, who converse most with people in 
power, am not free from this evil : and particularly, I 
thought myself twenty times in the right, by drawing 
conclusions very regulariy from premises which have 
proved wholly wrong. I think this, however, to be a 
plain proof that we act altogether by chance ; and that 
the game, such as it is, plays itself. 

By the present enclosed in your excellency's letter, 
I find the Sicilians to be bad delineators, and worse 
poets. As sneakingly as the prince looks at the bishop's 
foot, I could liave made him look ten times worse, and 
have done more right to the piece, by placing your ex- 
cellency there, representing your mistress the queen, 
and deliverhig the crown to the bishop, with orders 
where to place it. I should like your new king i/Hry 
well, if he would make Sicily his constant residence, 
and use Savoy only as a cmnmendam. Old books have 
given roe great ideas of that island. I imagine every 
acre there worth three in England; and that a wise 
prince, in such a situation, would, ai^er some years, 
be able to make what figure he pleased in the Medi- 
terranean. 

The Duke of Shrewsbury, not liking the weather on 
oiTT side the water, continues in Ireland, although he 
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formally took his leave there six weeks ago. Tom 
Harlej is every hour expected here, ami writes me 
word, "*• be has suoceded at HanoTer to his wishes.** 
Lord Stafford writes the same, and gires himself no 
little merit upoo it 

Barber, the printer, was, some time ago, in great dis- 
tress, upon printing a pamphlet, of which evil tongues 
would needs call me the author :* be was brought be- 
fore jour house, which addressed the queen in a bodj*, 
who kindly published a proclamation with three hun- 
dred pounds to discover. The fault was, calling the 
Scots " a fierce, poor northern people." So well pro- 
tected are those who scribble for the government ! 
Upon which, I now put one query to your excellency. 
What has a man without employment to do among minis- 
ters, when lie can neither serve himself, hb friends, nor 
the public ? 

In my former letter, which I suppose was sent to Paris 
to meet you there, I gave yon joy of the government of 
Ulnorca. Oue advantage you have of being abroad, 
that you keep your friends ; and I can name ahnoit a 
dozen great med, who thoroughly hate one another, yet 
all love your lordship. If you have a mind to preserve 
their friendship, keep at a distance ; or come over, and 
show your power, by reconciling at least two of them ; 
and remember, at the same time, that this last is an im- 
possilnlity. If your excellency were here, I would 
speak to you without any constraint ; but the fear of ac- 
cidents in the conveyance of the letter, makes me keep 
to generals. I am sure you would have prevented a 
great deal of ill, if you had continued among us ; but 
people of my level must be content to have their opioioD 

« «* Tlie Ftablic Spirit oT the Whigt.'> Sec the lord treasorer's 
letter OB this 8uf9«ct,P- XI N. 
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asked, aod to see it not followed; although I bare 
always given it with the utmost freedom and impaf- 
tiality. I have troubled you too much ; and as a long 
letter from you is the most agreeable thing one can 
receive, ro the most agreeable return would be a short 
one. I am ever, with the greatest respect and truth, 
my lord, 

Your excellency's most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



FROM CHIVERTON CHARLTON, ESCt 

CAPTAIN OF TUB YEOMEN OF THB GVARO. 

8iR> May 22, 1714. 

Hearing from honest John,* that you still persist io 
yoiu* resolution of retiring into the country, I cannot 
but give you my thoughts of it, at the same time thai I 
am seniible how intruding it may appear tn Bue to trou- 
ble you with what I think; but you have an unlucky 
quality, which exposes you to tiie forwardness of tboee 
-who love you : I mean good nature. From whicb^ 
thon<;h I did not always suspect you guilty of it, I now 
promise myself an easy panlon. So that, witlH)Ut being 
iu much pain as to the censuie you may pass upon mj 
assuiauce, I shall go on gravely to tell you, I am en- 
tirely against your design. 

I confess a just indignation at several things, and 
particularly at the return your services have met withi 

' John Barber, then the Dean^s printer j io 17J12 an alderman-, 
4ud io 1733 Lord Mayor of London. N. 
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may give yoa s dugust to the court; and that retire- 
ment inaj afiord a pleanng prospect to you, who have 
lived 90 lonig io the horrj, and have borne so great a 
share of the load of businesB ; and the more so at this 
jaDCture, when the distraction among your friends is 
enough to make any one sick of a comtier^s tile. But 
on these very accounts you should choose to stay, and 
convince the world that you are as much above private 
resentment, where the public is concerned, as you are 
incapaUe of being tired out in the service of your coun- 
try ; and that you are neither afraid nor unwilling to 
face a storm in a good cause. 

It is true, you have less reason than any one I know, 
to regard what the world says of you ; for I know none, 
to whom the world has been more unjust. Yet since 
the most generous revenge is to make the ungratefid ap- 
pear yet more ungrateful, you should still persecute the 
public with fresh obligations ; and the rather, because 
some there are of a temper to acknowledge benefits ; 
and it is to be hoped the rest may not always continue 
stupid. At least (suppose the worst) the anempt to do 
good, carries dofljg wkh it a secret satisfaction, with 
which if you are not sensibly affected, I am at a loss 
bow to account for many of your actions. I remember 
very well, what you have somedmes said upon this sub- 
ject ; as if you were now grown useless, Sx. To whicli 
I have this to answer, that though your efforts are in 
vain to-day, aome unforeseen incident may make them 
otherwise to-nHnrrow ; and that, should you by your ab- 
sence lose any happy opportunity, you will be the fir/ 
io reproach yourself with running away, and be the 
last man in the world to pardon it If I denied sell 
interest to be at the boUom of all I have said, I know 
you would think I lied villanously, and perhaps not 
tinnk amiss neither : for I still flatter myself with the 
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ootiDuaoce of that favour )rou have on many occaaiona 
iCCD pleased to show me ; and um vaio eDough to fancy 
£ 8liould*-be a consfderable loser, if you were where I 
could not have an opportunity of clubbing my ahilluig' 
vtiih you now and then at good eatmg. But as much 
as I am concerned on this account, I am not so selfish 
to say ^rhat I have done, if it were not my real opinion ; 
ubich, Mhether you regard or not, I could not deny 
myself the satisfaction of speaking it, and of assuring 
you, that I am, with the utmost sincerity and respect, 
sir, your most obliged, and most faithfid liomUe servant, 

CH. CHARLTON. 

My lady duchess,* I can answer for her, is very much 
your servant, though I have not her commands to say 
so. She is gone to see the Duke of Beaufort, who Is 
so ill, it is feared he cannot recover. She went this 
morning so early, I have had no particular accooot 
how he is; but am told, he docs notliing but doze. 
The messenger came to her at three in the morning; 
aud she went away immediately afterward. 

Lady Betty desires me to tliank you for your letter^ 
and .would be glad, since the provost is grttciousfy 
pleased to stay her majesty's time, to know where it 
is he designs to stay. 

Honest Townshend and I have the satisfaction to drink 
your health, as often as we do drink together. Whe- 
ther you approve of your being toasted with the 
Bishop of London, and such people, I cannot tell 
but at present we have disposed you io the first li? 
of rank tones. 

''QfOnBODd U. 
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A senrant if jliit now come finom the Ducben of Or- 
mood, and gives such an account of the Duke of 
Beaulbit, tliat it is thought he cannol pwiMy se- 
- cover. 



FROM MR. GAY* 

SIR, London^ June 8, 1 714. 

SiMCK 70a went out oi the tovn, mj Lord Clarendon 
was appointed envoy extraordinary to Hanoverr in the 
room of Liord Paget ; and by making use of those friendsr 
vhich I entirely owe to you, he has accepted me for his 
secretary. This day, by appointment, I met his lord- 
ship at Mr. Secretary Blroralej's office rf he then ordered 
me to be ready by Saturday. 1 am quite off from tlie 
Duchess of Monmouth.}: Mr. Lew& was my ready 
to serve me upon this occanbn, as were Dr. Arbuthnot 
and Mr. Font I am every day attending my lord 
tieasuier finr his bounty, in order to set me out ; which 
he has promised me upon the following petition, whick 
I sent him by Ik. Arbuthnot : 

The Epigrammatical Petition of John Gar. 

I'm no more ta converse with the swains, 

But go where fine people resort : 
One can live without money on plains^ 

But never without it at court. 

* Eodoraed, ^ The dean aent Gaj abroad.*' N. 

f Breinley wai joint secretary with Boliogbroke. H. 

% Mr. Gajhad beea aeeretarf ^or domestic steward, to the duchess, 
widow of the Dokeof MonoMutb, who was beheaded io the first year 
of King James 11. B. 

B 2 
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If, wheo with the swains I did gambol, 

I array'd me in silver and blue : 
When abroad, and in courts I shall ramble^ 

Pray, my lord, how much money will do ? 

We had the honour of the treasurer's company last 
Saturday, when we sat upon Sciiblerus.'*'' Pope Is io 
town, and has brought with him the first book of Homer. 

I am this evening to be at Mr. Lewis's with the Pro- 
yost,t Mr. Ford, Pamell, and Pope. It is Uiought my 
Lord Clarendon will make but a short stay at Hooover. 
If it was possible, that any recommendatioD could be 
procured to make me more distinguished than ordinary, 
during my stay at that court, I should think myself veiy 
happy, if you could contrive any method to prosecute 
it ; for I am told, that their civilities very rarely de- 
scend so low as to the secretary. I have all the reason 
in the world to acknowledge this as wholly owing to 
you. And the many favours I have received from you, 
purely out of your Jove for doing good, asnurei me you 
will not foi-get me in my absence. As for myselfy whe- 
ther I am at home or abroad, gratitude will alwayi put 
me iu mind of the man, to whom I owe so many benefits^ 
I am your most obliged humble servant^ 

J. GAY. 

* Memoirs of Martinus ScriWenis ; a joint work «f Pope, Arbuth- 
not, and others. See Pope^s works. H. 
f Of Dublin Colleg**, Dr. Benjamin Pratt. H*, 
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TO MISS VAiraOMRIGH. 

Vpftr Lticombt^ near Wcmlage, Berks^ June 8, 1714. 

I HAVE not much news to tell you fi-om hence, nor 
have I had one line from any body since I left London, 
of which I am very glad : but to say the truth, I be- 
lieve I shall not stay here so long as I intended ; I am 
at a cleigyman's house, whom I love very well ; but he 
is such a melancholy thoughtful man, partly from nature^ 
and partly by a solitary life, that I shall soon catch the 
;Bpleen from him. Out of ease and complaisance, I de- 
sire him not to alter any of his methods for me : so we 
dine exactly between twelve and one. At eight we 
have some bread and butter, and a glass of ale ; and at 
ten he goes to bed. Wine is a stranger, except a little 
I sent him ; of which, one evening in two, wc have a 
pint between us. His wife has been this mouth twenty 
miles ofl^ at her father's, and will not return these ten 
days. I uever saw her : and perhaps the house will be 
worse when she comes. I read all day, or walk ; and 
do not speak as many words as I have now writ, in three 
days : so that, in short, I have a mind to steal to Ireland, 
ualess I find myself take more to this way of living, so 
diflferent, in every circumstance, from what I left. This 
is the first syllable I have writ to any body since you 
saw me. I shall be glad to hear from you, not as you 
are a Londoner, but as a friend ; for I care not three- 
pence for news, nor have heard one syllabic since I came 
here« The pretender, or Duke of Cambridge, may 
both be landed, and I never the wiser : but if this place 
were ten times worse, nothing shall make mc return 
to town, while things are ip the situation I left them. 
I give a guinea a week for my board, and can eat any 
Vhhig^ 
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FROM MR. BARBER. 

DEAR SIR, Lmitni Jum 8, 1714 

I HATE eocloeed all the letters that have come to wj 
hands. I saw mj lord treasurer to-daj, who asked me 
where you were gone ? I told his lordship jou were in 
Berkshu*e.* He answered, ^' It is very well ; I suppoae 
I shall soon hear from him." My Liord BoKugbroke 
was very merry with me upon your joui'uey, and hoped 
the world would be the better for your retirement, and 
that I should soon be the midwife. The schism bill was 
read the second time yesterday, aod committed for to- 
morrow, without a divfebn. Every body is in the 
greatest consternation at your retirement, and wonders 
at the cause. I tell ihera, it is for your health's sake. 
Mr. Gay is made secretary to my Lord Clarendon, and 
is well pleased with his promotion. The queen it so 
well that the Sicilian ambassador has his audience to- 
night She can walk, thank God, and is well recover- 
ed. »**»#### consent, I will appdnt the happy 
day ; as does, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

TYRANT. 

( forgot to tell yru that I saw Mr. Harley, who told aw 
he would instantly send for the hone from Hereford- 

'^ Swift baviog io vain endearoured to hriog aboutareconciliatkNi 
between the Lords Oxford and Boliogbroke, retired about thii time, to 
ihe hou:>f of hb friend the Rev. Mr. Geiy, at Letcombe, Berki: 
where he wrote '* Free Thoaj^hti on the preient State of Aflhin;** 
which throiif b the medium of hii firiend John, be put to the prcM of 
John Barber; who, pleased with his pamphlet, but not knowing by 
whom it was written, communicated it to Lord Boliogbroke, who 
made in it some alterations not attested hy the Dean, and which re- 
tarded the progress at the press so long, that in the interim the queen 
died, and the pamphlet was wholl7 suppressed. N. 
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shire, but that, being at grasB, he had ordered his man 
not to ride haid ; hut that you should have him with 
all eoDveoieiit ^ed« 



FROM DR. ARBURTHiSrOT, THE ClUEEITO 
DOMESTIC PHYSICIAN. 

DSAU BROTHBR,* St James% Juru 12, 1714. 

I AM glad jour proud stomach is come dowa, aod that 
you submit to write to your frieuds. I was of opioioD, 
that if they mauaged you right, they might bring yotf 
to be even fond of an article in the Postboy, or Flying- 
post. As for the present state of our court aflDiirs, I 
thank God, I am almost as ignorant as you are, to my 
great ease and comfort. I have never inquired about 
any thing, since my Lady Masham told the dragon,f 
that she would carry no more messages, nor meddle, nor 
make, &c* I do not know whether things were quite so 
bad when you went The dragon manages this bill^ 
pretty well; for you know that it is hl&fcrU: and I 
believe, at the rate they go on, they will do mischief to 
themselves, and good to nobody else. 

You know that Gay goes to Hanover, and my lord 
treasurer has promised to equip hiro. Monday is the 
day of departure ; and he is now dancing attendance for 
money to buy him shoes, stockings, and linen. The 
duchess has turned him oii;|| which I am afraid will 
make the poor man's condition worse, instead of better. 

* One of the sixteen. H. 

f Lord Treasurer Oxford. B. 

t '^To prevent the growth of schum^ and for the further securiljr 
of the church oTEuglaDd, as by law established.** It passed the house 
of lords, June 13, 1714. B. 

11 The duchess of Monmouth, to whom he had bera secretarr> R. 
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The dragoQ was with us on Saturday night last, after 
baying sent us really a most excellent copy of verses. 
I really believe when he lays down, he will prove a 
very good poet I remember the first part of his verses 
was complaining of ill usage ; and at last lie concludes^ 

" He that cares not to rule, will be sure to ohejr, 

When summon*d by Arbutbnot, Pope, Pamell, and Gay/* 

Pamell has been thinking of going chaplain to my 
Lord Clarendon; but they will not. say whether he 
should or not. I am to meet our club at the Pall-mall 
coffeehouse, about one to-day, where we cannot fail 
to remember you. The queen is in good health ; much 
in the same circumstances with the gentleman I men- 
tioned, in attendance upon her ministers for something 
she cannot obtain. My Lord and my Lady Masham, 
and Lady Fair, remember you kinclly ; and none with 
more sincere respect than your affectionate brother, and 
humble servant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT, 



FROM MR. POPE. 

June 18, 1714. 

Whatever apologies it might become me to make at 
any other time for writing to you, I shall use none now, 
to a roan who lias owned himself as splenetic as a cat in 
the country. In that circumstance, I know by expe- 
rience a letter is a very useful, as well as amusing thing : 
if you are too busied in state affairs to read it, yet you 
may find entertainment in folding it into divers figures, 
riihcr doubling it into a pyramidical, or twisting it into 
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a aerpendme farm ; or if jwa diapodtioQ should not be 
so mathematical, in taking it willi you to that place 
If liere men of studioas minds are apt to sit longer than 
ordinary ; whcK^ after an abrupt division of the paper, 
it may noi>ben6iplea8ant to try to fit and rejoin the 
broken lines together. All these amusements I am no 
stranger to in the country, and doubt not but fby this 
time) you begin to relish them, in your present contem- 
plative atnation. 

I remember a man, who was thought to have some 
knowledge in the world, used to affirm, that no people 
in* town ever complained they were forgotten by their 
friends in the country : but my increasing experience 
convinces me he was mistaken ; for I find a great many 
here grievously complainii^ of you, upon this score. I 
am told farther, that you treat the few you correspond 
with in a very arrogant style, and tell them you admire 
at their insolence in disturbing your meditations, or even 
inquiring of your retreat :"* but this I will not positively 
as^rt, because I never received any such insulting 
epistle from you. My Lord Oxford says you have not 
written to him once since you went : but this perhaps 
may be only policy, in him or you : and I, who am half 
a whig, must not entirely credit any thing he affirms. 
At Button's it is reported you are gone to Hanover, and 
that Gay goes only on an embassy to you. Others ap- 
prehend some dangerous state treatise from your retire* 
ment; and a wit who aflTects to imitate Balzac, says, 
ihat the ministry now are like those heathens of old, who 
received their oracles from the woods. The gentlemen 
of the Roman Catholic persuasion are not unwilling to 
credit me, when I whisper that you are gone to meet 
some Jesuits commissioned from the court of Rome, in 

■ " At a frircd's hoirs*? in Berkshire. See the preceding letter?. >'. 
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order to settle the most conveoleot methods to be takeit 
for the coming of the pretender. Dr. Arbuthnot is sin- 
gular in his opinion, and imagines yoor only design is 
to attend at full leisure to the life and adventures of 
Scriblerus.* This indeed must be granted pf greater 
importance than all the rest; and I wish I could pro- 
mise so well of you. The top of my own ambition is 
to contribute to that great work, and I shall translate 
Homer by the by. Mr. Gay has acquainted you what 
progress J have nuide in it I cannot name Mr. Gay, 
without all the acknowledgments which I shall ever owe 
you, on his accounts If I writ this in verse, I would 
tell you, you are like the sun, and while men imagine 
you to be retired or absent, are hourly exerting your in- 
dulgence, and bringing things to maturity for their ad» 
vantage. Of all the world, you are the man (without 
flattery) who serve your friends with the least ostenta- 
tion ; it is almost ingratitude to thank you, eonfiderim; 
your temper; and this is the period of all my letter 
which I fear you will think the most impertinent. I aO|. 
with the truest afiection^ 

Yours, dzc 



* This prqiect (in which the princijpal- persont engaged were Oh 
Arbothoot, Dr. Swift, and Mr. Pope) was a very ooble one. It wat 
to write a complete satire m prose apon the abuses in every braoch of 
science, comprised in the history of tlie life and writings of ScriUe- 
rus ; the issue of whieh were only some detached- parts and fragments, 
such as the ^ Memoirs of Seriblemt,*^ the ** Travels of Gulliver/* the 

Treatise of the Profound,** the Uteral "Criticisms on Vfrgil,** 4c 

WAKBUaVOH. 

But the ihfu lait^BcntioMd works were not atatt on the chaneter 
Dr. ScriUerus. Di, Wmaktok* 
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FROM THOMAS HARLET, ESQ.* 

iiiR, June Id, 1714. 

TouB letter gave me a great deal of pleasure. I do 
Doi meaa oolj the satisfactioo ooe must alwajrs fiod in 
hearing Irom so good a frieod, who has distinguished 
himself in the uorjd, and foriqed a new character, which 
nobody is vain enough to pretend to imitate. But jou 
must know, the moment after jou disappeared, I found 
it was to no purpose to be unconcerned, and to slight (as 
I really have done) all the dllj stories and schemes I 
met with every day ; the elSects of self-conceit, and a 
frightened, hasty desire of gain. They asked me, 
^ Has not the Dean left the town ? Is not Dr. Swift 
gone into the country ?^ — Yes; and I would liave gone 
into the country too, if I had not learned, one cannot be 
hurt till one turns one's back; for which reason I will 
go DO more on their errands. But, seriously, you never 
heard such bellowing about the town of the state of the 
nation, especially among the sharpers, sellers of bear- 
skins,! and the rest of that kind ; nor such ciying and 
squalling among the ladles; insomuch that it has at last 
reached the house of commons ; which I am sorry 
for, because it is hot and uneasy sitting there in this sea* 
son of the year. But I was told to day, that in some 
countries, people are forced to watch day and night, to 
keep wild beasts out of their com. Do you not pity me, 

* This gentlemaD was cousin to the lord treasorer. He died io 
lanuarj 1727; and left his estate to Edward Harley, Esq. U. 

f Stockjobbers. He who sells that of which he is not possessed, is 
said proverbially to seU the beards skin, while the bear runs in the 
woods. And it being eommon for stod^obbers to make contracts 
for traniferring stock at a ftiture time, though they were not poa- 
seised of the stock to be transftrred, they are called sellers of heig:. 
drtes. H. 
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for jieldiog to such grave sajiogs, to be stifled every 
day in the hoose of commoDS ? 

When I was out of England, I used to receive five 
or six letters each post with this passage, ^' As for what 
passes here, you will be informed by others much better; 
therefore I sliall not trouble you with any thing of that 
sort." You will give me leave to use it now, as my 
excuse to you for not writing news. I hope honest Gay 
will be better supplied by some friend or other. Before 
I received your direction, I had ordered my servant, 
who comes next Monday out of Herefordshire, to leave 
your horse at the Crown in Farriogdon, where you can 
easily send for him. I hear he was so fat, tliey could 
not travel him till he was taken down ; and I ordered 
he should go short journeys ; he is of a good breed, and 
thcrefoi*e I hope will prove well : if not, use him like a 
bastard, and I will choose another for you. I ai% t&tf 
your most faithful humble servant, 

T. HARLET« 



FROxM MR. THOMAS.^ 

Heverend SIR, Jtttie 22y 17U. 

It was with some difliculty, that I prevailed with 
myself to forbear acknowledging yoiur very kind letter. 
I can only tell you, it shall be the business of my life^ 
to endeavour to deserve the opinion you express of me^ 
and thereby to recommend myself to the continuance of 
your friendship. 

* Secretary to lord treasurer. See p. 40. 73.-^A letter to the Earl 
of Oxford from this Mr. Thomaf, who retired into Wales, on the An- 
tiquity of English and British Poetry, may be seen among the Har* 
feito M bS. iu the British Museum. N. 
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My lord treasarer docs, npoo all occanons, do justice 
to jour merit; aod has Gqiressed to all his friends the 
great esteem he has for so hearty and honest a Mend, 
and particularly oo occasion of the letter you mention 
to have lately writ to him. And all his friends can in- 
form you with what pleasure he communicated it to 
them* 

And now for buaness^; I am to acquaint you, that last 
Thursday I received the 501. (which now waits your or- 
ders) and dated your receipt accordingly, which I deli- 
vered to Mr. Wetham, who paid Hie the mmiey. 

I do not furetend to tell yon how matters go. Our 
friend says very bad. I am sanguine enough to hope 
notwone. 

I am, with all possible esteem, ever your's, 

WILLIAM THOMAS. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

DEAR BEOTHEBy KtHSHlgtOn^ JufU 26, 1714. 

I HAD almost resolved not Co write to you, for fear of 
disturbing so happy a state as you describe. On the 
other band, a little of the devil, that cannot endure any 
body should enjoy a paradise, almost provoked me to 
give you a long and melancholy state of our affairs. For 
you must know, that it is just my own case. I have 
with great industry endeavoured to live in ignorance, 
but at the same time would enjoy Kensington garden ; 
and then some busy discontented body or another comes 
just cross me, and b^ns a dismal story ; and before I 
go to supper, I am as full of grievances as the most know- 
ing of them. 

I will plague you a little, by tellin«i: you the dragon 
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dies hard. He if now kicking aud cuifiog about bim 
like the devil : and you know parliamentary manage- 
roeot is the forUy but no hopes of anj setllement between 
the two champions. The dragon said last night to mj 
Lady Masham and me, that it is with great industry he 
keeps hb friends, who are very numerous, from pulling 
all to pieces. Gay had a hundred pounds in due time, 
and went away a happy man. I have solicited both 
lord treasurer and Lord Boiingbroke strongly for the 
Parnelian, and gave them a memorial the other day. 
Lord treasurer speaks mighty aflfectionately of him, 
which you know is an ill sign in ecclesiastical prefer- 
ments. "Witness some, that you and I know, when the 
contrary was the best sign in the world* Pray remem- 
ber Martin,* who is an innocent fellow, and will aot dis- 
turb your solitude. The ridicule of medicine is so co- 
pious a subject, that I must only here and there touch 
it I have made him study physic from the apotheca- 
ries' bills, where there is a good plentiful field for a sa- 
tire upon the present practice. One of his projects was, 
by a stamp upon blistering plasters, and melilot by the 
yard, to raise money for the government, and to give it 
to Radciifie and others to farm. But there was likely to 
be a petition from the inhabitants of London aud West- 
minster, who had no mind to be flayed. There WM a 
problem about the doses of purging medicines publUwd 
four years ago, showing that they ought to be in propor* 
lion to the bulk of the patient. From thence Martin en- 
deavours to determine the question about the wdght of 
the ancient men, by the doses of physic that were given 
them. One of his best inventions was a map of diseases 
for the three cavities of the body, and one for the exter- 



* M artioQB ScriUcroi, of whom Pope, Arbuthnot, and othen wff» 
to write the Memoin . H*. 
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od parts; joitlike the fiBHr^BJvlen of the world. Theo 
the great diaeaBes are like capital cities^ with their sjrvp- 
tomsaU like streets and soliiirlM^ with the mds that lead 
to other diseases. It is thicker set with towas than anj 
Flanders map yoa erer saw. Radcfiffie is painted at the 
coiner of 'the map, contending for the onivenal empire of 
this world, and the rest of the physicians opposing his 
amhitioiis designs, with a project of a treaty of partitioa 
to settle peace. 

There is an excellent snhject of ridicnle from some of 
the German physicians, who set up a sensitive soul as a 
sort of a first minirter to the rationaL Helmont calls 
him Aiduens. Dofanis calls him MIcrocoometor. He 
has under him several other genn, that reside in the par- 
ticular parts of the body, particularly Prince Cardhoe- 
lech in the heart; Gasterooax in the stomach; and the 
plaatic prince in the organs of generation. I believe I 
could make you laugh at the explicatioo of distempers 
from the wars and alliances of those princes; and how 
the first minister gets the better of hb mistrcas anhma r«- 
iieuaUs. 

The best is^ that it b makii^ reprisals upon the poli- 
ticians, who are sure to allegorise all the animal econo> 
my into state afTairs. Pope has been collecdng higjh 
flights of poelry, which are very good ; they are to be 
solemn nonsense. 

I thought upon the foUowiog the other day, as I was 
going into my coach, the dust beli^ troublesome : 

The dost io anaUcr particles arose, 
Than those whidk floid bodies do compoEe; 
Cootraries in extremes do often OMei, 
*Twas now 90 dry, that 70a might call it wet 

I do not give you these lunts to divert you, but that you 
Biay have your thoughts, and wwk upon them. 
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I know yeu love me heartily, and jet I \iill not owii| 
that you love me better than I love you. My Lord and 
Lady Masham love you too, and read your letter to me 
trith pleasure. My lady says she will write to y^u, 
whether you write to her or not. Dear friend, adieu. 



TO LORD TREASURER OXFORD. 

jiiY LOUD, Julif 1, 1714. 

V\^HKN I was with you, I have said more thau oooe, 
that I would never allow quality or station made any 
real dilTcrcBCC between men. Being now absent and for- 
gotten,'^ I have changed my mind : you have a thousand 
people who can pretend they love you, with as much ap- 
pearance of sincerity as J ; so that, according to commoa 
justice, I can have but a thousandth part in return of 
what I give. And this difTeronce is wholly owing to 
your station. Aud the misfortune is stiil the greater, 
because I always loved you just so much the worse fcit 
your station : for, in your public capacity, you have of- 
ten angered me to the heart; but, as a private man, 
never once. So that, if I only look toward myself I 
could wish you a private man to-morrow : for I have 
nothing to ask ; at least nothing that you will give, which 
Ts the same thing : and then you would see whether I 
should not with much more willingness attend you in a 
retirement, wheuever you please to give me leave, thao 
ever I did at London or Windsor. From these senti- 
ments, I will never write to you, if I can help it, other- 
wise than as to a private person, or allow myself to have 
been obliged by you in any otlier capacity. 

* The dean wa? now retired to J.etcombe. See p. 3\ K. 



> 
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The menioiy of one great instance of your caDdoaf 
aiid justice, I will carry to my grave : that hayiog beeo 
io a manner domestic with you ibr almost foar yean, it 
was never in the power of any public, or concealed coe- 
roy, to make you think 111 of me, though malice and 
envy were often employed to that end. If I live, pos- 
terity shall know that, and more ; which, though you, 
and somebody that shaU be nameless, seem to vidue less 
than I could wish, is all the return I can make you. Will 
you i^e me leave to say how I would desire to stand in 
your meaoiy ? As one, who was tnily sensible of the 
honwu you did him, thou^ he was too proud to be vain 
iqMMiit: as ooe, who was neither assuming, officious, nor 
teasing; who never wiHully misrepr e sented penons or 
facts to you, nor consulted his paasioos .when he gave a 
diaiacter:, and lastly, as one, whose indiscretions pro- 
ceeded rilogether from a weak head, and not an ill heart. 
It wiE add one tlnng more, which is the highest compli- 
ment I can make, that I never was afraid of oflfending 
you, DOT am now In any pain for the manner I write to 
you in. I have said enough ; and, like one at your le- 
vee, having made my bow. I dvink back into the crowd. 
I am, &c* 



FROM MR. BARBER. 

HONOURED SIR, LondoH, Juiif G, 1714. 

I HAD yours of the 3d instant, and am heartily glad 
of your being in health, which I hope will contioue. 
Pray draw, what bills you please : I will pay them on 
demand. 

I win take care of Mrs. Roll^s affair. I ^visli you 
would writf to her. I had a vbit from Mrs. Bracklcy 
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to day ; she gives her humble service, and desired my 
assistance with General Hill. I told her it was best to 
stay till there was a master ; and I did not doubt but 
something would be done. 

I fortunately met Lord Bolingbroke yesterday, the 
raiuute I had your letter. I attacked him for some 
wine, and he immediately ordered you two dozen of red 
French wine, and one dozen of strong Aaziana white 
wine. The hamper will be sent to-morrow by Robert 
Stone the Wantage carrier, and will be there on Friday, 
i am afraid it will cost you 5s, to George, my kmTb 
butler ; but I would do nothing without order. My 
lord bid me tell you this morning, that he will write to 
you, and let you know, that as great a philosopher as 
you are, you have had the pip ; that the public aflUn 
are carried on with the same zeal and quick deqwtch 
as when you was here ; nay, that they are improved in 
several particulars ; that the same good nndentan^ng 
continues ; that he hopes the world will be the better 
for your retirement ; that your immitable pen was never 
more wanted than now ; and more, which I cannot re- 
member. I believe he expects you should write to 
him. He spoke many aflfectionate and handsome things 
in your favour. I told him your story of the spaniel 
which made him laugh heartily. 



uucimt. swivr. 



FHOM MH. BAUBEtt TO MR- FOED.* 



«iu. Leittidh HiU, Juii/ 6, 171, 

lTililiKKV[.l.V aditinwlcJgc ike rcCKijitaf a jiacltelf 
scBl hsl tiumln)-. I bav43 iliowri tt onl^ lo out piiTbOU,! 
uho b diatmcd wllh it, tiu<l will laakc Ktaa imull 
altcmlioiu mij adilitioits (o it, witli jmt Icnvt^ You 
Kill (lie ciunc'i give leave, nli^D I tdl you, ilni it is 
uiie »f ilie btit [leus Id Ei)glajj<l. Pray rnvour mc wU^ 



1^^^ 



I anil ^ 



Vttiir mosl ubi»U«ia wivDiii, 

JOHN BARBEtf 



^ehwd jsm, ./ii/w u, I 

1 moELD oot have prcsumc<l lo break. In upou | 
ifiltremcuttDOrwiuudi as iiH)uiro for jour mlilrti^-ll 
iiol tlic iocloserf £lvcu irie a fair uccauuri n 
jQtir b<:allli. I ti(.-etl nut atlii aiiy lliiiig to ntiat tbc por 
pel's will infonn jou t(iucliiij!j{ ibul alTiur. Tlic {irisou 
luoutloucil in the bofou's Icilci Iiei» mil ytl caHmi upon 
ne. When you tuvo cnOorKil Ibe hiW>t ol' altoiney, 
[Heate to retuni Uuil uiwl ilie burnii'« kitcr, ili;it I muy 
(luttctufllly fullatv hi* ilircctioiw. I (Jmo nul mtniiiaii 
uuy thiug oT pulilicit (o oue. (bat liaa purposely uitll- 

* Ttii> IctUir wat diiipjltud, End dIrnleJ tt 

xt St, Duiulau'B iMilI^p-hiiUK, riecVulfiel -, auil ia Ui, 
wDnui, " JotiQ B«rbrrMcU(T abuuttlic jiiLiiJiibln. 
4 "Free t1iaugbtioiiUi«^i'eiHiiil8utao( A0^t^t" P> 
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(Iraniiliiiobclf from the iliii ofil. I ihall mt\y idl }<Hf, 
tliat )'nur rilcjnls applaud yaur conduct w'xlh wlatuiti ii< 
your Duii ca«e ; bill Uicj- tliiuk it Innl jim thoiiltl ubili- 
CBte at a juncture your A'ienililiip wenis to be of DiiMt 

(I iliem. I am BUie gomp of lliem waul yout B*h*icc, 
«a ucll as siEeistRDcc. Yoit nill foi-^ive lliiK digrcsMoii 
'ftoiii biieiucfs, when I tell you I t\>a\l not repeat thh 
troubte, aot haviog bo luucb as krpt b coiiy of your di- 
rection. You mny tVireci your conimuodB (o nCi undoi 
cover, to our cmnnmii frtcude. I hope yon bullcTc mc 

cnsiblc of obligations to ix-ed ibimal aesimucct ei 
tlie eluceic respect. «heie« iili I am, reverend sir. jow 
iD08t obedient ami nioi^l humble Bcrvaut, 

WILLIAM THOJIAS. 



b'&OSl ERASMUS LEWIS. ES(t.j 



tletlre (iT 1 



m, U'kitchall, Juli/ 0, 

You jsivc mc sucb goorl rciuoas for youi 
knowing nliat bcconiee of our gmad alTali', thai, 
oblige you, ami perhspd to give mysetr v^ul, 1 will |eH 
you nlial I ih'iak on it. I'lit two Indi^s^ leeni M bSTt 
rieieriiilnrd the fall of tbc drogon^t u>tt1 lo ei)icr(alo & 
G))iineT)ctil notion, tlint theie »liall be no momittirtt 
fTttnitr, but lIiKt nil powev ehatl rmldu In one. ttnd pne 
fit in (lie other. The man ofincrcuo'i sootbea (Iicm b 
thii Doliun with great de<(lerity and rc.iEon, for be WJH 
be mmaatr te pnmv then of courae, by rirlu« of Uw 

' Cndoncd, " I«rr1 'VetumriT O JliMl Iwgiiii tu iK-Vuir Bl ewifl." 

i L»lr MniIxi and puclM* of Stmurnrt N 
1 LordTxanin'rOKr'iMl. B. 
t L«rd BollDjitrrokt. B. 
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jitlle seal. His character is too bad to carry the gn-eat 
eDsigDs ; therefore he takes another mothod, and I thluk 
it very artful, viz. to continue his present station, to 
Trhicb the poirer may altogether be as properly attach- 
ed as to the wand. In this brangle I am no otherwise 
concerned, than that I must lose part of the pleasure I 
!iad in the conrersatioo of my friends. And that I am 
really apprehensive the tiro ladies pi ay sufTer by ihc un- 
dertaking ; for the man of Mercurj's boitoni is too nar- 
row, his faults of the first magnitude ; a!id we can no: find, 
that there is any scheme in the world how to procr-ed. 
Mcrcurialis^ complains, that the Dr9;;oDf has used lii:ii 
barbarously ; that he is in with the deinocraticals. and 
never conferred a single obligation U}.ou him eiiic^ be 
bad the wand^ Ix tanps nous tclaircira. 

I propose to move on the 2d of Aus^ifft to Hath, ami 
to stay there, or go from thence, according as our chaos 
settles here. I believe I shall not <ro to Abcrcothy. 
otherwise I would attend you. Shall not we meet at 
Bath ? Before I began this paragrapli, I should have 
added something to the former, which is, that the dra- 
gon is accused of having betrayed his friends yesterday 
upon the matter of the three explanatory articles of the 
Spanish treaty of commerce, which he allowed not to 
be beneficial, and that the queen might better press ibr 
their being changed, if it was tlie sense of the house 
they ought to be so. The address then passed without a 
negative. 

I thank you for the account you give me of the farm 
10 Buckinghamshire. I could like the thing, and the 
price too, very well ; but when it comes to a point, I 
own my weakness to you. I can't work myself up to 
a resolution, while I have any hope of the 200Z. a year 

* The same. B. 

- Lcril Ircae-irer. B. 
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I told you of iu my own parish; it lies now at sale ; if 
I miss, I would catch greedily at tiie other. 

When I am at the Bath, I will set down the hints you 
desire. 



FR03I CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

London^ July 6.* 

If Barber be not a very great blockhead, I shall soon 
:9cnd you a letter in print, in answer to your last : I 
hope it may be next post, for he had it on Sunday. I 
(ook care to blot the c^saiii of onelij^ and tlie d^s out of 
scheame^ whlcii I suppose is the meaning of your quet- 
tion, whether I corrected it? I do not know any other 
alteration it wanted ; and I made none except iu one 
paragraph, that I clianged the present to the past tense 
four times, and I am not sure I did right in it neither. 
There is so great a tendcniess and regard shown all 
HJong to the ,f iliat I could have wislied this ex- 
pression had been out [^' the uncertain timorous nature 
of the ."t] But there was no striking it out with- 
out quite spoiling the beauty of the passage : and, as if 
I had been the author mysellj I preferred beauty to dis- 
rrction. I really think it is at least equal to any thing 
you have writ;! and I dare say it will do great service 
us matters stand at present. 

* The year is omitted, but it should be 1714. Thi« letter is r n 
<;ur>c(I, " Affairs still worse." H. 

-f The blanks are thus iu the original. Query, should the word 
'f Quetnf H. 

. CalU'd " Free Thoughts," &c. The words which Mr. Ford toys 
■f e could have wi.-hpd to have blotted out, but pp;irc<i for the beaut/ 
Lf the pas?:igo, are not to be found in Uie copy of tiic " Pre*.* 
I'lought*," printed in the Dean's works; nor i« it «rj*y to d<*lrrrai»'' 
r bore they orij^inally •tood N. 
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The colonel* and his friends |^ve tlie game for loet 
on their side; and I believe by ncsEt week vc shall see 
Lord Bolingbroke at the head of aflfairs. The Bisliop 
cf Rochester is to be lord privy seal. They talk of 
several other allerations, as that my Lord Trevor is to 
be president of the council ; Lord Abingdon, chamber- 
Iain : Lord Anglesey, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland ; that 
IVIr. Bromley' t is to go out, and a great rainy more in 
lesser emplo}'meots. I fancy these reports are spread 
to draw in as many as they can to oppose the new 
eclieme. I can hardly think any body will be turned 
oat of tlie cabinet, except tlie treasurer and the privy 
■ea14 Perhaps my Lord PoulettS may lay down. 
Certainly the secretary may continue in, if he pleases, 
and I do not hear that he is disposed to resign, or that 
he is so attached to any minister, as to enter into their 
lesentmeots. What has John of Bucksjl done ? and yet 
the leport is very stioog, that lie is to be succeeded by 
msy Lord Trevor.** The Duke of Shrewsbury was one 
iNit of ^ght or nine lords^ that stood by my Lord Bo- 
%ig|bioke yesterday, in the debate about the Spanish 
treaty, and ^ke with a good deal of spirit. Is it 
likely he is to be ttumed out of all ? The lords have 
made a representation to the queen, in which they de- 
sire her to surmount the insurmountable difficulties the 
Spanish trade lies under by the last treaty. It is 
thought there was a majority in the house to have pre- 
vented such a reflection upon the treaty, if they had 
come to a division. The clamour of the merchant:*, 

» Lord Oxford. H. 

f Secretary for the Northern proviDces. II. 

X Lord Dartmouth. H. 

\ Lord Steward- H. 

It JohD ShefR^ld, Duke of Buckioghamsfaire. B. 

** Lord chief j'lftiee of the connon pleai. B- 
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nrhig and tory, has been too great to have passed a vote 
in vindication of it, as it stands ratified. But mj* Lor<l 
Anglesey and his squadron seemed willing to oppose 
any censure of it ; and yet this representation was suf- 
fered to pass, nobody knows how. To day they are to 
take into consideration the queen's answer to their ad- 
dress, desiring to know who. advised her to ratify the 
explanation of the three ailiclcs. She sent them word 
&he thought there was little diflference between that and 
what was signed at Utrecht. When they rise I will 
tell you what they have done. The last mooey bill 
was sent up yesterday ; so that in all probability the 
parliament will be up in two or three days, and then 
we shall be entertained with court afTairs. I hope you 
!;ot mine last post, and one a fortnight ago. Will the 
change of the ministiy affect Elwood ? lie is in pain 
about it. I am told the people of Ireland are making 
a strong opposition against the present provost. 

The consideration of the quceu's answer is deferred 
till to-morrow. I am now with Lord Guilford and three 
other commissioners of trade, who were examined to-diy 
at tl:e house of lords. They are prodigiously pleased 
with what has been done. But I do not understand it 
V. 1 11 enough to give you an account of it. For the 
rapiure tlicy arc in hinders them from explaining them- 
srivcs cleRrh\ I can only gather from their manner o( 
<r'K'oin-«»r. that they arc come off without censure. 



rROM THE SAME. 

> i n . LontloHy Friday^ July 10, 1714. 

What answer shall 1 send ? I am against any aUera- 
'<on: but addiriouF. T think, ought by no means to be 
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allowed. I wisli I had called soooef at St DuDstao's ;' 
but I did not expect it would have come out till Thurs- 
dajy and therefore did not go there till yesterday. 
Fray let me know what you would have done. Baiber 
was a blockhead to show it at all ; but who can help 
that ? Write au answer either for yourself or me ; but I 
beg of you to make no condescensioas. 

Yesterday put an end to the session, and to youi- 
pain. We gained a glorious victory at the house of 
lords the day before : the attack was made Immediately 
against Arthur Moor,t who appeared at the bar, with 
the other commissioners of trade. The South Sea Com- 
pauy had prepared the way for a censure, by voting 
him guilty of a breach of trust, and iucapable of servin*; 
them 10 any office Aht the future. This passed wlihout 
hearing what he had to say in his defence, and had the 
uwal fate of such unreasonable reflections. Those, who 
proposed the resolutions, were blamed for their violor.ce : 
and the person accused, appearing to be less guilty than 
they made him, was thought to be more innocent tluip. 
I doubt he is. The whigs proposed two questions In 
the bouie of lords against him, aLd lo6t boiii, one hy 
twelve, and the other, I think, by eighteen votes. 

Court affairs go ou as they did. The cry is still on 
the captiuu's side.| Is not he tlie person Barber means 
by- one of the best pens in £ngland ? It is only my owji 
conjecture, but I can think of nobody else. Have yen 
the queen's speech, the lords' address^ «&:c or shall I send 
them to you? and do you want a comment? Have: 
Pope and Parocll been to visit you, as they intended ;' 

* This id explained by a note ia p. 49. N. 

f One of the commissioDers of trade and plantatioo?, who was 
accnied of being bribed by the court of Spain, to favour that king- 
dom in the treaty <^ commerce made between It and England. B. 

t Lord Bolingbroke; allading to hit diflerence with Lord Oxfoi-d 
H. 
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I had a letter yesterday from Gay, irlio is at the 
Ha^uc, and preseots his humble service to you. He 
has writ to Mr. Lewis too, but liis respect makes him 
keep «;rcater distance ivith him : and J think mine isihe 
jilensantcr letter, nhich I am sorry for. 

We were alarmed by B.* two days ago: he sent 
Tcoke word, our friend was ill in the country ; which 
wo dki not know how to interpret, till he explained it. 
it was Mrs. M.f he meant; but slie is in do danger. 
Pray, write iinmrd lately, ihat there may be no farther 
drhiy to what we ought to have had a week ago. 



FROM DR. ARBUrnN0T4 

liFAR EB.OTHEK, Kenstnglon, July 10, 1714. 

I HAVE talked of your nfTairs to nobody but my Lady 
Masliam. Slie tells me, tliat she has it very much at 
lieart, and would gladly do it for her own sake, and that 
of her friends; but tliinks it not a fit season to f^peak 
about it." We are indeed in such a strange couditioD 
as to politics, that nobody can tell now who is for who. 
It were really worth your wliile to be here for fourand- 
twenty liours only, to consider the oddnees of the scene. 
I am sure it would make you relish your country life the 
better. 

The Dragon holds fast with a dead gripe the little 
machine.^ If he would have taken but half so much 
pains to have done other things, as he has of late to ex- 

• John Rarbcr. II. 

7 Mr5. Alanle}', the writer ol'tlic .\talanti% wTio at that timo Ji'^. 
•~d witli Mr. Rarlier. H. 

• Endorsed, " Affain still worr/' ^ 
■? ITi-trcinrfir-i «ta<r. }\' 
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ert himself agaiDst the esquire, he might have been a 
Dragon^ imtead of a Dagmu I would no more have 
suffered and done what he has, than I would hare sold 
mjaelf to the gallies. Hax inUr nos. However, they 
have now got rid of the {mrlianMnt, and may have time 
tothinkof aicfaeme: perhaps they may have one already. 
I know nothings but it is fit to rally the broken forces 
under some head or another. They really did very well 
the last day but one in the house of lords; but yesterday 
they were in a flame about the queen's answer, till the 
queen came in, and put aa end to it 

The dragon showed me your letter, and seemed mighti- 
ly pleased with it He has paid ten pounds for a manu- 
script, of which I believe there are several in town. It 
is a history of the last invasion of Scotland, wrote just as 
plain, though not so well, as another hisloiy which you 
and I know,* with characters of all the men now living, 
the very names, and invitation that was sent to the pre^ 
tender. This by a flaming jaeobite, that wonders all the 
worid are not so. Perhaps it may be a whig, that pei^ 
Bonatfls a jaeobite. I saw two sheets of the beginning,, 
which was treason every line. If it goes on at the same 
itte of plain dealing, it is a very extraordinary piece, 
and worth your while to come up to see it only. Mr. 
Lockhart, they say, owns it. It is no more his than it 
ismine. Do not be so dogged : but after the first showpr, 
come up to town for a week or so. It is worth your 
while. Your friends will be glad to see you, and none 
more than myselt Adieu. 

• History of the Four last Yean. N. 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE.* 

Juli/ 13, 1714. 

X NKTER laughed, my dear dean, at your leaviDg the 
iowu : OQ the cootrarj, I thought the resolutioa of doing 
so, at the time when you took it, a very wise one. But, 
I confess, I laughed, and very heartily too, when I heard 
that you affected to find, within the village of Letcombe, 
all your heart desired. In a word, I judged of you, jurt 
as you tell me in your letter, that I should judge. If 
my gfooms did not live a hapmer life than I have done 
this great while, I am sure they would quit my service* 
Be pleased to apply this reflection. Indeed I wish I 
had been with you, with Pope and Famell, qmhu8 nequi 
animi candidiores. In a little time, perhaps, I may have 
leisure to be happy. I continue in the same opinions 
and resolutions as you left me in ; I will stand or fall by 
them. Adieu. No alteration in my fortune or circuifr> 
stances can alter that sincere friendship with which I 
am, dear dean, yours. 

I fancy you will have a visit from that great politidaa 
and casuist, the duke.f He is at Oxford with J)Iiu 
CJarke4 

y Endorsed " Lord Bolingbroke, on mj rdiriog." N. 

f P(>rhap9 the I>uke of Ormond. H. 

t George Clarke, doctor of laws, felloir of All Souls, wbo had beep 
^eqrelary to Prioce George of DcDinark, as lord high admiral, aod 
«v9» mmther of jiarliament for the imivcrsitv of Orfbrd. H, 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

Lmdon^ July 15, 1 714. 

You see I was in the right ; but I could wish the 
booby* had not convinced me by naming my T-iord Bo- 
lingbroke, and then I should have dealt veil enough with 
him. Since it has happened so^ the best remedy I could 
think o^ was to write him a very civil answer ; in wbicli, 
however, I have desired to see the alterations : tliis is 
menlioued with great respect to my lord. Thougli he 
has promised to have it again to-morroir, it is probable 
he may tie disappointed, and there may be time enough 
for me to receive your directions what I shall do, m hen 
I get it into my hands. If the alterations are material, 
shall I send it to some other printer as it was first writ- 
ten ?t Reflect upon every thing you think likely to hap- 
pen, and tell me beforehand what is proper to be done, 
that no more time may be lost. I hate the dog for mak- 
ing his coiiil in such a manner. 

I am very sorry you have had occasion to remove 
your premier minister. We are told now, ire shall have 
no chan!^ in ours, and that the Duke of Shrewsbury 
will perfectly reconcile all matters. I am sure you will 
not believe this any more than I do ; but the dragon^ 
has been more cheerful than usual for ilirae or four days ; 
and therefore people conclude the breaches are healed. 
I rather incline to the opinion of those irho sn}- he is to 
be made a duke, and to have u pension. Another rea- 
son given \s\\y there is to be no change is because the 

• Baifter. 1). S. 

f This was the " Free Thoug'uU*^ ur-c p A\i.i The queea*8 deatli. 
picvcntcil the publication of it ia lliose limes: ami it never appcjirwl 
•iU the year 1741. D- S. 

■ Twc Earl of O.vfor J. D. S. 
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parliament was not adjourned to issue new writs in the 
room of those who were to come in u[M)n the new scheme, 
til at thej might sit in the house at tlie next meeting. 
But I cannot see why an adjournment may not do as 
well at the bcginniufi;, as at the end of a session ; and 
certainly it iiill displease less in January or February, 
than it would have done in July. The whigs give out 
the Duke of JMarlborough is coming over, and his house 
is actually now fitting up at St. James's. We have had 
more variety of lies of late than ever I remember. The 
history we were formerly talking of, would swell to a 
prodigious size, if it was carried on. There was a fire 
last night on Towcrhill, that burnt down forty or lifly 
houses. You say nothing of coming to town. I hope 
vou do not mean to steal awav to Irelan<l without sec* 
ing us. 



I'R03T CHARLES FORD, Erfft. 

Ijimhu^ Juh/Mj 1714. 
A SECOND to-morrow is almost past, and nothing has 
been yet left at St. Duiistan's.^ Rarber will lose by his 
prodigious cunning : hut that is nothing to the punish. 
inent he deserves. Had it been only his fear, lie would 
have cl)03on somebody else to consult with; but the 
rogue fiuuid it was well written, and saw the passagcft 
Mint galled. I am heartily vcxt at the other per8on,t 
from whom one migiit have e.Kpected a more honourable 
j>rocccding. Tlicrc is something very mean in his der 
siring to make alterations, when 1 am sure he has no 
rcjujon to complain, and is at least as fairly dealt with 

• See p. 4P, L'5' N. t LorA rollnglrolc P. ?* 
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as his competitor.^ Befides, a great part of it is as 
much for his service as if he had g^iveo directions him- 
self to have it dooe. What relates to tlie pretender is 
of the utmost use to him ; aud therefore I am as much 
surprised at his delay, as at his uiigeneious manner of 
treating an unknown author, to whom he is so much 
obliged. But perhaps I maj wrong liim, and he would 
not desire to turn the whole to his own advantage. If 
it had come to me yesterday, or to day, I was resolved 
to have sent it to some other printer without any amend- 
ment; but DOW I shall wait till I have your directions. 
I wish you had employed somebody else at first ; but 
what signifies wishing now ? After what BaHber writ in 

his last, I can hardly think he will be such a as 

not to let me have it : and in my answer I have given 
him all manner of encouragement to do it. He has as 
much assurance as he can well desire, that the altera- 
tions shall be complied with, and a positive promise that 
it shall be returned to him the same day he leaves it at 
St. Dunstan's-t 

I cannot imagine why we have no mischief yet. 
Sure we are not to be disappointed at last, after the bustle 
that has been made. It is impossible they| can ever 
agree, and I want something to make my letters still en- 
^ tertaining. I doubt you will hardly thank me for them, 
now the parliament is up ; but as soon as any thing 
happens you shall know it. 

The queen has not yet appointed the time for re^ 
moving to Windsor. My lord chief baron Ward is 
dead, and we have already named seven successors, 

^- Lord Oxford. D. S. 

t See two other letters (Void Mr. Ford, on the suligect of this paiD- 
phlet, July 22 and 24. It appears, by Mr. Barber's letter of July 6, 
\hat he did not know the real author. N. 

X L^rdj OjLford and Boliasbrpke^ D. S. 
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among whom is our lord chancellor Pbippfl. Franlc 
Annesley was ta have bad his place under my Lord 
Anglesey, so that it is well for him we have provided 
him with another for life. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ,. 

Jfffi«17, 1714. 
I AM sorry to find by those that have fresher advices 
from you than yours of the eleventh to me, that Parvi- 
sol's^ conduct puts you under a necessity of chan|;iDg 
the administration ; for it will probably draw you to Ire- 
land whelhcr you will or not. However, I hope to see 
you at Bath three weeks hence, whatever happens. I 
meet with no man or woman, who pretends upon any 
probable grounds to judge who will carry the great 
point. Our female friend [A] told the Dragon [B] in 
her own house, last Thursday morning, these words : 
•' You never did the queen any service, nor are you 
capable of doing her any." He made no reply, 
but supped with her and Mercurialis [C] that night, 
at her own house. His revenge is not the less medi- 
tated for that. He tells the wortis clearly and distinctly 
to all mankind. Thoso who range luider his banner, 
call her ten thousand bitches and kitchen wenches* 

*'■ Dr. Sfv id's agent in I.-oland. ' The Dcan^s observations on the 
Q'iines inarkfd A,B, C, arc tlius wrlttcu on the blank part of tUe ori- 
ginal ktt'>r: 

[AJ " Mr?. Ma-hain, wl.o was the qiiecnV favourite, fell out io a 
"."aic, reproaching Ijord 0?:/«»r<l v< ry iujuriously.** 

[Bj " The Dragon, I-iord Treasurer Oxford, io called by the Dean 
by contraries; fur he was liie mildest, wi<>e£t, and best minirter that 
I ver hcived a prince." 

■(' '• J.Td BolinwhMo. -jllf i «o hy Mr T.pTTjf '» Tf. 
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Those who hate him do the aaine. And from my heart 
I grieve that she should give such a loose to her pas- 
sion ; for she is susceptible of true friendsliip, and has 
many social and domestic virtues. The great Attov- 
ney,^ who made you the sham offer of the Yorkshire 
Uving, had a long conference witli tlie dragon on Thurs- 
day, kissed hin at parting, and cursed him at night He 
went to the country yesterday ; from whence some con- 
jecture nothing considerable will be done soon. Lord 
Harlcyt and Lady Harriot^ went this morning to Ox- 
ford. He has finished all matters with Lord Pe]ham,$ 
as far as can be done without an act of parliament. The 
composition was ogned by the auditor,, and Naylor, 
brother-in-law to Pelham. This day se^nnight Lord 
Harley is to have the whole Cavendish estate, which is 
valued at ten thousand per annum, and has upon it forty 
thousand pounds worth of timber. But three out of tliis 
ten thousand a year he had by the will. He remits to 
Lord Felham the twenty thousand pounds charged for 
Lady Harriot's fortune on the Holies estate ; and gives 
him some patches of land, that lie convenient to him, to 
the value of about twenty thousand pounds more. Ac^ 
cording to my computation, Lord Harley gets by the 
agieement (if the timber u worth forty thousand pounds) 
one hundred and forty thousand pounds; and when the 
jointures fall in to him, will have sixteen Uiousaud 
pounds a year.. But the cant is, twenty-six thousand. 
Lord Felham will really have twenty-six thousand 
pounds a yeav from the Newcastle family, which, with 
his paternal estate, will be twice as much as Lord Har 

* Perhaps Lord Chancellor Harcourt. II. 

t £dward, son to the Lord Treasurer Oxford. B. 

> Wife of Lord Harley. B 

\ Afterward Duke of Nerrcastle. B. 



en LETTERS TO AND FROM 

amoDg whom is our lord chancellor Phipps. Frank 
Annesley web ta have had his place under my Lord 
Angrlesey, so that it is well for him we have provided 
him with another for life. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

JfffwIT, 1714. 
I AM sorrj to find hj those that have fresher ad^ces 
from you than yours of the eleventh to me, that Parvi- 
soPs* conduct puts you under a necessity of changing 
the administration ; for it will probably draw you to Ire- 
land whether you will or not. However, I hope to see 
you at Bath three weeks hence, whatever happens. I 
meet with no man or woman, who pretends upon any 
probable grounds to judge who will carry the great 
point. Our female friend [A] told the Dragon [B] in 
her own house, last Tliursday morning, these words : 
'* You never did the queen any service, nor are you 
capable of doing her any." He made do reply, 
but supped with her and Mcrcurialis [C] that night, 
at her own house. His revenge is not tlic less medi- 
tated for that. He tells (he words clearly and distincdj 
to all mankind. Those who range under his baimer, 
call her ten thousand bitches and kitchen wcnchesv 

*^ Dr. Siviri*s agent in L-rland. ' The Dean's observations on the 
uuiiies inarkc-d A,B, C, are thus written on the blank part of Uie ori- 
ginal letter: 

[A] *' Mrs. Ma=]i;iDi, who was the qiiecnV favourite, fell out in a 
'aKC, reproaohiiig Ij<jrd O.*: jifd vfvy injuriously." 

[Bj ** The Drai^oHf Ijoril Treasurer Oxford, io called by the Dean 
by contrarief ; for he was the mildest, wif«st, and bett minirtor tha! 
I ver sfived a prince." 

r " ho:d BoIinghroliP. calh-J «o hy Mr T.^tri*** If. 
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vho lute him do the same. And torn my be«t 
i jSTieve thai she should give Mich a loose to her pes- 
sioo ; for she is susceptible of true frieDdBhip, and has 
maoy social and domestic virtues. The great Attor- 
ney," who made you the sham olicr of the Yorkshire 
living, had a long cooferenee with tlie dragon on Thurs- 
day, kissed him at parting, and cursed him at night. He 
vent to the country yesterday ; from whence some con- 
jecture nothing considerable will be done soon. Lord 
Haricyt and Lady Harriot^ went this moming to Ox- 
ford. He has finished all matters with Loid Pelham,o 
as far as can be done without an act of parliament. The 
composition was signed by the auditor* and Naylor, 
brotfaer-Jn-law to Pelham. This day se'nnight Lord 
Harley is to have the whole Cavendish estate, which is 
valued at ten thousand /cr awnoR, and has upon it forty 
thousand poiuids worth of timber, fiut three out of this 
ten thousand a year he had by the wilL He icmits to 
Lord Pelham the twenty thousand pounds charged for 
Lady Harriot's fortune on the Holies estate; and gives 
him some patches of land, that lie convenient to him, to 
the value of about twenty thousand pounds more. Ac* 
cording to my computatiofi. Lord Harley gets by the 
agieement (if the timber is worth forty thousand pounds} 
ooe hundred and forty thousand pounds; and when the 
jointures fall in to him, will have sixteen thousand 
potuds a year. But the cant is, twenty-six thousand. 
Lord Petham will really have twenty-six thousand 
pounds a year from the Newcastle family, which, with 
his paternal estate, will be twice as much as Lord Har 

* Perliaps Lord ChacceUor Harcourt. TI. 

* Edward, joo to tbe Lord Treasarer Oxf>rd- B. 
} Wifeof Lord Hariejr. B 

i Aftcrvard Djleof yfrvcztde. B 
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ley's. The estate of (he l&Uer is judged to be in the 
best conditiou ; and some Tain glorious friends of ours 
say, it is worth more than the other's j but let that pass. 
Adieu. 



FROM LORD HARL£Y. 

BROTHKB. swiFT,"^ July 17, 1714. 

Your sisterf has at last got rid of her lawyers^ We 
are just setting out for Oxford, where we hope to see you. 
I am your affectionate brother, 

HARLEY. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

BEAR BROTHER, Lofufim, July 17, 1714. 

I THOUGHT it necessary to speak to Lady Masham 
about that aflEair, because I believe it will be necessaiy 
to give her majesty tlie same notion of it, which the me* 
morial does^ and not that you are asking a little scan- 
dalous salary for a sinecure. Lewb despairs of it, and 
thinks it quite over since a certain affair. I will not 
think so. I gave your letter, with the enclosed niemorl- 

* A compan J of sixteen, all men of the fint daa, Swift incloded, 
4ined odcc a week at tlie liouw of eacb other, by rotatioo, and went 
under the general denomioation of Brothers. The number was after 
wards enlarged, and they dined at a tayem every Thursday. Lord 
Harley wasone, which accounts for the address of this letter. H. 

f Lady Henrietta Hiirley, wife of Lord Harley. H. 

X S wifl^a memorial to the queen, humbly desiring her majesty to ap. 
poiut him historiographer \ printed in the sixth volune of this col* 
lection. N. 
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al caralicrcmc n t, to Lord Botin^broke. He read it, 
and seemed concerned at some part of iL expressing 
himseir thus : ** That it vould be among the eternal 
Fcandah of tlie goremment to eufler a man of your cha- 
racter, that liad so veil deserred of them, to hare tlie 
least uneasy thought about those matten." As to the 
fifty pounds, he was ready to pay it ; and if he had had 
It about him, vould have pren it me. The dra;:oo 
was all tlie vhHc va!kin« vith the Duke of Shrewsbury. 
So my Lord Bolingbroke told me, " I would immediate- 
ly stir in this matter, but I know not how I stand vith 
some folks :** lor the Duke of Slirevsbuty has taken 
himself to the dragon in appearance. " I knov how I 
stand vith that man, (pointing to the dragon) but as to 
the other, I cannot tell ; hoverer, I will claim hb pro- 
mise;'' and BO he took the memoriaL 

Do not think I make yon a bare compliment in what 
I am going to say ; for I can assure yon I am in earnest. 
I am in hopes to have two hundred pounds before I go 
oat of tovn, and yon may command all or any part of it 
you please, as long as you hare occasion for it. I know 
vfaaft yoa vill say ; ** To see a scoundrel pretend to of- 
ficr to lend me money." Oiv situation at present is in 
rinrt this ; they hare rsn^ cm tuiire witli the dragon, 
and yet do not know how to do without him. My Lady 
Madiam has in a manner bid him defiance, without any 
scheme, or likeness of it in any form or shape, as far as I 
can see. Notwithstanding lie visits, cringes, flatters, 6x. 
which is beyond my comprehension. 

I have a very comical accoimt of Letcombe, and die 
Dean of St. Patrick V from Pope, vith an episode of the 
burning glass. I was going to make an epigram upon 
the imagination of your burning your own history with 
the bumii^ glass- I vish Pope or Parnell would put ii 
il^to riiyme. The thought is this : Apollo speaks ; '' That 
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siocc lie had inspired you to reveal those tbiugs whicii 
were hid, even from his own light, such as the feeble 
springs of some great events : and perceiving that a fac- 
tion, who could not bear their deeds to be brought to 
light, had condemned it to an ignominious flame ; that 
it miglit not perish fo, he was resolved to consume it 
with his own ; a celestial one." And then you must 
conclude with some simile. Thus, &e. There are two 
or three that will fit it. 

Whiston has at last published his project of the longi- 
tude; the most ridiculous thing that ever was thought 
on. But a pox on him I he has spoiled one of my pa- 
pei-s of Scriblciiis, which was a proposal for the lougitude, 
not very unlike his, to this purpose ; that since there 
was no pole for east and west, that all the princes of Eu- 
lope should join and build two prodigious poles, upoo 
high mountains, with a vast lighthouse to serve for a pole 
slai*. I was thinking of a calculation of the time, char^ 
ges, and dimensions. Now you must umlerstaod, hi& 
project is by lighthouses, and explosion of bombs at a 
certain hour. 

Lewis invited me to dinner to-day, and has diaap- 
poiiited me. I thought to have said something more 
about you. I have nothing more to add, but, my dear 
friend, adieu. 
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TO THE DUKE OF 0R3I0XD.- 

>rY LORD, June 17, 1711. 

I NEVER expected that a ^at raan should remember 
me in absence, because I knew it was unreasonable, and 
that jour grace b too mucii troubled with persons about 
you, to think of those who are out of the way. But, if 
Dr. Pratt has done me right, I am mistaken ; and jour 
grace lias almost declared that jou expected a letter from 
me; which you should never have had, if the ministry had 
been like you : for then I should have always been near 
enough to have carried my own mess^tges. But I was 
heartilj wearj of them : and your grace will be my wit- 
ness, that I despaired of any good success, from their 
manner of proceeding, some months before I leA town ; 
where I thought it became me to continue go longer, when 
I coald do no service either to myself, my friends, or the 
public. By the account I have firom particular friends, 
I find the animosity between the two great men does not 
it all diminish : though I hear it is given out that your 
grace^s succcssort has undertaken a general reconcile- 
ment If it be true, this will succeed like the rest of 
hblate undertakings. 

I must beg your grace's pardon, if I entreat you, for 
seFcral reasons^ to see Lady Masham as often as you con- 
veniently can: and I must likewise desire you to exert 
yourself in the disposal of the bishopries in Ireland. It 
Is a scandal ta the crown, and an injury to the church, 
that they should be so long delayed. There are somo 

* The Duke oTOrmoDd was lord lieutenant oflreland in I7I0. He 
■lecceded the Duke of Marlborough in the command of the army ;, 
and his duchess was lady of the bedchamber. H. 

f The Duke, of Shre^fgbjry. D. S. 
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Iwilicadcil people od tlie atlji^r side itie ivntcr, trlio nn- 
deraUiiH imlhiiig of oitr court, and would coDfouod every 
Aing: mWayt cmplnjed lo iBleo itirmBelvcB upon the 
fuiiis of tlimr dinniclci'e they liavc biRtlcd. I wUli tlictv 
in'- rmcdiH'tNg tuny not occusho a voviti clioice lltHn 
gv rr jrace (ipprovcil of last winter. Ilwwevcr, I brg 
yo J iiill lake care llinl no injury be doiie la Di'. Prat', 
•t l)r. Elwood ; irliu Itavcmore tnerii nnd caitilciiir tbaii 
« iiiiiiilr»l of tlirir detractor*. I nni, with llie greatat 
(Mpect, py lor*l, 

Your grnce'a mwl obrrtienl, 
• Slid moBt obliged liumble Hivaii:. 



PROM CHARLES FORD, ES^ 

I^Jim.JHlif2Il, ITU. 
■ Who would ever «lo any Itting for ilM-ni, when they 
»ro sn ncgtigeiit of ilieir own interest? The Captain 
BHisl ttc what IMG i[ wotiM be to liim to have it \mlth 
Ibhcd, and yet be h»* uat retuincd h. Vou hnvc 
another copy by )ou : I wiiili you woulit r*«i\ it : nnd 
ifymi do not care il Bhoiild nppcar in yom owo h«id, 
1 will get it irntisnibci). My wcrctary lea boy oTteu 
«r elcvtn years olil, and no dlacovcrj- can be made by 
idm. I do not know wint Diy Lord BuliiijrbTtike Biay 
4o, but I riiire uiy Bnrber flut-s oot Hiapect InUn vbPOU 
it ramf ». Ilotrcyer, 1 wiiDdvr )k hat not meoiioned il to 
yon.* 

I llioufilit yo» liad lirard ()ic liiKtoriogra|iliri*a place 
has been dhpoeod d1' tills fortnight. I ktivw m nort oT | 

* T)ii>rtlimui>w "PrnTbtM^Ut.^ H. 
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liim who has it, than that his name is Madox.*^ It 
would be impudence in them to send for you ; but I 
hope you vill come. A reconcilement is impossible ; 
and I can guess no reason whj mattm arc delayed, un- 
less it be to gain over some lords, who stick firm to the 
dragon, and others that are averse to the captain.f The 
Duke of Shrewsbury declares ?gVmst him in private 
conversation ; I suppose because he is against every 
chief minuter, for it is known he has no kindness for 
the colonel.^ Lord Anglesey rails at the chancellor, for 
some opinion the attorney and solicitor general have 
given relating to Ireland. Wlio can act, when they 
have so much caprice to deal with ? 

3rr. Lewis savs, '*' he will speak to Mr. Bromley for 
his part, and will engage it shall be pai<l as soon as- Lord 
Bolingbroke has given his." But ii was mentioned be- 
fore my lord treasurer, and he immediately took the 
whole upon himself. If they livcfl near one another, 
aiid a house between them was on lire, I fancy they 
woiihl contend who should put it out, until the whole 
street were burned. Mr. Lewb goes into Wales the 
week after next. I shall have the whole town to my- 
self. 2S'ow it is my own, I begin not to value it. Pope 
and Farnell tell me, you design them a visit. When do 
you go ? If you are with them in the middle of a 
week, I should be glad to meet you there. Let me 
know where you are to be in Herefordshire, and I will 
send you some claret. It is no compliment, for I am 
overstocked, and it will ilecay before I drink it. You 
fthall have either o!d or new ; I have too much of both. 
I paid the w oinau for your handkerchiefs ; but should 
not have given ber so much, if she had not assured me 

• Thomr.s Madox, Esq. H. 
■ l.or.! Ox'.o;..!. H. 
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you had agreed with her. I thiuk you may very well 
shake off the old debt, aod she will have no i-cason to 
complaio. So I told her ; but if you would have me, 
I will pay her. 

Pray send me the otlier copy,^ or put me in a way of 
recovering the former. I am, &:c. 



FROM THE DUKE OF ORMOND. 

SIB, July 22, 1 7 1 4. 

I AM very glad to hear from you. I thought you 
had hid yourself from the world, and given over all 
thoughts of your friends. I am very sorry for the rea- 
son of your retirement. I am a witness to your endea - 
Yours to have made up, what I believe the great man 
you mention will hardly compass. I am of your opi- 
nion, that it is shameful tliat the vacant bishoprics are 
not disposed of. I shall do all that lies in my power to 
serve the gentlemen that I have already mentioned to 
the queen, and hope with good success. 

For the lady you mention,! I shall endeavour to see 
her as often as I can. She is one that I have a great 
esteem f(Mr. I send you some Burgundy, which T hope 
you will like. It is very good to cure the spleen. Be- 
lieve me, with great truth, sir, your most aflTectiooate 
friend, and humble servant, 

(VHMONJD. 

' Of the " Free Tliooghts." J? 
-f Iiatlv Maaliam. D. S. 
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FROM ER.\S3IUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

iiB, imukall^ July 22, 1 714. 

I RECEIVED a letter inmi yon bit Monday, for my 
lord treasurer, in a blank cover. Last Friday lord 
chaoceUor vent into the country, with a design to stay 
there tiU the tenth of August ; but last Tuesday he was 
sent for express by Lord Boliogbroke. Next Tuesday 
the queen goes to Windsor. W^hat changes we are to 
have, will probably appear beAure she goes. Br. Ar- 
butlinot dines with me to-day, and in the evening we go 
to Kensington. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

London, July 2% 1714. 

Pbay send me the other copy, and let us hare the 
benefit of it, since you have been at the bnouble of wri- 
ting. Unless * be served against his will, it is not 

likely to be done at all ; but I think you used to take a 
pleasure in good offices of that kind ; and I hope you 
would not let the cause snflei- ; though I must own. iu 
this particular, the person who has the nians^emeut of 
it does not deserve any favour. Nothing being left for 
me at St. Dunstan's, I sent to Barber for an answer to 
my last. He says, it is not yet restored to him ; as 
sooD as it is, I shall have it. This delay l>egins to 
make me think all ministers are alike ; and as soon as 
the CapUin is Colonel, he tiill act as his predecessors 
have done. 

♦ The Wink should probabh- be filled \ p wi:b " lord trcafurer." 
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The quccQ gord to VVimlscir nest Tuedluy, ami w<- 
expect all maitera nlll be ^ettlctl before that lintc. \fr. 
^Qve hafl a icporl. Ilial aty bnl privy ecal is to go out 
jlluiie ( but the leuaed only lau^U at it. The CHptaUi'it* 
lis tliiiik ihetitselv en «eciire; aod Uie Culoiifrii 
1} much of Uie satMi ujiiljiuii, (hat they tiuly ilriiik 
t litiHhh while lie b yet olive lfo^Fcvcl', it U Ihotiglit 
Sie will fall easy, ntlti a pciwiOD of Tuur ihouemid pouads 
ft year, nud a diikmlum. Most a{ the ttnuncti toiica arc 
vlca-jcd with llie allccalioii : aad the wliimHcalii piutciM] 
lliG cause of their dUguat fat, because Uic nli'i^s n«rc 
)oD much favoured. 

lu aliorl, we propoac very happy days lo aunelv«s, as 
B ihfs rcl^u laali ; and Ef llic imctrtmn limQnmi 

aturc of J does not digsppoiul us, we have a very 

r prOKptcl. Tlie Dfagou aiid hla autajE;oui*l^ tneet 
wery ilay at the csblurt. They often est, and thiak, 
I walk (o;;ettirr, ha if there tviu uu iun of diiagree- 
iil: and Rheu ibcy pan, I hear they give one ano- 
r Ruch iiatno, as ijobwly but miouiGn of Nlaie could 
ar, without eultios tliroaii^ The Ouk'! t>f Marlbe- 
h i« espMled htie every ilay. Dr. Carlh sayi, be 
le* only (o drink die Urislol ualcrs for a dlabctet. 
e ffliip arc oinkiuj; great proparatlou* to letthe 
I. Biit yesterday I was vlK^reil coinuilerablt: odiU. 
lal not one of those, kIio f^a out to meet liini, will TH(t 
u hair a year. I tlursl nut lay, though I csn 
f ibiiik it. My Lord M»it ia mxrricd to La<^ 
itauces Piertepoiutj and oiy Loid Dorthc^ier, her fk- 
:, ii lo be murried iitM week lo Laily Ikll BeuiiKk. 
BU! koow if you go lo Popc'ih tliat I muy ciidcavuuf 
leci you iherr. I am, the. 
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FROM THE SAME. 



London, Jufy 24, 1714. 

We expected the grand aflfair would have been dooe 
yesterday, and now every body agrees it will be to 
Dight* The Bishop of London, Lord Bathurst, Mr. 
Brldg^ Sir William Wy ndham, and Campion, are named 
for commissioners of «he treasury ; but I have not suffi- 
cient authority for you to depend upon it. They talk 
of the Duke of Ormond for our lord lie f tenant I can- 
Doi get the pamphlet back. What shall I do ? I wish 
you would send me tne other copy. My Lord An- 
glesey goes next Monday to Ireland. I hear he is 

« 

only angry with the chancellor, and not at all with 
the captain.^ 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

WhiteJuUL, July 24, 1714. 

i SAW Lord Harley this morning. He tells me, that 
ht left you horridly in the dumps. I wish you were 
heie ; for after giving a quarter of an hour's vent to 
ma grief for the departure of our Don Q,uixotte,f we 
Aiould recover ourselves, and receive consolation from 
each other. The triumph of the enemy makes me mad. 
I feel a strange tenderness within myself, and scarce 

* The dismission <^ Lord Oxford. H. 

t Lord Oxford, who was just •at this time di&missed from bis em- 
}/t$fwaeikt as first minister, and immediately succeeded by Lord Bo« 
ifjl^broke. On Thursday the 27th of the same month he surrendere d 
kb slaiTas lord treasurer, and on the dOth Lord Shrewsbury wa0 ap- ^ 
to SQcceed him in that office. H« 
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bear the thoughts of datiog letters from this place, whon 
my old friend is out, whose fortune I have shared for 
so many years. But fat voluntas tua ! The damned 
thing is, vre are to do all dirty work. We are to turn 
out Monckton,^ and I hear we are to pass the new com- 
mission of the treasury. For God^s sake write to Lady 
Masham, in favour of poor Thoroas,t to preserve him 
from ruin. I will second it I intended to have writ 
you a long letter: but the moment I^had turned this 
page, I had intelligence that the Drsgon has broke out 
in a fiery passion with my lord chancellor,^ sworn a 
thousand oaths he would be revenged, «Sx. This impo- 
tent, womanish behaviour, vexes me more than his being 
out. This last stroke shows, quantula sint haminum 
corpuscula, I am determined for the Bath on the se- 
cond or the ninth of August at the farthest. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

DFAR BROTHER, July 24, 1714. 

I SUPPOSE you have read the account of St. Kilda. 
There is an oiliccr there, \iho is a sort of tribwms 

*' Robert Monckton, one of the commifsioners for trade and planta- 
lions, who had given information agninst Arthur Moore, one of bii 
brother commisKioner^, for accepting a bribe from the SpnnUb coort, 
to get the treaty of commerce continued. H. 

f Mr. Thomas had been secretary under the o]d commisnonofthe 
treamry ; and be wrote to the Dean, by the same post, for a recom- 
meudation to Lady Masham, eliber to be continued in the same 
office under the new commissioners, or to be considered in some other 
manner, by way of compensation He urges a precedent f >r this in 
the case of his predecessor, who being removed iVom his post of secre- 
t-ary, got the office of comptroller of tlie lotterie*, worth 500/. a Tft-, 
for 32 years. See page 42. 49. H. 

• Lord Ilarcourt. H. 
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plMSi whose office it is to represent the grievances of 
the people to the Laird of M'Leod, who is supposed to 
be their oppressor. He b bound to contradict the laird, 
till he gives him three strokes with a cane over the 
head, and then he is at Kbertj to submit. This I have 
done, and so has your friend Lewis. It has been said 
that we and the dean were the authors of all that has 
since happened, hy keeping the dragon in, when there 
was an offer to laj down. I was told to mj face, that 
what I said in this case went for nothing ; that I did not 
care, if the great person's affairs went to entire ruin, so 
I could support the interests of the Dragon ; that I did 
not know the half of his proceedings. Particularly it 
was said, though I am confident it was a mistake, that 
he had attempted the removing her from (he favour of 
a great person. In short, the fall of the dragon docs 
not proceed altogether from hb old (riend, but from I he 
great person, whom I perceive to be highly olTended, 
bj little bints that I have received. In short, the Dra- 
gon has been so ill used, and must serve upon such 
terms for the future, if he should, that I swear I would 
not aidvise Turk, Jew, nor infidel, to be in that state. 
' Come up to town, and I can tell you more. I have 
been but indifferently treated myself by somebody at 
court, in small concerns. I cannot tell who it is ! But 
mum for that. Adieu. 
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TO THE EARL OF OXFORD.* 

MY LORD, Jidy 25, 171 4. 

To-MORROir sevennight I shall set out from hence to 
Ireland ; my license for absence beino; so near out, that 
I can stay no longer without taking another. I say 
this, that if you have any commands, I shall have just 
time enough to receive them before I go. And if you 
resign in a few days, as I am told you design to do, 
you may possibly retire to Herefordshire, where I shall 
readily attend you, if you soon withdraw ; or, after a 
few months' stay in Ireland, I will return at the begin- 
ning of winter, if you please to command me. I speak 
in the dark, because I am altogether so, and what I say 
may be absurd. You wilt please to pardon me ; for, 
as I am wholly ignorant, so I have none of your com* 
posure of mind. 1 pray God Almighty direct and de- 
feud you, &c. 



FROM TIFE EARL OF OXFORD. 

July 21, 1714.t 
If I tell my dear friend the value I put upon his un- 
deserved friendship, it will look like suspecting you or 
myself. Though I have had no power since July 25, 
If 13.t I believe now, as a private man, 1 may prevail 

* On hearing his intniilions to resign his staff. D. S. 

f £ndorsr-d, " Just before the loss of his ttalE" N. 

\ The E'lrl of Oxlbrd, in his Brii f Account of Public Affairs, pre- 
snnted to the quern on the 0th of June, 1714, and published in the Re- 
(iort of the secret cornniiltpe, mentions that he wrote a liirge letter, 
dsited July 2^, 1713, to Lord Boiinghroke, *^ containing his scheme 
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to renew your license of absence, conditionally you will 
be present with me ; for tc-morrow morning I shall be a 
private person. When I have settled my domestic 
affairs here, I go to Wimple ; thence alone, to Here- 
fordshire. If I have not tired you tete d tete, fling 
away so much time upon one who loves you. And I 
believe, in the mass of souls, ours were placed near each 
other. I send you an imitation of Dryden, as I went 
to Kensington : 

To serve with love, 

And shed your blood, 
Approved is above. 

But here below, 

Tb' examples show, 

'Tis fatal to bfi good. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

#is, Whitehall, July 27, 1 7 1 4. 

I HAVE youi-s of the 25th. You judge very right ; 
it is not the going out, but the manner, that enrages 
me. The queen has told all the lords the reasons of her 
parting with him, viz. " that he neglected all business ; 
that he was seldom to be understood; that when he did 
explain himself, she could not depend upon the truth 
of what he said ; that he never came to her at the time 
she appointed; that he often came drunk; lastly, to 
crown all, he bdunred kdmaelf toward her with bad man- 



of the qaeeQ*t al&ifi| and what was necessary for Lord Bolingbroke 
to do ;** which letter was answered by that lord, on the 27th of that 
^oiith. Q. 



78 LEJ'TERS TO AND FROM 

■ * 

ners, in decency, aud disrespect." — Pudet luee opprcbria 
nobesi &c» 

I ana distracted with the thoughts of this^ and the 
pride of the conqueror.* 1 would give the world I 
could go out of town to-inorrow; but the secretaiy 
says I must not go till he returns, which will not be 
tlH the sixteenth of August, or perhaps the twenty- 
third ; but I am in hopes I may go toward Bath the 
sixteenth. 

The runners are already employed to go to all the 
coiTeehouses. They rail to the pit of Hell. I am ready 
to burst for want of vent. 

The stickf is yet in his hand, because they cannot 
agree who shall be the new commissioners. We suppoae 
the blow will be given to night or tomorrow morning* 
The sterility of good and able men is incredible. When 
the matter is over, I will wait upon our she friend.| If 
she receives me as usual, I will propose to her, that I 
will serve where I do, provided I may be countenanced* 
and at full liberty to pay my duty to all the Harieian 
family in the same manner I used to do. If that li not 
allowed me in the utmost extent, consistent with my 
trust here, I will propose an employment in the refC* 
nnes, or to go out without any thing ; for I will not be 
debarred going to him. If slie does not receive me 



* Lord Bolingbroke. H. 

f On the night of Tuesday, July 27, the day on which thii letter if 
dated, a cabinet council was held (after the Earl of Oxford had re- 
signed the staff, which he did on that day) to consult what pemof to 
put in commission for the management of the treasury. The nomber 
to be five. Sir William Wyndham, chancellor of the exchequer, was 
to be one; but they could not af^ree in the cfapoice of the other four. 
Tiieir debate about the matter lasted till near two o'clock in the 
morning, at which the queen bcins present, it railed a \iolent agita- 
tion in her spirits, wliicU affected her head. H. 

t Lady Masliam. H. 
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she used to do, I will never go again. I flatter mjself 
she will be so ftiendly as to enter into the consideration 
of my private circumstances, and preserve her old good* 
ness to roe. 

There is no seeing the Dragon till he is out, and then 
I will know his thoughts about your-ccming to Bramp- 
ton. I hear he goes out of town instantly to Wimple, 
and my lady to Brampton; t^pit he will join her there, 
after a few days stay at Wimple. • Adieu. 



FROM LADY MASH AM.* 

mr GOOD FRIEND, Jidy 29, 1714. 

I OW19 it looks unkind in me not to thank you, in all 
this time, for your sincere kind letter; but I was re> 
solved to stay till I could tell you the queen had got so 
for the better of the Dragon, as to take her power out of 
his bands. He has been the most ungrateful man to her, 
and lor all his best friends, that ever was born. I cannot 
have so much time now to write all my mind, because 
tey dear mistress is not well, and I think I may lay her 
illness to the chaise of the treasurer, who, for thrre 
weeks together, was teazing and vexing her without in- 
termission ! and she could not get rid of him till Tues* 
day last.f I must put you in mind of one passage in 
your letter to me, which is, " I pray God send you 
wise and faithful friends to advise you at this time, when 
there are so great diflicuUies to struggle with." That is 
very plain and true ; therefore will you, who have gone 

* This lady's name was Hill. She was bedchamberwoman to the 
q«ef»n, and,iQ coi^jniictioil with Mr. Ilarley, afterward Earl of Ox- 
ford, brought about the change in the ministry. H. 

f July 27. N. 
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through so much, and taken more pains than any bodj* 
and given wise advice (if that wretched man had had 
sense euons:h and honesty to have taken it) I say, will 
you leave us and go into Ireland ? No, it is impossible ; 
your goodness is still the same, your charity and com- 
passion for this poor lady, who has been barbarously 
used, would not let you do it I know you take delight 
to iielp the distressed ; a^ there cannot be a greater ob- 
ject than this good lady, who deserves pity. Pray, dear 
friend, stay here ; and do not believe us all alike, to 
throw away good advice, and despise eveiy body's un- 
derstanding but their .own. I could say a great deal 
upon the subject, but I must go to her, for she is not well. 
This comes to you by a safe hand, so that neither of us 
need be in any pain about it. 

My lord and brother are in the country. My «i»t^ 
and girls are your humble servants. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

BIR, Jxitif 29, 1714. 

i HA.TE yours of the 27th. I write this in the morn- 
ing, for I go in the evening to Kensington. If I am 
well received, I will continue ray homage; if not, they 
shall hear of me no more. Where shall I write to ywi 
again ? for I cannot stir from hence till the 1 6th of Au- 
gust at soonest. Nothing could please roe more than to 
pass a few mouths with you at Abercothy ;* but I am 
yet uncertain whether I shall go there at all. All I am 



* Id Caermartbenihire, of which county Mr. Levis was a ^« 
five. B. 
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sore of is, that I will go out of town to some place for 
some time; first to the Bath, for I caoDot bear stajing 
in this room. I want phjsic to help my digestion of 
these things, though the 'sqpnre* is kinder to me than be- 
fore. I am not mortified at what you tell me of Mereu- 
rialis ; only I would know, whether any disrespectful 
conduct of mine has brought it upon me ; or whether it 
is only a general dislike of me, because I am not a man 
of parts, or because I am in other interests ? They 
would not give the Dragon the least quarter, excepting 
only a pension, if he will work joumeywork by the 
quarter. I have long thought his parts decayed, and. 
am more of that opinion than ever. The new commis* 
sion is not yet named. Would not the world have roar^ 
ed against the Dragon for such a thing ? MercuriaUs 
entertained Stanhope, Craggs, Pulteney, and Walpole. 
What if the Dragon had done so ? The Duke of So- 
merset dines to day with the fraternity at Greenwich, 
with Withers. Nobody goes out with the Dragon ; but 
many will sit very loose. Some say the new men will 
be Lexington, Wyodham, Strangeways, Sir Joiin Stone- 
house, and Campion. 



FROM MR. BARBER 

9EAB stB, July 31, 1714. Six at night. 

I A3f heartily sorry I should be the messenger of so 
ill news, as to tell you the queec is dead, or dying : if 
alive, it is said, she cannot live till morning. Tou may^ 
easily imagine the confusion we are all in on this sad 
•ccasion^ I had set out yestenlay to wait on you, but 

* If illiam Bromley, Esq. secretary of state. B. 

D 2. 
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for this sad accident, and should have brought letters 
from Lord Boliugbroke and Lady Masham, to have 
prevented your going. Pray do not go, for I will come 
to you when I see liow things stand. My Lord 
Shrewsbuiy is made lord treasurer, and every thing is 
ready for the proclaiming the Duke of Brunswick king 
of England. The parliament will sit to-morrow, and 
choose a new speaker ; for Sir Thomas* is in Wales. 

For God's sake do not go ; but either come to London, 
or stay till I come to you. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESU. 

Kensington, Saturday^ July 31, 1714. 
SIR, six in the evening. 

At the time I am writing, the breath is said to be in 
the queen's nostrils ; but that is all. No hope left of 
her recovery. Lord Oxford is in council ; so are the 
whigs. We expect the demise to night. There is a 
prospect that the Elector will meet with no 0[^positioD; 
the French having no fleet, nor being able to put one 
out soon. Lady Masiiam did receive me kindly. Poor 
woman, I heartily pity her. Now, is not the Dragott 
born under a happy planet, to be out of the scfftpe ? 
Dr. Arbuthnot thinks you should come up. You will 
not wonder if all my country resolutions are in suspense. 
Fray come up, to see how tilings go. 

* Haomer. H. 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

JLmAii, /«ly 31, 1714. 

Three in the aftemoan. 

I DO not doubt bat yoa have beard the queen is dead, 
and perhaps we may be so unfbrliuiate before this comes 
to 70U ; but at present she is alive, and much better 
thau could have been expected. I am just come from 
Kensington, where I have almost spent these two whole 
days. I am in great haste : but, till dinner comes up, T 
will write to you, and give you as full an account as I 
can of her illness. ^ 

Her duorder began between eight and nine yesterday 
morning. The doctors ordered her head to be shaved ; 
and while it was doing, she fell into a fit of convulsion, 
or as they thought, an apoplexy. This lasted near two 
hours, and she was speechless, and showed little sign of 
life during that time ; but came to herself upon hcing 
Uooded. 

As soon as she recovered, my Lord Bolingbroke went 
to her, and told her the privy council was of opinion, it 
would be for the public service to have the Duke of 
Shrewsbury made lord treasurer. She immediately con- 
sented, and gave the 8ta£f into the duke's hands. The 
great seal was put to the patent by four o'clock. She 
continued ill the whole day. In the evening I spoke to 
Dr. Arbuthnot, and he told me he did think her dis- 
temper was desperate. Radcliffe was sent for to Car- 
shaHon about noon, by order of council ; but said he had 

• 

taken physic, and could not come. In all probability 
be had saved her fife ; for I am told the late Lord Gower 
had been often in the same condition with the gout ia 
his bead ; aod Raddifie kept him ali?e many years 

D 3 
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after.* This moroiog, vhea I -vrent there before niae, 
they told me gbe was juht expiring. That account continu- 

* In the account that is given of Dr. Radcliffe, in the Biographia 
Britannica, it is said tiiat the queen was * struck with death the 28th 
of July: that Dr. Radcliffe*s name wa^ act once mentioned, either by 
the queen or any lord of the council ; onlly that Lady Masham sent 
to him without their knowledge, two hours before the queen*8 death.*' 
In this letter from Mr. Ford to Dean Swift, which is dated the 31st of 
July, it is said, that the queen's disorder began between eight and 
nine the morning before, v^hich was the 30th ; and that about noon, 
the same day, Radcliife was sent for by an order of council. These 
accounts being contradictory, the reader will probably want some 
assistance to delermiue what were the facts. As to the time when 
the queen was taken ill, Mr. Ford's account is most likely to be tme, 
as he was upon the spot, and in a situation which insured him the 
best intelligence. As to the time when the doctor was sent fo^, the 
account in the Biographia is manifestly false ; for if the doctor had 
been sent for only two hours before the queen's death, which happen- 
ed incontestnbly on the first of August, Mr. Ford could not have 
mentioned the fact on the 31st of July, when his letter was dated. 
Whetlier Radclifie was sent for by Lady Masham, or by order of 
council, is therefore the only point to be determined. That he was 
generally reported to have been sent for by order of council, is cer* 
tain ; bul a letter is printed in the Biographia, said to have been 
written by the doctor to one of his friends, which, supposing it to be 
genuine, will piove, that the doctor maintained tlie contrary. On 
the fifth of August, four days after the queoi|}*s death, a member of 
the house of commons, a triend of the doctor's, who was also a mem- 
ber, and one who always voted on the same side, moved that he 
might be summoned to attend in his place, in order to be censured 
for not attending on her majesty. Upon this occasion the doctor it 
said to have written the following letter to another of his friends: 
*' UKAR SIR, CarshaUorij Aug. 7, 1714. 

** I could not have thought, that so old an acquaintance and so 
good a friend as Sir John always professed himself, would have made 
such a motion against me. God knows my will to do her majesty any 
service, has ever got the start of my ability; and I have nothing that 
gives me jp-eater anxiety and trouble than the death of that great and 
glorious princess. 1 must do that justice to the physicians that at- 
tended her in her illness, from a sight of the method that was takea 
for her preservation by Dr. Mead, as to declare nothing was omitted 
for her preservation ; hut the people about her, the plagues of £gypt 
fall on them, put it out of the power ofphysic to be of any beoe6t to 
ker. I know the nature of attending crowned heads in their last mO' 
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ed above three bovLrs, aod a report was carried to town, 
that she was acUiall> dead. She was not prayed iSn-, 
eveu at her owu chapel at St. Jameses ; aod what is 
more iufamous, stocks rose three per cent, apon it in the 
city. Before 1 came away, she had recovered a 

ments too well to be food of waitinip upon them, without being sent 
for by proper author!^. Toa have heard of pardons being signed 
for phTsidans, before a sorereigii^s demise ; however, ill as I was. I 
would have went to the queen in a horselitter, had either her majesty, 
4^ thoee in cfwamissioa next to her, commanded me so to do. Yoa 
■lay tdl Sir John as much, and assure him from me, that his zeal for 
ber majesty will not escuse his ill usage of a friend, who has drank 
many a hundred bottles with him ; and cannot, even after this breach 
of a good understanding that ever 'was preserved between us, but 
liave a very good esteem for him. I must also defire you to thanlr 
Tom Chapman for his speech in my behal!', since 1 hear if is the fir«t 
he ever made, which is taken nM>re kindly; and to acquaint him, 
that I should be glad to see him at Carshalton, since I fear (f(M> so 
the gout tells me) that we shall never more sit in the house of com- 
mons t(^ether. I am, &C.. ** John RADcuFn.** 

But whatever credit may now be paid to this letter, w however it 
may now be thought to justify the doctor's refusal to attend her ma- 
Jesfy, he became at that time so much the object of popular resent- 
ment, that he was apprehen^ve of being assassinated ; as appears by 
the following letter, directed to Dr. Mead, at Child's coflfeehouse in 
St- Paul's Churchyard : 
'^nsAs SIR, CanhaUoTij Aug. 3, 1714. 

** I give you and your brother many thanks for the favour you 
intend me to-morrow ; and if tl^re is any other friend, that will be 
agreeable to you, he shall meet witii a hesrty welcome from me. 
Dinner shall be on the table at two, when you may be sure to find 
me ready to wait upon you. Nor shall I be at any other time from 
home, because I have received several letters, which tiireaten me 
with being pulled to pieces, if ever I come to London. After such 
menaces as these, it is easy to imagiue, that the conversation of two 
Mch very good friends is not only extremely desirable, but the enjoy- 
ment of it will be a great happiness and sati -friction to him, who 
is, t*:c. ** John Radcliffe." 

Radcliflfe died on the 6rst <^ November the same vear, having sur 
vived the queen just tiirec months; and It is said, that the dread he 
had of the populace, and the want of company in the country village, 
which he did not dare to leave, shortened his life. He was just ^ 
yean dd. He was haried in St. Mary's choreic Oxford. IL 
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warmth io her breast and one of her arms, and all the 
doctors agreed ^e would lu all probability hold out 
till to-morrow, except Mead, who pronounced awreral 
hours before, she could not live two minutes, and seems 
uneasy it did not happen so. I did not care to talk much 
to Arbutlinot, because I heard him cautious in hn an- 
swers to other people ; but by his manner, 1 fancy he 
does not yet absolutely despair. The council sat yester- 
day all day and night, taking it by turns to go out and 
refresh themselves. They have now adjourned, upon 
what the doctors said, till five. Last night the speaker 
and my lord chief justice Parker were sent for, and the 
troops from Flanders. This morning the Hanoverian 
envoy was ordered to attend with the black box,* and 
the heralds to be in readiness to* proclaim the new king. 
Some of the whigs were at council yesterday, but not ooe 
failed to day : and most of the members of that party in 
each house are already come to town. If any change 
happens Before the post goes out, I will send you word in 
a pos' script ; and you may conclude her alive, if you hear 
no more from me, and have no better authority than post- 
letters to inform you of the contrary. For God's sake do 
not think of removing from the place where you are, till 
matters are a little settled. Ireland is the last retreat yoa 
ought to think of; but you can never be better thao yoa 
are now, till we see how things go. 

I had yours with tlie printed pamphlet, as well as the 
other, and should have sent it away tomorrow. Pray let 
me hear from you. * ♦ ♦ * *.f 

* Containiag the instnimeDt nominatiog the perions, in nambcr 
thirteen, to be added as lords justices to the seven great officers of tbt 
realm. H. 

f In the original six lines are here erased. N; 
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Have you had all mine? 1 have failed jou but one 
post (I think it was the lagt) for a fortnight or moire. 

Eleven at night. 

The queen is something better, and the council agaia 
adjourned till eight in the morning. 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Aug.h 1714. 
Who told you I was going to Bath ? No such thing. 
I had fixed to set out to-morrow for Ireland, but poor 
Lord Oxford desires I will go with him to Herefordshire, 
and only expect his answer whether I shall go there be- 
fore, or meet him hereabouts; or to Wimple, (his son's 
house) and so go with him down : and I expect to leave 
this in two or three days one way or other. I will stay 
with himi until the parliament meets again, if he desires 
iL I am not of your opinion about Lord Bolingbroke ; 
perhaps he may get the staff^ but I cannot rely on his 
love t9 me : he knew I had a mind to be historiographer, 
though I valued it not, but for the public service, yet it 
is gone to a worthless rogue that nobody knows. I am 
writ to earnestly by somebody to come to town, and joiu 
with those people now in power, but I will not do it. 
Say nothing of this, but guess the person. I told Lord 
Oxford I would go with him, when he was out ; and now 
he begs it of me, and I cannot refuse him. I meddle not 
with his faults, as he was a minister, of state ; but you 
know his personal kindness to me was excessive : he 
distinguished and chose me above all other men, while 
he was great ^ and his letter to me the other day was 
the most moving imaginable. When I am fixed any 
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where, perhaps I maj be so gracious to let you know, 
but I will not promise. Adieu. 



FROM MR. JOHN BIRCH. 

Wantage^ one o^clock, 
inn. DEAN, Ju^. 1, 1714. 

At twelve o'clock Lord Bolingbroke's man rid through 
Wantage, to call Mr. Packer to London, the queen be- 
ing dead. I am confounded at the melancholy news ; 
yet could not forbear sending it to you. Tour truly 
humble servant, 

JO. BIRCH.* 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

SEAR DEAN, Aug. 3, 1714. 

The Earl of Oxford was removed on Tuesday: the 
^een died on Sunday. What a world is this ! and how. 
does fortune banter us ! John Barber tells me, you have 
set your face toward Ireland. Pray do not go. I am ' 
against it. But this is nothing ; John is against it. Ire? 
land will be the scene of some disorder, at least it wilt 
be the scene of mortification td your friends. Here 
every thing is quiet, and will continue so. Beside which, 
as prosperity divided, misfortune may perhaps to some 
degree unite us. The tories seem to resolve, not to be 

* Directed *» To the Reverend the Dean of St. Patrick's, Let^ 
combe ;** and endorsed, *^ Mr. Birch^ of IVantage. Received half 
aftf r one on Sunday afternoon, Aug. 1, 1714* Ctue€&*ft dfatlu 8hfi: 
died at KYCQ that morning.^' U. 
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crushed ; aod that is enough to prevent them from being; 
so. Pope has sent me a letter from. Gay : being learned 
in geography, be took Binfield^ to be the ready waj 
from Hanover to Whitehaill. Adieu. But com*' to 
lioudon, if you stay no looger than a fortnight. £vec 
youts, dear Jonathan, roost sincerely. 

I have lost ail by the death of the queen, but my 
spirit ; and I protest to you, I feel that increase upon 
me. The whigs are a pack of Jacobites; that shall be 
the cry in a moutfi, if you please. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

Tuesday^ Aug. 8, 1714« 
I AM overwhelmed with business, and therefore have 
•oly time to tell you I received yours of August the 
first and think you should conie to town, to see how the 
world goes: for all old ^chf-mes, designs, projects, jour- 
nejs, &c are broke by the jrreat event. We are ill prog- 
oorticatoii. Every thin* gof s on with a tranquillity we 
dnrst uot hope for. Earl Berkeley commands the fleet. 
Lord Dorset compliments the king. The Duke of Bol- 
ton, Lord Lieutenant of Southampton. Addison secre- 
tary to the regents. 



* A rillaee where Mr. Pope*s father lived, and whence several of 
air. Fope^ letters were written. It is in Windsor forest, aod lies ia 
H. 
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FROM MR. BARBER. 

% 

HONOURED SIR, Aug, 3, 1714. 

You may easily imagine the concern we are all io on 
the sudden surprise of the queen's death. I have hard- 
ly recovered it yet. Lord Bolingbroke told me last 
Friday, that he would reconcile you to Lady Somerset, 
and then it would be easy to set you right with the queen, 
and that you should be made easy here, and not go 
over. He said twenty things in your favour, and com- 
manded me to bring you up, whatever was the conse- 
quence. He said farther, he would make clear work 
with them. But all vanished in a minute ; and he is 
now threatened and abused evciy day by the party, who 
pub'icly rejoice, and swear they will turu out every toiy 
in Enpjand. 

Kudosed you have a letter from my lord; he desires 
you would come up, and be any where ina^mto^ Whj 
not at the queen's house ? 

The Eorl of Rfirkeley is to command the fleet to fetch 
over the king, and the Duke of A* gyll is to go to Scot- 
land. I send you the list of the twenty-five kiogs-f 

Poor Lady Masham is almost dead with grief * * • 

* « % 

• 

The parliament meets to-morrow, which will hinfler 
me from coming down for three or four days ; but if you 
resolve to stay in the country farther, I will certainly 
come down ; for I must needs see you. Pray favour me 
with a line. I am, sir, your most obedient humble ser- 
vant. Pray come up. 

t The lonb of the regency. H. 
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When my lord gave me the letter, he said, " he lioped 
you would come up, and help to save the constitution, 
Trhkb, with a little good management, might be kept 
in tory hands." 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

Londouy Aug. 5, 1714. 
I HATE writ to Dawson* for a license of absence for 
you ; but you know you must take the oaths in Ireland 
within three monUis. There are a great many here In 
the same circumstances : and in all probalnlity, some of 
them will desire an act of parliament to have leave to 
do it here. In that case, it will be no difficult matter to 
have you included. Mr. Lewis tells me, he wrote to 
you to come up to town, and I see no reason why you 
should noL Ail matters go on yery quiet, and we are 
not apprehensive of any di&turbances. Stocks never 
Wotft so much in so few days. This is imputed to the ha> 
tied of the old treasurer, and the popularity of the new 
one. The whigs were not in council when he ah as re- 
commended. Lord Bolingbroke proposed it there, as 
well as to the queen ; and I hope they two are upon very 
good terms, tliough Mr. Lewb seems positive of the con- 
trary. I never heard of any pique the duke had to him, 
but that he was to be chief minister : and that being at 
an end, why may not they be reconciled ? The Dragon 
was thought to show more joy upon proclaiming the king, 
than was consistent with the obligations he had received 

• Joseph Dawson, Esq. secretary to the lords jastices of Irelasd. 
He built a rery fine house in a street called by his o^n name, which 
il DOW the mansioD house of the lord mayor of Dublin . §. 
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* 

firom . He was hissed all the way by the mob, and 

some of them threw hahers into his coach. This was 
not the effect of party; for the Duke of Ormond was 
huzzaed throughout the whole city, and was followed by 
a^vast crowd to his owu house, thoua;h he used all possi- 
ble endeavours to i:)revent it. There was an attempt to 
eflfrert the capiaiu io the cavalcade, but it did not suc- 
ceed ; and though a few hissed, the acclamations imme- 
diately drowned the noise. Not a single man showed 
the least respect to the colonel ; and last night my Lord 
Bingley* was beaten by mistake, coming out of his house. 
I doubt he has disobliged both sides so much, that neither 
will ever own him ; and his enemies tell stories of him» 
that I shall not believe till I find you allow them. 

The lords ^justices made a speech to the parliament to 
day. If it comes out time enough, I will send it you ; 
but I hear it only contains their proceedings upon the 
queen's death; that they have yet received no direc- 
tions from the king, and to desire the commons to con- 
tinue the funds, which are expired. I am told our re^ 
gents are already divided into four parlies. The great- 
est use they have made yet of their power, is to appoint 
my Lord Berkeley to command the fleet which is to. 
bring ovrr the king, and to make the Duke of Bolton 
lord lieutenant of Hampshire. 

I scud you a Gazette,! though I am ashamed to have 
it seen. I had writ a great deal more of the queen's ill- 
ness, an account of her birth, d:c. but I could not find 
out Mr. Lewis, and had uobOily to consult with, and 
therefore chose rather to say too little, than any thing I 
doubted might be improper. Yesterday the Duke of 

* Who had beeo appointed ambassador frtraordinaiy to the 
roiirt of Spain, io the room of Lord Lexington, in December, 
1713. N. 

I He was gazetteer. H. 
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Marlborough made his public entry throu^ the city : 
first, came about two hundred horsemen, three io a row, 
tlien a company of trainbands, with drums, &c. his owa 
chariot with himself dbd his duchess. Then my duchew 
followed by sixteen coaches with six horses, and between 
thirty and forty with two horses. There was no great 
mob when he passed through the Pallmall, but there was 
in the city : and he was hissed by more than huzzaed. 
At Templebar, I am assured, the noise iof liissing was 
loudest, though they had prepared their friends to re- 
ceive him, and the gathering of othei-s was only acci* 
dental. Tou may guess how great a favourite he is, by 
some old stories of his behaviour at the camp, ' hen 

• was there, and afterward at Hanover; and by 

the share he and his family have in the regency. But 
to be sure, this discreet action will endear him more than 
any subject in England. We had bonfires, &c, at night. 
From the list of lords justices, and some otlier things, we 
imagine to ourselves there will not be many changes ; 
but that the vacancies for some time will be filled up 
urith whigs. 

What I blotted out in my last, was something that 
passed between the Captain* and Barber, relating to 
you. After I had writ, they told me all letters would 
be opened, which made roe blot out that passage. Bar- 
ber says, he gave you some account of it, tliough not a 
full one. I really believe Lord Bolingbroke was very 
sincere in the professions he made to you, and he could 
have done any thing. No minister was ever in that 
height of favour ; and Lady Masham was at least in as 
much credit, as she had been in any time of her life. 
But these are melancholy reflections. Pray send me 

* Lord BoliDgbroke. N. 
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jour poem.* Hoc erat, &c, or briug it up yours elf. 
Barber told me, he had been several hours with the cap- 
tain, upon a thing that should have come out, but was 
now at an end.t He did not tell what it was ; and I 
would not ask manj questions, for fear of giving him sus- 
picion. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

SIR, Whitehall^ August 7, 1714. 

It is true you have notliing to do here ; but what 
have you to do any where else till you go to Ireland, 
where you must indeed be before three months end, in 
order to qualify yourself f The law requires it, as 
much as if your deanery was but now conferred upon 
you. 

Arbuthnot is removed to Chelsea, and will settle 
(here. The town fills every moment. We are as full 
in the house of commons as at any time. We are gap- 
ing and staring to see who is to rule us. The whigs 
think they shall engross all. We think we shall have 
our share. In the mean time we have no division at 
council, or in parliament. I sent twice ta Kensington 
to inquire after Lady Masham^a health. Next week I 
will go to see her, and will keep up my acquaintance, 
in all events, if she thinks fit. I doubt she and her sis- 
ter are not perfectly easy in their affairs; but you foigot 
one who is worse than either, that is Mrs. Hill, who 

* Swift's imitatioo of part of tlie sixth satire of the tecond book ct 
Horace. 

I often wished, that I had clear, 
For life, six hundred pounds a year, &c. H. 
•^ " Free Thoughts." «ee the note in a former letter, y. 
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has Dot a sous. I will stay here till our commkriop h 
either renewed to us, or giTeo to another. I am joiin^ 



TO LADY MASHAM. 

MADAM, August 7, 1714. 

I HAD tlie honour of a letter from jour ladyship a 
week a<i;o; and, the day after came the unfortunate 
news of the queen^s death, which made it altogether un- 
seasonable, as perhaps it may be still, to give your lady- 
ship this kind of trouble. Although my couceni be as 
great as that of any other good subject, for the loss of so 
^ excellent a princess ; yet I can assure you, madam, it is 
little to what I suffer upon yoiur ladyship^s partiatlar ac- 
count. As you excel in tlie several duties of a tender 
motlier, a true friend, and a loving wife ; so you have 
been the best and most faithful servant to your mistress, 
that ever any sovereign had. And although you have 
not been rewarded suitably to your merits, I doubt not 
bat God will mz^ke it up to you in another life, and to 
your children and posterity in this. I cannot go about 
to comfort your ladyship in your great affliction, other- 
wise tlian by begging you to mate use of your own piety, 
and your own wisdom, of both which you have so great 
a share. Tou are no longer a servant; but you are 
still a wife, a mother, and a friend ; and you are bound 
in conscience to take care of your health, in order to ac- 
quit yourself of these duties, as well as you did of the 
other, which is now at an end. 
I pray God to support your ladyship, under so great 
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a share of load, io this general calamity : and remain, 
with the greatest respect and truth, madam, 
Your ladyship's most obedient, 
mid most obliged servant. 

1 most heartily thank your ladyship for the favourable 
expressions and intentions in your letter, vritten at 
a time when you were at the height of favour and 
power. 



TO LORD BOLmOBROKE. 

MY LORD, August 7, 1 714. 

I HAD yours of the third ; and our country post is 
so ordered, that I could acknowledge it no sooner. It 
is true, my lord, the events of five days last week might 
furnish morals for another volume of Seneca. As to 
my Lord Oxford, I told him freely my opinion before 
I left the town, that he ought to resign at the end of the 
session. I said the same thing often to your Lordbhip 
and my Laciy Masham, although you .^cemed to think 
otherwise, for some reasons ; and said so to him cue af- 
ternoon, when I met you there with my lord chancellor. 
But, I remember, one of the last nights I saw him (it was 
at Lady Masham's lodgings) I said to him, ^ that, upoa 
the foot your lordship and he then were, it was impo^- 
sible you could serve together two months :"' and, I thibk^ 
I was juFt a week out in my calculation. I am only sonyi 
that it was not a resignation, rather than a removal ; be- 
cause the personal kindness and distiuciion I always r^ 
ceive«l fiom his lordship and you, gave me such a love 
for you both (if you great men i\ill allow that expres- 
sion io a little one) tliat I retiolvcd to preserve it entire, 
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tioverer jou differed belweeo yourselves : tnd in this 
I did, for some time, follow yoiir commands and exam- 
ple. I impute it more to the candour of each of you, 
than to mj own conduct, that having been, for tiro 
years, almost the only man who vent between yon, I 
never observed the least alteration in either of your 
coiuitenances toward me. I will swear for no man's 
sincerity, much leas for that of a minister of state : but 
thus much I have said, wherever it was proper, that 
your lordship's proposals were always the fairest iu the 
world, and I faithfully delivered them as I was empow- 
ered : and although I am no very skilful man at intrigue, 
yet I durst forfeit ray head, that if the case were mine, 
I could have either agreed with you, or put you dan^- 
voire tarL When I saw all reconciliation impractica- 
ble, I thought fit to retire ; and was resolved, for some 
reasons (not to be mentioned at this distance) to have 
nothing to do with whomever was to be last in. For 
either I should not be needed, or not be made use of. 
And let the case be what it wotild, I had rather be out 
'oi the way. All I pretended was, to speak my thooghts 
fceely, to represent persons and things without any min- 
g^ of my own interest or passions, and sometimes to 
make use of an evil instrument, which was likely to cost 
me dear, even from those for whose service it was em- 
plojed. I did believe there would be no farther occa- 
iioD for me, upon any of those accoiuits. Besides, I 
had so ill an opinion of the queen's health, that I was 
caofideat you had not a quarter of time left for the 
rak you had to do ; having let slip the opportunity of 
coltivatipg those dispositions she had got after her sick- 
oflii at Windsor. I never left pressing mj Lord Oxford 
with the utmost earnestness (and perhaps more than be- 
came me) that we mig^it be put in such a condition, as 
not to lie at mercy on this great event : and I am your 

VOL. XVI. F 
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lordidiip'e witouss, tlint you have nothing to answer for 
fo iliBt matter. I will, foi once, talk in my iradc. ami 
kfell >oii, U)»t I never saw any thing more tescniblc oiir 
fproceedings, than a niao of rourscorc, or in a deep coil- 
^mption, going on io liie uus, although hi* phydclau as- 
sured him he cuuld not live a week. TlioKe wonderfol 
refiDemeuts, of kr^ping men in i-xpuctnlion, and not let- 
ISiig your fiicndE be too etvong, might be proprr in their 
Reason — Set! mute noti erat hin locus. Besides, you 
kept your bread and butter tili it wax too ttalc for any 
body to care for it. Thus your machine of four yvnn 
inodelliog b dashed to pieces in s moment ; and, %t veil 
by the choice of the rcgeola bb by their procecdtnf-s, 1 
do not find there is any iutenliou of mannging you in 
the least. The whole nineteen" coiuiitt either <^ the 
highest parlytnuti, ui (which mightily menrl* ilie matter) 
of such who left us upon the subject of the peace, and 
affected jealousies altout tlie succeeeion. It tvi\0a rea 
soDsbly be expected, tliat this (luiet pesscMina int^i 
convince the successor of llie good dispowitioiia tS tbr 
church paiiy toward him f and I ever tlioiiglit there wbh 
a njighly failure eomewiiere or other, tliat thlscuuM not 
liavc been done in tlic queen's life Bui ihii k luo 

■ On Ui> demiie of Ihe ^neen, tiie rallcii(in{ irtre lutilt Bf Iht n- • 
icncy, ootil llie airiTal of George I. from Ifannvri ; ArshMAop j 
TrniMHi Lord Harrourt, Icxd dianrellor; the DtiVe AT BwlH- ! 
' bnm, |>r«fitil«it ol tke council t Uk Duke oT SbrewHhuiTi Ijord Umh ' 
tiMisnt iiT Irelupd, and LordilijEli Treanirnr of Bnglaadi tht &rl i 
oT DuttmouUi, lord priiy teal ; thv Earl of SlralGinl. Urit laid Mw 1 
nlnionvr of Ibe adrnirall; : nnd Sir Thomai Parker, Ion! chttf Jw- I 
lice ni th« kiuK*) brnchi who ««n appointed by MtoTiiariitBBiL 
TanbU'hlhii tllvrturor Hanover wai pleamllaadit Ih«Mlbii 
tbc Arclibi^p nC Vork.lhe DuknafSouicriM:!, fiollon, Dvrmd... 
Kent, Argyli, Montrotc, aud Roihurfk : Uir iiArU <)f PcnAnil^ 
.AnglcMB, CariUc ndllEntliani, Abiiif<1on, frarhonxisli, oad Or. 
(tofJi Lmd Viicour.l T<nrn»lii-ii.l. I..i«t llsllf:.., nnd U,d Cnwptr. 
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much for wliat is past ; and jet, ivhocver observed and 
dbliked the causes, has some title to quarrel with the 
effects. As to what is to come, jour lordship is in th<i 
prime of jour jears, pltin des esprits qui fourmsscni les 
espBrances ; and jou are now again to act that part 
(though in another aBsemblj) which jou formerlj dis- 
chai^ged so mucli to your own honour and the advantage 
of jour cause. You set out with the wind and tide 
against jou ; jc^t, at last, arrived at jour port, from 
whence you arc now driven back into open sea a<;ain. 
But, not to involve mjself in an allegorj, I doubt whe- 
ther, after this disappointment, jou can go on witli the 
same vigour you did in your more ear] j jouth. Ex- 
perience, which has added to jour wisdom, has lessened 
jour resolution. Tou are now a general, who, after 
many victories, have lost a battle, and have not the same 
confidence in youi'self or your troops. Tour fellow la- 
bourers have either made their fortunes, or are past them, 
or will go over to seek them on the other siile. Yet. 
after all, and to resume a little courage ; to be at the 
head of the church interest is no mean station ; and that, 
as r take it, is now in your lonlship's power. In order 
to which, I could heartily wish for that union you men- 
tion ; because, I need not tell you, that some are more 
dexterous at pulling down their enemies than, Sec, Wc 
have certainly more heads and hands than our adversa- 
ries ; but, it roust be confessed, that they have stronger 
shoulders and better hearts. I only doubt my friends, 
tlie rabble, are at least grown trimmers ; and that, sct- 
tii^ up thg cirj of ^^ trade and. wool,"' against *•' Saclie- 
verell and the church,'' has cooled their zeal. I take 
it for granted, there will be a new parliament against 
winter ; and if they will retain me on the other side »f 
tlieir counsellor, I will engage them a majority. But, 
since it is possible I may not be fo far in their ?oo{l 
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graces, if jour lordship thinks nij service may be of 
any use io this new world, I will be ready to attend you 
by the beginning of winter. For the misfortune is^ that 
I must go to Ireland to take the oaths i* which I never 
reflected On till I had notice from some friends iu Loo- 
don : and the sooner I go the better, to prevent acci- 
dents ; for I would not willmgly want a favour at pre- 
sent. I think to set out in a few days, but not befwe 
your lordship's commands and instructions may reach 
me. I cannot conclude without offering my humblest 
thanks and acknowledgments, for your lordsbip^s kind in- 
tentions toward me (if this accident had not happened) 
of which I received some general hints. I pray God 
direct your lordship : and I desire you will believe me 
to be what I am, with the utmost truth and respect. 

Your lordship's most obedient, &c. 



TO ARCHDEACON WALLS. 

Lctcombc^ Aug. 8, 1 7 14. 

Tf 1 had but fixed a week sooner for my journey to 
Ireland, I should have avoided twenty inconveniencies 
that have since happened to me, and been with you the 
time I am now writing. Upon the Earl of Oxford's re- 
moval, he desired I would go with him into Hereford- 
shire, which I consented to, and wrote you word of it, 
desiring you would renew my license of absence at the 
end of tliis month, for I think it then expires. Two 
days aller, I had earnest invitation from those in power, 
to go up to town, and assist them in their new ministry; 
which I resolved to excuse; but, before I could write, 



* ? 



cc lierearner, p. 108. ^. 
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uews came of the queen's death, ^d all our scliemea 
liroke to shatters. I am told I must take the oaths in 
Ireland iu three months ; and I think it is belter travel- 
ling now than later; and although I am earnestly pressed 
by our broken leaders to corae up to tovrn, I shall not do 
it; but hope to set out on the sixteenth instant touaid 
Ireland, and if it please God, be with you in nine or ten 
days after this comes to your hands. However, lot my 
license be renewed before it expires. I think I answered 
yours in my last. I leave all things entirely to you 
and Mr. Forbes. My service to gossip Doll, goody 
Stoyte and Martha, and Mr. Manlcy and lady. I\It-. 
Manley is, I believe, now secure in his post ; &ud it 
will be my turn to solicit favours from him. I have 
taken up Mr. Fetherston^s money, to pay some debts in 
London. I desire you will pay him fifty pounds, wi!h 
the usual exchange, at twenty days sight ; or later, if it 
be inconvenient. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESft. 

Whitehall, Aug. 10, 1714. 

I VEVEB differed from you in opinion in any point so 
much, as in your proposal to accommodate matters be- 
tween the Dragon and his quondam friends. I will ven- 
ture to go 80 far with you, as to say he contributed to his 
own disgrace, by hb petitesses, more than they did, o)r 
ever had it in their power to do. But since they would 
admit of no terms of accommodation, when he oflfered 
to aerve tliero in their own way, I had rather see his 
^d carcass, tlian that he should now tamely submit to 
those, who have loaded him with all the obloquy malice 
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Gouki guggcHt, and tongues ullcr. Have uot Clisrtics,* 
Brin>Mle[i,t aud all the ruDDerE, beeu employed to call 
liim (log, villain, sot, and woittilese ? And shall he, after 
lliiiS join them ? To what eud ? 1 have great teademcEB 

fur Isdy .J ami thiuk ht-r best way is to iclite and 

'•tijfiy the comrorlB of a iliJHieslic life. But flUte the 
lai'lli line not pvoihKed such luOQsiers ns McrGurialis,§ 
iiiid liis companionill and the prelate.'^' The laatopcnly 
nvflU's Le never bad oblegalion to the diiu^i), and lowl» 
tiini with tea thousand crimes; thou};li his f^atceti ii> 
lealily, was prefcrriog him. But lo come out of litis 
nmt; U'Int should (hey he friends for? Cui bonof Are 
iviE in « drennt ? Is the quttn alive ti;;uD ? Can the 
ladyft hcveaRer mnke any Ag^'''^ ^'^^ " persona muta in 
n d^ama i' If the dritson d«clarcB against the man ftl 
nttrciiry, he may Eliikc in with ihr ttrliwn. quid, tint 
Kill probably »rice ; but wicli him lie can iiever be oUicr- 
■*!SK tlinu «purRcd aud hatrd. The uatural rcauU of 
lilts U, lliNt hontver I may, for my private «ati8*«etioD, 
desire to t-tt you Iicrc, 1 cannot but think you shouh) 
»u to Ir«Uii(1 to r^ualify yuiiretflf, uiid llien reiuni liltlm, 
titien the chaos nill be juneblcd into some kind of urdcf. 
I if the kiog kefpsEonie toiita In employmcM, Ihe vnAxpa 
%fi whig h:.'.1 tory will lie lout ; Imt thni of court and 

•TheinTanKHS-ColowlChnitra. ». 

( He i> «iid, by Mr. Boytr, iii Polil^al Stilr, lol. Ill- br J«* 
ITIMJ, p.SZ, to bave hwp an iirull'l, and ft private stmt <4 I>or4 
llalin|>bnJie; and (o hare been nnptoytd hy ihr gDvcrnmcat, to Johi 
mi-IS, In »tl(nd on Prince EuEcnCi Klicn hli blgbnot nrriicd w 
~ 'nnd, ill Uie btgiouliig of [tial mvutli. B. 

" t., II 

ollrighrokc )l- 
' I Probably the I^d Chancellor Runuurl. B. 
. •• Tht BKbop ot Rot lii-tfi- 11. 
y Maihiiii II- 
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CMintiy will arise.* The regency has declared in fa- 
vour of the whigs in Ireland. I believe Mr. Thomas 
vill stand his ground. We shall be dissolved as soon 
as we have settled the civil list. We have no appear- 
ance that any attempt will be formed by the pretender. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Aug. 11, 1714. 

I swEAB I did not imagine, that you could have 
held out through two pages, even of small paper, in so 
grave a style. Your state of late passages is right 
enough. I reflect upon them with indignation, aud 
sfaaH never fotgive myself far having trusted so long to 
so much real pride, and awkward humility ^ to an w of 
such familiar friendship, and a heart so void of all ten- 
derness ; to such a temper of engrossing busincsis and 
power, and so perfect an incapacity to manage one, 
with such a tyrannical disposition to abuse the ofber, 

But enough of this, I caimot load- him as knave, 
without fixing fool on myself. 

For you I have a most sincere and warm affection, 
aod in every part of my life will show it. Go into 
Ireland, since it must be so, to 5wear4 and come back 
into Britain to bless : to bless mc, and those few friends 
who will enjoy you. 

Jchamus Tonsar^ brixigs you this. From him you 

* Thii is a remarkable prediction, which wc have seen fulfilled. II. 
f He means Lord Oxford. H. 

I That is, to take the oaths to the governiDent on King George-^ 
Mcesrion to the throne. See p. 94. B. 
\ John Barber. H. 
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will liear what !b doing- Adiru ; lore me, and Irt 

Ihe belter, because after a gtcaicr blow Ihan mtwl mtlf 

I etcr fell, I keep u|i my E|)iril ; am ntilhcT dejecled >l 
»hst haa psgsed, nor apprtheorfve at what it lo ci 

i Xft rirtfrfe m* involim. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, ESft. 



I 



London, Aug. 12, ]714> 

Ol'H justiccB sit eeverai lioure PWry day, withcnl 

iflbrdlng UB the least dfws. 1 do not hear nny ttriug 

I Aey have done worth meulioning, except some orders 

I lliey Iiave given uImiuI the dUputc iu the city of J>iib- 

I ttn. You may be sure Uiey are not sucli as will pl«we 

r rrieadc; but I Ihitik jou and I agreed iacondemn- 

I tog those proceedings in oiu own people. My Lord 

■ Derby is made Lord Lieutenant ot Laocasltire. That 

and Ilamjishire are the only vacBut employmenis \\xj 

have lilU'd up ; I auppoee, under pretence of (heir bcliis 

tn a ritimc counties. If ihe wliigs hiul directed tbe litt 

of regcniB. Mnrlbormigh, Suitderlaiid and Wharton had 

not been left out. There arc five lories too. ihai wmiM 

uot bare been in. Though Ihcy were a little whinmical 

for lliree or fijur iayt shout tlm stiCCCsgiOD. fitey iie<niwd 

to recant, snd own tliemsrives in an error by the later 

VotcB. Ercry one of Ihcm approved iJie ])eacc and 

were for the adiltcKs at the end of the last sesKitHi. that 

il was safe, honourable, and adrantageous. CoDsiderlof 

wliat niiuislers wei'e employed here by lli<: court of 

Hauorer, and lliui the Icing himself had liltlu tiirormfi- 

(ioa but what he received from them, I ihink bb list 

shows TMi ill ilisposiiioD to tbe lories : aod tliey say lie b 

t to be hasty la reaaTiag tbe pwtewi be fail* Ik 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 10^ 

eroploymeot The bill is brought io for graDting him 
the old duties for the civil list. One Wy kes,* of North- 
ampton, moved to tack the place bill to it; but nobody 
seconded him, and he was extremely laughed at. He 
happens unluckily to be a tory. 

Did you receive your papers last post ? The first 
copyt is not yet left at St. Dunstao's.} Should I send 
to Barber for it in Bolingbroke's name ? I have writ to 
him to bring in his bill, and as soon as he comes I will 
pay him. I suppose I shall see him to-morrow. I wish 
you a good journey to Ireland. But if I hear Saturday's 
post comes into Wantage 'on Sunday, I may trouble you 
again. Pray let me know when you land in Ireland, 
that I may write to you, if any thing happens worth 
while. I shall be ver^- impatient for what you promise 
me from thence. I should be veiy glad to hear from you 
while you are on the road. 

liord Anglesey came to town last Tuesday. They 
are all here now, except Pembroke and Strafford. 

Charles £ver8field§ is making his court to the Dukes 
of Somerset and Argyll: lie declares he will keep his 
place, if he can, and that he will not stir for Campion's 
election in the county of Sussex. Campion and he have 
bad some high words upon that account. Lord Orford 
told the commisdonersof the admiralty, they were igno- 
rant, negligent of their duty, and wanted zeal for the 
king's service. 

* William Wykes, M. P. for Northampton io tvro parliameDtf,]713 
and 1714. N. 

t The first draught of the "« Free Tboughtv." See tb« notei m 
loiie precediog letters. N. 

X The coffee-bouse so called. N. 

f Mcmbsr for Honham. N. 
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|<^ FROM DR. ARBUTUNOT. ^ 

HpK DEAB FRIEND, Jug. 12, I71A. 

Hf'I TKiNK J oil for joiir kind letter, wbich liivcryconi- 
Hntable upon such a metaDclioly occaaioa. Afy dear 
^^fcti-ess's days were uumlwred even in ray imngioatloo, 
F &ld could not exceed siicli certain limits; buioftEiat 
I Soall number a great deal was cut otT by the last trouble- 
I Anne Kcene of ibis contention among her lervaiiU. T 
ft'lfcliere uleep was never moie welcome to a weary tw- 
■"Wller, thsQ deatli wag lo iter ; only it siirpriacri her too 
BlAddcnly before sFie had cigaed ber will; whicb, iig 
I^Mibt, being involved in eo luuch buiiu<-SB, biodend 
I ^ter from lioi«Iiing. It was unfortunate. ihRt she bad been 
rC^ereundcd, as is supposed by Lowndes, ihm it was neceih 

■ *&lry to have it under tlie preat seal. I have figured to 
^M6j'self all this mtlancliory sotne ; and even, if it be po*- 
r^%bte, onrse than it has iiai>pened, twenty limcB ; so Ifaai I 
I ^fSs prepared for it. My case ie not lialf so deplorable 
I ^ poor Lady Mashanre, ftnd several of tiic rfuecti'g sei- 
W^iitK; some of whom have no chance fori hei r biead but 
B^e generosity of his present majesty, which ecvoral peo- 
^^c, that know him, very mueli coiTimeiid. So far ig pUla 
l^itom what is happened in public aKkiiiH, thai whntouc 
I - party aflirmed of the settlement liiu proved tnic, aud 
K ■ tliat it was firm ; that it was in «omc mensnre nu a<lvno< 
I tage to (be successor not lo have been here, tuifl so OAi^. 
I • irf to declare htmsclf in trxctnl tliiitg*, in fbicli hr b 
I now at liberty. And indeed never buj- priuce iu tbU 
I respect came lotlie crown wUli jacnier MdvBDlaa;e. I can 

I assure you the peoceable acrue that now iy>peani, ImH*. ' 
I ' appoiutment to more thnit one wt of {>c^j)ie, 

■ > I hari- pn opiwrtunily caltul/ aiti. a\^m)uUk*^//M m 
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consider tlmt treasure of vilenesB and baseness^ that I 
always betiered to be in the lieart of man; and to be- 
hold them exert their Insolence and baseness; eveiy 
new inirfgnrPj instead of surprising and grieving me, as 
it does some of my friends, really diverts me» and in a 
manner improres my theoiy. Though I think I have 
not met with it in my own case, except from one man. 
And he was veiy for mistaken, for to him I would not 
abate one grain of my proud spirit* Dear friend, the 
last sentence of your letter quite kills me. Never re- 
peat thai melancholy tender word, that you wiU endea- 
vour to frxf^ me. lam sure I never can foiget you, till 
I meet with (what is Impowble) another, whose conver- 
sation I can delight so much in as Dr. Swift's ; and yet 
that is the smallest thing I ought to value you for. That 
hearty sincere friendship, that plain and open ingenuity 
in all your commerce, is what I am sure I never can find 
in andther. Alas : I shall want often a faithfol moniUMV 
one that would vindicate me behind my back, and tell 
me my foults to my face. God knows I write this with 
tears in my eyes. Tet do not be obstinate, but come up 
for a little time to Loudon; and if you must neecb go^ 
we may concert a manner of correspondence wherever 
ve are. I have a letter from Gay just before the queen's 
death. Is he not a trae poet, who had not one of his 
omnJxnks to ^ve to the princess, that asked for one? 



TO MISS YANHOMRIGH. 

Aug. 12, 1714. 

I HAD your letter last post and before you can send 

ne auoiber, I shall set out for Ireland. 1 must gu and 

take the oaths; and the sooner the better. If you are 

X 3 
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in Ireland when I am there, I shall see you very sel- 
dom. It is not a place for any freedom ; but it is where 
e^ery thing is known in a week, and magnified a hun* 
dred degrees. These are rigorous laws that must be 
passed through : but it b probable we may meet in Loo- 
don in winter : or if not, leave all to fate, that seldom 
comes to humour our Inclinations. I say all this out of 
the perfect esteem and friendship I have fov you. These 
public misfortunes have altered all my measures, and 
broke my spirits. God Almighty bless you. I shall, I 
hope, be on horseback in a day after this comes to your 
hand. I would not answer your questions for a mil- 
lion : nor can I think of them with any ease of minck 
Adieu. 



FROM CHARLES FORl^ ESCl. ' 

Ang. 14, 1714* 
1 HOPE you did not pay the two shillings for postage. 
If you did, pray send me the cover, that I may inquire 
into the meaniDgof it. 

I suppose you expect news upon Cragg's return from 
Uanover; but I do not hear a word more than what you 
have in the lords justices speech. Yesterday morning 
after be came, the whig8 looked dejected, and our friends 
very much pleased ; though I do not know any reason 
fur either, unless it was expected by both sides, that he 
would have brought orders for alterations. It aeemi the 
Dragon's entertainment was on a family account, upoD 



* On the back of thii letter ii the following note of the 
" Memoranduoi I kft Letcombc, Aug. lO, 1714> ia onler t» Iic^ 
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the agreement between Lord Hariey and Lord Pdhatti ; 
and only those, who were concerned in their aflfairs, 
were invited. But slighter grounds would have served 
to raise a story at this time; and it was sui&cient, that 
my Lord Townshend and Lord Cowper dined at his 
house. However, we look upon him as lost to our 
side; and he has certainly made advances of civility to 
the whigs, which they have returned with the utmost 
contempt I am told Dismal* begins to declare for his 
old friends, and protests he was really afraid for the pro- 
testant succession, which made him act in the manner 
he did. The foreign peers are certainly deprived ol 
thdr right of voting by the ezpsess words of the act of 
succenion ; and it appears it was the intention of the 
legislature at that time, for Prince Geoi^ of Denroarit 
was excepted by name ; but it is thought the lords will 
interpret it otherwise, when it comes to be tried. Thej 
do not lose the other privileges of peerage, and their 
posterity bom here may sit in the house. The same 
clause extends to the house of commons ; and no fo- 
reigner can enjoy any employment, civil or military. 
They may be favourable to the lords, who are all whigs; 
but I doubt poor Duke Disney will lose his regiment. 
I suppose Barber has given you an account of Lord 
Boliogbroke's pamphlet. If you and he are not come 
to an Mairciasement upon it, shall I send to him for it P 
I long for the other. Yesterday the commons voted 
ne mmc dm. to pay the Hanover troops, that deserted 
us in 1712. To day Sir William Wyndham, Campion, 
and two or three more, gave some opposition to it; for 
which they lOre extremely blamed. I think they had 
acted right, if they had ^ke against it yesterday ; but 

• TtiefiarlorNottioghaoi. H. 
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it 866018. they W6r6 not th6ii io th6 houae. They bad 
not strength enough to day to conie to a division. - 

Once more I wish you a good journey, and a quick 
return ; and I hope you will find things go better than 
you expect. 



FROM MR. GAY TO DR. ARBUTHNOT, OR 
THE DEAN OF ST. PATRICK'S: 

HanoveTj Aug, 16, 1714. 
You remember, I suppose, tliat I was to write you 
abundance of letters from Hanover ; but as one of the 
most distinguishing qualities of a politician is secrecy, 
you must not expect irom me any arcanas of state. 
There is another thing, that is necessary to establidi the 
character of a politician ; which is, to seem always to 
be full of affairs of state ; to know tlie consaltationa of 
the cabinet council, when at the same time all his poll* 
tics are collected from newspapers. Which of these two 
causes my secresy is owing to^ I leave you to determine. 
There is yet one thing more, that is extremely necessa- 
ry for a foreign minister, which he can no more be with- 
out, than an artizan without his tools ; I mean the terms 
of his art. I call it an art or a science, because I think 
the king of France has established an academy to in- 
struct the young Machiavolians of his country in the 
deep and profound science of politics. To the end that 
I might be qualiOcd for an employment of this nature, 
and not only be qualiGcd myself, but (to speak iu the 
St} le of Sir John Falbtaff) be the cause of qualifications 
iu others, I have made it my business to read memoirB, 
treaties, &c. And as a dictiouary of law terms is thought 
necessary for young beginners ; so I thought a dictioii- 
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ary of tenmi of state woald be no leas useful fat young 
politkians. The tenna of poliUca being not ao nume- 
loua aa to awell into a ▼ slume, especially in time of peace, 
(for in time of war all tlie terms of fortification are in- 
cluded) I tluNight fit to extract tliem in the same man- 
ner, for the benefit of young practitioners, as a famous 
author lias compiled his learned treatise of the law, 
called the Doctor and Student. I have not made any 
great t H rogr c a s in this piece ; but, however, I will just 
give you a specimen of it, which will make you in the 
same manner a judge of the design and nature of this 
treatise. 

Puliikkuu What are the neoenary tools for a prince 
Vo work with ? 

Student Ministers of state. 
Politician. What are the two great qualitiea of a 
nnnister of state. 

StMdeni, Secrecy and despatch. 
PoHtieiaiu Into how many parts are the ministers of 
sUte divided ? 

Student. Into two. FifBt, ministen of state at home ; 
aecondly, ministers of state abroad, who are called &h 
leign ministers 

Politician. Very right. T9'ow as I design you for 
the latter of tliese employments,! shall wave saying any 
thing of the first of these. What are the different de- 
greea of foreign ministers ? 

Student. The different degrees of foreign ministers 
are as follow : first, plenipotentiaries ; second, cnibassa- 
don extraordinary; third, embassadors in ordinary; 
iburth, envoys extraordinary; fifth, envoys in ordina- 
nary; sixth, residents; seventh, consuls; and eighth, 
aecretaries. 

Politician. How is a foreign miuistcr to be known ? 
Student By his credentials. 
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PoKtieian. When are a foreiga raiohter's creden- 
tials to be delivered ? 

Student. Upon his first admisdoD into the presence of 
the prince, to whom he is sent, otherwise called his first 
audience. 

PoUtidaru How many kind of audiences are there ? 

StudenL Two, which are called a public audience, 
and a private audience. 

PoUtidan. What should a foreign ininister^s beha- 
viour be when he has his first audience ? 

Student, He sliould bow profoundly, speak delibe- 
rately, and wear both sides of his long periwig be- 
fore, &c. 

By these few questions and answers you may be able 
to make some judgment of the usefulness of this politic 
treatise. Wicquefort, it is true, can never be sufficient- 
ly admired for his elaborate treatise of the conduct of 
an embassador in all his n^tiations : but I design this 
only as a. compendium, or the embassador's manual, or 
vade mecum, 

I have writ so far of this letter, and do not know who 
to send it to; but I have now determined to send it, 
either to Dr. Arbuthnot, the Dean of St. Patrick's, or to 
both. My Lord Clarendon is very mcuh approved of 
at court, and I believe is not dissatisfied with his xe- 
cepUon. We have not much variety of diversions: 
what we did yesterday and to day we shall do to-moi^ 
row : which is, to go to court, and walk in the gardens 
at Herenhauscn. If I write any more, my letter will 
be just like my diveraons, the same thing over and over 
again. So^ sirs. 

Your most obliged bumble servant, 

J. OAT. 
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I would have writ this letter over again, but I had not 
time. Correct all mj errata. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT TO MR. POPE. 

London^ Sept. 7, 1714. 

I AM eztremety obliged to you for taking notice of a 
poor old distressed courtier, commonly the most despisa- 
ble thing in the world. This blow has so roused Scrib- 
l€ru8 that he has recovered his senses, and thinks and 
talks like other men. Fi-oro being frolicksome and gay, 
he 18 turned grave and morose. His lucubrations lie 
neglected among old -news-papers, cases, petitions, and 
abundance olf unanswerable letters. I wish to God they 
had been among the papers of a noble lord sealed up ; 
then might Scriblerus have passed for pretender, and it 
would have been a most excellent and laborious work for 
4he Flying Post, or some such author, to have allegorized 
all his adventures into a plot, and found out mysteries 
somewhat like the Key to the Lock. Martin's office is 
now the second door to the left hand in Dover-street, 
where he will be glad to see Dr. Parnell, Mr. Pope, and 
his old friends ; to whom he can still afford a half pint 
of claret. It is with some pleasure that he contem- 
plates the world still busy, and all mankind at work for 
him. I have seen a letter from Dean Swift ; he keeps 
up his noble spirit ; and though like a man knocked 
down, you may behold him still with a stern countenance, 
and aiming a blow at his adversaries. I will add no 
more, being in haste ; only, that I will never forgive 
you, if you cannot use my aforesaid house in Dover- 
street, with the same freedom you did that in St. James's ; 
for -88 our friendship was not begun upon the relation of 
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pourtier, m I hope it nill nul €utl wtlh ll. 1 vill aivajf 
i (iroud to be reckoned nmongBt the uiiinlici' o( your 
icuds and humble aei'vaats. 



TO LORD BOLINGBROKE- 

^Aylobd. Dublin, Stpt. 14, 17U. 

I KSFE j'our lorileliip, H ho were alwnj b ho kind to Dir 

[ irbile jou were a servant, wilt not foigct mc ttoir b j'vur 
featuess. 1 give you this cautieu, bceaiuc I rcallj' be- 
iwe, ymi will l>e apt to be exaltetl io j-oui new ttatign 
« retirement, which was the only houourablr pest tt»t 
iboec wbogareityou verccap(d>le.of GWiferrliti;. And 
at, ill otE-er emplojnients, the circumBlaticea with «hkb 
ibey arc giveu, arc sumetimes said to bo ctinally Tiklua- 
bte H ill) the gilt itself, eo it was in your case. Tllc ml- 

' Ids up yotir office, and especially wittiout any direc- 
tions fruni tlie kiog, diecovered uich aenlimenlit of jou 
in such persons, as would roitkc any houexl maa proud to 
shnre Uiem. 

I must be so ficc as to tell you, that this ocw office of 
retirement will be harder for you to keep, ihsti that 
oTsecretiiry : audyou lie under nuo great diiadvaotage, 
beside your beiug loo young ; that wbereai uoue but 
Liia\'cs and 'boh ile^re to deprive you of yuur fennel 
post, alt the honest men lo F.iiglaud trill be for ptUUng 
jrou out of this. 

I go oD in writing ibough I know not hi>w (o acsd 

you my letter. If I were sure it would Iw ofiencd by 

Ihc Bcalen of your ofUcG, J would fill i 

* Urmi of ait, that they would better d 

rctisb. 
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It is a poiot of wisdom too hard for me, not to look 
back ^vith vexatioo upoo past management. Divines 
tell us often firom their pulpits, ^ that half the pains 
wliich some men take to be damned, would liave compas- 
sed their salvation :'' this, I am sure, was extremely our 
case. I know not what motions your lordship intends : 
but, if I see the old whig measures taken in the next 
elections ; and that the Court, the Bank, East India, 
and South Sea, act strenuously, and procure a majority ; 
I sliali lie down, and beg of Jupiter to heave the cart 
out of the dirL 

I would give all I am worth, for the sake of my coun- 
try, that you had led your mantle with somebody in the 
house of commons, or that a dozen honest men among 
them had only so mauj shreds of it. And so, having de- 
spatched all our friends in England, off flies a splinter, 
and knocks two governors of Ireland dead. I remem- 
ber, we never had leisure to think of that kingdom. The 
poor dead queen is used like the giacit Longaron in Ra- 
belais. Pantagrucl took Longaron by the heels, and 
made him his weapon to kill twenty other giants ; then 
flung hiui over a river in the town, and killed two ducks 
and au old cat. I could talk very wisely to you, but 
you would regard me not. I could bid you, non despe- 
rare de republicd ; and say, that res nolunt diu tnaU ad- 
mmistrari. But I will cut all short, and assure you, 
that, if you do not save us, I will not be at the pains of 
racking my invention to guess how we shall be saved ; 
and yet I have read Polybius. 

They tell me you have a very good crop of wheat, 
but the barley h bad. Hay will certainly be dear, un- 
\tm we have an open winter. I hope you found your 
hounds in good condition, and that Bright has not made 
a stirrup-leather of your jockey-belt. 

I imagine you now smoking with your humdrum 
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squire (I forget his aame) who can go home at midnigln, 
and open a dozen gates when he is drunk. 

I beg your lordship not to ask me to lend you any 
money. If you will come and live at the deanery, and 
furnish up an apartment, I will find you in victuals and 
drink, which is more than ever you got by the court : 
and as proud as you are, I hope to see you accept a part 
of this offer before I die. 

The take this country ; it has, in three weeks, 

spoiled two as good sixpenny pamphlets, as ever a pro- 
clamation was issued against. And since we talk of that, 
will there not be **»**»****•**♦• ?t I shall 
be cured of loving England, as the fellow was of hii 
ague, by getting himself whipped through the town. 

I would retire too, if I could ; but my country seat, 
where I have an acre of ground, is gone to ruin. The 
wall of my own apartment is fallen down, and I want 
mud to rebuild it, and straw to thatch it. Besides, a 
spiteful neighbour has seized on bix feet of ground, car- 
ried off my trees, and spoiled my grove. All this b li- 
terally true, and I have not fortitude enough to go and 
see those devastations. 

But, in return, I live a country life in town, see no- 
body, and go every day once to prayers ; and hope, in 
a few months, to grow as stupid as the present aituation 
of aftairs will require. 

Well, after all, parsons are not such bad company, e^ 
pecially when they are under subjection ; and I let 
none but such come near me. 

However, pray God forgive them, by whose indolence, 
neglect, or want of friendship, I am reduced to live with 
twenty leagues of salt water between your lordship and 
me. &c. 

t Here are two or three wordf in the maouseript toUBj en»t6 
nni Ulcphle. D. 3 



& 
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FROM DR, ARBUTHNOT. 

^EAR BROTHER, Ocf. 19, 1714. 

Even in affliction, your letter made me melancbolj, 
and communicated some of the spleen whicli 70U had 
when you wrote it, and made me forfeit some of my re- 
putation of cheerfulness and temper under afflictions. 
However, I have so many subjects amongst my friends 
and fellow servants to be grieved for, that I can easily 
turn it oflf myself with credit. Tlie queen's poor ser- 
vants are like so many poor orphans exposed in the very 
streets : and those, whose past obligations of gratitude 
and honour ought to have engaged them to have repre- 
sented their case, pass by them like so many abandoned 
creatures, without the possibility of ever being able to 
make the least return for a favour; which has added to 
my theory of human virtue. 

I wish I did not only haunt you in the obliging and 
aflfectionate sense you are pleased to express it, but were 
personally present with you ; and I think it were hard- 
ly, in the power of fortune not to make some minutes 
pleasant. I dine with my Lord and Lady Masham to 
day, where we will, as usually, remember you. 

You have read, ere this time, the History of the 
White Staff,* which is either contrived by an enemy, 
or by himself to bring down vengeance ; and I have 

* A pamphlet written by Mr. Daniel de Foe, and published in 
1714, in 8vo. in two parts, ander the title of ** The Secret History of 
the White Staff;'* being an account of afiUin under the conduct of 
moe late ministers, and of what might probably have happened if 
her mflgeflty had not died. Soon after the publication of it, came oat, 
in 8vo. "A detection of the sophistry and fobities of the pamphlet, 
intitled, The Secret History of the White Stafi; containing an inqui- 
ry into the Staff^s conduc in the late managemcat, particularly wit!i 
respect to the Prolestaut succeffioo." B^ 
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told some of his nearest friencls so. All the dra«on can 
say will not give him one single friend amoogst the whole 
party ; and therefore I even wonder at him, which you 
will say is a strange thing. The very great person of 
all''^ can hardly speak of him with patience. The Con- 
de acts like a man of spirit, makes up to the king, and 
talks to him, and would have acted with more sense 
than any of them, could he have had any body to hare 
acted along with him : nos mnnerus sumtts^ (Oc. Thn 
man you speak of is just as you describe, so I beg par- 
don. Shadwell says, he will have my place of Chelsea. 
Garth told me, his merit was giving intelligence about 
his mistress's health. I desired he would do me the fa- 
vour to say, that I valued myself upon quite the contra- 
ry ; and I hoped to live to see the day, when his majes- 
ty would value me the more for it too. I have not seen 
any thing as yet to make me recant a certain inconveni- 
r'ut opinion I have, that one cannot paj too dear for 
peace of mind. 

Poor philosopher Berkeley has now the ideaf of health, 
which was very hard to produce in him ; for he had an 
idea of a strange fever ufion him so strong, that it was 
very hard to destroy it by introducing a contrary one. 
Poor Gay is much whei*c he was, only out of the ducli- 
rss's| family and service. He has some confidence in 
the Princess and Countess of Picborough ; I wish It may 
be significant to him. I advised him to make a poem 
upon the princess before she came over, describing her 
to the English ladies ; for it seems the princess docs not 
dislike that. (She is really a person that I believe will 

" Probably Kin^ Oeorpp I. B. 

-i- This alliidof to hid book, in which he attrinpts to pro\-p, tliat all 
iiiin!;9 sii|ii)oscd to defend u{)on a material world, subsisit only in 

: The Diicho?! of Muunioiith. H. 
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give great content to every body.) But Gay was in 
such a grovelling condition, as to the affairs of the world, 
that his muse would not stoop to visit him. I can say 
no more of news, than that you will And the pit>ceed- 
ings hitherto have beencompai-atively gentle. Adieu. 



DR. ARBUTHNOT TO MR. FORD.' 

DSAB SIR, Oct, 19, 1714. 

I THANK you kindly for yours, with the enclosed 
from our friend. I would have obeyed your commands 
as to the History of the White Staff; but that there 
really is no answer to it, more than a thing that rises just 
out of what is said in the history ; none writ on purpose 
by any one that knows matters of fact, or can contradict 
what he says ; or indeed write by concert of the persons 
that are attacked. And I reckon any other is not wortli 
your while to read. The Dragon denies it ; but as I 
told the governor, it is necessary for him to do that in a 
very solemn and strong manner, else there will be a rip- 
ping answer, as you say. All things go on at the usual 
rate. I am at uncertainty still as to my little ofHce. I 
leave them to do just as they please. George Fielding 
and Brigadier Briton are grooms of the bedchamber, 
which does not seem altogether the doing of a certain 
great man. The groom of the stole is still uncertain, 
lying between two that you know. I am told that the 
great person of all has spoke more contemptibly of the 
Dragon than of any body, and in very hard terms. Has 
not he managed finely at last ? The princess gives great 

* Written, on the same paper with the last. II. ^ 
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t tD t\ery body, I will ndd nu mure, being ta 
iTiite an Uic nthei' sitlc lo Uik Dt-uii; wliicli pray Tut- 



niir^^H 



TO SIR ARTHTJE lAHOFOl 



AS to wail on j'Ou llie other ilaj', auil wat luld by 

rijour servBiH Ibat you ui" uot lo be seeo till towwJ 

^ ^Tcuing, wliicii at llie dislniico I am al ihb tiDieof the 

I ¥ear, cauaol Gasily be rampiUEed. ^ly princlpul bun- 

^ SCM wiu to let j''ou know, thai since my Inst retura frutu 

Englaoil, many perwos hare comftlatued lo me, thai I 

sufTcrcd s conveuliclc to be liept in my pnrinb, and in a 

frlacc where there never was any before. I meillioiiod 

this to your nephew Rowley iu DubHo, when he came 

lo me with titis meHage from you ; but I could aot pr^ 

Tsil with him to mite lo you about it. I hare alvsy* 

looked upon you as an honest gcntlemao, of p«kl clia- 

rlty aiul piety in yonr way ; and I hope ymi will rfr 

neinbcr at the tame time, that it becomu jou lo Iw a 

E ^(i£al niao, and that you will not promote um e(ii:«un^ 

F Inuch leaB give a bcgriuuiog lo a thing directly cvatrury 

I io the law. You know die dissenten in Ireland are mt- 

|%red to have theii- couvcnticlea only by conuivaiicilv 

1 TfOd tliat only iu places where they formerly uMd Itt 

" Wbei-eng ihia conventicle of your» b a new 

tfling, in a new place entirely of your own erection, aaiJ 

, perverted to thia ill use from ilie dtaign you outwardly 

Kcmcd lo have intended it for. It haa brcn Jic weak- 

the diaieotciB lo be loo eangiijne and afiaumli^ 

renin in the italc, which appeared lo give them 

. tbe leaMeucoucageoicalj iind tlusi ia other turns ofal- 
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fttirs, has proved very much to their disadrantage. The 
niofit moderate churchmen may be apt to reseut, vhen 
they see a sect, without toleratioo by law, iosnltiog the 
established religion. Wheuever the legislature shall 
think fit to give them leave to build new conventideti 
all good churchmen will submit ; but till then we cao 
hardly see it without betraying our church. I hope 
therefore you will not think it hard, if I take those me- 
thods which my duty obliges me, to prevent this grow- 
ing evil as far as it lies in my power, unless you shall 
•Udnk fit, from your own prudence, or the advice of 
some uuderstanding friends, to shut up the doors of that 
conventicle for the future. I am, with true friendship 
and i^teem, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

B. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. 

siK, Nov. 4, 1714. 

I HAVE one letter finom you to acknowledge, which I 
will do very soon. In the mean time I ^nd diis to ac- 
quaint you, that if you have not already hid your pa- 
pers in some private place in the hands of a trusty friend, 
I fear they will fall into the hands of our enemies. Sure 
you have already taken care in this matter, by what the 
public prints told you of the proceedings of the great men 
toward the Earl of Strafford and Mr. Prior. However, 

far greater cauUoo, this is sent you by 

I am, &c. 
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FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Dublin, \n A. 

You once had a maxim, vhich was to act what was 
right, and not mind what the. world would saj. I wish 
you would keep to it now. Fray what can be wrong in 
seeing and advising an unhappy young woman ? I can- 
not imagine. You cannot but know that your frowns 
make my life unsupportable. You have taught me to 
distinguish, and then to leave me miserable. Now, all 
I beg is, that you will for once counterfeit (since you 
cannot otherwise) tliat indulgent friend you once were, 
till I get the better of these difficuUics. 



FROM TUE SAME. 

m 

Dublin,l7\4. 

You bid mc be easy, au<l you would see me as often 
as you could. You liad better have said, as ofleo as 
you could get the better of your inclinations so much ; 
or, as often as you remembered there was such a one in 
the world. If you continue to treat me as you do^ you 
will not be made uneasy by mc long. It is imposBible 
to describe what I have suffered since I saw you last. I 
am sure I could have borne the rack much better than 
those killing words of youis. Sometimes I have re* 
solved to die without seeing you more; but tboie ie> 
solves, to your misfortune, did not last long. For, there 
is something in human nature, that prompts one ao to 
find relief in this world, I must give way to it : and beg 
you would sec me and speak kindly to me, for I am bufp. 
you would not condemn any ofir to sulfcr what I havr 
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done, could 70a bat know it. The reason I write to 
you is, because I cannot tell it to you should I see you. 
For, when I begin to complain, then you are angiy ; and 
there is something in your looks so awful, that it strikes 
me dumb. Oh ! that you may have but so much regard 
for me left, that this complaint may touch your soul with 
pity. I say as little as erer I can ; did you but know 
what I thought, I am sure it would move you to for- 
give me, and believe, I cannot help telling you this and 
Hve.* 



FROM DR. ARBL-THXOT TO MIL FOUD.i 

BEAR FRIEND, Xov. 1714. 

I HOPE this will find you in ^ood liealth ; and I hope 
in greater tranquillity of mind than when we used to la- 
ment together at yoiu* office for the eternal faults of our 
friends. I have seen the Dragon thrice since I wrote to 
you. He is without shadow of cJiaii^i^o; the greatest 
example of an unshaken tranquillity of mind, that ever I 
jet taw, seemingly perfectly well satisfied with his own 
coodiurt in every particular. You know we have often 
said, that there is but one dragon in renan naturi. I 
do not know what he thinks^ but I am perfectly well sa- 
tisfied, that there will not be that one Dragon left, if some ,i 
people have their will. Haly Bassa, they say, struggles 

• A letter from Dr. Snifl, dated Piiilipstovn, Nor. 5, 1714, says, 
that be was goio;^ to a friend upon a promise, being tben a miie from 
Trim, vben Miss V'anhomrigh's tenraot overtook him with a letter. 
She W2.S then at Kilrhohid, and woaU go to town on the Mondai fol- 
lowiog, to her lodpng in TuroMile alley. He concludes thus ; " I 
have rode a tedious journey to day, and can say no more. Nor af lall 
you know where 1 am till 1 come, and tben I will see you. A 
yonr letters and messages. Adieu.'* H. 

^ Endorsed, ** Received Dec. 2, 1714. »» H. 
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for his gon-in-law. It is generous and /grateful. There 
is a prodigious quarrel between him and the president 
about it.* I have given you the trouble of the adjoined 
for the Dean, as also a scrap of a letter for him which 
we had begun at our club, but did not finish ; Dr. PameU 
Bot going, as he said. 

I am not yet out, but expect to be soon. Adieu. 

I had almost forgot to tell you of the pretender^s de- 
claration, iu which there are words to thb purpose ; 
^* That he had no reason to doubt of the good intention 
of his sister, which was the reason that he sat quiet in 
her time ; but now was disappointed by the deplorable 
accident of her sudden death." 



FROM THE SAME.f 

BEAR BROTHER, NcfU, 1714« 

I SEND you the scrap of a letter begun to you by the 
whole society, because I suppose you even value the 
fragments of your friends. The honest gentleman^ ^ 
whose lodgings we wrote, is gone for France. I reallj 
value your judgment extremely in chusing yourfrienda. 
I think worthy Mr. Ford is an instance of it, being an 
honest, sensible, firm, friendly man, et quaUs ab UMqrfK 
processerat^ &c. Though, by the way, praising your 
judgment is a little compliment to myself, which I am 
apt to fall into of late, nobody now being at the trouble 
of doing it for me. The Parnellian, who was to have 
carried tliis letter, seems to have changed his mlud by 
€ome sudden turn in hb affairs ; but I wish bis hoptv 

^ Daniel Earl of Nottingbam. B. 

r Written on the same paper with the la t« Ni 

r The Duke of Ormond. N. 
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may Dot be the effect of some accidental thing Vrorking 
upon his spirits, rather than any well-grouuded project. 

If it be Buy pleasure to you, I can assure you that 
you are remembered kindly by your friends, and I be- 
lieve not altogether forgot by your enemies. I think 
both is for your reputation. I am told, that I am to lose 
my little preferment : however, 1 hope to be able to keep 
a little habitation warm in towu. I cannot but say, I 
think there is one tiling in your circumstance, that must 
make any mau happy ; which is, a liberty to preach. 
Such a prodigious privilege, that if it did not border up- 
on simony, I could really purchase it for a sum of mo- 
Bey. For my part, I never imagine any man can be 
uneasy, that has the opportunity of venting himself to a 
It hole ^congregation once a week. And you may pre* 
tend what you will. I am sure you think so too, or you 
do not judge right. As for n(;ws, I never inquire about 
any. Fuimus TroeSy &c. Sed nuncferox Jupiter iron- 
stulU omnia odArgos. 

My present politics is to give no disturbance to the 
present folks in the due exercise of their power, for fear 
of forcing them to do very strange things, rather than 
part with what they love €o well. Untoward reports la 
the country will make elections dearer, which I am sor- 
ry for. The dragon, I am afraid, will be struck at. 
Adieu, in haste. 

I must not forget to tell you a passage of the preten- 
der's declaration, to this piu-pose, ^ That he had, <S^."* 

* Here the words in p. 124 , are repeated. N. 
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TO MONSIEUR GIRALDI * 

De DvbUn en Yrktndty 
MONSIEUR, Fevrier 25, 1714-15. 

Je preDs la liberie de voiis presenter le porteur de 
celui-ci, MoDsieur Howard, gentilhomnie savant et de 
conditioQ de ce pays-ci ; qui pretend de faire le tour 
d'ltalie ; ct qui 6tant chaaoine en mon doyenn^ et pro- 
fesseur de college ici, vent en voyageant parmi lescatho- 
liques s'opiniatrer plus dans son h^r^sie. Et apr^ tout» 
monsieur, il n'est que juste, puisque vous avez d^rob^ 
noire franchise Angloise pour Fajouter a voire pdiieBBe 
lialienne, que quelques-uns de nous-auirea tramootanei 
/devoient en vojagcani chez vous faire des repr^udlles. 
Vous me soutTrircz aussi de vous prier de presenter mes 
ties humble devoires a son aliesse royale le Grand Doc 

Four mon particulier, monsieur, je prens la liberty dc 
irous dire, que deux mois devant la mort de la rein^ 
Toyant, qu'il 6toit tout- a-fait impossible de raccommoder 
mf's amis du ministerc, je me retirai a la campagne ea 
Berkshire, d od apres ce iriste 6v6nement je suia veira 
en Irlande, od je demuere en mon dojenn^, et attcoa 
avec la resignation d'un bon chr^tien la mine de notre 
cause ct de mes amis, menaces tons les joura par la fao* 
lion domiuaute. Car ces messieurs soiit tout-a-fait r6ao- 
lu de traticher nne demi-douzainc de t§tes des roci lieu res 
d^Angleterre, et que vous avez fori bien connuea et eati- 
m^es, Dieu salt quel en sera Tev^nement. Pour noi 
j'ai quitt^ pour jamais ]a politique, et avec la permiiBioD 
.des bons gens qui soui maiutenant en vogue, je demea- 
rerui la reste de ma vie en mon hermitage pour songer i 
mon salut. 

k Secretary to the Duke of Tukadj. VK 
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Adieu, monsieur, et me faites la justice de croire, que 
je suis, avec beaucoup de respect, monsieur, votre, «&:c. 



TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

MY LORD, Dublin^ July 1 9, 1 7 1 5. 

It may look like an idle or officious thing in me, to 
give your lordship Any interruption under your present 
circumstances : yet I could never forgive myself, if, after 
being ti'eated for several years with the greatest kind- 
ness and distinction, by a person of your lordship's vir- 
tue, I should omit making you at thb time the humblest 
offers of my poor service and attendance. It is the first 
time I ever solicited you in my own behalf; and if I am 
refused, it will be the first request you ever refused me. 
I do not think myself obliged to regulate my opinions 
by the proceedings of a house of lords or commons ; and 
therefore, however they may acquit themselves in your 
lordship's case, I shall take the liberty of thinking and 
calling your lordship the ablest and faithfullest minister, 
and truest lover of your country, that this age has pro- 
duced : and I have already taken care that you shall be 
so represented to posterity, in spite of all the rage and 
malice of your enemies. And this I know will not be 
wholly indifferent to your lordship ; who next to a good 
conscience, always esteemed reputation your best pos- 
session. Your intrepid behaviour under this prosecu- 
tion astonishes every one but me, who know you so 
well^ and how little it is in the power of human actions 
or events to discompose you. I have seen your lord- 
ship labouring under greater difficulties, and exposed to 
greater dangers, and overcoming both, by the provi- 
dence of God, and your own wisdom and courage. — 
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Your life has been already attempted by private malice ; 
it is now pursued by public resentment. I^olhiug else 
remained. You were destined to both trials ; and the 
same power, which delivered you out of the paws of the 
lion and the bear, will, I trust, deliver you out of the 
hands of the uncircumcised. 

I can write no mere. You suflTcr for a good cause ; for 
having preserved your country, and for having beeu the 
great instrument, under God, of his present majesty's 
peaceable accession to the throne. This I know, and 
tills your euetnies kiiow; and this I will take care that 
all the world shall know, and future ages be convioccU 
of. Go<l Almighty protect you, and cootiDue to you 
that fortitude and magnanimity he has eudowed you 
with J Farewell. 

JON- SWIFT, 



FROM DR. FREIND.* 

MR. DEAN, Westnu Sept, 20, 1715, 

I AM much obliged to Lady Kerry for giving you an 
occasion of writing, and shall always be pleased in re* 
ceiving any commands from you. Mr. Fitzmauricef is 
very promising, and a favourite of mine already. I had 
never seen or heard from any one that was concerned for 
him, till I had the favour of yours; but as I had taken 
a particular notice of him on his own account, I shall 
now do it much more upon yours. This will be brought 
to you by your kinsman, Mr. Rolt. I am glad I cod 
tell you, that he has behaved himself very iircll licre. 



^ Robert Pri'ind, D. D. master of Westminster school. P. 
■^ He had keen placed at tkc school by Sirift. N. 
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Be 18 not of the highest sort, but is very sober and in- 
dustrious, and will work out his waj, and, I believe, de» 
serve any eocouragemeat 70a are pleased to give him. 
Thiogs are. in au odd posture with us at present ; and 
the state of banishmeot you are iii, may be endured 
without much regret : however, I sliall hope in a little 
time to see you here, when more of your friends are iu 
town. 

The bishop'*' and my brotlierf are much yours, and 
Tery desirous of a happy meeting nith you. Before 
this can be with you, yoi will be able to guess how soou 
that may happen. And may it be as soon as is wished 
by, sir. 

Tour most obedient and faithful humble servant, 

R. FREi:^D. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMO^'D, 

filE, OcL 17, 1715. 

I WAS extremely pleased to find you had not foigot 
joor friends, when it is so hard for them to wiite you, 
and by their concern for you, put ycu iu miud of them. 
But I find no misfortunes can k^^en your friend&Iiip, 
vbich.]s so great, as to blind you of the side of their 
Smlts, and make you believe you see virtues in them, 
it were happy for them they enjoyed in any degree ; 
for^ I am sure, some of those you named are much 
wanted at this time. I was, as you heard, very well 
pleased, that my lriend| was safe as to bis person, but 

* Dr. Francii Atterbory, bi&op of Rochester. B. 
•f Jobs Fieind, M. D. B. 

t Tbe dnke, who being sajpected of Ueasonable practicef, or dc- 
mgpa, went abroad. B. 

I 2 
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Very uneasy at seeing liis reputation so treated. As to 
his fortune, it is yet in dispute. However, as long ag 
he is Mell, I am satisfied. It is with difficulty I do 
hear ; but now and then a straggKng body brings me an 
account of him : for there has been no encouragement 
to write by the post, all letters miscaiTying, that either 
he or I have wrote that way, that we have given it 
over now, and trust to accident for the, news of each 
other. I hope I shall hear from you oftener than I hare 
done for some months past : for no friend you have has 
more respect for you, than your most humble servants 
Your niece Betty* is your humble servant. 



!I0 MR. POPE. 

Dublin^ Jan. 28, 1 7 1 5 — 1 & 

My Lord Bishop of Clogherf gave me your kind 
ietter full of reproaches for my not writing. I am na- 
turally no very exact correspondent, and when I leave a 
country without probability of returning, I think as sel- 
dom as I can of what I loved or esteemed in it, to avoid 
t)ic dcsiderium which of all things makes life most un- 
easy. But you must give me leave to add one thjn|^ 
that you talk at your ease, being wholly unconcerned 
In public events : for, if your friends the whij(s contiaue^ 
you may hope for some favour \ if the tones retuni4 7^ 

* Her f race*i daughter. 12. 

f Dr. St. George Aalie, fonnerly a Fellov or Trinity College, 
Dublin, (^to whom the Dean was a pupil) afterward Bishop of Clot- 
her, 1C97 ; and translated to the Fee of Dim ry in 1716-17. It was he 
who mairied Swift to Mrs. Johnrioo, 171ti-17; and pcrldincd the ce- 
CCmony in a garden. Dr. Warton. 

t In a manuscript Ifttrr of Lord RcHngfirr.ke il U s:iid, " tliat 
^pqjjf I. «.f:t ^nt from Hiinovir wiUt a rcsohition of opprCi?iB5 no ?*' 
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are at least mse of quiet Tou know how well I loved 
both Lord Oxford and Bolii^;broke, and how dear the 
Dake of Ormood is to me : do you imagioe I can be 
easy while thmr enemies are eodeavourio^ to take off 

their heads ; / mmCy €i versus ieaan meditare canarus 

Do you imagine I can be easy, when I think of the pro- 
bable consequences of these proceedings perhaps upon 
the Fery peace of the nation, but certainly of the minds 
of so many hundred thousand good subjects ? Upon 
the whole, you may truly attribute my silence to the 
ecfipae, but it was that eclipse which happened oo the 
.first of August* 

I borrowed your Homer from the bishop (mine is not 
yet landed) and read it out in two CTeniogs. If it pleases 
others as well as me, you have got your end in profit and 
reputation ; yet I am angry at some bad rhymes and 
triplets, and pray in your next do not let me have so 
many unjustifiable rhymesf to war and gods. I tell yoa 
all the faults I know, only in one or two places you are a 
little obscure ; but I expected you to be so in one or two- 
aod-twenty. I have heard no foul talk of it here, for 
indeed it is not come over; nor do we very much 
abound in judges, at least I have not the honour to be 
acquainted with them. Your notes are perfectly good, 

fif men that would be quiet subjects. But as soon aa be came iato 
Hoflaod a cootrary rcsolutioo vas taken at tbe earnest iiOf ortunity 
0f the allie«, and particularly of Heiosius, and some of the '^hii^s. 
Lord Toirn''heod came triumphing to acquaint Lord Somi^rs wit; all 
the measures of proscription and of persecution which they inteiid*:d» 
and to which the king had at last consented. Tbe old peer asked 
what h«* meant, and shed tears on the foresight ot measnies like 
tliose of the Roman Triumvirate ** Dr. Wabtox. 

* The diy of Queen Anne^s demise, 1714. Dr. Warto.v. 

f He vas frequently carpiiM^ at Pope for many rhymes in many 
other parts of his ^orks. Ilis own were remarkably aacl. Dr. 
Wapton. 

F 3 
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and so are your preface and essay.* You were pretty 
bold in mentioning Lord Bolingbroke in that preface. 
I saw the Key to the Lock but yesterday : I think you 
have changed it a good deal, to adapt it to the present 
times.f 

God be thanked I have yet no parliamentary busi* 
ness, and if tliey have none witli me, I shall never seek 
their acquaintance. I have not been very fond of them 
for some years past, not when I thought them tolerably 
good; and therefore if I can get leave to be absent, I 
shall be much inclined to be on that side when there is 
a parliament on this : but truly I must be a little easy 
in^my mind| before I can think of Scriblerus. 

You are to understand, tlmt I live in the corner of a 
vast unfuriiished house : my fan>i1y contiists of a stew- 
ard, a groom, a helper in tlie stable, a footman, and an 
old maid, who are all at board wages, and when I do not 
dine abroad, or make an entertainment, (which last is 
ver>' rare) I eat a mutton pie, an<l drink half a pint of 
vine : my amusements are defending my small domioiona 

* Given Ic him by Parivrll j and witli wIiirH Pope told Mr.Spenc^, 
lie was very well sati.^lied, thougli he corrected it agaio azul afaiu. 
J)r. Warton. • 

f Put these last two observatiocs together, and it wJU appear, that 
Mr. Poi.c was never wanting to his friends for fear of party, nor 
would he iusult a ministry to huniour them. He said of himsei^ and 
1 believe he said truly, that " he never wrote a line to gratify ttie 
nninjosity of any one party at tlie expense of another.*' See tlie 
" Letter to a Nobl.' Lord." Warblhton. 

t Never was exhibited so strung and lamentable a picture of dit- 
&pjM>i:]ted ambition as in this and some other letters of the Sean. 
M'hcu we consider the fidelity and ability with which be lerved the 
qurenV last minis'try, we arc surprised that they gave him no higher 
preferment, but banished !ilm, as it were, to Ireland. The fact is, 
his friends, though ministers, had it not in their power to do more 
for him than they did ; iHit, as is the constant practice of all mini»- 
ter4, carefilly concealed from liini their inability to serve liim, to 
keep him ^tcady in his dependence on them. Dr. Warton. 
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agaiDsi tiie archbishop, and endeavouring to reduce mj 
rebellious choir. Perthtur hac intermireso lux. I de> 
sire you will present my humble service to Mr. AddisoD» 
Mr. Congreve, and Mr. Rowe, and Gay. I am, and 
will be always, extremely yours, &c. 



TO BISHOP ATTERBURT. 

Mr LORD, Dublin^ March 24, 1715-1 €. 

As much as your lordshi^/s thoughts and time are 
employed at present, you must give me leave to inter- 
rupt them, and, which is worse, for a tritle ; tliough, by 
Uie accidents of time and party, of some consequence 
and great vexation to roe. I am here at the head of 
tfaree-and-tventy dignitaries and prebendaries, wherejf 
the major part, differing from me in principles, have 
taken a fancy to oppose me upon all occasions in the 
chapterhouse ;^ and a ringleader among them has prc^ 
sumed to debate my power of proposiog, or my nega- 
tive, though it is what the deans of this cathedral have 
possessed for time immemorial, and what has never been 
once dbputed. Our constitution was taken from that 
of Sarum ; and tlie knowledge of what is practised there 
in the like case would be of great use to me. I have 
written this post to Dr. Younger,t to desire he would 

* After some time of his settlement ia Dublin, bis forofier and moft 
intimate correspondent. Archbishop King, with some of bis old 
friends, but cniedy Mr. Dougat, tbe chaunter, and nephev to the 
vehbisbop, set themselves ajr init bis jurisdiction with all their 
force, ^. See a spirited letter of Swift's to Archbishop King (whose 
yrgudices appear to have continued long after,) dated May 18, 
1727. N. 

t 0. D. of Magdalea cclkg<*} Oxford. He obtaioed the deanery 
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inform me in this matter ; but, haying only a slender 
acquaintance with him, I would beg your lordtship to 
second my request, that the dean would please to let me 
know the practice of his cathedral, and his power in 
this point. I would likewise desire jour lordship to 
let me know how it is at Westminster, and the two- 
other cathedrals, with whose customs you may be ac- 
quainted. 

Pray, my lord, pardon this idle request from one that 
loves and esteems you, as you know I do. I once 
thought it would never be my misfortune to entertain 
you at so scurvy a rate, at least not at so great a distance^ 
or with so much constraint : 

*' Sis Felix, Dostrumqoe leves [I do not like quicunqut*] laborem j- 
** Et quo sub coclo taDdem, quibus orbis io oris 
•* Jactemur, doceas."t 

Tlic greatest felicity I now have is, that I am utterly 
ignorant of the most public events that happen in the 
world : 

*' Multa gemensj igaomiDiain plagasque,'* &c. 

I am, with the greatest respect and tnith, my lord, your 
lordship's most dutiful and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 

of Salisbury in 1705 ; died Feb. 27, 1727-8 ; and was buried under tbe 
south isle of St. PauPs cathedral, without any monument N. 

^ The qiuECunque of Virgil was more favourable to the italoQS ad- 
mirers of the memory of Queen Anne. N. 

f " But tell a stranger, long in tempests tossed, 
** V\'hat earth we tread, or who commands the coaft.** 

Dryden, JEn, i, ASI. N. 

j Thi8 phrase seems to ha^e been deeply impreved on the Desn*« 

mind. He Uiics it again, in a letter to Mr. Pope, Oct. 80, 1727; *' 1 

forgave Sir K;>l)crt a thousqnd pounds, mtUia ^emeni.** The liBO 

T^hove U from Virg. Gcorg. iii, 226. i\. 
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FROM BISHOP ATTERBURT. 

tfooD MB. DEAK, BrcmUy^ April 6, 1716. 

Mt gout kept me so long a prisoner at Westminster 
this winter, that I have fixed at Bromley this spring 
much sooner than ever I yet did, for which reason mj 
meeting with Dr. Younger will be more difficult that it 
would be, had I been still at the deanerj.f 

The best (or rather the worst) is, that I believe he 
can say nothing to you upon the matter about which 
you write, which will please you. His deanery^ is of 
the old foundation, and in all such foundations the deans 
have no extraordinary power or privilege, and are 
nothing more than residentiaries, with a peculiar corps 
belonging to them as deans ; the first of the chapter, but 
such, whose presence is not necessary toward the des> 
patch of any one capitular act, the senior reudentiary 
supplying their absence, in every case, with full authori* 
ly. Thus, I say, the case generally is in the old dean- 
eries, unless where the local statutes may have expressly 
reserved some peculiar power or privilege to the deans 
of tliose churches. But none of them, I dare say, have 
a negative, either by common law, custom, or local sta* 
tute. Thus much to show you, that a nice search into 
the peculiar rights of the Dean of Saium will be need- 
less, if not mischievous to you. The three deaneries 
which I have bad, are all of the new foundation, by 
Henry YIII. or Queen Elizabeth. In the charters of 

* Bromley in Kent, where the bishops of Rochester have an episco- 
pal palace. H. 

f Of Wefltmioster, which has Kng been connected with the Bi^opriq 
of Rochester. H. 

t Of Salisbory. X 
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all there is a clause, empowering the dean to make, pun- 
ish, and unmake all the officers. In the statutes of one 
of them (Carlisle) the dean's consent, in all the graviorcs 
causcCi is made expressly necessary, and in the other tiiro 
nothing from the foundation of those churches ever pass- 
ed the seal without the dean's sigtUelur first written on 
the lease, patent, presentation, &c. which is a manifest 
and uncontested proof of his negative. As to ihe power 
of proposing, that I apprehend not to be exclusive to the 
other members of chapters. It is a point chiefly of de- 
cency and convenience ; the dean being the principal 
person, and supposed best to be acquainted with the 
affairs of the church, and in what order they are fittest 
to be transacted. But if any one else of the body will 
propose any thing, and the rest of the chapter will de- 
bate it, I see not how the dean can hinder them, unless 
it be by leaving the chapter ; and that itself will be of 
no moment in churches, where his absence does not 
break up and dissolve the chapter; as it does, where his 
consent to any tliiiig there treated of is expressly requir- 
ed before it can pass into an act. Where, indeed, he is 
allowed such a negative, he is generally allowed to make 
all proposals ; because it would be to no purpose for any 
one to make a proposition which he can quash by a 
dissent : but this is not, I say, a matter of right, but pru- 
deace. 

Upon the whole, the best advice I can give you, is, 
whatever your po\) ers are by statute or usage, not to in- 
sist on them too strictly in either of the cases mentioned 
by you, unless you are very sure of ihe favoiur and coun- 
tenance of your visitor. The lawyers, you will find, 
whenever such points come before them for a decision, 
arc very apt to disre^r^'^rd statutes and custom in such 
cases ; and tc say that ihcir books make tl^c act of the 
majority of the corporation the legal act of the body. 
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-witliout eoosideriug whether the deao be arooii|^ the 
iniDority or Dot. And therefore jour utmost dexterity 
and address will be uecessary, in order to preveut such 
a trial of your right at common law ; which, it is ten to 
ene (especially as things now stand) will go against you. 
If the refractoiy part of your chapter are stout, and men 
of any sense, or supiK>rted underhand, (the last of these 
18 highly probable) you had better make use of expedi- 
ents to decline the difficulty, than bring it at present to 
a decision. These are the best lights, and this the best 
advice I can give you, after a long experience of the 
natural consequence of sue!) struggles, and a careful 
search into the foundation of the powers and privileges 
claimed and disputed on the one side and the other. I 
H'ish I could say any thing more to your satisfaction, 
but I cannot ; and I tliink, in all such cases, the best in- 
stance I can give you of my friendship, is not to deceive 
you. 

There is a stat||e in the latter end of King Henry 
the cighth^s reign worthy of your perusal. The title of 
it relates to the leases of hospitals, <lx. and the tenour 
of it did, in my apprehension, seem always to imply, 
that, without the dean, master, &c. nothing could be 
legally done by the corporation. But the lawyers 
will not allow this to be good doctrine, and say, that 
statute (notwithstanding a constant phrase of it) deter- 
mines nothing of this kind, and, at the most, implies it 
only as to such deaneries, &c. where the dean, master, 
&c. have the right of a negative, by statute or usage. 
And few lawyers there are, who will allow even thus 
much. I cannot exphiu myself farther on that head ; 
but, when you peruse the statute, you will see what I 
mean ; though, after all, it does not, I believe, include 
Ireland. However, I look upon it as a declaration of 
the common law here in England, 
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I am sorry, you have any occasion to write to me on 
these heads, and much sorrier that I am not able to give 
you any tolerable account of them. God forgive those 
who have furnished me with this knowledge, by involv- 
ing me designedly into those squabbles. I thank Go^ 
I have forgiven them. 

I will enter into nothing but the inquiries of your let* 
ter, and therefore add not a word more, either in Eng- 
lish or Latin, but that I am, witli great esteem, good 
Mr. Dean, 

Your very affectionate humble servant, 

FR. ROFFEN. 



TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 

M V LORD, April 18, 1716. 

I AM extremely obliged to youi* lodship for the trou- 
ble you have given yourself in answering at length a 
very insignificant letter. I shall entirely follow your 
lordship's advice to the best of my skill. Your conjee* 
tures from whence my difficulties take their rise are 
perfectly true. It is all party. But tlie right u cer- 
tainly on my side, if there be any thing in constant im- 
meiTioriHl custom. Besides, though the first scheme of 
this cathedral was brought from Sarum, yet, by several 
subsequent grants, from popes, kings, archbishops, and 
acts of parliament, tlie dean has great prerogatives. He 
visits the chapter as ordinary, and the archbishop only 
visits by the dean. The dean can suspend and sequel 
ter any member, and punishes all crimes except heresy, 
and one or two more reserved for the archbishop. No 
lease can be let without him. He holds a court leet in 
his district, and is exempt from the lord mayor, &c# 
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No chapter can be called but by him, and he disBolFea 
them at pleasore. He disposes absolutely of the petty 
canons and Tican choral places. All the dignitaries, 
&e. swear canonical obedience to him. These circum- 
stances put together, I presume, may alter the case in 
your lordship^s judgment However, I shall, as your 
lordship directs me, do my utmost to divert this con- 
troversy as much as I can. I must add one thing, that 
no dignitary can preside without a power from the dean, 
wbo^ in his absence, makes a subdean, and limits him as 
he pleases. And so much for deaneries, which I hope 
I shall never trouble your lordship with again. 

I semi this enclosed, and without superBcriptioo, to be 
sent OT delivered to yon by a famous friend of mine, and 
devoted servant of your lordship's. 

I congratulate with England for joining with us here 
in the fellowship of slavery. It is not so terrible a thing 
as you imagine ; ve have long lived under it ; and wheo- 
erer you are disposed to know how you ought to be- 
have yourselves in your new condition, you need go no 
Anther than me for a director. But, because we are re- 
solved to go beyond jou, we have transmitted a bill to 
England, to be returned here, giving the government and 
siK of the council power for three years to imprison 
whom they please for three months, without any trial or 
examination ; and I expect to be among the first of those 
upon whom thb law will be executed. We have also 
outdone you in the business of Ben Hoadly ; and have 
lecommeuded to a bishoprick one* whom you would not 
allow a curate in the smallest of your parishes. Does 
your lordship know that, as much as I have been used 
to lies in £liigland, I am under a thousand uneasinesses 
about some reports relating to a persont that you and I 

« Dr. Chalks Carr, biriiop ofKlDaloe. N. 
f From the fallowing note the person alluded to appears to be 
Lord Boliogbroke. N. 
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love very well ? I have writ to a lady* upon that sub- 
ject, and am impatient for an answer. I am gathering 
up a thousand pounds, and intend to finish my life upou 
tlie inters St of it in Wales. 

God Almighty preserve your lordship miseris sue- 
currere rebus, whether you iniderstand or relish Latin 
or no. But it is a «rcat deal your fault if you sulTer us 
all to be undone ; for God never gave such talents witlh 
out expecting they should be used to preserve a nation. 
There is a doctorf in your neighbourhood to whom I 
am a very humble servant. I am, with great respect, 
your lordship's most dutiful, dx. 

J. SWIFT, 

Some persons go tliis summer for England ; and if 
Dr. Younger be talked with, I hope you will so order 
it that it may not be to my disadvantage.:^ 



FROM LADY BOLINGBROKE.} 

XR. DEAN, Jjondon, May 5, 1 7 1 0. 

Your latter came in very good time to mc, when I 
was full of vexation and trouble, which all vanishes, 
finding that you were so good to remember me under 
my afilictions, which have been not greater than you can 
think, but much greater than I can express. I am now 
in town ; business called me hither ; and when thai ib 

'*' Lady Boliagbroke. See her answer, dated Aug. 4, 1716. N. 

t Dr. R. Freind. N. 

\ This seeinfl to imply a wish in Swift to exchange his deanery of 
St. Patricks Tor that of Sarum. N. 

( Daughtrr and coheiress of Sir Henry Winchcomb, of Bookie* 
K'ly, Berks, Bart. Mr. St. John married this lady in 1700. N. 
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finished I diail retire with more comfort than I caipe. 
Do not forsake an old friend, nor believe reports which 
are scandalous and false. Ton are pleased to inquire 
after my health ; I can give joa no good account of it 
at present ; but that countiy, whither I shall go next 
week, will, I hope, set me up. As to my temper, if it 
is pos«ble, I am more insipid and dull than ever, except 
in some places, and there I am a little fury, especially 
if they dare mention my dear lord without respect, 
which sometimes happens ; for good manners and rela- 
tionship are laid aside in this town ; it is not hard for 
yott to guess whom I mean. I have not yet seen her 
grace,* but design it in a day or two : we have kept a 
constant correspondence ever since our m'sforiuoes, and 
her grace is pleased to call me «ster. There is nobody 
in the world has a truer respect and value for her than 
myself. I send this to my friend John, and b^ you, 
when you do me the favour of an answer, to send it 
to him, who will take care to convey it to me in the 
country ; for your letter lay a long while before it came 
to my hands. I beg you to look witli a friendly eye 
upon all ray faults and blots in this letter, and that you 
will believe me what I really am> your most faithful 
humble servant, 

F. B. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

2tfT LOBD, GaUstomiy June 17, 1716. 

I HAVB an account by this post that your grace in- 
tends in two or three days to go for England. I heartily 

* Tbe Dachm of Ormoid. S. 
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irisli 70U a good voyage, and a speedy return, ivilh a 
perfect recovery of your health, and success in all your 
uDdertakings for the service of the chiu'ch. I lately 
applied myself to some persons who I thought had credit 
with your grace, tliat they would prevail on you to con- 
sent that Mr. Dopping should have St. Nicholas, and 
that Mr. Chamberlain, upon surrendering a sinecure 
(fallen by the late promotion) to Mr. Wall, might suc- 
ceed to St Luke's ; and having heard your grace was 
not disinclined to this scheme, I thought you had au- 
thority enough to make it go down with Mr. Chamber- 
lain, who would be a gainer by the exchange, and, having 
already a plentiful fortune, would have as good an op- 
portunity of showing his abilities in one parish as in the 
other. I sliould add my humble entreaties to your grace 
to cniisont to this proposal, if I had not so many reasons 
to aj)prcliend that it would succeed just so much the 
worse for my solicitation. J confess, every friend I 
have, discovered long before myself, that I had wholly 
lost your grace's favour, and this to a degree that all 
whom I was disposed to serve wore sure to thrive the 
w orsc for my friendship to them ; particularly, I have 
been assured tliat Mr. Wall would not have failed of 
the prebend of Malahiddart, if he had not been thought 
too much attached to mo ; fur it is alleged, that accord- 
ing to your grace's own scheme of uniting the prebends 
to the \ icarages, it would almost have fallen to him of 
course ; and I remember the poor gentleman had al- 
ways a remote hope of tliat prebend whenever Dr. 
iMoor should quit it. Mr. Wall came lately down to 
nie to Trim upon tliat di»<appoii)tment, and I was so free 
as to nsk him, whether he thought my friendship had 
done him hurt; but he was eithrr so meek, or so fear- 
ful of otrcndinj^, tlmt he would by no means impute his 
niisforluue to i\ny thing btside his want of merit, and 
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ssomc misrepresentatioDs ; vhich latter I must confess to 
have found with grief, to have more than once hiflu- 
CBced you against some, who by theur conduct to your 
grace have deserved a quite different treatment. With 
respect to myself I can assure your grace, that those 
who are most in your confidence, make it no manner of 
secret, that several clergymen have lost your grace's 
favour by their civilities to me. I do not say any thing 
of this by way of complaint, which I look upon to be 
an office too mean for any man of spirit and integrity, 
but merely to know whether it be possible for me to be 
upon any better terms with your grace, without which I 
fihall be able to do very little good in the small station 
I am placed. The friendship I had with the late mi- 
uistry, and the trust they were pleased to repose io me, 
were chiefly applied to do all the service to the church 
that I was able. I had no ill designs, nor ever knew 
any in them. I was the continual advocate for all men 
of merit without regard of party ; for which it is known 
enough that I was sufficiently censured by some warm 
nen, and in a more particular manner for vindicating 
your grace in an affair where I thought you were mis- 
represented, and you seemed dcsuous to be set right. 
And upon the whole, this I can faithfully assure yonr 
grace, that I was looked upon as a trimmer, and ono 
that was providing against a change, for no other reason 
but defending your grace's principles in church and 
state ; which I think might pass for some kind of merit 
in one who never either had or expected any mark of 
your favour. And I cannot but think it hard, that I 
must upon all occasions be made uneasy in my station, 
have dormant prebends revived on purpose to oppose 
me, and this openly acknowledged by those who say 
they act under your grace's direction. That Instead of 
being able to do a gooil office to a deserving friend, as 
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g]I my predecessors Imvt been, it is thoUKbt a maUei' of 

'WcusBtioD for anj* one to cullivate my er<|uaiitt3nce> 

Xliis I must lliiiik to be ban] trcnintput; atiH [hough I 

^nt not Ihr co]iEeque[ic£» as far tn llicy ate inttmled 

(,,'to affect mjaelf, yet your grace may Hve to lamcot 

e which from ili*nce may happen to ihe churciL 

^'ben I WB9 first made dean, your f^race was pleaiei), 

y^ a vety cuDtlescciidiugiiiiinuer. to urite to mvthatyou 

^esiieii my fricmlsliip : I was then in the atrvice of th« 

^jgiiuistry, and llie peace nns niaiie; and if I Iiud idj 

lare io tliett ill desig^ns I was ih^it ^illty, hut 1 do not 

)w thut 1 hase ever done any thing siiicc to RvMl 

ir good opinion : I cotifi-ss ] iost many fricD'U by the 

I'^ceu'a ilaslh, but I will never ImagiiiQ your grace to 

be of the uiimbcr. 

I liave given yoitr ^ace too Uwg a trouble I hum- 
jfeiy beg jmir bleiEing, ami (tliall rcmaiii ever, with llie 
f '{realCEt truth ami respect, niy lord. 
Your grace's most duiiflit 

and niosl huiuhlfrxcrviinl, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 



PFIOM am. POPE. 



JrM«20, ITlfl. 

I CAMKOT niO^r a Mt^aA to croK the lrb>h sea*, wiilv 

II UinriDg a tMliinooy from me of llii; coriUaiit ttttem 
d BfTcctioD I ant both oblif^ed aod Incliiiwl to luvefpr 

II It better he ehoiihl tell you thun I, hpvt a(tco 
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o iil«ep km,* and drink more, vheitevcr j^ou an 
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named among us. I look upoo a friend in Ireland aii 
upon a friend in the other world, whom (popishlj speak- 
ing) I believe constantly well-disposed toward me, and 
Teady to do me all the good he can, in that state of sc- 
paration, though I hear nothii^ from him, and make ad- 
dresses to him but very rarely . A protestant divine can- 
not take it amiss that I treat him in the same manner 
with my patron saint. 

I can tell you no news, but what you will not suffi- 
ciently wonder at, that I mflfer many things as an author 
militant ' whereof in your days of probation, you hav6 
been a sharer, or you had not arrived to that triumphant 
state you now deservedly enjoy in the dmrch. As for 
me, I have not the least hopes of the cardin^late, though 
I sulTer for my religion in almost every weekly paper. 
I have begun to take a pique at the psa-'ms of David, if 
the wicked may be credited, who have. printed a scan- 
dalous one^ in my namcf. This report I dare not dis- 
courage too much, in a prospect I liave at present of a 
post under the Marquis de Lang^lere4 wherein if I cati 
but do some signal service again^ the pope, I may be 
considerably advanced by the Turks, the only religious 
people I dare confide in. If it shoidd happen hereafter 
that I should write for the holy law of Maliomet, I hope 
it may make no breach beXv, een you and mh ; every one 
■Hist live, and I beg you will not be the man to manage 
the controversy against me. The church of Rome I 
judge (from many modrrrn symptoms, as well as ancient 
prophecies) to be iii a declining coodkion;? that of £ag- 

# la Cuiil'9 collection. D*. IV'arton. 

f It if obKrvable that he dotb nst deny hU being the writer af 
tibem. Dtu Wartqn. 

I One vho made a Doi«e then, at Count Boo^eral has done since. 
Da. Wamtos. 

4 These vords are remirkahle. What would he have K\id, if be 
had seen what has happened ia France tl'<^ J ? ^^ ^^^^ » iikely to 
VOL. ZVK G 
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land will in a short time be scarce able to fuaintaio hen- 
owD family ; so churches siok as geoerallj as banks in 
Europe, and for the same reason: that religion and 
trade, which at first were open and free, have been re- 
duced into the management of companies, and the roguery 
of directors. 

I do not know why I tell you all this, but that I al- 
ways loved to talk to you ,* but this is not Uie time for 
any man to talk to the purpose. Truth is a kind of con- 
traband commodity which I would not venture to export, 
and therefore the only thing tending that dangerous way 
which I shall say, is, that I am and always will be, with 
the utmost sincerity, 

Tout's, &c. 



FROM LADY BOLINGBROKE. 

DEAR SIB, London^ Aug, 4, 171§.' 

I WISH your last had found me in the country, but, to 
my mbfortune, I am still kept in town, soliciting my un- 
fortunate business. I have found great favour from his 
majesty. But form is a tedious thing to wait upon. 
Since it is my fate, I must bear it with patience, and 
perfect it, if I can; for there is nothing like following 
business one's self. I am unwilling to stir without the 
seals, which I hope to have soon. I have been veiy 
ill ; this place never agreeing with me, and less now than 
ever, it being prodigious hot weather. 
I know not what to say as to one part of youn ; only 



liappen, by the diffusion of learning and science, in all the other ca- 
tholic countries oi* Europe? inich events are stupendous ; Abu hmetinfi 
7iumine Divdmeveniunt, Dr. Wartos. 
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Ibis, that joa iriU forgive the fean of a woman, if ^e 
says she is glad it is as it is, though it has ahnost mined 
her. I hope, one time or other, his majesty will find 
my kinl has beeo mtsrepreseoted ; and, by that meaos^ 
he may be restored to his coootry ooce more with 
honour ; or else, however harsh it may soood out of my 
moath, I had rather wear bliack. These are ray real 
seotimaits. I never thought myself^ oor my health, o[ 
zay coosequence till lately ; and since you tell me it is- 
80 to the unworthy, as you please to term it, I shall take 
care of it : fo the worthy, which I once thought so, 
they are i)Md for nothing, but to neglect distressed 
friends. Those few friends I meet with now, are worth 
a thousand relations: that I found long ago. We have 
the happiness of odd, halfwitted relations, and silly, ob- 
stinate, opiniatre friends, that are a severe plague to me. 
I oerer could have the pleasure of talking one moment 
tm die Duchess of Ormond. She had always company. 
Mi Mine that I wish she had not She b now out of 
toim, and we do not correspond at present. I wish her 
an bappiuesBi and in better hands as to her business. 
Tea have a much better opioiou of me than I deserve ; 
but I will study all I can to merit that favour, which 
you are land to assure me o£ 
I wirii it were possible for us two to meet, that I might 
you, in person, that 1 am yours most faithfully. 



P. S. Yours came safe. I hope this will to you. 
There is a lady who never foigets you, and a particu- 
lar friend to me, and has been a great comfort to me 
in my tzouMe ; I mean my tenant : she is now in the 
country, to my grkf. 
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TO MR. POPE. 

August SO, 1716. 

I HAD the favour of yours by Mr. Ford, of whom, be- 
fore any other questioo relating to your health, or for> 
tune, or success as a poet, I iuquired your priuciples in 
.Uie GommoD form, '' is he a whig or a lory ?" I am sor- 
4y to find they are oot so well tallied to the present 
juncture as I could wish. I always thought the terms 
.o( facto and jure had been introduced by the poets, and 
that possession of any sort in kings was held an unex- 
ceptionable title in the court of Parnassus. If yoa do 
not grow a perfect good subject in all its present lati- 
tudes, I shall conclude you are become rich, and able to 
live without dedications to men in power, whereby one 
great inoonvenience will follow, that you and the world 
and posterity will be utterly ignorant of their virtues. 
For, either your brethren have miserably deceived us 
t1)cse hundred years past : or power confers virtue^ as 
naturally as five of your popish sacraments do grace. 
You sleep less, and drink more. But your master Ho- 
race was vini somnique benignus:^ and, as I take it, 
both are proper for your trade. As to wine, there are 
a tiiousaud poetical texts to confirm the one ; and as 
to the other,, I know it was anciently the custom to 
sleep in temples for those who would consult the oracles, 
" who dictates to me slumbering,"! &C» 

* " Indulgent to himself i:i sleep and wine.** Dr. Wartok. 

f MiltoHf Paradise Lost, book ix. verse 23. On this pamtfe Dr. 
Wartoo reinaiks, that **" this U the only ti:ne Swift eyer alliideiito 
Milton ; wIjo was of an order of writers very different fhm wbtt 
Swift admired and imitated ;" an assertion which it diajt not be in- 
proper to rontrovcrt. To p?si< over an ulIuFiou to Miltoo^ prote 
writings; he twice mrntions ** Paradise IxMt" with commcndatiHt 
but'what is iti'M more to the [Uirpose, U: (he late excellent cdjtioao!' 
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Tou are an ill catholic, or a vone geographer, for I 
can aflBore you, Ireland k not Paradise, aod I appeal 
even to aoy Spanish divine, vhether addresses were 
ever made to a friend in Hell or PUf^torj. And who 
are all those enemies yoii hint at ? I can only think of 
Curli, Gildon, 'Sqaire Burnet, BlackaH>re, and a few 
othoB, whose fame I have foi^got : tools, in mj opinion, 
as nece£^>ar7 for a good writer, as pen, ink, and paper. 
And besides, I would fain know whetlier every draper 
does not show you three or four damned pieces of stuff 
to set off bis good one ? However, I will grant that 
one thorough bookselling rogue is better qualified to vex 
an author, than all his contemporary scribblers in critic 
or satire, not only by stolen copies of what was incorrect 
or unfit for the public, but by downright lajring other 
iden's dulness at your door. I had a long design upon 
the eara of that Curll, when I was in credit ; but the 



lfiltDB*f " Poetkal Works," by the Rev. H. J. Todd, vol ii. p. 137, 
^ note is given from the margin of SwiiVs copy of ** Paradi'se LoH i" 
which having excited my curio>ity, I have been favoured with the 
fcUowing extract of a letter addref^sed to Mr. Todd from J. C. Walker, 
Esq. well known to the literary woild hy his Hi^dorical Memoir on 
ftaliaa Tragedy, and several otiier insenioii? publication!) : ** I had 
once in my po^esrion a book which nii^bt be of great u*o to yoii, a 
copy of the Paradise Lost, with margina! notes in the handwriting of 
tiw celebrated Dean Swift, for the nse of Mrs. Johnson and her friend 
'Mt%. Dingley. But this book, whicii belonged to tiie late Mr. John 
Whiteway (whose name appears in Swift's will,) is, I fear, lost ; nor 
can I find an exact transcript which I made of theK notes. It is true, 
these notes were rather explanatory than critical ; they Krved to 
justify Dr. John«on^B assertion, " that Stella had not modi litera- 
tore.** — By the remarks on Bishop Bumet*s prdace to the '^ History 
•r the Reformation ;*' on " Gibbs^s Psalms ;'« and on ** Mackay*i 
Characters ;** some idea may be formed of the value of his marginal 
■otes. And it may not be unacceptable to the curious to be informed 
tint in the library of the Marquis of Lanadown, is preserved the 
Bean's copy of Herbet's History of Henry VIU. (which, it appears in 
^6L i. be . had in 1G96-7 been reading with attention ;) and also his 
«opy U Hbtop Burnet's ** History of the Reformation.'* N. 
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irisli 70U a good voyage, and a speedy return, ivith a 
perfect recovery of your health, and success in all your 
UDdertakijigs for the service of the chiurch. I lately 
applied myself to some persons who I thought had credit 
with your grace, that they would prevail on you to con- 
sent that Mr. Dopping sliould have St. Nicholas, and 
that Mr. Chamberlain, upon surrendering a sinecure 
(fallen by the late promotion) to Mr. Wall, might suc- 
ceed to St. Luke's ; and having heard your grace was 
not disinclined to this scheme, I thought you had au- 
thority enough to make it go down with Mr. Chamber- 
lain, who wouKi be a gainer by the exchange, and, having 
already a plentiful fortune, would have as good an op- 
portunity of showing his abilities in one parish as in the 
other. I sliould add my humble entreaties to your grace 
to consent to this proposal, if I had not so many reasons 
to a])prchcnd that it- would succeed just so much the 
woi'se for my solicitation. J confess, every friend I 
have, discovered long before myself, that I had wholly 
lost your grace's favour, and this to a degree that all 
whom I was disposed to serve wore sure to thrive the 
w orse for my friendship to them ; particularly, I have 
been assured that Mr. Wall would not have failed of 
the prebend of Malahiddart, if he had not been thought 
too much attached to mo ; for it is alleged, that accord- 
ing to your grace*s own scheme of uniting the prebends 
to the \ icarages, it would almost have fHllen to him of 
course ; and I remember the poor gentleman had al- 
ways a remote hope of that prebend whenever Dr. 
INIoor should quit it. Mr. Wall came lately down to 
nie to Trim upon tiiat ditiappoiutmeot, and I was so free 
as to ask him, wholher he thougiit my friendship had 
done him hurt; but he vras either so meek, or so fear- 
ful of otFcndin^, thiit be ii ould by r.o means impute his 
misrorluue to any thing beside his want of merit, and 
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some misrepresentatioDs ; -which latter I must confefls to 
have found with grie( to have more than oace uiflu- 
enced you against some, who by their conduct to your 
grace hare deserved a quite different treatment. With 
respect to myself I can assure your grace, that those 
who are most in your confidence, make it no manner of 
secret, that several clergymen have lost your grace's 
favour by their civilities to me. I do not say any thing 
of this by way of complaint, which I look upon to be 
an office too mean for any man of spirit and integrity, 
but merely to know whether it be possible for me to be 
upon any better terms with your grace, without which I 
shall be able to do very little good in the small station 
I am placed. The friendship I had with the late mi- 
nistry^ and the trust they were pleased to repose in me, 
were chiefly applied to do all the service to tlie church 
that I was able. I had no ill designs, nor ever knew 
any in them. I was the continual advocate for all men 
of merit without regai-d of party ; for which it is known 
enough that I was sufficiently censured by some warm 
men, and in a more particular manner for vindicating 
your grace in an affair where I thought you were mis- 
represented, and you seemed desirous to be set right. 
And upon the whole, this I can faithfully assure your 
grace, that I was looked upon as a trimmer, and one 
that was providing against a change, for no otiier reason 
but defending your grace's principles in church and 
state ; which I think might pass for some kind of merit 
in one who never either had or expected any mark of 
your favour. And I cannot but think it hard, that I 
must upon all occasions be made uneasy- in my station, 
have dormant prebends revived on purpose to oppose 
me, and this openly acknowledged by tliose who say 
they act under your grace's direction. That Instead of 
being able to do a good office to a deserving friend, as 
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ell my predeceewTs liave been, il la lliougbt ti mailer of 
•ccusation for an^ one In cultlvalc my BcqUBlulance. 
Siih I niual think to be hnnl trcnifneut. ami (hoiigb I 
■ regar-l noi (he cotisequciiu-s as fur lu llity iive itiKraled 
ta aOTcci mj-self, yet your giaco may lire to InnifDi 
- those which from thciicc may happen to the church. 
When 1 was fuEt maflo dean, j-our Riace was pleSMd, 
iu a very coiuiescendiug iTjaiiuer. n> wrfie m rot that you 
-jdcsiied my frietidshrp : 1 was then in lite srrvlce 9f tha 
Oltuislr^-, aud tlie peace was made; and If I liHii auy 
e1i)ire m llieii' ill designs I «bg Ihpu guilty, but I do not 
ItDoiv th»t I have ever doiic any thing since to fiirfeit 
your good bptuioD : I coiifAni I Itwl many ftieiuh by tllG 
quwu's death, but I witi never iaiHgiiii; yotir grwe (o 
be of the Dtimber. 

1 have ^Ivca your lO'iee too Icng & trouble. I tMtiD> 
. 'i>'7 ^ )'<'<"' bleKlng, and shall rcniain ev«r, irilli Urn 
greatest truth and reE}iPCl, my lord, 
Vuur grace 'a niogt dutiful 

mid mast huadiie acrvant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 



I'llOM JIR. POPE. 



4 



I ciNNOT suffer a frieod lo cross (be Ukb atat, irilti- 
-«ut bearing n testimony from me of the c«iBtatit niecfll 
tjid niraxihiu I am hoili obliged and iiidipol to bave hr 
you. It U betlnr h<: ehcnild tell you lliaa I. box ntUe 
you an: b our iluiighia and In our ciipt, am) liy« t 
jarn to alecp lc«»,* end dvhik more, whei)«veffatl.|l« , 
* Alludinc to hi) coortiBl cuiton of >k«^i)£ >nu 
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Bamed uaaog os. T kwk npoo a friend io Iretaod ai 
upoo a bitad in tlie other vorid, vhom (popisblj speak- 
ing) I believe constantly vell-dispoied tovard ne, and 
readv to do me all tbe good he can, in that state of se- 
paration, thongh I bear nothing fron him, and make ad- 
dresses to him bat Tcrj rarelj . A protestant dirine can- 
not take it amtas that I treat him in the same mamier 
vith mj patron saint. 

I can ten you no news, bat vhat yoo will not fofi- 
cientl J wonder at, tha: I guHer many things as an author 
molitaut - vboeof in your days of probation, yoo have 
been a diaicr, or you had not arriTed to that tiimnphant 
stale you now deservedly enjoy in the church. As for 
■e; I have not the least hopes ci tiie cardin^lale, thou^ 
I 8u2er ibr my rclls^ica in aloiofit crtry weekly paper. 
I hare begun to take a picpie at the ps^-'ms of David, if 
tbe wicked may be credited, who have printed a scan- 
dalons one* in my namef. This repoit I dare not di»> 
caunge too much, in a prospect I have at present of a 
port under the Marquis de Langallere,:^ wherein if I caii 
but do some signal service i^in^ the pope, I may be 
considerably advanced by tbe Turks, the only religioas 
people I dare confide in. If it should happen hereafter 
that I should write for tlie holy law of Mahomet, I hope 
it may make no breach bet« een you and rat ; every one 
■Ht live, and I beg you will not be the man to manage 
the cqn tr ov€T v»\ against me. Tbe church of Rome I 
jadlge (from many morkrn symptoms^ as well as ancient 
prophecies} to be iii a declinici^ condition ;$ that of £iig- 

# bGxrC^coilectiM. lU. VCact<»(. 

fUm «b0crrmUe Hat he datb nX 6eay Hi bci>ss ikt vritcrcf 

t Oae vho made a aotie tkca, as Cooot Benvcval bas decc aace. 

I TWae vordf are rmirluWe. Wbat voolJ be hare Ktid, if he 
M «A what baj iuf pcacd ia Frasce tJ794l ? aad vfca: k >ikely to 
TOL. ZVI* C 
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land will in a short time be scarce able to niaintaio bei- 
owD familj ; so churches siok as geoerallj as banks in 
Europe, and for the same reason: that religion and 
trade, ii'hich at first urere open and free, have been re- 
duced into the management of companies, and the roguery 
of directors. 

I do not know why I tell jou all this, but that I al- 
ways loved to talk to you ; but this is not tlie time for 
any man to talk to the purpose. Truth is a kind of con- 
traband commodity which I would not venture to export, 
and therefore the only thing tending that dangerous way 
which I shall say, is, that I am and always will be, with 
the utmost sincerity, 

Yours, &Ci 



FROM LADY BOLINGBROKE. 

PSAR 81B, London, Aug. 4, 171d.' 

I WISH your last had found me in the country, but, to 
my misfortune, I am still kept in town, soliciting my un- 
fortunate business. I have found great favour from hb 
majesty. But form is a tedious thing to wait upon. 
Since it is my fate, I must bear it with patience, and 
perfect it, if I can; for there is nothing like following 
business one^s self. I am unwilling to stir without the 
seals, which I hope to have soon. I have been very 
ill ; this place never agreeing with me, and less now than 
ever, it being prodigious hot weather. 
I know not what to say as to one part of yours ; only 



liappen, by the diffusion of learning and science, in all the other ca- 
tholic countries of Europe? inich events are stupendous } Aon Accntu 
7iumuie DivUmevcniunt, Dr. Warton. 
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Uiis, thai 70U irill forgive the fears of a woman, if she 
says she s ^ad it is as it is, though it has almost mined 
her. I hope, ooe time or other, his majesty will find 
my lord has beeo misrepresented ; and, by that means, 
he may be restored to his country once more with 
honour ; or else, however hai-sh it may sound out of my 
mouth, I had rather wear black. These are my real 
sentimaits. I never thought myself, nor my health, of 
any consequence till lately ; and since yoii tell me it is* 
so to the unworthy, as you please to term it, I shall take 
care of it : for the worthy, which I once thought so, 
they are good for notliiiig, but to neglect distressed 
friends. Those few friends I meet with now, ai'e worth 
a thousand relations: that I found long ago. We have 
the happiness of odd, half-witted relations, and silly, ob- 
stinate, opiniatre friends, that are a severe plague to me. 
I never could have the pleasure of talking one moment 
U> fbe Duchess of Ormond. She had always company, 
ladfoiiie that I wish she had not. She is now out of 
town, and we do not correspond at present. I wish her 
aB happiness, and in better hands as to her business. 
You have a much better opinion of me than I deserve ; 
but I will study all I can to merit that favour, which 
yoa are kind to assure me of. 
I wish it were possible for us two to meet, that I mi^ht 
you, in person, that I am yours most .faithfully. 



P. S. Yours came safe. I hope this will to you. 
There is a lady who never forgets you, and a particu- 
lar finend to me, and has been a great comfort to me 
in my trouble ; I mean my tenant : she is now in the 
country, to my grief. 
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TO MR. POPE. 

August SO^ nML 

I HAD the favour of yours by Mr. Ford, of whom, be- 
fore any other question relating to your health, or for- 
tune, or success as a poet, I inquired your principles io 
.tlie common form, *' is he a whig or a tor}' ?" I am sor- 
^ to find they are not so well tallied to the present 
juncture as I could wish. I always thought the terms 
.of facto and jure had been introduced by the poets, and 
that possession, of any sort in kings was held an unex- 
ceptionable title in the court of Parnassus. If you do 
not grow a perfect good subject in all its present lati- 
tudes, I shall conclude you are become rich, and able to 
live without dedications to men in power, whereby one 
great ingonvenience will follow, that you and the world 
and posterity will be utterly ignorant of their virtues* 
For, either your brethren have miserably deceived us 
these hundred years past : or power confers virtue^ as 
naturally as five of your popish sacraments do grace. 
Tou sleep less, and driirk more. But your master Ho- 
race was vini somnique hemgnus:^ and, as I take it, 
both are proper for your trade. As to wine, there arc 
a thousand poetical texts to confirm the one ; and as 
to the other,, I know it was anciently the custom to 
sleep in temples for those who would consult the oracles, 
" ¥ ho dictates to me slumbcriug,"t &^. 

* " Indulgent to himself in sleep and Hinc.*' Dr. Waktok. 

f Milton, Paradise Loitt, book ix. verse 23. On this patnse Dr. 
Warton reinaiks, tiiat ** this h the only ti:ne Swift ever allude* to 
Milton ; wiio was of an order of writers very diflS>rent fhim wlitt 
Swift admired and imitated ;** an assertion which it' may not be in- 
pro;ier to roiitrovcrt. lo pass over an ulluFiou to MiltoQ*b prate 
writings; he twice mentions ** Psradise Loift'* with conimendatifliff 
but what is ttill more to the piirpose, ii: (he late csceUeot cditioBOi' 
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You are ao ill catholic, or a wone geographer, for I 
can assare 7011, Irelaod is not Paradise, aod I appeal 
€ven to any Spanish divine, whether addresses were 
ever made to a friend in Hell or Pnrgatorj. And who 
are all those enemies yoii hint at ? I can only think of 
Curll, Gildon, 'Sqaire Burnet, Blackmore, and a few 
others, whose fame I have forgot : tools, in my opinion, 
as nece&r^acy for a good writer, as pen, ink, and paper. 
And besides, I would fain knc^w whetlier every draper 
does not show you three or four damned pieces of stuff 
to set off his good one ? However, I will grant that 
one thorough bookselling rogue is better qualified to vex 
an author, than all his contemporary scribblers in critic 
or satire, not only by stolen copies of what was incorrect 
or unfit for the public, but by downright laying other 
meb*8 dulness at your door. I had a long design upon 
the. eaiB of that Curll, when I was in credit; but the 



imtoo's " Poetical Works," by the R«v. H. J. Todd, vol. ii. p. 137, 
ft note 18 given from the margin of SwiiVs copy of ** Paradise Lo.^t ;" 
whidi having excited my ciirio>iiy, I have been favoured with the 
JbWowingextractof a letter addressed to Mr. Todd from J. C. Walker, 
Esq. well known to the literary world by his Historical Memoir on 
ItaUao Tragedy, and ^veral otiier inscenioiis publications : " ( had 
once in my possession a book which might be of great use to you, a 
tojpy of the Paradise Lost, with margina! notes in the handwriting Of 
tiie celebrated Dean Swift, for the use of Mrs. Johnson and her friend 
'Mrs. Dingley. But tliis book, which belonged to Uie late Mr. John 
Whiteway (whose name appears in Swift*s will,) is, I fear, lost ; nor 
can 1 find an exact transcript which I made of these notes. It is true, 
these notes were rather explanatory than critical ; they Krved to 
justify Dr. John^n's assertion, " that Stella had not much litera- 
ture." — By the remarks on Bishop Burnet's preface to the *^ History 
•r the Reformation ;*' on '* Gibbs's Psalms ;'* and on ** Mackay*s 
€%aracters ;** some idea may be formed of the value of his marginal 
■oCes. And it may not be unacceptable to the curious to be informed 
tint in the library of the Marquis of Lanadown, is preserved the 
Dean^s copy of Herbet's History of Henry Vlll. (which, it appears in 
^qI. i be. bad in 1696-7 been reading with attention ;) and also bis 
wpy €i Wbaip Bumet*s ** History of the Reformation.** N. 
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rogue would never allow me a fair stroke at tbem, at 
though my penknife was ready drawn and sharp. I can 
hardly believe the relation of his being poisoned, al- 
though the historian pretends to have been an eyewitp 
ness : but I beg pardon, sack might do it, although rats* 
bane would not. I never saw the thing you mention as 
falsely imputed to you ; i)ut I think the frolicks of meny 
hours, even Avhcu we are guilty, should not be kit to the 
mercy of our best friends, until Curll and bis resemUers 
are hanged. 

With submission to the better judgment of you and 
your friends, I take your project of an employment un- 
der the Turks to be idle and unnecessary. Have a lit- 
tle patience, and you will find more mei-it and eocoor- 
agemcnt at home, by the same methods* You are nil* 
«;ratcTul to your countiy ; quit but your own religioh, 
and ridicule ours, and that will allow you a free choice 
Tor any other, or for none at all, and pay you well inta 
the bargain. Therefore, pray do not run and disgrace 
us among the Turks, by telling them you were forced ta 
leave your native home, because we would oblige yoa 
to be a christian ; whereas we will make it appear to 
all the world, that we only compelled you to be A 
whig. 

There is a young ingenious quaker in this town who 
writes verses to his mistress, not very correct, but in a 
strain purely what a poetical quakjcr should do, com- 
mending her look and habit, «&c. It gave me a hiot 
that a set of quaker pastorals might succeed, if our 
inend Gay* could fancy it, and I think it a fruitful sub- 
ject ; pray hear what he says. I believe farther, the 
pastoral ridicule is not exhausted ; and that a porter, 
footman, or chairman's pastoral might do welK Or what 

* Gay did write a pastoral of thiy kind, which ia publiihcd iu bU 
W9rks. WAftivarorf. 
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thiDk you of a Nenrgate pastoral, among the irhores and 
thieves there ?* 

Lastly, to conclude, I love jou never the worse for 
seldom writing to you. I am in an obscure scene, where 
jou know neither thing nor person. I can only answer 
yours, which I promise to do after a sort whenever you 
tiiink fit to employ me. But I can assure you, the scene 
and the times have depressed me wonderfully, for I will 
impute no defect to those two paltry years which have 
slipped by since I had the happiness to see you. I am, 
with the truest esteem, 

Yours, &c. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

SIB, September 1 4, 1 7 1 6. 

I HAD the ill fortune to miss of that letter you up* 
braid me with. I had deserved any reproaches you 
CQold make roe, if it had come to my hands, and I not 
made' due acknowledgments for your inquiries after me. 
I will make you wish you had not been iso angry witli 
me ; for I will scrawl out myself, what you would rather 
Betty or my maid had, for they would have made 
shorter work of it ; but I will answer every part of 
yoars, that you obliged me with by Mr. Ford. 

First, as to the lady you mention, the reason I had not 
seen her in a great while was, my being in the country. 
Tatell you the truth, I believe her husband has been a 
better courtier, than either she, or any of her sex could 
be ; because men have it in their power to serve, and I 
believe hers has effectually done what lay in him. 

• Swift himself wrote one of this k iod, " Dermot and Sbeelah." 
Wakblbtoic, 
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You kiodlj ask how my affairs go. There is yet n^ 
end of them, and God ontj knows when there will be. 
For when ever}' thing was thought done, a sudden blast 
has blown all liopes awaj, and thca they give mc fresii 
expectations. In the mean time J am forced to live up- 
on the borrow ; my goods all taken aw<iy ; that I shall 
not have so much as a bed to lie upon, but what I must 
buy ; and no money of my own to do that with; so that 
you may imagiue mc in a cheerful way. I pray Go<i 
support me. 

The gentleman you inquired after is very veU uow. 
The illtirss you hoard he had, he has been subject to a 
good while. What you desire, 1 wish Mere in the power 
ef either his brotlicr or me ; but all will go from both 
of us of every kind. Only they say, that the clothes 
upon my back I may perhaps call my own, and that's 
all. I was obliged to leave the country. I was so ill 
Ihere, that if I had not come to the physicians, I cannot 
tell what might have happened. My daughter is your 
most humble servant, and is pretty well ia healtli. 

Am not I one of my word, and troubled you tvice ai. 
long as you would have wished ? But you will find bj 
this, that a woman's pen should no more be set at work 
than her tongue ; for she never knows when to let either 
of them rest. But my paper puts me in mind, that I 
have but just room to tell you, I wish much to see you 
here, if it could be with your satisfaction ; and that I 
' am> with great sincerity, sir. 

Your faithful humble servant, 

01 ORSIONa 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE.* 

October 2Z,\'}d. 

It is a very great truth, that, among all the losses which 
I have sustadned, dodc affected roe more seosibly thaa 
that of jour company and correspondence : and yet, even 
now, I should not venture to write to jou, did not you 
provoke me to it. A commerce of letters between two 
men, who are out of the world, and who do not care one 
farthing to return into it again, must be of little moment 
to the state ; and yet I remember enough of that world, 
to know, that the most innocent things become criminal 
in some men, as the most criminal pass applauded in 
others. 

Your letter breathes the same spirit as jour conversa- 
tion at all times inspired, even when the occasions of 
practising the severest rules of virtuous fortitude seemed 
most remote ; if such occasions could ever seem remote 
to men, who are under the direction of your able and 
honest friend Sir Roger. f 

To write about myself is no agreeable task, but your- 
ccMDmands are sufficient at once to determine and cxcnse 
me. Know therefore, that my health is far better than 
it has been a great while; that the money which 1 
brought over with me will hold out some time longer; 
aiod that I have secured a small fund, which will yield 
in any part of tlie world a revenue sufficient for one, qui 
peui se retrancher mime avec plcdsir dans la m€diocriU, 
I use a French expression, because I have not cue, that 
pleases me, ready in English. During several months 

* E^orsed, " The Squire.— Received Nor. 7, 1716." N. 

t Sir Roger is the name given to Lord Treasurer Oxford, in the 
hiitory of John Bull. As Boliogbroke is known to have hated aad 
despised the treasurer, the words ahU and htwst must be taken irocl- 
caDj H. 

G 2 
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after mj leaving that obscure retreat, into nrhich I had 
thrown myself last jew, I went through all the mortify- 
ing circumstances imaginable. At present I enjoj, as far 
as I consider myself, great complacency of mind ; bu€ 
this inward satisfaction is embittered, when I consider the 
condition of my friends. They are got into a dark hole, 
where they grope about after blind guides ; stumble from 
mistake to mistake ; jostle against one another, and dash 
Uieir heads against the wall; and all this to no purpose. 
For assure yourself that there is no returning to light; no 
going out, but by going back. My style is mystick, but 
it is your trade to deal in mysteries, and therefore I add 
neither comment nor excuse. You will understand me ; 
and I conjure you to be persuaded, that if I could have 
half an hour's conversation with you, for which I would 
barter whole hours of life, you would staie,' haul your 
wig, and bite paper, more than ever you did in your 

life.* Adieu, dear friend, may the kindest influence of 

» 

Heaven be shed upon you. Whether we may ever meet 
again, that Heaven only knows ; if we do, what milliona 
of things shall we have to talk over ! In the mean while 
believe that nothing sits so near my heart as my countij 
and my friends; and that among these you ever had» 
and evec«hall have, a principal place. 

If you write to me, direct ^'d Monsieur Cbatloty duat 
Honsieur Cantillon, banqukr^ rue de VArbre se^J^f 
Once more adieu* 

"-' This 18 a stroQg picture of Sirift^B manner. I& 
i In Paris. H. 
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FROM CHARLES FORD, ESCl. 

SIR, Paris, Oct. 2Sy Mid. 

If I was to see you agaio, you would give twice as 
much as you offered ax weeks ago^ not to have seen me. 
By the same rule, you might aflRird tometblng not to hear 
from me ; but the inclosed* came this morning to me, 
and Icould not send it away, without adding a few lines 
in the cover. They are not to put you again into the 
spleen, but only to ask how you do, and how you em- 
ploy yourself ? Do the great designs go on at Laracor ? 
Or have the rains put a stop to your improvements, as 
well ds to my journey ? It will cost you but a penny, 
and a few minutes to answer these questions ; and iu re- 
turn you shall know any thing you desire to know of me 
in my travels. I shall go on as soon as we have five or 
ax days sunshine to dry the roads, and make the finest 
country in the world supportable. I am laughed at 
here, when I talk of travelling, and yet of waiting for 
fair weather; but to me the journey is the greatest part 
of the pleasure. And whereas my companion is conti- 
nually wishing himself at Rome, I wish Rome was a 
thousand leagues farther, that I might have move. vfBf 
to pass in France and Italy. 

If you will do me the favour to write to me, direct to 
be left with Mr. Cantiilou, banker in Paris* 

I am, &c. 



4 The pceeediog lett^ of Lord BoliDgbroke. 19. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

UR LORD, DttbUn^ Nov. 1 3, 1 7 1 6. 

'if The reason I uever gave your grace the trouble of a 
letter, wa», because it could ooly be a trouble, without 
either eDtertQiDDient or use, for I am so much out, even 
of tlib Uttle world, that I know not the commonest oc- 
currences in it; neither do I now write to jour grace 
upon any sort of business, for I have nothing, to ask but 
your blessing and favourable thoughts f only I conceiv- 
ed it ought not to be said, that your grace was several 
roontlis absent in England, without one letter from the 
dean to pay his respects* My schemes are all circum- 
scribed by the cathedral, and the liberties about it;: 
where nothing of moment happened since your grace 
left it, except the election of Mr. Chamberlain to St. 
IN'icholaa^ which passed quietly while I was abaeot ia 
the country. I am purchasing a glebe, by tlie help of 
the trustees, for tlie vicarage of Xjaracor ; and I have 
vaHity enough to desire it might be expressed by a clause 
in the deeds, as one consideration, that I had been iostrUf 
mental in procuring the first-fruits ; which was accor* 
dingly inserted ; but hints-were given it would not pass. 
Then the Bishops of Ossory and Killaloe had, as I am 
ttld, a sum- of money for their labour in that affair ; who, 
upon my arrival at Londoa to negotiate it, were one of 
them gone to Bath, and the other to Irebuid : but it 
seems moi*e reasonable to give bishops money for doing 
nothing, than a private gentleman thanks for aucceedii^ 

Vhere bishops have failed. I am only sony I waa not 
a bishop, that I might at least have got money. Tb« 
tory clergy here seem ready for convemon^ provoked 
by a parcel of obscure zealots in London, who, as we 
hear, are setting up a new church of England by tbem^ 
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selves. B7 our intelligence, it seems to be a complicar 
tion of as much follj, madness, hypocrisy, and mistake, 
as ever was offered to the world. If it be understood so 
on jonr side, I cannot but think there would be a great 
opportunity of regaining the body of the clergy to the 
interest of the court ; who, if they were persuaded by a 
few good words to throw off their fears, could never 
think of the pretender jrithbut horror; under whom it 
is obvious that those refiners would have the greatest 
credit, and consequently every thing be null since the 
time of the revolution, and more havock made in a few 
nionths, than the most desponding among the torles can 
justly apprehend from the present management in as many 
years. These at least are, as I am told, the thoughts 
and reasonings of the high cimrch people among us.: but 
whether a court, in the midst of strength and security, 
will conceive it worth their wbHe to cultivate the dispo- 
ritions of people in the dust, is out of my reach. - 

The bishop of Dromore has never been ia town since 
he. went to his diocese, nor does he say any thing of 
coming up. He is in good health. 

I was told a week or two ago. a confused story of the 
anatomy lecturer at the college turned out by the pro- 
TOSt,"**" and another put in his place. I know not the 
particulars ; but am assured he is blamed for it both by 
the prince and your grace. I take the provost to be a 
▼ery honest gentleman, perfectly good natured, and the 
ieast inclined -to speak ill of others of almost any person 
I have known. He has very good intentions; but the 
defect seems to be, that his views are short, various, and 
audden; and I have reason to think, he hardly ever 
makes use of anj other counsellor than himself. I talk- 
ed to him of this matter since it was done, and I think 

^I>r.Pratt» afterward dean ofPowa. $» , 
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his answers satisfied me ; but I am ao ill retainer of facts 
wherein I have no concern : my humble opinion is, that 
it would be much to his own ease, and of theirs who dis- 
like him, if he were put into another station ; and if you 
will not afford him a bishopric, that you will let him 
succeed some rich country dean, I dare be confident 
that the provost had no other end in changing that lee- 
turer, than a design of improving anatomy as far as he 
could ; for he would never have made such a step as 
choosing the prince chancellor, but from a resolution of 
keeping as fair as he possibly could with the present 
powers, in regard both to his ease and hb interest ; and 
in hopes of changing a post, wherein, to say the truth, he 
has been used by judges and governors like any dog, and 
has suffered more by it in his health and honour, than I, 
with his patrimonial estate, would think it were worth. 
Here has been one Whittingham, in an ordination ser- 
mon, calling the clergy a thousand dumb dogm and treats 
log episcopacy as bad as Boyse;* yet no notice stall 
shall be taken of this, unless to his advantage upoo the 
next vacant bishoprick ; and wagers are laid already, 
whether he or one Monk will be the man. But I foiget 
myself; and therefore shall only add, that I am, with 
the greatest respect and truth, my lord, 
Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, &c. 

* An eminent dissenting teacher, mioister of Wood-itreet bm^ 
ing-house in Dublin, who wrote 8C7cral tracts in favonr of the 4b- 
fcnlers. F. 
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FftOM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

SIB, Londanj Suffhik-sbnet, Nov. 22, 1 716, 

I BBAD youiB of the Unrteenth instant with great sa* 
tisfactloD. It is not only an advantage to you and me^ 
that tliere should he a good correspondence between ns^ 
but also to the public; and I assure you I had much ada 
to persuade people here, that we kept^uny tolerable mea- 
sures with one another; much less, that there was any 
thing of a good intelligence : and therefore you judged 
right, that it ought not to be said, that in so many months 
I had not received any letter from you. 

I do a little admire, that those that should be your 
fastest friends, should be so opposite to acknowledge the 
service you did in procuring the twentieth parts and first 
fruits : I know no reason for it^ except the zeal I diow- 
ed Id do you justice in that particular from the beginning. 
But noce I only did it, as obliged to bear testimony to 
the truth, in a matter whidi I certainly knew, and would 
have done the same for the worst enemy I had in the 
world, I see no reason why you should suffer, because I 
amoi^ others was your witness. But be not concerned, 
ingratitude b warranted by modem and andent custom : 
and it is more honour for a man to have it asked, why he 
bad not a suitable return to his merits, than why he was 
overpaid. Benefacere H male andire is the lot of the best 
men. If calumny or ingratitude could have put m^ out 
^ my way, God knows where I should have wandeitd 
by this tine. 

I am ^ad the business of St. Nicholas* is over any 
way : my inclination was Mr. Wall ; that I might have 

* The dean and chapter of St Patrick's are the appropriaton of 
ihat elnircli, and hare the ri{|it of bestow ins ^ rare OB whOD tliey 
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joined the vicarage of Castle-koock to the prebeod oi 
Malahidart ; which would have made a good provisioo 
for one man, served tlie cures better, and yielded more 
thea to the iDCumbent, than it can do uow, when in dif- 
ferent hands. But I could not compass it without unng 
more power over my clergy, than I am willing to exert. 
But as I am thankful to you for your condescension in 
that affair, so I will expect that those, with whom you 
have complied, should show their sense of it by a mutual 
return of the like compliance, when there shall be occa- 
sion. Such reciprocal kind offices are the ground of 
mutual confidence and friendship, and the fuel that keeps 
them alive : and I think nothing can contribute more to 
our common ease, and the public good, than mainlining 
these between you and me, and with the cleigy. 

We have a strong report, that my Lord Boliogbroke 
will return here, and be pardoned; certainly it must 
not be for nothing. I hope, he can tell no ill story of 
you. I add only my prayers, for you, and am, sir. 
Your most humble servant, and brother, 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBUN. 

XT LORD, TVim, Dee. 16^ 1710. 

I SHOULD be sorry to see my Lord Boliogbioke fU- 
lowing the trade of an informer : becaase he is a penoo 
for whom I always had, and still continue, a veiy great 
love and esteem. For I think, as the rest of madUod 
do, that informers are a detestable race of people, al* 
though they may be sometimes necessary. Besides^ I 
do not see, whom his lordship can inform against, except 
himself : he was tbree or four days at the court of 
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France, while he was secretary; and it is barelj posn- 
ble, he might then have entered into some deep negotia- 
tion with the pretender : although I woold not believe 
him, if he should swear it; because he protested to ine» 
that he never saw him but once: and that was at a great 
distance, in public, at au opera. As to any others of the 
ministry at that time, I am confident he cannot accuse 
them : and that they will appear as innocent with rela- 
tion to tlie pretender, as any who are now at the helm. 
And as to myself, if I were of any importance, 1 sliould 
be very easy under Euch an accusation; much easier, 
than I am to think your grace ima^nes me in any dan* 
ger, or that Lord Bolingbroke sliould liave any ill stoiy 
to tell of me. He knows, and loves, and thinks too well 
^f me, to be capable of such an action. But I am sur- 
prised to tliink your grace could talk, or act, or corres- 
pond with me for some years past : while you must 
needs believe me a most false and vile man'; declaring 
to you on all occasiors my abhorrence of the pretender, 
and yet privately engaged with a nunistry to bring him 
In; and therefore warning me to look to myself, and 
prepare my defence against a false brother, coming over 
to (Uscover such secrets as would hang me. Had there 
been ever the least overture or intent of bringing in the 
pretender, during my acquaintance with the ministry, I 
think I must have been very stupid not to have picked 
out some discoveries or suspicions. And although I am 
uot aure I should have turned informer, yet 1 am certaia 
I should have dropped some general cautions, and imme- 
lately have retired. When people lay, things were not 
ripe at the queen's death ; they say, they know not whaL 
Thii^ were rotten: and had the minbten any such 
thou^ts, they should have begiui three years before ; 
and they, who say otherwise, understand nothing of th^ 
state of the kingdom at that time^ 
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But whether I am mistaken or not in other men, I heg 
your grace to believe, that I am not mistaken in myself. 
I always professed to be against the pretender; and am 
so still. And this is not to make my court (which I 
know is vain) for I own knyself full of doubts, fears, and 
dissatisfactions ; which I think on as seldom as I ciiit : 
yet if I were of any value, the public may safely rely on 
my loyalty : because I look upon the coming of the pre^ 
tender as a greater evil, than any we sxe likely to suffer 
under the worst whig ministry that can be found. 

I have not spoke or thought so much of party these 
two years, nor could any thing have tempted me to it| 
but the grief I have in standing so ill in your grace's 
opinion. I beg your grace^s blessing, 

And am, &c. 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO THE SAME. 

MY LORD, Trim^ Dec. 2% 1716. 

I HAVE been here some days, to finish the purchase 
of a glebe for my country parish. I prevailed oo a 
gentleman to alienate twenty acres for 200^ to be had 
from the trustees of the first fruits. He then sets me 
twenty-tliree acres more for nine hundred and ninety- 
nine years. Upon these last twenty-three acres, I am, 
by agreement, to lay out the said 200^ in building, and 
to give the gentleman immediately 50^ out of my own 
pocket, and to pay him 14/. per anmim^ for ever, wbkb 
is near the value of the whole forty acres; these last 
twenty-three acres, after I have built and improved, I 
design to leave my successors,^ who will then have 

' See the dean's wHl, in vqI, II. N. 
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ibrty-tbree acrea of good glebe, witli houe, gardens, &c. 
for 1 AL per atmttm. I reckon to lay out of my own 
money about 2502. and so tote an humble imitator of 
your grace, longo intervalUf. Thb expedient was a pro- 
ject of Dr. Raymond, minister of this town, to deal with 
a jew, who would not lessen his rent-roll to save all the 
churches in Christendom. Dr. Coghill, and every body 
else, a^^roves the thing; since it is a good bargain to 
the diureh, a better to the gentleman, aod only a bad 
one to myself; and I hope your grace will have the 
same thoughts. 

Since I came down here, I received the honour of • 
large, and therefore an agreeable letter, from your grace, 
of r^ovember 22. I have reason to think myself hardly 
dealt with by those of the side in power, who will not 
think I. deserve any place in your good thoughts; when 
they cannot but know, that, while I was near the late 
ministry, I was a common advocate for tliose they call 
the whigs, to a degree, that a certain great minister toU 
me, I had always a whig in my sleeve ; neither did I 
ever fail to interpose in any case of merit or compassion 
by which means several persons in England, and some 
in this kingdom, kept their employments, for I cannot re* 
member my Lord Oxford ever refused me a request of 
that kind. And for the rest, your grace may very well 
remember, that I had the honour of corresponding with 
you, during the whole period, with some degree of con- 
fidence: because I know your grace had wished tho 
same thing, but diflfered only in opinion about the haodi 
that should effect them. It was on account of this eon* 
duct, that certaui warm creatures of this kingdom, then 
in London, and not uuknown to your grace, had the as- 
surance to ^ve me broad hints ^bat I was providing 
•gainst a change; and I observe those very men are 
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DOW the most careful of all othen, to creep as far as thej 
cao out of harm's way. 

The system of new zealots, which your grace extract- 
ed, must be very suitable to my principles, who was 
always a whig in politics. I have been told, that upon 
the death of the last nonjuring bishop, Dodwell and his 
followers thought the schism at an end. My notion was, 
that these people began to set up again, upon despair of 
their cause by the rebellion^ being brought to ao end ; 
else then* politics are, if possible, worse than their divi- 
nity. Upon the whole, it is clear, that the game Is en- 
tirely in the hands of the king and his ministers; and I 
am extremely glad of your grace's opinion, that it wiH 
be played as it ought : or, if we must suffer for a nlmie^ 
however, I had ratlier be devoured by a lion than a rat. 
That maxim of the iujuring person never forgiving the 
person injured, is, I believe, true in particulars, but Hot 
of communities. I cannot but suppose that the dergy 
thought thei'e were some hardships and grounds for feaia, 
otherwise they must be very wicked, or very mad ; to 
say more, would be to enter into dispute upon a party 
subject; a dog or a horse knows when he is kindly treat- 
ed: and besides, a wise administration will endeavour 
to remove the vain, as well as the real fears of those they 
govern. 

I saw the provost yesterday in this neighbourhood, 
and had some' little talk with him upon the occaaioo of 
the bishop of Killaloe's death : I believe he would ac- 
cept of the deanery of Derry, if Dr. Bolton, the dean, 
should be promoted ; but I said nothing of it to him; I 
believe he has written to Mr. Mo1yueux.t I iGod, aioce 

• In Scotland, in the year 1713. F. 

f Samuel Molynctix, Esq. a grntleman of great abiliUes and laife 
property in Ireland, secretary to the Prioce oT Walef, chantellor af 
the university of Dublin. IT. 
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be cannot be trusted with a bishopric, that he desires to 
leave his station with as ^^ood a grace as he can ; and 
that it may not be thought that what he shall get is only 
to get rid of him. I said in general, that such a circuQH 
stance, as things stood^ was hardly worth the quiet uf a 
man's whole life; and. bo we parted, only with telling 
bim I intended to write to your grace, in answer to a* 
letter I had from you. 



FROM ERASMD8 LEWIS, ESCt 

SIR, Lonim, Jon. 12, 1716-17. 

About, two months ago I sent you a \ery long epistle^ 
and was in hopes you would either have made us • 
visit, or have let us hea» (rom you. Since you have 
done neither, we must^ flatter ourselves that you will be 
better the new year than the former. 

Our friend Prior, not having had the vicissitude of 
human things before his eyes, is likely to end his days 
in as forlorn a state as any other poet has done before 
Uim, if his friends do not take more care of him than he 
did of himself. Therefore, to prevent the evil, which 
we see.b coming on very fast, we have a project of print- 
ing his Solomon, and other poetical works, by subscrip* 
tion ; one guinea to be paid in hand, and tlie other on 
delivery of the book. He, Arbuthnot, Pope, and Gay» 
are now with me, and remember you. It is our joint 
request, that you will endeavour to procure some sub* 
scriptions : you will give your receipts for the money 
you receive, and when you return it hither, you shall 
have others in lieu. There are no papers printed here, 
oor any advertisement to be published ; for the whole 
matter is to be managed by friends in such a manner as 
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shall be least shocking to the digQit7 of a pleoipoteo* 
tiary. 

I am told the Archbishop of Dublin shows a letter of 
yours, reflectiDg on the high flyiag clergy. I faocy you 
have writ to him in ao ironical style, and that he would 
have it otherwise understood. This will bring to your 
mind what I have formerly said to you on that figure. 
Pray condescend to explain this matter to me. The re- 
moval of my Lord Townshend has given a litte spirit ; 
but that will soon flag, if the king, at his return, does not 
make farther changes. What measures his majesty will 
take is uncertain ; but this we arc very sure o( that the 
division of the whigs is so great, that, morally speaking, 
nothing but another rebellion can ever unite them. 
Sunderland, Staiiho[>e, and Cadogan are of one ride ; 
Townshend, Walpole, Orford, Dcvondiire, and tlie 
chancellor,'*'' on the other. Xlie latter seem at present 
to be strongest; but when tlie former appear with a 
German reinforcement, they will undoubtedly turn the 
balance. They are botli making their court to the to- 
nes, who, I hope, will be a body by themselves, and not 
serve as recruits to either of the other twa Lord 
Townsbend's friends give out, that his disgrace ia omig 
to refusing four things, viz. to keep up the army ; repeal 
the limitations of the succession act ; to send money to 
Germany for carrying on a war against Sweden ; and to 
attaint Lord Oxford. When Lord Sunderlandf cornea 
over, he will probably cry ^ whore again,' and endefr* 
vour to saddle Lord Townshend in his turn. For these 
reproaches now are like that of Jacobitbm in former 
reigns. We are told, that Lord Bolingbroke has per- 

* William Earl Cowprr. B. 

f By whose intri^cfl Ijord Viscount TowDshend had been remor- 
t.d Trom the post of secretary of state, which was givca to General 
^itanbopc, afterward Earl Stanhope. B. 
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misioQ to lUsy in France, potwilhrtanding the late trea* 
tjy provided he retires from Paris. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

/XT LORDy " LamdMy March Q^ 1716-17. 

I HAD jesterday the honour of a letter from your 
grace, wheieio 70a first meotioo Air. DuocaD's acddent, 
irho, as it falls out, is quite recovered, and they saj is 
sioce better of his asthma : I believe, wheoever he dies, 
I shall be in some difficulties, although I am wholly in- 
diflfeient who may succeed him, provided he may be a 
deserviiig person; unless I m^ht say, that my inclina- 
ttoQs are a little turned to MigB Mr. Dopping,^ on ac- 
count of his brother, for whom I have always had a 
veiy great esteem. Itwillbeimpo8B3)le for me tocany 
any point against that great migmity rf the chapter, who 
ate sure to oppose me whenever party intecferes : and 
in those cases I shall be very ready to chai^ my nomi> 
nation, only choosiiig those I least dislike among such as 
they wifl consent to : wherdo, 1 hope, I ^all have your 
grace's approbation. 

About a week ago^ I wrote to your grace in relation 
to the provost 31 y Lofd Bishop of Bromore, Dr. 
Cog^ill, and I, were yesterday using our rfaetorick to no 
purpose. The topic he perpetually adheres to is^ that 
the court olTers him a deanery, because they look upoo 
lum as a man they cannot trust ; which, be says, aflfects 
his repntadoQ : that he professes to be as true to the 
present king, as any person in employment : that he has 

* Dr. Doppinc wms made BiAop of O0O17 in 1741, aod died the 
jear kOtammg, He was imcle to Mis BaxniKoD, i^lerward Couatct* 
of OWOTJ. N. 
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alwajs shown himself so : that he was sacrificed by the 
lories in the late reign, on account of the dbpute in tlie 
college, and other matters : that he publicly argues and 
appears against the same party now, upon all occasions ; 
and expects as little favour from them, if ever they 
should come into power, as any man now in employment* 
As to any hints dropped to him of any danger or unea- 
siness from parliament or visitation, he declares himself 
perfectly safe and easy : and if it might not aiTect the 
society, he should be glad of such inquiries, in order to 
vindicate himself: that he should like the Deanery of 
Down full as well, and perhaps better, than the Bishop- 
ric of Dromore, provided the deanery was given him in 
such a manner, and with some mark of favour and ap- 
probation, that the world would not think he was driven 
into it as a man whom the king could not tnist ; and if 
any such method could be thought on, he would readily 
accept it : that he is very sensible he should be mnch 
happier in the other station, and much richer, and which 
weighs with him more, that it would be much for the 
present interest of the college to be under another 
head : but that the sense of his own loss of credit pre- 
vails with him above all considerations ; and that he 
hopes in some time to convince the world, and the court 
too, that he has been altogether misrepresented. 

This is the sum of his reasoning, by all I could gather 
after several conversations with him, both alone and 
with some of his best friends ; who all differ from hiai« 
as he allows most of his acquaintance do. I am no 
judge of what consequence his removal may be to the 
service of the college, or of any favours to be shown it« 
But, I believe, it would be no difficult matter to find a 
temper in this afTair : for instance (I speak purely my 
own thougbttj) if the prince would graciously please to 
send a favourable message by his secretary, to ofTer him 
the deanery, in such a manner as might answer the pro* 
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^fUBt^s (fifficoltj. I caDDot biit thiok your gi-9ce might 
brii^ such a thing about ; bat that I hu:r,\Ay leave to 
jour^race. 

My lord buliop of Dromore received letten jegter- 
day from your grace, and the bishop of Deny, whh an 
aeoount of his wcceedinz to Closer, of which I am 
flure all parties irin be exceeding glad. 

I wish yoor grace a good journey to the Bath, and a 
firm establishment of your health there. I am, with the 
greatest respect, my lord. 

Your grace^s most dutiful and most himible servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

Xoiknoiring but your grace mig^ begone to the Bath, 
I have mentioned something of the provost's alTair, 
in a letter tins post, to my lord bishop of Deny. 



TO THE SAME. 

vr umn, DvUm, Merdi 22, 1716-17. 

Tors grace's lettte was a long time before it Teached 
me; for I was several weeks in the country, despatching 
the affair of the glebe, which, however, is not yet quite 
finiriied. Your grace does rigfatly omceive the nature 
of my purchase, and that I am likely to be 2001. poorer 
fior M ; only I shall endeavour to lose by degrees, whicii 
is an I have ibr it I shall endeavour, as much as I 
can, to pKCvent the evil yon foresee of my successon 
neglecting my improvements, and lettiog them all go to 
rain; I shall take the best advice I can, and leave them 
to be fools as well as knaves, if they do so; for I shall 
make so many plantations and hedges, that the land 
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n'ill let for double the value ; and after all, I must leave 
something to fortune. 

As to what jour grace mentions of a practice in the 
late reign, of engaging people to come into the queen's 
measures, I have a great deal to say ou that subject, 
not worth tioubling you with at present; farther than 
that I am confident those who pretend to say most of it^ 
are conscious theii* accusation is wrong : but I never love 
myself so little as when I differ from your grace ; nor 
do I believe I ever shall do it, but where I am master 
of the fact, and your grace has it ooly by report. 

I have been speaking much to the provost about the 
deanery of Derry, or wliatever other employment, un- 
der a bishoprick, may be designed him upon these pro- 
motions. I. find Dr. Coghill* has been upon the sub- 
ject with him, but he is absolutely positive to take no* 
tiling less at present ; and his argument is, that whatever 
shall be given him now, beneath the station his prede- 
cessors were called to, will be a mark of his lying un- 
der the displeasure of the court, and that he is not to be 
trusted; whereas he looks upon himself to have acted 
with principles as loyal to the present government, as 
any the king employs. He does not seem to dislike 
cither the deaneries of Derry or Down, but is persuaded 
it will reflect upon his reputation ; and unless it could 
be contrived that he might have some mark of favour 
and approbation along with such a preferment, I believe 
your grace may be assured he will not accept it* I on- 
ly repeat what he says to mc, and what I believe he vill 
adhere to. 

For my own part, who am not so refined, I gave my 
opinion that he should take what was given him; but 

'''■ Mnrmadnke CosliilU M. D. judge of the prerogative court; af' 
TPrward.^ a privy couiisellor, chancellor of the exchequer, and a cobt 

!n:-ii>nc:" of lh»: rc\ rune. F. 
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his other friends differ from tne, and Ux aught I knoir, 
thej may be in the right ; an4. if the court thinks it of 
consequence thdt the present provost should be removed, 
I am not sure but a way may be found out of saving his 
credit, which is all he seems to require ; although I am 
confident, that if he were a bisliop, the goveiiiment 
m^t be very secure of him, since he seems wholly fal* 
ien out with the tones, and the tories with him ; and I 
do not know any man, who, in common conversation, 
talks with more zeal for the present establishment, and 
against all opposers of it, than he. The only thing he 
desires at present in his discourse with me, is, that no 
proposal of a deanery should be at all made to him, but 
that he may go on as lie is, until farther judgment shall 
be made of him by his future conduct 

I thought it proper to say thi^s much to your grace, 
because I did not know whether you and he perfectly 
understood each other. 

I hear your grace intends this spring for the Bath. 
I shall pray for the good of the church, that you may 
then establish your health. I am, with the greatest re- 
elect. 

Your grace^s most dutiful and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

Among other things, the provost argued) that Dr. Fos- 
ter was promoted to a bishoprick from being a feUow ; 
and therefore he must conclude, that offenng him a 
less preferment, is a mark of displeasure ; with wbicfa 
circumstance he is determined not tQ leave his present 
station. 
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DOW the most careful of all othen, to creep as far as thej 
can out of harm's way. 

The system of uew zealots, which your grace extract- 
ed, must be very suitable to my principles, who was 
always a whig id politics. I have beeo told, that upon 
the death of the last nonjuriog bbhop, Dodwell and bis 
followers thought the schism at ao end. My notion was, 
that these people began to set up again, upon despair of 
their cause by the rebellion'"' being brought to an end ; 
else their politics ai-e, if possible, worse than their divi- 
nity. Upon tlie whole, it is clear, that the game Is en- 
tirelj in the hands of the king and his ministers; and I 
am extremely glad of your grace's opinion, that it wiM 
be played as it ought: or, if we must suffer for a nlmie^ 
however, I had ratlier be devoured by a lion than a rat. 
That maxim of the injuring person never foi^giving the 
person injured, is, I believe, true in particulars, but not 
of communities. I cannot but suppose that the clefgy 
thought there were some hardships and grounds for fears, 
otherwise they must be very wicked, or very mad ; to 
say more, would be to enter into dispute upon a party 
subject ; a dog or a horse knows when he is kindly treat- 
ed : and besides, a wise administration will endeavour 
to remove the vain, as well as the real fears of those they 
govern. 

I saw the provost yesterday in this neighbourhood, 
and had somd* little talk with him upon the occasioo of 
the bishop of Killaloe's death : I believe he would ac- 
cept of the deanery of Derr}% if Dr. Bolton, the dean, 
should be promoted ; but I said nothing of it to hln; I 
believe he has written to Mr. Mo1yneux.t I iGod, aincQ 

• In Scotland, in the year 1713. F. 

f Samuel Molyneiix, Esq. a gentleman of great abiliUes and laifA 
property in Ireland, secretary to the Prioce oT ^tlef, chaaseHw tf 
the university of Dublin. IT. 
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lie eaoDOt be trusted with a bi&bopric, that he desires to 
leave his statioa with as ^^ood a grace as he can ; and 
that it may not be thought that what he shall get is only 
to get rid of him. I said io general, that such a circuqi- 
stauce, as things stood, was hardly worth the quiet of a 
man's whole life; and- bo we parled, only with telling 
bim I intended to write to your grace, io answer to % 
letter I had from you. 



FROM ERASMD8 LEWIS, ESCt 

siK, LondonyJan, 12, 1716-17. 

About two months ago I sent you a Yery long epistle^ 
and was in hopes you would either have made us % 
Vttit, or have let us heap from you. Since you have 
done neither, we must^ flatter ourselves that you will be 
better the new year than the former. 

Our friend Prior, not having had the vicissitude of 
human things before hb eyes, is likely to end his days 
in as forlorn a state as any other poet has done before 
hiiQ, if his friends do not take more care of him than he 
did of himself. Therefore, to prevent the evil, which 
we see .is coming on veiy fast, we have a project of print- 
ing his Solomon, and other poetical works, by subscrip- 
tion ; one guinea to be paid in hand, and the other on 
delivery of the book. He, Arbuthnot, Pope, and Gay^ 
are now with me, and remember you. It is our joint 
request, that you will endeavour to procure some sub* 
scriptloos : you will give your receipts for the money 
you receive, and when you return it hither, you shall 
have others in lieu. There are uo papers printed here, 
nor any advertisement to be published ; for the whole 
matter is to be managed by friends in such a manner as 
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shall be least shocking to the digQitj of a pleoipoten* 
tiary. 

I am told the Archbishop of Dublin shows a letter of 
yours, reflecting on the high flyiog clergy. I fancy you 
have writ to him. in an ironical style, and that he would 
have it otherwise understood. This will bnug to your 
mind what I have formerly said to you on that figure. 
Fray condescend to explain this matter to me. The re- 
moval of my Lord Townshend has given a litte spirit ; 
but that will soon flag, if the king, at his return, does not 
make farther changes. What measures his majesty will 
take is uncertain ; but this we are very sure of^ that tlie 
division of the whigs is so great, that, morally i^akiog, 
nothing but another rebellion can ever unite them. 
Sunderland, Stanhope, and Cadogan are of one side ; 
Townshend, Walpole, Orford, Dcvonsliire, and tlie 
chancellor,'*' on the other. Xtie latter seem at present 
to be strongest; but when the former appear with a 
German reinforcement, they will undoubtedly turn the 
balance. They are both making their court to the lo- 
ries, who, I hope, will be a body by tlicmselves, and not 
serve as recruits to cither of the other two. Lord 
Townsbend's friends give out, that his disgrace ia owing 
to refusing four things, viz. to keep up the army ; repeal 
the limitations of the succession act ; to send money to 
Germany for carrying on a war against Sweden ; «Dd to 
attaint Lord Oxford. When Lord Sunderlandf comes 
over, he will probably cry ' whore again,' and endea- 
vour to saddle Lord Townshend in liis turn. For these 
reproaches now are like that of Jacobitbm in former 
reigns. We are told, that Lord Bolingbroke has per- 

* William Earl Cowper. B. 

f By whofe intrigues Jjord Viscount TowD^hend had been renor- 
€d from the post of secretary of state, which was gives to OeBeral 
Sstanbopc, afterward Earl Stanhope. B. 
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mimiiTn to stay in France, notwilhrtanding the late trea* 
tjj fffovidetl he retires from Paris. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

i!MT LORD, ^ Lomdany MaTch% 1716-17. 

I HAD jesterday the honour of a letter from yoor 
grace, whereiD yoa first mention Mr. Duncan's accident, 
irho^ as it faDs out, is qoite recoyered, and they say is 
since better of his asthma : I beUeve, wheoeTer he dies, 
I diall be in some difficulties, although I am wholly in- 
4iffiennt who may succeed him, proyM ed he may be a 
desenroig person; unless I n^ht say, that my incUna- 
ikms are a little turned to oblige Mr. Doppiog,^ on ac* 
count of his brother, lor whom I have always had a 
Teiygireat esteem. ItwittbeimpoflBible for me tocany 
any point again! that great magmty of the chapter, who 
aie sure to oppose me whenever party interferes : and 
in those cases I shall be very ready to change my nomi> 
oatioo, only choodng those 1 least dislike among such as 
tb^ win consent to: wherein, I hope, I shall have your 
girace's approbation. 

About a week ago, I wrote to jour grace in relatioo 
to the fHOVost. My Iioid Bidiop of Dromore, Dr. 
Cqg^iill,aod I, were yesterday using our rfaetorick to no 
purpose. The topic he perpetually adheres to k, thai 
the court offers tnm a deanery, because they loA upoo 
lum as a man they cannot trust ; which, he says, affects 
bis reputation : that be professes to be as true to the 
present king, as any person in em|dojmeot : that he has 

• Or. Doppiiie was Bade mribop of Omoej in 1741, and died tbe 
jtMtkXkmmg, He irat«iicletoBiisBa3iiltoD,i4terwardCouBte0 
of OwoTj, K. 
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always shown himself so : that he was sacrificed by the 
lories in the late reici;n, on account of the dispute in tlie 
college, and other matters : that he publicly argues and 
appears against the same party now, upon all occasions ; 
and expects as little favour from them, if ever they 
should come into power, as any man now in employment. 
As to any hints dropped to him of any danger or unea« 
siuess from parliament or visitation, he declares himself 
perfectly safe and easy : and if it might not affect the 
society, he should be glad of such inquiries, in order to 
vindicate himself: that he should like the Deanery of 
Down full as well, and perhaps better, than the Bishop- 
ric of Dromore, provided the deanery was given him in 
such a manner, and with some mark of favour and ap- 
probation, that the world would not think he was driven 
into it as a man whom the king could not tnist ; and if 
any such metliod could be thought on, he would readily 
accept it : that he is very sensible he should be mndi 
happier in the other station, and much richer, and which 
weighs with him more, that it would be much for the 
present interest of the college to be under another 
head : but that the sense of his own loss of credit pre- 
vails with him above all considerations ; and that he 
hopes in some time to convince the world, and the court 
too, that he has been altogether misrepresented. 

This is the sum of his reasoning, by all I could guihet 
after several conversations with him, both alone and 
with some of his best friends ; who all differ from hioi, 
as he alloM's most of his acquaintance do. I am no 
judge of what consequence his removal may be to the 
service of the college, or of any favours to be shown iC« 
But, I believe, it would be no difficult matter to find a 
temper in this affair : lor instance (I speak purely my 
own thoughts) if the prince would graciously please to 
send a favourable niessRge by his secretary, to oflcT him 
the deanery*, in eucIi a manner as might answer the pro- 
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TQ6t^8 difficulty. I cannot but think your gi'Sce might 
bring such a thing about ; but that I humbly leave to 
your grace. 

My lord bishop of Dromore receired letters yester- 
day from your grace, and the bishop of Derry, "with an 
account of his succeeding to Clogher, of which I am 
sure all parties will be exceeding glad. 

I wish your grace a good journey to the Bath, and a 
firm establishment of your health there. I am, with the 
greatest respect, my lord, 

Your grace's most dutiful and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

Not knowing but yoiur grace might be gone to the Bath, 
I have mentioned something of the provost's affair, 
in a letter tins post, to my lord bishop of Derry. 



TO THE SAME. 

HIT LORD, DubUn, March 22j 1716-17. 

TovK grace's lettto was a long time before it reached 
me ; for I was several weeks in the country, despatching 
the affair of the glebe, which, however, is not yet quite 
finished. Tour grace does rightly conceive the nature 
of my purchase, and that I am likely to be 200L poorer 
for it ; only I shall endeavour to lose by degrees, which 
is all I have ibr it. I shall endeavour, as much as I 
can, to prevent the evil you foresee of my successors 
Q^ecting my improvements, and letting them all go to 
ruin; I shall take the best advice I can, and leave them 
to be ibols, as well as knaves, if they do so; for I shall 
make so many plantations and hedges, that the land 

TOL. XVI. H 
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n'ill let for double the value ; and after all, I roust leave 
something to fortune. 

As to what your grace mentions of a practice in the 
late reign, of engaging people to come into the qucen^s 
measures, I liave a great deal to say 6u that subject, 
not worth ti'oubling you with at present ; farther than 
that I am confident those who pretend to say most of it, 
are conscious their accusation is wrong : but I never love 
myself so little as when I differ from your grace ; nor 
do I believe I ever shall do it, but where I am master 
of the fact, and your grace has it only by report. 

I have been speaking much to the provost about the 
deanery of Derry, or whatever other employment, un- 
der a bishoprick, may be designed him upon these pro- 
motions. I. find Dr. Coghill^ has been upon the sub- 
ject with him, but he is absolutely positive to take no- 
thing less at present ; and his argument is, that whatever 
shall be given him now, beneath the station his prede- 
cessors were called to, will be a mark of his lying un- 
der the displeasure of the court, and that he is not to be 
trusted ; whereas he looks upon himself to have acted 
with principles as loyal to the present government, as 
any the king employs. He does not seem to dislike 
cither the deaneries of Derry or Down, but is persuaded 
it will reflect upon his reputation ; and unless it could 
be contrived that he might have some mark of favour 
and approbation along with such a preferment, I believe 
your grace may be assured he will not accept it I on- 
ly repeat what he says to mc, and what I believe he will 
adhere to. 

For my own part, who am not so refined, I gave my 
opinion that he should take what was given him; but 

^'- Mnrmadtike Coshill, M. D. judge of the prerogative coort; af- 
iprward.^ a privy counsellor, cbanccllor of the exchequer, and a comr 
Mi!«-jnni:: of ilu: rr\«"m!e. F 
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fab other frieodii diffi^ from me, and for aught I knoir, 
they may be io the right ; ao^. if the court thiuks it of 
consequence thdt the present proyost should be removed, 
I am not sure but a way may be found out of saving his 
credit, which is all he seems to require ; although I am 
confident, that if he were a bisliop, the government 
might be very secure of him, since he seems wholly fal> 
len out with the tmes, and the tories with him ; and I 
do not know any man, who, in common conversation, 
talks with more zeal for the present establishment, and 
against all opposers of it, than he. The only thing he 
desires at present in his discourse with me, is^ that no 
proposal of a deanery should be at all made to him, but 
that he may go on as lie is, until farther judgment shall 
be made of him by his future conduct 

I thought it proper to say thus much to yoiur grace, 
because I did not know whether you and he perfectly 
understood each other. 

I hear your grace intends thb spring for the Bath. 
I shall pray for the good of the church, that you may 
then establish your health. I am, with the greatest re* 
^cct, 

-Tour grace^s most dutiful and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

Amcmg other things, the provost argued^ that Dr. Fos^ 
ter was promoted to a bisbopdck from being a fellow ; 
and therefore he must conclude, that ofienng him a 
leaB preferment, is a mark of displeasure ; with which 
circumstance he is determined not to leave his present 
station. 
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TO THE SAME. 

MT LORD, MagJunrlj/n^ May 23, 1717. 

Your grace's letter of March 23d was brought to me 
at Trim, nvhere I weot a month ago to fiokh mj kaie 
and purchase for my country parish. In some dayn mf* 
t£r, I met inj lord bishop of Clogher at Drogheda, by 
appoiutment; ve went together to Clogher, when he 
was enthroned, and after three days came to thb places 
nhere his lordship is settling every thing agaimt the 
coming of the new bishop, who is expected here next 
week. My great business at Clogher was to seduce hb 
lordship to lay out 20001. in a new house, mod for thit 
end we rode about to find a situation. I know not 
whether I shall prevail : for he has a hankering after 
making additions to the old one, which I will never con* 
seQt to, and would rather he should leave al) to tte ge- 
nerosity of a successor. My notion ht, that when a bi- 
shop, with good dispositions, happens to arise, it should 
be every man^s business to cultivate them. It fa no ill 
age that produces two such ; and therefore, if I had 
credit with your grace and his lordship, it should be all 
employed in pushing you both upon works of public 
good, without the least mercy to your pains or your pur- 
se B. An expert tradesman makes a few of hu beat cus- 
tomers answer, not only for those whom he gets little w 
nothing l^, but for all who die in lib debt. 

I will suppose your grace has heard of Mr. Duncan's 
death. I am siu« I have heard enough of it, by a great 
increase of disinterested correspondents ever since. It 
is well I am at free cost for board and lodging, else post- 
age would have undone me. I have returned no an- 
swer to any ,* and shall be glad to proceed with jour 
grace's approbation, which i3le8fl a compliment, because 
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I belkve my diapter are of opimoD I can liaidly pvo< 
oeed' wkhout it I 00I7 desire two things; first, tl^t 
those who call themselves ray friends maj have no rea- 
son to reproach me ; and the second, that in the course 
of this matter, I nay have something to dispose of to 
some one I wish well to. 

Some weeks before Mr. Duncan^s deaih, his brother- 
in-law Mr. Lawson, minister of Galtriro, went for Eng- 
land, by Mr. Duncan's consent, to apply for an adjoin- 
ing livii^, called Kilmore, in Mr. Duncan's possession,. 
and now in the crown by his death. I know aot his 
success; but heartily wish, if it be intended for him, 
that th€ matter' might take another turn : that Mr. War- 
ren, who is landlord of Galtrim, might have that living, 
and Kilmore adjoining, both not 150/. and Mr. Lawson 
to go flown to Mr. Warren's living, in Clogher diocese, 
worth above 200/. But thb is all at random, because I 
know not whether KUmor« niay not be already disposed 
o( for I hear it is in your grace's turn. 

I heard lately from the provost, who talked of being 
in the North in a month ; but our Dublin account is, that 
they know not when the deanery is to be given Kim. I 
do not find any great joy in eitlier party, on account of 
the person, who, it is supposed, will succeed him.^ The 
wrong custom of making that post the next step to a 
bbhoprkk, has been, as your grace says, of ill conse- 
quence ; and although^ as you add, it gives them no rank, 
yet they think fit to take .it, and make no scruple of pre- 
ceding, on all occasions, the best private clergyman in 
the kingdom ; which is a trifle of great consequence 
when *& man's head is possessed with it. 

I pray God preserve your grace, for the good of the 
church and the learned world ; and for the happiness of 

* Dr. Richard QjaMwio. He 4ied la Deeeonber, 1759. 
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those whom you are pleased to honour with your friend- 
ship, favour, or protection. I beg your grace's bless- 
iog; and remain, with the greatest truth and respect, 
my Iprd, 

Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESft. 

SIR, Londoriy June 1 5, 1 71 7. 

Last Light I received yours of the 5th instant; and 
since you tell me I am your only correspondent, I think 
i ought to be the more punctual in my retum% and the 
more full in ^vhat relates to our friends here. Yea will 
see by the public prints that Monday nosacoma M'nnii^t 
is appointed for the trial of my Lord Oxford, and that 
no less than six-and<twenty doughty mcmben are ap- 
pointed to manage it. The lords have likewise settled 
1 he uhole forms of the proceedings. My lord has asked, 
that two lawyers mo:e might be added to bis counsel: 
vet is all this but a farce ; for there is not a creature 
Hving wlio thinks he will ever be tried ; for tbej puUior 
\y own, that they neither have, nor ever had, any eri- 
ucnce; and laugh at impeachments, and attainders^ and 
party gambols ; and say, that all people deserve to be so 
pLinishcd, who presume to dispossess the whigs of dieir 
indefeasible right to the administration. But since he is 
not to be tried, the next question is, in what manner he 
is to be brought off, so as to save the honour of hb pro- 
secutors P I think it nrill be by an act of grace. Others 
say, it w ill be by the commons asking more time^ and 
'he lords of their party agreeing to refuse it But as 
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yKc are wholly ignorant of their inteotions, it is possible 
neither of these guesses may be right, and that they may 
keep him yet another year in prison; Mrhich my Lord 
Marlborough seems passionately to desire. 

We labour here under all the disadvantages in the 
world in every respect ; for the tide of party runs stiil 
very, strong every where, but in no place more than iu 
Westminster-hall. Those on this side, whose honouu 
* and interest both require that all people, who pay obe- 
dience, should be protected, seem to want a capacity to 
govern ; and the similitude of circumstances between the; 
king and the regent, render the latter a firm ally contra- 
ry to the natural interest of France. Thus we are se- 
cure from any 'foreign enemy. 

I agree with you, that Snape's letter^ is really but 
a letter, and that it is much too short and too slight for 
each a subject. However, his merit was great, iu being 
the first to give the alarm to his brethren, and setting 
himself io the front of the battle against his adversaries. 
Id those respects, his letter has had its full eflcct 

I desire you will be as quick as you can in the assist- 
ance you intend Prior ; for those who subscribed hens 
are impatient to have their books ; and we cannot keep 
h off much longer, without passing for common cheats. 
Dr. Arbuthnot, and Mr. Charleton, and I, remember you 
often. Lady Masham always asks for you very aflfec- 
tionately. By the way, I am perfectly restored to grace 
there, and am invited to theur house in the country. As 
Booo as Lord Oxford's affair is over, I intend to go 
amongst mj friends in the country, not to return hither 
till about Michaelmas. But if you will direct to me at 



* To the Bishop of Bangor, Dr. Hoadley, occasioned by his lord- 
f>bip*8 sennon preached before the king on March 31, 1717, ^concera- 
ing the nature of the kingdom aqd church of C&rist^ B. 
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my house in town ; your letters urill be coDvejed to me 
M^herever I am. Mr. Rochfort''^ seems to have a great 
nianjgood qualitiesy and I am heartily glad he has met 
witii suceess. Adieu. 



FROM THE SAME. 

London^ June IBt 1717. 
Hating acquainted you in mj letter of last posi» 
that it was the universal opinion the commouB would 
not proceed to the trial of my Lord Oxford, I think 
myself obliged to tell you, that we begin oow to be 
something doubtful ; for the managers, who are twenty- 
seven in number, strenuously give out, that they shall 
be ready to proceed on Monday next. Therefore, 
if you have any thoughts of comuig over, let not aoy 
tiling, which I have said in my last, have any weight 
with you to alter that resolution. I am wholly taken up 
with the men of the law, and therefore have nothing to 
say to you at present upon any public matters, I ahall 
only just trouble you with one word relating to a private 
affair. My brother is chaplain to Sir Charles Hotham't 
regiment, which is now ordered to Ireland. If you 
could find any young fellow, who would buy that com- 
mission, my brother thinks his patron (my Lord Carlisle) 
will easily prevail with my Lord Duke of Bolton for 
leave to dispose of it. I sliould be very glad you ooiild 
find him a chapman. 

* Lord diief ba ron of the exchequer in Queen ADoe^a reign. See 
in one of the poetical volumes, " The Country Life,»» written by the 
Dean while he was ^ndiog part of a summer at the houK O^Qcoift 
tlochforf, Esq. sou of {he lord cjiief bmron. N. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

Landimy July 2, 1 7 1 7» 
I HAVk the pleasure to inform jon, that Lord Ox* 
lord's impeachmept was diBchai;ged last oight, by the 
QDamnioas donseot of all the lords present; and, as 
oeartj as I could count, their oumber was one hundred 
and <ix» the Duke of Marlborough, my Lord C^dogan^ 
Ijord CottiBgdby, and a few others of the most violent^ 



withdrawn theraselyes before the lords came into 
WestmiHsterhalL The acdamallons were as great as 
upon any occaaon^ and our finest who seeott more 
bmed for adverntj thanprospen^^ has at present manj 
more friends than eyer he had before, in anj part of his 
life. I beliere he wiU not have the fewer, from ft mes- 
saige he reeeiyed this monnng from the king, by my Uicd 
chanibeiiain, to forind him the court Tou know the 
pioaecutloD was at first the resentment of a party ; but 
It became at last a ridiculous business, weakly carried 
OD by the impotent r^e of a woman, (I mean of aij 
Jjtdf MarB)oroiigh) irho is ahnost distracted that sh^ 
could not obUttu her revenge. 

I am now goii^ out of town, wkh an intention to roll 
about from place to place, till about BjBdiaelmas next* 
If jou write to mc, direct lo me hither as usual, and your 
letter wifl be conveyed to me, wherever I am» 

Ik. Arbuthnot, Mr. Charleton, and Afr. Curry, have 

dioed with me to day, and you have not been forgot. | 

was in hopes we should have seen you ere this. The 

doctor says, you wail for the act rf grace. Is it so ? I 

.hope to see you by next winter.. 

u 2 
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TO ROBERT COPE, ESQ-* 

6in , London^ July 0, 1 7 1 7. 

. I RCCRi VED the favour of your letter before I came to 
tovQ ; for I stayed three weeks at Trim after I left jou, 
out of perfect hatred to this place, where at length bun- 
ness draped me agaiost my will. The archdeacoDi who 
delivers you this, will let you know I am but an ill so* 
licitor for him. The thing is indeed a little difficult 
and perplexed, yet a willing mind would make it easy; 
but that is wanted, and I cannot work it up. Howevery 
it shall not be my fault, if something be not made of it 
one time or other; but some people give their best 
friends reason to complain. I have at a venture put you 
down among poor Mr. PriorV benefactors ; and I won- 
der what excm[)tion you pretend to as appears by your 
letter to Mr. Stewart. It seems you took the thousand 
pounds a year in a literal sense, and even at that rate I 
hope you would not be excused, t hope your theep 
shearing in the county of Louth hath established your 
health; and that Dr. Tisdell, your brother of the spleen^ 
comes sometimes and makes you laugh at a pun or a 
blunder. I made a good many advances to your friend 
Bolton| since I came to town, and talked of you ; but all 
signified nothing ; for he has taken every opportunity of 
opposing me, in the most unkind and unnecesuuy man- 
ner, and I have done with him. I could with great sa- 
tisfaction pass a month or two among you, if things would 
permit. The archdeacon carries you all the newi^ and 
•I need say nothing. We grow mighty sanguine, but my 

* A gentlnoLin of learning, good family, and fortune, and n grcftt 
Admirer of Dr. Swift. F. 
f Wliose poc'ins were then printing by subscriptioo. S^ p. 175. ^^^ 
; Dr. T»i'>ophi!iJs Bolton. F. 
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temper has not fire enough in it They assure me that 
liord Bolingbroke will be included in the act of grace ; 
which, if it be true, is a my s t ery to me. 

Tou must learn to winter in town, or you will turn a 
monk, and Mrs. Cope a nun ; I am extremely her hum- 
ble servant. 

I have yentured to subscribe a guinea for Mr. Brown- 
lowe, because I would think it a shame not to have his 
Dame in the list Fray tell him so. 

I doubt whether Mrs. Cope will be pleased with the 
taste of snuff I sent her. 

Present my humble service to your mother and bitK 
ther : and believe me to be, with great ^hith and esteem, 
sir. 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 

jhTLOBD, DMbHny Jufy IB, 1717. 

Some persons of distioctiou, lately come from Ecg- 

land, and not unknown to yoar kNrdship, have made me 

extremely pleased and proud, by telling me that your 

iordslup was so generous as to defend me against an idle 

story that passed in relation to a letter oi mine to the 

ardibishop of Dublin. I have corresponded for many 

jeacs with his grace, though we generally diflered in 

politics, and therefore our letters bad often a good mixr 

tore of controversy. I confess likewise that I have been 

hb grace's advocate, where he had not many others. 

About niQ^ mouths ago I writ a letter to him in LiondoD. 

(for in my little station it is coQveuient there should be 

seme commerce between us;) and in a short time after 1 

H 3 
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had notice from several friends^ that a passage iii my let- 
ter'''' was showQ to several persons, and a consequence 
drawn from thence, that I was wholly gone over to other 
principles more in fashion, and wherein I might better 
find my account. I neglected this report, as thinking it 
might soon die; but found it gathered strength, and 
spread to Oxford and this kingdom ; and some gentle- 
men, wIk) lately arrived liere, assured me tliey had met 
it a hundred times, with all the circumstances of disad- 
vantage that ate usually tacked to such stories by the 
great candour of mankind. It should seem as if I were 
somebody of impoilance ; and if so, I should think the 
wishes not only of my friends, but of my party, might 
dispose them rather to believe me innocent, than con- 
demn me unheard. Upon the first intelligence I had 
of tliis aiTair, I made shift to recollect the only passage 
in that letter which could be any way liable to mlsin- 
teipretation. 

I told the ai'chbishop — '* we had an account of a set 
of people in London, who were erecting a new churcbi 
upon the maxim that every thing was void since the re- 
volution, in the church as w^ll as the state — that aU 
priests must be rcordained, bishops again consecrated, 
and in like manner of the rest — that I knew not what 
there was in it of tnith — that it was iropOBiible such a 
scheme should ever pass — and that I believed if the 
cjurt, upon this occasion, would show some good will to 
the church, discourage those who ill treated the deify, 
A«. it would be the most popular thing tliey could 
think of/' 

I keep no copies of letters, but this, I am confideott 
was the substance of what I wrote ; and that every otheir 
line in the letter which mentioned public affain would 

• 6ee Mr. Lewft'i leUcr of Jao. 12, 1716-17. If. 
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hftire atoMd fidlr tliii^ if U had Imn t criflfc, m IlUik 
it wasnoi ID thai juncfme, whatever nmj btfaiy ophiioa 
at present; foi^ I oaifeM» way Ifamiiehta change every 
week, like thoK cpf a Baa hi In hicnaUe coiMiiB|KioiH 
who daily indi hi— i If iwre and more decay. 

The ttooble I now give your kwdship is an ill return 
CoyoargoodoeflBindeHendiog; me; but it is the tmal re- 
ward of goodnesBi and th e refaf e yon most be content. In 
the mean tune, I am in a hopefiil situation, torn to pieces 
by pamphleteeniiid IflMiletB an that side the water, and 
by the whole body of the ruling party on this; against 
which M the obscurity I live m will not defend meu 
Since I ciaie int^o this kingdom, it has been iht ead- 
sduft advice of aDaiiy diuich friends, that Iihouldbe 
WMire cantioai. To oppose mcio every thing lelating to 
toy stialion, is made a merit Inmy ch^ler; and I shall 
frsbabfy^ five to wukt somo tishofa as poer» as LutlMr 
iBsde anny rich. 

I pvafem to your loidsliip, that what I have becw 
wrlli^g is only with rq;ard to tha^sod opimon of your 
Jaidship^ and of a very few othen with whom you wil 
fthaok k of any eonaequence to an hoaest aiaa that ha 
should be set right. I am sorry that those who call 
themselves churchmen should be industrious to have it 
Ihoi^ that their number is kssened, even by so iocoii» 
sideraUe a one as Diyselt But 1 am suffidently recom- 
pensed, thai your lordslup knows me best, to whom I 
urn so ambitious to be best known. CSod be thanke!, I 
have but a few to satisfy. The bulk of my ceosmeft 
ave strangers, or ill judges, or wwse than either; ami tf 
they will not obey your orders to correct th^ senti- 
BMniB of me^ they wiD meet their pun'-shment in j our 
Mdship^ilfaappiobation; wUcklwouid BothMorfca 
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all their good words put together, and priotedia twelre 
yolumes folio. 

I. am, with great respect, my lord, 
your lordship's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT, 



FROM MR. PRIOR.* 

DEAR SIR, Jubf 30, 1717. 

I HATE the favour of four letten from you, of the 
ninth, thirteenth, sixteenth, and twentieth instant They 
all came safe to me, however variously directed ; bat 
the last to me at my house in Duke-street, is the rigbteit 
I find myself equally comforted by your philosophy, and 
assisted by your friendship. You will easily imai^ne, 
that I have a hundred things to say to you, which, for as 
many reasons, I omit, and only touch upon that busi- 
ness, to which, in the pride of your heait, you give the 
epithet of sorr^.j 1 return you the names of those who 
have been kind enough to subscribe, that you ma7 see 
if they are rightly spelt, and the just titles put to them, 
as likewise if it has happened that any has subscribed 
for more than one volume. Tou will please to look over 
the catalogue. You see that our calculation comes 
even, the gentleman's name that desired it being omitted. 
[ am sensible tliat this has given you too much trouble; 
but it is too late now to make an apology. Let Mr. 

• ^ Endorsed, ** Received Aug. G, 1717. Answered the same da^*^ 

y. 

f Subscription? for Mr. Prior's pocm.T, procured by the Dean. Tie 
;ub;cription was two guioeas. II. 
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I^ewis, who is now with me, do it for me, at what time, 
and in idiat manoer, he pleases. I take it for granted, 
that whatever I write, as whatever is writ to me, will be 
bn^e open; so yoa will expect nothing from me, but 
what joa may huve as particalarly from the postboy. 
We are all pretty well ia health. I have my old whore^ 
80O cough, and I thhik I may caD it mine for life. The 
earl^ is senifer idem. Lord, Harley is in the country* 
Our brotherhood is extremely dispersed ; but so as that 
we have been three <ir four times able to get as mmy of 
the sodety together, and drink to our absent firaends. I 
have been made to believe, that we may see your re- 
verend peison this summer in England: if so, I shaDbe 
glad to meet you at any |dace i bat, when you come to 
Ixndoo, do not go to the Coeoa-tice (as you sent your 
letter) bat come innediatdy to Doke-street, where yoa 
afaaii find a bed, a book, and a candle: so pray think of 
anywiiiiig no where else. Fhiy give my service to afl 
friends in generaL I think, as yoo have ordered the 
■aftfr, yoa have made the greater part of Irdand fill 
IkeMsflirrii of that nomber. I <k> not know bow yoo 
cmi vecompense theai, but by oomingover tobe^meto 
comet the book which I promise them. 

Too will pardoo oiy hanng used ancKher hand, since 
it is so much better than my own ; and, believe me ever, 
with the greatest troth, dear nr, youn, 

M. PRIOR .^ 

* Of OiJ>.« 
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FROM THE EJIRL OF OXFORD. 

Aug. 0, 1717; 

Two years* retreat has nade me tlMte the coov< 
tioQ of my dearest ^iend with a ^ater relinb, than eveo 
at the tine of xny beio^ charmed with it in «ir frequent 
joiiraies to Wiodmr. Three of your letten have come 
safe to my hands. The irst about two yean sinee: 
that my son kecfw as a lonily monumenU The other 
two arrived since the first of July. My heart b often 
with you, but 1 delayed writing in expectation of fiv« 
ing a peifect answer about roy^iog to BraaplOD^ hut 
Uie truth is, the warmth of rejoioing in ihose paiit is so 
far from abating, that I am persuaded by. my feiendf to 
go into Cambridgeshure, where you are too just not to 
believe you will be welcome before any one in thewncld. 
The longing your friends have to see you mwt be mb> 
mitted to the judgment yourself makes of all ckeom- 
stances. At present this seems to be a eooler duMte 
than your island is likely to be, when il^ aaaeBble^ 
&c. Our impatience to see yon should not dmw yoi& 
into uneasiness. We long to embrace yoa, if you find 
It may be of no inconvenience to yourself. 



FROM MR. PRIOR. 

HecUhropy Aug. 24, 1717. 
Tonus, my good friend, of the sixth, finds me in Ox- 
fordshire .with the Duke of Shrewsbury, which would. 
sooner have been acknowledged, had I stayed in Lon- 
don. Before I left that pious city, I made due inquiiy 
into the methods aud regularity of your correspondents^ 
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with the earL* He has received your letteis; he wUI 
auswer them — but not to day, skui dm. Nothing can 
change hin. I cao iset uo poaitiTe aoBver fiwD him, nor 
can any man eke; to trouble yourself no more on that 
head than he does. He is still ui Loodon, and possibly 
has answered you, while I am a little arraigniiig his ne- 
glea; but in all cases Ubawai animam mcam. 

I wish you were in Ei^gland, that you might a little 
lodL over the straofe stiiflQ that I am to gire oiu- friends 
Sdt their money. I shall be angiy if you aire near and 
not with me; but when I see you, that we^ty question 
01^ easily be decided. In the mean time I am taking 
your good counsel, and will be in the country as much 
asl can. 

You have found two mistakes in the list, but haTc not 
corrected them. I fwesume we shall have it of the best 
edition, when you send the list bad^ again ; of whiehi I 
say, DO haste is required. 

Give any service and thanks to aU friends; ifeewe 
only to yourwlf the aaairance of my bein^ beyond ei> 
pnarioo, firieud, youre^ &c. 



FROM MR. ADDISON. 

DEAB SIR, Marih 20, 1 71 7-18. 

MoLTiPLiciTT of butiaem, and o long dangerous fit 
of sickness, have ^vented me from answering the ob> 
ligiog letter you honoured me with some time since: 
but, God be thanked, I cannot make use of either of 
these excused at present, being entirely free both of 
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my office* and my asthma. I dare not however ven- 
ture myself abroad yet, but have sent the contents of 
your last to a friend of mine (for he is very much so, 
though he is my successor!) who I hope will turn it to 
the advantage of the gentlemen whom you mention. I 
know you have so much zeal and pleasure in doing 
kind offices for those you wish well to, that I hope you 
represent the hardship of the case in the strongest co- 
lours, that it can possibly bear. However, as I always 
honoured you for your good nature, which is a yeiy 
odd quality to celebrate in a man who has talents so 
much more shining in tlie eyes of the world, I should be 
glad if I could any way concur with you» in (Xittiog a 
stop to what you say is now in agitation. 

I must here condole with you upon the Iosb of thai 
excellent man, the Bishop of Derry,| who has scarce 
left behind him his equal in humanity, agreeable con- 
versation, and all kinds of learning. We have often 
talked of you with great pleasure ; and, upon tUs occa- 
sion, I cannot but reflect upon myself who at the same 
time that I omit no opportunity of expressing my esteem 
ibr you to othei*s, have been so negligent in doing it to 
yourself. I have several times taken up my pen to 
write to you, but have been always interrupted by 
some impertinence or other ; and to tell you uoreser- 
vedly, I have been unwilling to answer so agreeable a 
letter as that I received from you, with one written io 
form only ; but I must still have continued silent, had 
I deferred writing, till I could have made a siutabte 
return. Shall we never again talk together id laconic? 

* Of secretary of state, which post Mr. Addison retigDed oo the 
fourteenth of March, 1717-18, and had a pension granted him of dfle 
thousand five hundred pounds a year. H. 

f James Craggs, Esq. B- 

\ Dr. St. George Ashe. See Jaa 28, 171^ 
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Whenever joa see Eogland, joai compaoj will be the 
most acceptable io the world at HoHaod faoiue,^ wheie 
jou are highly esteemed by lady Warwick, aod the 
7ouo«^ lord ; thou^ by none any where more than by^ 
sir, four most faithfid and most obedient homble ter- 
Tint, J.ADDISON. 



FROM LORD HARLEY. 

A^ 12, 1718. 
His lordildp writes to the Dean, "* that he hopes to 
see him at Wimple tius year; that Lord Oxford waft 
well, and talked of going into Herefordshbre." He adds^ 
" Yoor sisterf is obliged to go to Bath, presents hex 
hamUe service, and desires jou to accept of a little 
etBH. I beg JOU will not deny me the favour to take 
the anffbox, which comes along with it, lo supply the 
place of that which was broke by acddeot some tinw 
agoi I am, with true respect, 

You' most humble servant and brother, 

HARLEY.^ 



* The Dean had k4piip at-KnmoctoB in the juimaei of 1712; 
aad Mr. Addiwn Urtd there at the nme time, htiag aomt yean be- 
fore his marriage with the CounteH of Warwick. The iunooi speak- 
mg doctor at KensiastDii, ridiculed by Swift in the Tatler, was 
Jaixs Fordy who prafand the art cioanof^ stammering, and reinoi^ 
ina other iaqiediments in the tfftrh, and taught foreisners the pr»- 
BOttciation of the Rnglish ianptage. 

f Lady Harlej ; so called finom her hosband being a member wi^ 
Swiaof the cM» which called thcmselfci brothers. K. 
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FROM MR. PRIOR. 

DEAR SIR, JUay 1, 1718. 

A PRETTY kind of aiDUBemeDt I have been en^;aged 
in : commas, semicolous, italics, and capitals, to make 
uonseose more pompous, and furbelow bad poetrj with 
good printing. My frieads^ letters, in the mean tim€, 
have lain unanswered : and the obligations I have to 
them, on account of the very book itself are unacknow- 
ledged. This is not all ; I must beg you once more to 
transfer to us an entire list of my subscribers, with their 
distinct titles, that they may, for my honour, be printed 
at the beginning of my book. This will easily be doae 
by revising the list, which we sent to you. I muat pray 
of you, that it may be exact. The mouey I receive of 
Mitford as mentioned in your last. 

The Earl of Oxford has not at all disappointed mj 
expectations. He is semper idem, and has at much bu- 
siness to do now, as when he was governing Englaiid, or 
impeached for treason. He is still in town, but going 
in a week or ten days into Herefordshire. Lord and 
Lady Harley are at the Bath, and as soon as I shall 
have settled my aflfaii-s of the printing press, (sad bun- 
ness ! as you very well call it) I shall go into the coim* 
try to them. 

My health, I thank you, is pretty good. My courage 
better. I drink very often to your health, with some 
of our friends here ; ami am always, with the greatest 
(ruth nnd affection, dear sir. 

Your obliged and nsost obedient servant, 

M. PRIOR. 
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FROM THE SAME. 
DEXR in, i(f<^29, 1718. 

• 

I HAVB received 701m <rf iht Mi, with die list eor* 
reeted. I hmve tiro colon and cemna men. We-eor* 
rest, and desigD to puUish, as fast as the nature of this 
great or aony w<vk, as you call it, will bear; but we 
shall not be out before Christmas, so that our friends 
abroad -may complete their collection till Michaelmas, 
•ad be returned soon enough to have their natn^ 
printed and tiieir books got ready for them. I thMc 
you most heartily for what you have been pleased to 
do in this kind. Give yourself no farther trouble : but 

m 

if any gentlemaa, between this and Michaelmas, desires 
to subscribe, do not reAise it I have received the 
money of Mr. Mitford. 

I am going to-morrow morning to the Bath, to meet 
JLord HikHcy there. I ftell be back in a month. 

The £ar1 of Oxford is still here. He will go into 
Hereferdtshire some time in June. He says he will 
write to you himself. Am I paiiicnlar enough ? Is this 
prose? And do I distloguisli tenses? I have nothing 
Bwire to tell you, but that you are the happiest roan in 
the world : and if you are once got into la bageOelle, you 
may despise the world. Beside contriving emblems, 
such as cupids, torches, and hearts for great letters, I am 
* BOW unbinding two volumes <^ printed heads, to have 
them bound together in better order than they were 
before. Do not you envy roe? For the rest, matters 
coDtinse stent oUm. I will not tell you how much I 
want you, and I cannot tell you how well I love you. 
Write to me, my dear dean, and give my service to air 
our friends. Your's ever, 

M. PRIOR. 
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FROM PETER LUDLOW, ESQ. * 

September 10, 1718. 

I 9END you the enclosed pamphlet by a private hand, 
not daring to venture it by the common post; for it is a 
melancholy circumstance we are now in, that frieuds are 
afraid to carry on even a bare correspondence, mucb 
more to write news, or sedd papers of consequence (as I 
take the enclosed to be) that way. But I suppose I 
need make no apology for not sending it by post, for you 
must knoAT, and own too, tliat my fears are by no means 
groundless. For, your friend Mr. Manleyf has been 
guilty of opening letters that were not directed to him, 
nor his wife, nor really to one of his acquaintance. In- 
deed, I own, it so happened, that they were of no con- 
sequence, but secrets of state, secrets of families, and 
other secrets (that one A?ould by no means let Mr. Mao* 
ley know) might have been discovered ; beside a thou* 
sand, nay, for aught I know, more than a thousand ca* 
lamities might have ensued; I need not (I believe) 
enumerate them to you ; but, to be plain with you, no 
man nor woman would (with their eyes open) be obliged 
to show all they had to Mr. Manley. These I think 
suiHcient reasons (or sending it in the manner I do ; but 
submit them and myself to your candour and censure. 

The paper, I believe, you'll find very artfully writ- 
ten, and a great deal couched under the appearance (I 
own at first) of blunders, and a silly tale. For who^ 
with half an eye, may not perceive, that by the old wo- 
man's being drowned at Ratcliff-highway, and not dead 

" Of Arsulagh, in the county of Mcath, Esq. grandaon of the 
famous Liidloir, who wrote the Memoirs of his own times, F. 

t Fortmafcter genoral of Ireland, whom Dr. Swia had greaUj be- 
friended iu Queen Anne's time. D. S. 
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yet, s neaui the dmich, vfaich may be sask or drown- 
ed, bal io ill probabiliij will rise igaio. Then the 
man, who was followed, and overtaken, h easily guessed 
aL Hie could not tell (the ingenious anthcn' says) whe- 
ther die was dead : true ! but nay be he will tell soon. 
But then the author goes on (who must be suppotpl a 
la^ cbmcluDan) and inquires of a man riding a hone- 
Imck npoo a naie. That's preposterous, and must al- 
lude Io a great man who has been guilty (or he is foully 
bdied) of very preposterous actions ; when .the author 
comes up to him, the man takes him for a robber, <ir to- 
ly, and ran from huB, but you find he pursued him furi- 
ously. Mark that : and the horse. This is indeed car^ 
rying a figure farther than Homer does : he makes the 
shield or its device an epithet sometimes to his warrior, 
but never, as I remember, puts it in place of the person; 
but there is a figure for this in rhetorick, which I own I 
do not remember ; by which we often say, he is a good 
fiddle, or rather, as by die gown is often meant particular 
paiaooB. Well then, you find the horse, seeing himself 
dead, or undone, ran away as fast as he conid, and left 
the preposterous fellow logo afoot. During tblstheir mts- 
fivtunfi, the candid author (whom I cannot mention with- 
out a profound respect) calk them friends, and means to 
do them no harm ; only inquires after the welfare of the 
church. Ah ! dear sir, this Is the true character of the 
tories. And here I cannot but compare the generosity 
and good nature of .the one, with the sullen ingratitude 
of the other ; we find the horse gone, and they footing 
it give a surly answer ; while the other (though a con- 
queror) offers his friendship, and asks the question with 
a *^ pray inform me.'' 

I have gone, my dear friend, thus far with the papa*, 
to show you how excellent a piece I take it to be, and 
must beg the favour of you to give me your opinko of 
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it, and send me your aDimadversioDs upon the whole ; 
vhich I am confident 70U will not refine me, when 70U 
consider of how great an advantage thej will be to the 
^hole earth, who, may be, to this day, have read over 
thei^c sheets with too superficial an understanding ; and 
espedally since it is the request of, learned, sir, 

Your most dutiful and obedient humble servant, 

SIR POLITICK WOULD-BE. 

I submit it to your better judgment (when you make 
a more curious inquiry into the arcana of this piece) to 
consider whether, by Sir John Vangs (who you find lives 
by the water-side) must not be meant the Dutch ; unce 
you find too, that lie eats bag pudding freessing hot; this 
may seem a paradox, but I have been assured by a curi- 
ous friend of mine of great veracity, who had lived 
many winters in Holland, that nothing is more commoa 
than for hot pudding to freeze in that cold country : but 
then what convinces me that by Sir John the Dutch 
must be meant, is, that you find he creeps out of a stop- 
perhole, w hlch alludes to their mean origin. I muft dh 
serve too, that gammer Yangs had an old woman to her 
sou. That's a bob for Glorious.* But I am under 
great concern to find so hard a sentence past upoo poor 
Swift, because he's little. I thin& him better than any 
of them, and hope to see him greater. 

*■• The common appellation in Ireland for King WiUiaa III. D. 0. 
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FROM MR. PRIORI 

Mf t)EAR DEAN, LondoH, Sqtt, 23, 1718. 

I HAVE DOW madfe an end of what you, in jouir 
baughty manoer, have called wretched work. My 
book is quite printed olT; and if you are as much upoir 
the bagatelle as you pretend to be, you will find more 
pleasure in it than you imagine. We are going to print 
the subscribers* names : if, therefore, you have any by 
you, which are not yet remitted, pray send them over 
by the next post If you have not, pray send me word 
of tliat too ; that, in all cases, I may at last hear ftom 
you. The Earl of Oxford has been in town all this 
summeir,. is now going into Herefordshire, and says I 
shall see.you very soon in £ogland. I would tell you 
\vitb what pleasure this would be, if I knew upon, what 
certainty the hopes of it were founded. Write me word- 
of this too ; for upon it I would order my matters so^ 
that I may be as much with you as I can ; and this you 
will find DO little favour ; for, I assure you, wc are all 
so changed, that there is very Utile choice of such com- 
pai^ as yon would like ; and except about eighteea 
hundred that have subscribed (o my book, I do not hear 
of as many more in this nation, that have common sense. 
My cousin Pennyfeather and Will. Phillips drink your 
health. I cough, but I am otherwise well ; and till I 
cease to cough, t. e. to live, I am, with entire friendship 
aud aflection, dear sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

M. PRIOR. 

* On the back of this letter the Dean has written, ** Levanda eft 
enim paupertas eonim homioura, qui diu reipublic® viventeF, paup'* 
res sant, et noUorum inagis.^^ N. 
VOL. XVI. I 
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FROM MR. ADDISON. 

DEAR SIR, Bristol, Oct. 1, 1718. 

I HAVE received the honour of your letter at Bristol, 
where I have just finished a course of water drinking, 
ivhich I hope has pretty well recovered me from the 
leavings of my last winter's sickness. As for the subject 
of your letter, though you know an affair of that nature 
cannot well nor safely be treated of in writing, I desired 
a friend of mine to acquaint Sir Ralph Gore,* that I 
was under a pre-engage m en t, and not at my own choice 
to act in it, and have since troubled my Lady Ashe with 
a letter to the same effect, A\hich I hope has not miscar- 
ried. However, upon my return to London, I will far- 
ther inquhe into that matter, and see if there is any 
room left for me to negotiate as you propose. 

I live still in hopes of seeing you in England, and if 
you woidd take my house at Biltont in your way, (which 
lies upon the road within a mile of Rugby) I would 
strain hard to meet you there, provided you would make 
ine happy in your company for some days. The great- 
est pleasure I have met with for some months, is in the 
conversation of my old friend Dr. Smalridge^ ^^ 
since the death of the excellent man you mention, is to 
nic the most candid and agreeable of all bishops; I 
would say clergymen, were not deans comprehended no- 
dcr that title. We have often talked of you ; and when 
T assure you he has an exquisite taste of writing, I need 
not tell you how he talks on such a subject. I look 

* Some time after speaker of the house of couiniooii, anU one of the 
lords ju>tices of Ireland. N. 

t A small village in Warw ick^hire, where Mr. Addison *s <m\y 
'.l.ui^hter lonj; re-'ided, nnd diinl in 17'17. ;u avrry advanced age. N. 

i Who had been tjro.'KCcd to t;i«? bi-hojnic (if Bri.otol in ITTJ. IV. 
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upoD it as my good fortune, that I can express 107 es- 
teem of 7011, eyen to those who are not of the bishop^s 
part7, without giving ofTeDce. Wheo* a man has^Jo 
much compass in his character, he Bfibrds his friends 
tdpics enough to enlarge upon, that all sides admire. 
I am sure a sincere and zealous fnendl7 behaviour dis- 
tinguishes 70U as much as 70ur man7 more shining ta- 
lents ; and as I have received particidar instances of it, 
70U must have a ver7 bad opinion of me, if 70U do not 
think I heartil7 love and respect 70U; and that I an 
ever, dear sir. 

Your most obedient, 

and most humble servant, 

J. ADDISON. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

DEAB SIB, London, Oct. 14, 1718. 

This serves for an envelop to the enclosed; for I 
cannot tell whether 70U care to hear from an7 of 70ur 
friends on this side. In jour last, I think, 70U desired 
me to let 70U alone to enjo7 7our own spleen. Can 70U 
purchase 7our fift7 pounds a 7ear in Wales as yet ? I 
can tell you, beforehand, Lewis scorns to live with you 
there. He keeps compan7 with the greatest, and is 
principal governor in man7 families. I have been in 
France : six weeks at Paris, and as much at Rouen ; 
where, I can assure 70U, I hardl7 heard a word of news 
or politics, except a little clutter about sending some im- 
pertinent presidens du parliament lo prison, that had 
the impudence to talk for the laws and liberties of their 
country. I was asked for monsieur Swift b7 man7 
people, I can assure 70U ; and particularly b7 the Duke 
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d'AumoDt. I was respectfully and kindly treated by 
many folks, and even by the great Mr. Law.* Amongst 
other things, I had the honour to carry an Irish ladyf to 
court, tnat was admired beyond all the ladies in France 
for her beauty. She had gieat honours done her. The 
hussar himself was ordered to bring her the king's cat to 
kiss. Her name is Bennet. Among other folks I saw 
your old friend Lord Bolingbroke, who asked for you. 
He looks just as he did. Your friends here are in good 
health : not'dianged in their sentiments toward you. I 
left my two girls in France witli their uncle, which was 
my chief business. ^ I do not know that I have any 

* The contriver of the Mississippi scheme. H. 
f The celebrated beauty, Miss Nelly Bcnuet, on ivhom these lines 
Tere written: 

For when as Nelly came to France, 

V Invited by her cousins) 
Across the Thuillcrics, each glance 

Killed Frenchmen by whole dozens. 

The King, as he at dinner sat, 

Did beckon to his hussar, 
And bid him bring his tabby cat, 

For charming Nell to buss her. 

The ladies were with rage provok'd, 

To see her so respected : 
The men look'd arch, as Nelly strokM, 

And puss her tail erected. 

6(it not a roan did look employ. 

Except on pretty Nelly ; 
Then said the Duke de Villeroi, 

Jh! gu^elle cstbienjolie'f 

The courtiers all, with one accord. 

Broke out in Nelly's praises; 
AdmirM her rose, and lis sans /arde^/ 

Which are your terms Francoises. H, 
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friends on your side, befide Mr. Ford, to whom give niy 
service, and to Dr. Parnell and Mr. Jervis.* 

If it be possible for you, obey the contents of the en- 
closed ; which, I suppose, is a kind invitation^ The 
Dragonf is just as he was, only all bis old habits ten times 
stronger upon hira than ever. Let me beg of you not to 
forget me, for I can never cease to love and esteem you; 
being ever 

Your most afTectidnate 

and obliged humble servant, 

JO. ARBUTHNOT. 



FROM THE SAME. 

BEAR BROTHER, LondoH, DcC. 11, 1718. 

For 80 1 had called you before, were it not for a cer- 
tain reverence I pay to deans. I find you wisli bolh me 
and yourself to live to be old and rich. The second 
goes in course along with the first ; but you cannot give 
seven (that is the tythe of seveaty) good reasons for 
either. Glad at my heart should I be, if Dr. Helsham|^ 
or I could do you any good. My service to Dr. Hel- 
diam; he does not want my advice in the case. I have 
done good lately to a patient and a friend in that com- 
plaint of a vertigo, by cinnabar of antimony and castor, 
made up into boluses with eonfect of alkermes. I had 
no great opinion of the cinnabar ; but trying it amongst 
other things, ray friend found good of this prescription. 

* The very eminent painter. 

t The Earl of Oxford. N. 

X Senior fellow of Trinity College, Dablni, and a most eminent 
mathematician; author of "Lectures on Natural and Ex erimenta 
Philosophy," and qf whom see some pleasantries, in the poetical part 
of this coUectiod. N. 
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I had tiied the castor alone before, not mth so much 
success. Small quantities of iinctura sacra^ now and 
then will do you good. There are twenty lords, I be. 
lieve, would send you horses, if they knew how. One 
or two have offered to me, who, I believe, would be as 
good as their word. Mr. Rowe, the poet laureat, is 
dead, and has left a damned jade of a Pegasus. I will 
answer for it, he will not do as your mare did, liaviog 
more need of Lucau's present, than Sir Richard Black- 
more. I would fain have Pope get a patent for life 
for the place, with a power of putting in Durfey his de- 
puty. 

I sent for the two Rosiograves, and examined the 
matter of fact. The younger had no concerD io the 
note of 20Z. The elder says, that he thought the 20L 
due to him, for the pains and some expense he had been 
at about tlie young fellow ; and his master Bethel, who 
had given Mr. Rosingrave the elder ten guineas before, 
thought the same reasonable. He says, he did not take 
it by way of bribe, but as his due ; and did never in- 
tend to make use of it but when the young fellow was 
in circumstances to pay him. The younger Rosingrave 
was bogir^'d and Intrcated both by Bethel and the young 
fellow (who would not go without him) to accompany 
him to Ireland ; and did believe that bearing his ex- 
pc uses, which was clone by Bethel, was the least he could 
take. 'J' here is one tiling in this fellow's paper that I 
knO'V to be a lie, his being ill used by Rosingrave at 
Lord Ciurjarvon's. He sung there, I believe, ooce or 
twice for his own instruction or trial ; and Lord Camar- 
voi; j;avc liim a guinea. He went some times to hear 
the music for his improvement. This is what they tell 
me. lioMevrr, I have reprimanded the elder Rosia- 
grivo f<T t:ikin<r tli^ notr. When thit! ft llow came first 
to town. T tlionsjht his voice mi;ght do, but found it did 
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not improve. It is mighty hard to get such a swt of a 
voice. There is an excellent one io the kiog^s chapel ; 
but he will not go. The top ooe of the world is lo Bris- 
tol choir : and I believe might be managed ; though your 
Rodograve is really much improved ; so do not totally 
exclude the young fellow till you have more maturely 
considered the matter. 

The Dragon* is come to town, and was entering upoQ 
the detail of the reasons of state that kept him from ap- 
pearing at the beginning, &c. when I did believe at the 
same time, it was only a law of nature, to wliich the Dra- 
gon is most subject, Retnanere in sialu in quo est, nisi de- 
turbetur ab cxtrinseco. Lord Ilarley and Lady Harley 
give you their service. Lewis is in the country with 
Lord Bathurst, and has writ me a most dreadful story 
of a mad d(^ that bit their huntsman; since which ac- 
cident, I am told, he has shortened his stirrups three 
bores; they were not long before. Lord Oxford pre- 
sented him with two horses. He has sold one, and sent 
tlie other to grass, anec hcaucmip de sagesse. I do not 
believe the story of Lord Bolingbroke^s marriage, for I 
have been consulted about the lady ; and, by some de- 
fects in her constitution, I should not think her appetite 
lay much toward matrimony. There is some talk about 
reversing his attainder ; but I wish he may not be dis- 
appointed. I am for all precedents of that kind. They 
fcay the pretender is likely to have liis chief minister im- 
peached too. He has his wife prisoner like a »***. 
The footmen of the bouse of commons chose their speak- 
er, and impeach, &c. I tliink it were proper, that all 
monarchs should serve their apprenticeships as preten- 
ders, that we might discover their defects. Did you 
€ver expect to live to see the Duke of Ormond fighting 

^ The Earl of Oxford. >'• 
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I had tried the castor alone before, not if^ith so much 
success. Small quantities of iinctura sacra^ now and 
then will do you good. There are twenty lords, I be. 
lieve, would send you horses, if they knew how. One 
or two have offered to me, who, I believe, would be as 
good as their word. Mr. Rowe, the poet laureat, is 
dead, and has left a damned jade of a Pegasus. I will 
answer for il, he will not, do as your mare did, having 
more need of Lucau's present, than Sir Richard Black- 
more. I would fain have Pope get a patent for life 
for the place, with a power of putting in Durfey his de- 
puty. 

I sent for the two Rosiograves, and examined the 
matter of fact. The younger had no concerD in the 
note of 20Z. The elder says, that he thought the 20L 
due to him, for the pains and some expense he had been 
at about tlie young fellow ; and his master Bethel, who 
had given Mr. Rosiugrave the elder ten guineas before, 
thought the same reasonable. He says, he did not take 
it by way of bribe, but as his due ; and did never in- 
tend to make use of it but when the young feWow vas 
in circumstances to pay him. The younger RosingniYe 
was begged and intrcated both by Bethel and the youpg 
fellow (who would not go without him) to accompany 
him to Ireland ; and did believe that bearing his ex- 
pti'scs, >vhich was done by Bethel, was the least he could 
take. Thrre is one thing in this fellow's paper that I 
knov, to be a lie, his being ill used by Rosiugrave at 
Lord Carnarvon's. He sung there, I believe, once or 
twice for hh own instruction or trial ; and Lord Carnar- 
von j;ave liim a guinea. He went some times to hear 
the music for his improvement. This is what they tell 
me. However, I have reprimanded the elder Rosin- 
grave for tp.kino: th^ note. When this follow came first 
to town. T thought his voice might do, but found it did 
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not improve. It is mighty hard to get such a sort of a 
voice. There is an excellent ooe io the kiog's chapel ; 
but he will not go. The top ooe of the world is in Bris- 
tol choir : and I believe might be managed ; though your 
Rosingrave is really much improved ; so do not totally 
exclude the young fellow till you have more maturely 
considered the matter. 

The Dragon''^ is come to town, and was entering upoQ 
the detail of the reasons of state that kept him from ap- 
pearing at the beginning, Sec. when I did believe at the 
same time, it was only a law of nature, to which the Dra- 
gon is most subject, Remantre in statu in quo est, nisi de- 
turbetur ab cxtrinseco. Lord Ilarley and Lady Harley 
give you tlieir service. Lenis is in the country with 
Lord Bat hurst, and has writ me a most dreadful story 
of a mad dog that bit their huntsman ; since which ac- 
cident, I am told, he has shortened his stirrups three 
bores; they were not long before. Lord Oxford pre- 
sented him with two horses. He has sold one, and sent 
Uie other to grass, avcc bcaucaup de sagesse. I do not 
believe the story of Lord Bolingbroke's marriage, for I 
have been consulted about the lady ; and, by some de^ 
fects in her constitution, I should not think her appetite 
lay much toward matrimony. There is some talk about 
reversing his attainder ; but I wish he may not be dis- 
appointed. I am for all precedents of tliat kind. They 
6ay the pretender is likely to have his chief minister im- 
peached too. lie has his wife prisoner like a »***. 
The footmen of the bouse of commons chose their speak- 
er, and impeach, <SL'c. I tliink it were proper, that all 
monarchs should serve their apprenticeships as preten- 
ders, that we might discover their defects. Did you 
€ver expect to live to see the Duke of Ormond fighting 

^ The Earl of Oxford. >' 
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against the protest ant succession, and the Duke of Bcr^ 
wick fighllDg for it ? France, in confederacy with Eng- 
land, to reduce the exorbitant power ofSpain ? I reallj 
think there is no such good reason for living till seventy, 
as curiosity. You say you are ready to resent it as an 
aflfrout, if I thought a beautiful lady a curiosity in Ire- 
land ; but pray is it an affront to say that a lady hardly 
known or observed for her beauty in Ireland is a curiosi- 
ty In France ? All deans naturally fall into paralogismsl 
My wife gives her kind love and seiTice, and, which is 
the first thuig tliat occurs to all wives, wislics you w^ll 
snaiTied. 
I have not clean paper more than to bid you adieU. 



FROIM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Marcel?, 1718-19. 
I HAVE not these several years tasted so sensible 8 
pleasure, as your letters of the Gth of January and 6th 
of February gave me ; and I know enough of the ten- 
derness of your heart, to be assured, that the letter I am 
writing will produce much the same effect on you. I 
feel my own pleasure, and I feel your's. The truest re- 
flection, and at the same tame, the bitterest satire which 
can be made on the present age, is this ; that to think as 
you think, will make a man pass for romantic. Sinceri* 
ty, constancy, tenderness, are rarely to be found. They 
are so much out of use, that the man of .mode imagines 
them to be out of nature. We meet with few Mends; the 
greatest part of those who pass for such, are« properly 
s[>eaking, nothing more than acquaintance; and no won- 
der, since Tull} 's maxim is certainly tnie, that friend- 
ship can sub<^ist nan nisi inter bonas* At that a|;e of 
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life, when tha*e is balm in the blood, and that confidence 
ia the mind, ivhich the innocency of oiur own heart in- 
spires, and the experience of other men's destro}-s, I was 
apt to confound my acquaintance and my friends together. 
I never doubted but that I had a numerous cohort of the 
laitter. I expected, if ever I fell into misfortune, to have 
98 many, and as remarkable instances of friendship to 
pnxluce, as the Scythia^^ one of Lucian^s Dialogues, 
draws from his nation. '|pto these misfortunes I have 
fallen. Thus far my propitious stars have not disap- 
pointed my expectations. The rest have almost entire- 
ly failed me. The fire of my adversity has purged the 
nass of my acquaintance ; and the separation made, I 
discover, on one side, a handful of friends ; but on the 
other, a legion of enemies, at least of strangers. Happily, 
thb fiery trial has had an effect On me, which makes me 
some amends. I have found less resources in other peo- 
ple, and more in myself, than I expected. I make good, 
at diis hour, the motto which I took nine years ago, wbeu 
I was weak enough to list again under the conduct of a 
man,* of whom nature meant to make a spy, or, at most, 
a captain of miners ; and whom fortune, in one of her 
whimsical moods, made a general. 

I enjoy, at this hour, with very tolerable health, great 
tranquillity of mind. You will, I am sure, hear this 
with satisfaction; and sure it is, ihat I tell it you with- 
out the least affectation. I live^ my friend, in a nar- 
rower circle than ever ; but I thitik in a larger. When I 
kx^ back on what is past, I observe a multitude of errors, 
but DO crimes. I have been far from following the ad- 
vice which Caeiius gave to Cicero : Id melius siatuere 
ft/ml iuthis sit : and I think, may say to myself what 
DolabeBa says in one of h'ls letters to the same Cieero : 

* The Earl of Oxford. B. 
I 2 
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against the protest ant succession, and the Duke of Bcr^ 
wick fighllDg for it ? France, in confederacy with Eng- 
land, to reduce the exorbitant power ofSpain ? I reallj 
think there is no such good reason for living till seventy, 
as curiosity. You say you are ready to resent it as an 
afiiout, if I thought a beautiful lady a curiosity in Ire- 
land ; but pray is it an affront to say that a lady hardly 
known or observed for her beauty in Ireland is a curiosi- 
ty In France ? All deans naturally fall into paralogismsl 
My wife gives her kind love and service, and, which is 
tlie first thing tliat occurs to all wives, wislics you w^ll 
inanied. 
I have not clean paper more than to bid you adicU. 



FROIM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

March nylllB'19. 
I HAVE not these several years tasted so sensible 8 
pleasure, as your letters of tlie Gth of January and 6th 
of February gave me ; and I know enough of the ten- 
derness of your heart, to be assured, that the letter I am 
writing will produce much the same effect on you. I 
feel my own pleasure, and I feel your's. The truest re- 
flection, and at the same tame, the bitterest satire which 
can be made on the present age, is this ; that to think as 
you think, will make a man pass for romantic. Sinceri* 
ty, constancy, tenderness, are rarely to be found. They 
are so much out of use, that the man of .mode imagines 
them to be out of nature. We meet with few Mends; the 
greatest part of those who pass for such, are^ properly 
speaking, nothing more than acquaintance; and no won- 
der, since Tull} 's maxim is certainly tnie, that friend- 
sliip can subsist non nisi inter honos* At that Bgt of 
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life, when there is balm in the blood, and that confidence 
in the mind, which the innocency of oiir own heart in- 
spires, and the experience of other men's destro}s, I was 
apt to confound my acquaintance and my friends together. 
I never doubted but that I had a numerous cohort of the 
latter. I expected, if ever I fell |nto misfortune, to have 
as many, and as remarkable instances of friendship to 
produce, as the Scythia^^ one of Lucian^s Dialogues, 
draws from his nation. '|pto these misfortunes I have 
fallen. Thus far my propitious stars have not disap- 
pointed my expectations. The rest have almost entire- 
ty failed me. The fire of my adversity has purged the 
mass of my acquaintance ; and the separation made, I 
discover, on one side, a handful of friends ; but on the 
other, a legion of enemies, at least of sti-angers. Happily, 
this fiery trial has had an effect On me, which makes me 
some amends. I have found less resources in other peo- 
ple, and more in myself, than I expected. I make good, 
at this hour, the motto which I took nine years ago, wbeu 
I was weak enough to list again under the conduct of a 
man,* of whom nature meant to make a spy, or, at most, 
a captain of miners ; and whom fortune, in one of her 
whimdcal moods, made a general. 

I enjoy, at this hour, with very tolerable health, great 
tranquillity of mind. You will, I am sure, hear this 
with satisfaction; and sure it is, that I tell it you with- 
out the least affectation. I live, my friend, in a nar- 
rower circle than ever ; but I thifik in a larger. When I 
look back on what is past, I observe a multitude of errors, 
but no crimes. I have been far from following the ad- 
vice which Caelius gave to Cicero : Id melius siaiuere 
fuod tutius sit : and I think, may say to myself what 
Dolabella says in one of his letters to the same Cieero : 

* The Earl of Oxford. B. 
I 2 
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Salisf actum est jam a te^ vel officio^ vel familiariiati : 
satisfaclum etiam partibus^ et ei republican quam tu prfh 
bas, Reliquum est, itbi nunc est respublica : ibi simus 
potius, quitm, dum iUam vcterem sequamur, simus in 
nulla. What my mpmory has furnished on this head 
(for I liave neither books nor papers here concerning 
liome affairs) is writ with «(reat truth, and with as much 
clearness as I couLi give it. If ever we meet, you will, 
perhaps, not tliink two or three hours absolutely thrown 
away in reading it. One thing I will venture to assure 
you of beforehand,- which is, that you will think I never 
deserved more to be commended than while I was the 
most blamed ; and, that you will pronounce the brightest 
part of my character to be that which has been disguis- 
ed by the nature of things, misrepresented by the malice 
of men, and which is Still behind a cloud. In what is 
passed, therefore, I find no great source of uneasiness. 
As to ihe present, my fortune is extremely reduced : but 
my desires are still more so. Nothing is more certain 
than this truth, tliat all our wants, beyond those which 
a very moderate income w ill supply, are puiely imagi- 
nary; and that his happiness is greater, and'better as- 
sured, who bnngs his mind up to a temper of not feeling 
them, than his who feels them, and has wherewithal to 
supply them. 



it 



-V'icles qnte maxima crcdis 



*' Esse mala, exigmim ccnsum, tiirpemqnc repulsau, 
" AaaDto devites, &c.'** 

Wliich I paraphrased thus, not long ago, in my post- 
chaise : 
Survey mankind, observe what risks they run, 
IrVhat fancied ills, thro' real dangers, shuo; 

* Horace, Book I. Epist. i. 
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Those fancied ills, so dreadful to (be great, 

A lo&t election, or impaired estate. 

Obsenre the merchant, irho, intent on gain, 

Affronts the terrors of the Indian main ; 

Tho'stornis arise, and broken rocks appear. 

He flies from poverty, knows no other fear. 

Vain men ! who might arrive, with toil far les$ 

Bj smoother paths, at greater happiness. 

Fur Uis superior bliss not to desire 

That trifling good, which fond I j you admire. 

Possess precarious, and too dear acquire. 

What hackney gladiator can you find. 

By whom the Olympic crown would be declia'd ? 

Who, rather than that glorious palm to seize. 

With safety combat, and prevail with ease, 

. Would choose on some inglorious stage to tread. 
And, fighting, stroll from wake to wake for bread ? 

, As to what is to happen, I am not anxious about it: 

00 vhkh subject I have twenty fine quotations at the 
end of my pen : but, I think, it is better to own frankly 
to you, that upon a principle (which I have long esta- 
bUsbed) we are a great deal more mechanical than our 
Tanity will give us leave to allow ; I have familiarized 
the worst prospects to my sight ; and, by staring want, 
solitude, neglect, and the rest of that train in the face, I 
have disarmed tliem of their terrors. I have heard of 
somebody, who, while he was in the Tower, used every 
morning, to lie down on the block, and so act over his 
last scene. 

Xothif^ disturbs me, but the uncertainty of my situa- 
tioo, which the zeal of a few friends, and the inveteracy 
of a great many enemies, entertain. The more prepared 

1 am to pass the remainder of my life in exile, the more 

sensibly shall I feel the pleasure of returning to you, if 

bis majesty's uncooditiooal favour (the oflers of which 

I 3 



204 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

preveoted even my wishes) proves at last effeetuaL I 
cannot apply to myself, as you bid me do ;. 

• '. ' 

Non Hbi parvum 
iTigenium^ mn incuUum est^ 

and what follows; and, if ever we live in the same cotitK 
try together, you shall riot apply to me, • 

Quod si 
Frigida euranan fomenio relinqiure posses^ 

I have writ to you, before I was aware of it, a loo^ 
letter. The pleasure of breaking so long a silence trans* 
ports me ; and your sentiment is a sufficient excuse* It 
is not so easy to find one for talking so much about my- 
self ; but I shall want none with you upon this score* 
Adieu. 

This letter will get safe to London ; and from thence^ 
I hope, the friend, to whom I recommend it, will find 
means of conveying it to you. For God's sake, oo more 
apologies for your quotations, unless you mean, by ac- 
cusing yourself, to correct me. 

There never was a better application than your'c^'of 
the story of Pierochole. Things are come to that paas^ 
the storks will never come; and they must be porters ali 
their lives. They are something worse; for I bad 
rather be a porter tlian a tool : I would sooner lend out 
my back to hire, than my name. They are at this time 
the instruments of a saucy gardner, who has got a gold 
cross on his stomach, and a red cap on his head. 

A poor gentleman, who puts me ofteDiu mind of one o{ 
Scandal's pictures in Congreve's play of ^* Love for 
Love,'^ where a soldier is represented with bis heart 
wh(>ie his head should be, and no head at all, is the con- 
«lucior of this doughty enterprise ;.wUch will end in mak- 
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11^; their eause a little more desperate than it is. Again 
adieu. 

Let me hear from you by the same convejaDce that 
brings you this. I am in pain about your health. From 
the 6th of January to the 16th of February is a lung 
course of illness. 



TO LORD BOLINGRROKE, 

MY LORD, May , 1719. 

I FOBGET whether I formerly raentioued to you what 
I baye observed in Cicei^o ; that in some of his letter^ 
while he was in exile, there is a sort of melancholy plea- 
aore, which is wonderfully affecting. I believe the rea- 
son must be, that in those circumstances of life, there is 
more feisure for friendship to operate, without any mix- 
ture of envy, interest, or ambition. But, I am afraid, 
this was chiefly when Cicero writ to bis brethren in ex- 
ile, or they to him ; because common distress is a great 
inromoter both of friendship and speculation: for, I 
doubt, prosperity and adversity are too much at vari- 
ance, ever to suffer a near alliance between their owners* 

Friendship, we say, is created by a resemblance ol 
humours. You allow that adversity both taught you to 
think and reason much otiierwise than you did ; where- 
as^ I can assure you, that those who contrived to stay at 
home, and keep what they had, are not changed at all : 
and if they sometimes drink an absent frieud^s health, 
Aey have fully discharged their duty. I have been, for 
seme time, nursing up an observation, which perhaps 
may be a just oce ; that no men are used so ill, upon a 
change of times, as those who acted upon a public view. 
Without regard to themselves. I do not mean from th« 
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circumstaDce of saving more or less money, but because I 
take it, that the same grain of caution, ^vhich disposes a 
man to fill his coffers, will teach him how to preserve 
them upon all events. And I dare hold a wager that 
the Duke of Marlborough, in all liis campaigns, was 
never known to lose his baggage. I am heartily glad to 
hear of that unconditional oHer you mention, because I 
have been taught to believe there is little good nature to 
he had from that quarter ; and if the offer were sincere, 
T know not why it has not succeeded, since every thing 
is granted that can be asked for, unless there be an ex- 
ception only for generous and good natured actiotis. 
When I think of you with a relation to Sir Roger,* I 
imagine a youth of sixteen marrying a woman of thirty 
for love ; she decays every year, while he grows up to 
his prime; and when it is too late, he wonders how he 
could think of so unequal a match, or what is become of 
the beauty he was so fond of. I am told, he outdoes bim- 
sclf in every quality for which we used to quarrel with 
him. I do not think, that leisure of life, and tranquilli- 
ty of miud, which fortune and your own wisdom has 
given you, could be better employed than in drawing up 
very exact memoirs of those affairs, wherein, to my know- 
ledge, you had the most difHcult and weighty part : and 
I have often thought, in comparing periods of time, there 
never was a more important one in England, than that 
which made up the four last years of the late queen. 
Neither do I think any thing could be more entertaining^ 
or useful, than the story of it fully and exactly told, with 
such observations, in such a spirit, style, and method, as 
you alone are capable of performing it Oue reason why 
we have so few memoirs written by principal acton, is, 
because much familiarity with great affairs makes men 

* The Earl of Oxford. K 
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ralue them too little ; yet such persoiu vill read Tadtiu 
and Commines iirtth n^ooderful delist Therefore I 
must be^ two things; first, that jou will not omit any 
passage because jou thiuk it of little moment : and secood- 
Ij, that JOU will write to an ignorant woild, ind not sup- 
pose yoiur reader to be only of the present agt, or to live 
vitliin ten miles of London. There is notliing nore vexes 
oie in old historians, than when thej leave ne in the 
dark in some passages which tbe^' suppose evcrr one to 
knoT. It is this laziness, pride, or incapacity tf great 
laen, that has given way to the impertineots of thenatioD 
vhere you are, to pe>tcr us with memoirs full of trifling 
and romance. Let a Frenchman talk twice with a ninis- 
ler of state, hede«ires no more to furnish out a volume; 
and I, who am no Frencliman, despairing ever to see any 
thiogof what you tell me, have been some time providing 
materials for such a work, only upon the strength of hav- 
ing beep always among you, and used with more kind- 
oes and confidence than it often happens to men of my 
trade ami level. But I am heartily glad of so good a 
reaaon to thiuk no farther that way, although I could 
say many things which you would never allow yourself 
to write. I have already drawn your character at 
length in one tract, and a sketch of it in another. But 
I am senable that when Caesar describes one of hb own 
battles^ we conceive a greater idea of him from thence, 
than from all the praises any other writer can give him. 
I read yoiur paraphrase^ with great pleasure ; and 
the goodness of the poetry convinces me of the truth of 
your phiioeiophy. I agree, that a great part of our wants 
is imaginary ; yet there is a different proportion, even 
in real « ant, between one man and another. A king 
dqprifcd of his kingdom, would be allowed to live in 

• Of Horace, see r- 202. y. 
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real want, although he had ten thousand a year ; and 
the case is parallel in every degree of life. When I 
reason thus on the case of some absent friends, it fre- 
quently takes away all the quiet of my mind. I think 
it indecent to be meny, or take satisfaction in any thing, 
while those who presided in councils or armies, and by 
whom I had the honour to be beloved, are either iu 
humble solitude, or attending, like Hannibal, in foreign 
courts, ionec Bithyno Ubeai vigUare tyranno. My 
health fa thing of no moment) is somewhat mended ; 
but, at best, I have an ill head and an aching heart. 
Fray God send you soon back to your country in peace 
and honour, that I may once more see him citm quo nuh 
rantftn sospe diem Jregi^ Sc, 



FROM MR. PRIOR. 

9EAR SIR, Westimnster^ May 5^ 171^. 

Since I love you with all the ties of inclination and 
friendship, and wish you half the happiness of life, 
health especially, the chiefest, you will pardon me being 
a little peevish, when I received your's of the twenty- 
eighth past, which told me I must not expect to see yoa 
here, aud that you were not perfectly well at Dublin* 
I hope there is a little spleen mixed with your distem- 
per ; iu which case your hoi-se may be your physician, 
and your physician may have the happiness of being 
your companion ; an honour, which many here would 
envy him. As to the sang froid of fifty, who has ft 
not, that is worth conversing with, except Harley and^ 
Bathurst ? at least, make no more that sort of complaint 
to me. hiJiofC commemoratio est qtiwd exprobraiio ; for 
fifty (as Mr. Locke observes) is equal to fifty ; and a 
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cough 18 worse than the spleen. My bookseller is a 
blockhead ; so have they all been, or worse, from Chau- 
cer's scrivener, down to John and Jacob,^ Mr. Hyde 
only excepted, to whom my books in quires nte cons^n- 
ed, and the greatest care taked that they are rightly put 
up. Several of the subscribers to you, requiring their 
books here, have had them. I need not repeat my 
thanks to you, for the trouble this matter has given you ; 
or intreat your favour for Alma and Solomon. I shall 
perform jour commands to the Earl of Oxford, senqter 
idem ; and drink your health with our friends, ifhich is 
in I can do for you at this distance, till your particular 
order enjoins me any thing, by which I may show you, 
that I am, and desire always to continue, with the great- 
er truth and regard, sir, 

Tour most obedient and most humble servant, 

M. PRIOR. 



FROM THE SAME. 

QBy Westmin&terj Dec. S, 1719. 

Hating spent part of my summer very agreeably io 
Canbridgeshire with dear Lord Hariey, I am returned 
vitbout him to my own palace in Duke-street, whence I 
endeavour to exclude all the tumult and noise of the 
Bdg^iboaring court of requests, and to live aut nihU 
Mgemih aut aliud agendo^ till he comes to town. But 
there is worse than this yet. I have treated Lady 
Hmietf at Cambridge ; (good God ! a fellow of a col- 

* John Barber and Jacob Toosoo. N. 

f Lady Harriot Hariey, -^nly daughter of Edward Lord Hariey ; 
steward Duchess of Portbod. B. 
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lege treat !) and spoke verses to her"^ in a gown and cap I 
What ! the plenipotentiary so far concerned in the 
damned peace at Utrecht ; the man, that makes up half 
the volume of tei-se prose, that makes up the repwt of 
the committee, speaking verses ! Sic est, homo sum ; and 
am not ashamed to send those very verses to one, irho 
can make much better. And now let me ask you, how 
you do ? and what you do ? How your Irish country 
air agrees with you, and when you intend to take any 
English country air ? In the spring I will meet you 
"where you will, and go with you where you will; but I 
believe the best rendezvous will be Duke-strcei, and the 
fairest field for action, Wimple 4 the lords of both those 
seats agreeing, that no man will be more wrelcoroe to 
cither than yourself. 

It i^many months since the complaints of my subscri- 
bers are redressed, and that they have ceased to call the 
bookseller a blockhead, by transferring that title to the 
author. We have not heard from Mr. Hyde ; but ex- 
pect that at his leisure he will signify to Tonson what 
may relate to that whole matter, as to the second sub- 
scriptions. In the mean time, I hope the books have 
been delivered without any mistake ; and shall only re- 
peat to you, that I am sensible of the trouble my poetry 
has given you, and return you my thanks in plain prose. 
Earl of Oxford, pro nwre suo, went late into the coun- 
try, and continues there still. Our friends are all well ; 
so am I, nisi cum pituita moUsta est ; which is at this 
present writing, and will continue so all the winter. So, 

* Tlicy arc priutcd in what is call^] by the editor, Samuel Hum- 
phroys, Esq. the third voliiinp of Prior'*; Works; and are entitled, 
*' Verses ?pokon to Lidy Ilt-nrictta Cavendivi Holies Harlcy, io the 
library of St. John'-' Collc^p, C^ainbridge, Kov. 9, 17I0.»' B. 

t The soiit of I/ord HarW, II. 
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with weak lungs, and a >'eiy good heart, I remaio al- 
ways, stf, your most obedient humble servant, 

M. PRIOR. 

Service to Matthew Penojfeather, and all friends. 
Adieu. 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Mfly 12,1719. 

Je vous fais des complimens sur Totre perfection d^s 
la langue Fran^oise. II faut vous connoitre long temps 
avant de connoitre toutes tos perfections ; tou jours en 
Tons Tojant et entendant, il en paroit des nouvelles, qui 
^toient auparavant cach^es ; il est honteux pour moi de 
06 s^EToir que le Gascon et 1e Patoifs au prix de vous. 
II o^ a ricn a redire dans Tortographie, la propri^t^ 
r^Iigance, le douceur et Tesprit. £t que je suis sot moi 
de vous repondre en mOroe langage, vous qui Stes inca- 
pable d^aucuue sottisse, si ce n'est Testime qu'il vous 
plaft d'avoir pour moi; car il n^ ^ point de merite, ni 
aucnn preuve de mon bon gout, de trouver en vous tout 
ce que la nature a doun6 un mortel, je veux dire Fhon- 
oeor, la vertu, le bon sens, I'esprit, la douceur, Tagr^- 
ment, et la fermete d'ame ; raais en vous cacbant, corame 
Tous faites, le monde ue vous connoit pas, et vous per- 
dez I'elc^e des millions de gens. Depuis que j'ai Thon- 
neur de vous connoitre, j'ai toujours remarque que ni 
en conversation particuliere, ni geiieiale, aucun mot a 
€chappe de voire bouche. qui pouvoit ^ti-e roieux ex- 
prim€. £t je vous jure, qu'en faisaut souvcnt la plus 
severe critiqup. je ne pon vols jamais irouver aucun d€- 
faut en vos actions, ni en vos paioles : la coqaetterie, 
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rafiectatioD, la pruderie soot des imperfections que voub 
n'avez jamais connues. Et avec tout cela, croyez pas 
Tous. qu'il est possible de no pas vous estimer au dessus 
du reste du genre humain? Quelles b^tes en jupes sont 
les plus excellentes de celles, que je vois seniles daes le 
monde, au prfx de vous : en les voyant, en les enten- 
dant, je dis cent fois le jour ; ne parlez, ne regardez, ne 
pcnsez, ne faites rien comme ces mis^rables. Quelle 
calamite a faire m6priser autant de gens, qui sans songer 
de vous seroient assez suppovtables : mais il est temps de 
yous delasser, et de vous dini Adieu : avec tout le rc- 
specte, la sinc^rit^, etTestime du monde, jesuis, et serai 
loujours. 



TO THE BISHOP OF MEATH * 

May 22, 1710. 

I HAD an express sent to roe yesterday by tome 
friend?, to let me know tbat you refused to accept my 
proxy, which I thiuk was in a legal form, and with all 
the circumstances it ought to have. I was likewise in- 
formed of some other particulars, relating to your dis- 
pleasure for my not appearing. You may remember if 
you please, that I promised last year never to appear 
again at your visitations;! and I will m^st ceriainly 
keep my word, if the law will permit me : not from any 
contempt of your lordship's jurisdictions, but that I would 
not put you under the temptation of giving me iDJurious 

* ** Biiccessit JoaDDas Evans [Epiecopus Baagoreoais] consecrft- 
tionis ritibus initiatiis, quarto Januarii, 1701; anno 1713 ad Epiico- 
patum Medensum in Hibernia Iranslatus." Godwin, de Przsulibus 
AngliT. (Cantab. 1742, fol. N 

t See a subsequent letter on the same sulgectf July 5. 1721. N. 
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(reatmeot, which no i^rise man, if he can avoid it, will 
teceive above once from the same person. 

I had the less apprehension of any hard dealing from 
your lordship, because I had been more than ordinaiy 
officious in my respects to joa from your firsi coming 
Cfver. I waited on you as soon as I knew of your land* 
log. I attended on you in your first journey to Trim. 
I lent you a useful book relating to your diocese ; and 
lepeated my visits, tiU I saw you never intended to re* 
turn them. And I could have no design to serve my- 
self bavii^ nothing to hope <Hr fear from you. I cannot 
bdp it, if I am called of a diflferent party from your 
kidship: but that circumstance is of no consequence 
with me, who respect good men of ail parties alike. 

I have already nominated a person to be my curate, 
and did humbly recommend him to your lordship to be 
oidained, which roust be done by some other bishop, since 
yoa were pleased (as I am told) to refuse it : and I am 
apt to think you will be of opinion, that when I have a 
kwftd curate, I shall not be under the necessity of a per- 
SQiial appearance, frtnn which J hold myself excused by 
aDOlher station. If I slialt prove to be mistaken, I de* 
dare my appearance will be extremely against my incli- 
natioiis. However, I hope that in such a ca£e, your 
kniship will please to remember in the midst of your re- 
mtnents that you are to speak to a clergyman, and not 
to a footman. 
I am, your lordship's most obedient humble servant, 

JOX SWIFT. 
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TO LORD BOLmOBROKE. 

MV LORD, December 19, 1719. 

I FIRST congratulate with you upon growing rich ; for 
I hope our friend's information is true, Omne sokan diH 
patria, Euripides makes the Ctucen Jocasta ask her 
exiled son, how he got his victuals ? But who ever ex- 
pected to see you a trader or dealer in stocks? I 
thought to have seen you where you are, or perhaps 
nearer : but diis cUiter visum. It may be with cue's 
country as with a lady : if she be cruel and ill natured, 
and will not receive us, we ought to consider that we are 
better without her. But, in this case, we may add, she 
has neither virtue, honour, nor justice. I have gotteo a 
metzotinto (for want of a better) of Aristippus, in my 
drawing-room : the motto at the top is, Omnis Aristippum^ 
&c. and at the bottom, Tanth fcedus cum gente fenre^ 
commiasumjuvcni. But, since what I heard of Mittis- 
sippi, I am grown fonder of the former motto. You 
have heard that Plato followed merchandise three years, 
to show he knew how to grow rich, as well as to be a 
philosopher : and I guess Plato was then about forty, 
the period which the Italians prescribe for being mke^ in 
order to be rich at fifty — Senes ut in oUa tuta recedani* 
I have known something of courts and ministers longer 
than you, who knew them so many tliousand times bet- 
ter ; but I do not remember to have ever heard of, or 
seen, one great genius, who had long success in the mi- 
nistry : and recollecting a great many, in my memory and 
acquaintance, those w1k> had the smoothest time, were, at 
best, men of middling degree in understanding. But, if 
I were to frame a romance of a great minister's life, he 
should begin it as Aristippus has done; then be seut ioto 
^xile, and employ his leisure in writing the memoirs of 
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his own admioistration ; then be recalled, invited to rc- 
same his share of power, act as far as was decent ; at 
last retire to the country, and be a pattern of hospitalitj, 
politeness, wisdom, and virtue. Have yon not observed, 
that there is a lower kind of discretion and regularity, 
irhkh seldom fails of raising men to the highest stations, 
ID the court, the church, and the law ? It must be so : 
for. Providence, which designed the world should be go- 
verned by many heads, made it a business within the 
reach of common understandings ; while one great genius 
li hardly found among ten millions. Did you never ob- 
ferre one of yoiur clerks cutting bis paper with a blunt 
ivory knife ? did you ever know the knife to fail going 
the true way ? whereas, if he had used a razor, or a pen- 
knife, he had odds against him of spoiling a whole sheet. 
I have twenty tiroes compared the motion of that ivory 
implement, to those talents that thrive best at court. 
Think upon Lord Bacon, Williams, Straflford, Laud, 
Clareodoo, Shaftesbur}-, the Inst Duke of Buckingham ; 
and of my own acquaintance, the Eail of Oxford and 
jonnelf^ all great geuiuses hi their several ways ; and if 
they had not been so great, would have been less uiifor- 
tonate. I remember but one exception, and that was 
Lord Somers, whose timorous nature, joined with the 
trade of a common lawyer, and the consciousness of a 
mean extraction, had taught him the regularity of an al- 
derman, or a gentleman usher. But, of late years, I 
have been refining upon th'is thought : for I plainly see, 
that fellows of low intellectuals, when they ai-c gotten at 
the head of affairs, can sally into the highest exorbitances, 
with much more safety, than a man of gi-eat talents can 
Bake the least step out of the way. Perhaps it is for 
the same reason, that men are more afraid of attacking a 
Tidous than a mettlesome hor^e : but I rather think it 
owing to- that inccssaDt envy, wherewith the common 
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rate of mankiod pursues all superior natures to their own» 
And I conceive, if it were left to the choice of an ass, he 
would rather be kicked by one of His own species than 
a better. If you will recollect that I am toward slit 
yeare older than when I saw you last, and twenty yeai-s 
duller, you will not wonder to find me abound in empty 
speculations: I can now express in a hundred wordS) 
what would formerly have cost me ten. I can write epi- 
grams of fifty distichs, which might be squeezed into 
one. I have gone the round of all my stories three or 
four times with the younger people, and begin them 
again. I give hints how significant a person I have 
been, and nobody believes me : I pretend to pity them, 
but am inwardly angry. I lay traps for people to de- 
sire I would show them some things I have written, but 
cannot succeed ; and wreak my spite, condemning the 
taste of the people and company where I am. But it is 
with place as it is with time. If I boast of having been 
valued three hundred miles off, it is of no more use than 
if I told how handsome I was when I was young. The 
Morst of it is, that lying is of no use ; for the people here 
will not believe one half of what is true. If I can pre* 
vail on any one to personate a hearer and admirer, you 
would wonder what a favourite he grows. He is sure 
to have the first glass out of the bottle, and the best bit 
I can carve. Nothing has convinced me so much that 
I am of a little subaltern spirit, inopis aique pusilli aniim^ 
as to reflect how I nm forced into the most trilling amuse- 
ments, to divert the vexation of former thoughts, and 
present objects. Why cannot you lend me a shred of 
your mantle, or why did not you leave a shred of it 
with me when you were snatched from me ? You see I 
speak in my trade, although it is gi'owing fast a trade to 
be ashamed of. • • 
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I caimoi but wish that jou would make it possible 
for me to see a cofiy of the papers jou are about ; and 
I do protest it oecessarp that such a thing should be in 
aoaie peraoo's hands beside jour own, and I scorn to 
way bow safe they would be in mine. Neither would 
JOU dislike mj censures, as far as thej might relate lo 
cvcumstantials. I tax jou with two minutes a daj, 
■ntil JOU hai'e read this letter, although I am sensible 
JOU have not half so much from business more useful 
and entertaining. 

Mj letter which miscarried* was, I beKeve, much as 
edifying as this, onlj thanking and coi^atulating with 
jou for the delightful veises jon sent me. And I ought 
to have expressed mj vexation, at seeing jou so much 
Wtter a philosopher than mjself; a trade jou were 
neither bom nor bred to : But I think it is observed, 
that gentlemen often dance better than those who live 
bj the art« Tou maj thank fortime that mj paper is 
BO loiter, Sx. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

5IB, Jpn/18, 1720. 

You would have great reason to be angrj with me, if 
mj long silence had been occasioned bj anj thing but 
BJ care of jou : for having no safe hand to send bj till 
BOW, I would not write, for fear it might be construed a 
sort of treason (misprision at least) for jou to receive a 
letter from one half of a proscribed man. I inqtnre of 
everj bodj I see, that I imagine has either seen jou or 

• Me aeaat the letter ia p. 203, and wliich he has endorsed on the 
h»dL as haviac ouscarried. D. S. * 
VOL, XVI. K 
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heard from you, how you have your health ; for wealth 
aud happiness T do not suppose you abound in ; for it is 
hard to meet with either in the country you are in, and 
be honest as you are^ I thank God our parliament hag 
taken them to task, and finding how ill a use they made 
of their judicature when they had it, have thought it 
not fit to trust them with it any longer."^ I hope the 
next thing will be to tax Ireland from hence, and then 
no more opportunities for bills of attainder, which is 
very happ} ; for else young Hopeful! might have been 
in dat'.ger. They were so good and obedient to the 
powers above, that whether there were reason or not, or 
(as Prince Butler said,) crime or no crime, the man was 
condemned, and a price set upon his head. 

I want much to hear what you think of Great Britain ; 
for all our relations here want much to see you, where 
are strange changes every day. You remember, and so 
<lo I, when the South Sea was said to be my Lord Ox- 
ford's brat, and must be starved at nurse. Now the king 
has adopted it, and calls it his beloved child; though, 
perhaps, you may say, if he loves it no better than his 
son, it may not be saying much : but he loves if as well 
as he does the Duchess of Kendal,| and that is saying a 

^ The house of peers in Ireland having transmitted to King George 
I. a long representation, setting forth their right to the final judicar 
turc of causes in that kingdom, the house of lords in England resolv. 
pd, on the eighth of January, 17I&-20, on the contraiy, that the ba- 
rons of the Exchequer in Ireland had acted, in the affair of Annedey 
and Sherlock, with courage, according to law, in rapport of hit ma- 
jesty's prerogative, and with fidelity to the crown of 6reat Britaui| 
and a bill was soon after brought in, for securing the dependencgr of 
the kingdom of Ireland upon the crewo of Great Britain. B. 

t The duchess seems to mean the Prince of Wales, afterward King 
George II. then upon ill terms with his ftither, and hii fiither*t 
ministers. B. 

X Erengard Meleifina Schuylenburg, Baroness of SchuylaBberg m 
G»trmany. She was created Duchess of Kendal by Klsf George I. 
A»ril30, 1719. B 
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good deal. I wish it may thrive, f5r many of my fnends 
are deep in it : I wish you were so too. I believe, by 
this^time, you are very sorry I have met with an oppor- 
tunity of troubling you with this scrawl : but the strong 
must bear with the infirmities of the weak : and there- 
fore, brother, I hope you will pardon the impertinences 
of your poor sister, whose brain may be reasonably 
thoujrht turned with all she has met with. But nothing 
wJU hinder her from being, as long as she lives, most 
sincerely, 

Your very humble servant, and faithful fnend, 

M. ORMOND. 



FROM MR. PRIOR. 

SIR, Westminster^ May 4, 1 720. 

From my good friend the dean I have two letters be- 
fore me, of what date I will not say, and I hope you 
have forgot, that call out for vengeance ; or, as other 
readings have it, for an answer. You told me in one of 
them, you had been pursued with a giddy head : and I 
presume you judged by my silence, that I have laboured 
under the same distemper. I do not know why you 
have not buried me as you did Partridge, and given the 
wits of the age, the Steeles and Addisons, a new occa- 
sion of living seven years upon one of your thoughts. 
When you have finished the copy of verses which you 
began in England, our writers may have another hint, 
upon which they may dwell seven years longer. 
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Are you Frenchman enough to fcnow bow a Gascon 
sustains his family for a week ? 

Dimanche, une Esclanche ; 
Lundi, froide et Salade; 
Mardi, j'aime la Grillade ; 
Mercredi, Hach€e ; 
Jeudi, bon pour la Capillotade ; 
"Vendredi, Point de Gras ; 

Samedi, qu'on me casse les os, et les cbiens se cre- 
veront des restes de mon Mouton. 

We can provide such sort of cookery, if you will but 
send us the esclanche ; but rather bring it with you, for it 
will eat much better, when you are in the company. 

Lord Oxford has been a twelvemonth in Hereford- 
shire, as far from us, literally, though not geographically, 
as if he had been with you in Irelanc]. He has writ do 
more to us, than if we were still ministers of state. But, 
in the balance of account, per contra^ I have Lord Har> 
ley at London; and have either liv^d with him at 
Wimple, or upon liim here, ever since his father liefL us. 
I know no reason why you should not expect his picture, 
but that he promised it to you so often. I wrote to him 
six months since, and instead of acknowledging my let- 
ter, he took a more compendious way of sendiDg a gen- 
tleman to Lady Harriot> in Dover-street ; and bid him 
call in Westminster, to know if I had any thing to say 
to his lord. He was here to a day, when he was sure the 
scaffold was ready and the ax whetted ; and is io 
Herefordshire, when the consent of all mankind either 
justifies his ministry, or follows the plan of it The 
South Sea Company have raised their stocks to three 
hundred and fifty, and he lias not sixpence in it Thou 
art a stranger i[i Israel, my good friend 5 and seemest to 
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koow no more of this lord, than thou didst of the cende 
dt PeUrharoWy vhen first I construed him to tliee at the 
coffee-house. 

I labour under the distemper you complain of, deaf- 
ness: especially upon the least coliI. I did not take 
care of mj ears, till I knew if my head iras mj own or 
not ; but am now syringing:, and I hope to profit by it. 
My cousin is here, and well, and I see him sometimes; 
but I find he has had a caution, which depended upon 
his expecting, more from court, and is justifiable in a 
man, who, like him, has a great family. I have given 
your compliments to my two favourites. We never 
forget your health. 

I have seen Mr. Butler, and served him to the ut- 
rao^of my power with my andcip^isH^^res: (hough he 
had a good cause* aud a strong recommendation, he 
trusted wholly to ueillier of them, but added the great- 
est diligence to his solicitations. 

Auditor Harley thanks you, for remembering him and 
liis singing man.^ As to the afiair of subscriptions, do 
all at your leisure, and in the manner you judge most 
proper ; and so I bid you heartily farewell, assuring you, 
that I am ever most truly your's, 

M. P. 

Friend Ford salutes you. Adieu. 

Richardson, whom I take to be a better painter than 
any named in your letter, has made an excellent picture 
of me ; from whence Lord Harley (whose it is) has a 
stamp taken by Vertue. lie has given me some of 
them for you to give to our friends at or about Dublin. 
I will send them by Tooson's canal to Hyde at Dublin, 
in such a manner, as that, I hope, they may come safe 
loyoH. 

* Probably a persoD recommeDded to the Dean"? cathedral. H. 
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ft 

TO ROBERT COPE, ESCt 

Dublin, May 26, 1 720. 
If all the world would not be ready to knock me 
down for disputing the good nature and generosity of 
you and Mrs. Cope, I should swear you invited me out 
of malice : some spiteful people have told you I am 
grown sickly and splenetic ; and having been formerly 
so yourself, you want to triumph over roe with your 
health and good humour; and she is your accomplice. 
You have made so particular a muster of my wants and 
humours, and demands and siugularitios, and they look 
so formidable, that I wonder how you have the courage 
to be such an undertaker. What if I should add, tliai 
once in five or six weeks I am deaf for three or four 
days together ; will you and Mrs. Cope undertake to 
bawl to me, or let me mope in my chamber tiU I grow 
better ? Singula de nobis anni priedfintur euntes. I hunt- 
ed four years for horses, gave tweuty-six pounds for one 
of three years and a half old, have been eighteen months 
training him, and when he grew fit to nde, beliold roy 
groom gave him a strain in the shoulder, he is rowellec^ 
and gone to grass. Show me a misfortune greater io its 
kind. Mr. Charleton has refused Wadman's living; 
why, God knows ; and got the duchess to recommend 
his brother to it ; the most unreasonable thiiig in tlie 
world. The day before I had your letter, I was work* 
ing with Mr. I^utley and Mr. Whaley, to see what could 
be done for your lad, in case Caulfeild should get the 
living which Mr. Whaley (the primate's chaplaioj is to 
leave for Wadman's. Because, to say the truth, I have 
no concern at all for Charleton's brother, whom I oever 
saw but once. We know not yet whether Whaley's pre^ 
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seot liviog will not be given to Dr. Kearney ;* and I can- 
not learn the scheme yet, nor have been able to see Dr. 
Stone. The primatef is (he hardest to be seen or dealt 
with in the world. Whaley seems to tliink the primate 
will offer Caulfeild's living to young Charletoo. 1 know 
not what will come of it. I called at Sir William 
Fownes's;:^ but lie is in the county of Wicklow. If we 
could have notice of any thing in good time, I cannot 
but think that, mustering up friends, something might be 
done for Barclay ; but really the primate's life is not 
upon a very good foot, though I see no sudden appre- 
hensions. I could upon any occasion write to him very 
freely, and I believe my writing would be of some 
weight, for they say be is not wholly governed by 
Crosse. $ All this may be vision ; however, you will 

* Treasarer of Armagh. F. 

f Dr. Thomas Lindsay was made Bishop of Raphoe, Jane 6, 1713; 
and translated to Armagh, January 4, 1713-14. He died July 13, 
1724. N. 

X An alderman and lord mayor of Dublin, father <^ Mr. Cope's 
lady. He was author of ** Methods proposed for regulating the 
Foot, rapporting some, and employing others, according to their Ca- 
pacities. By Sir W. F. 1725.*' 8vo. ; and see a letter of his to the 
Dean, September 9, 1732, on the great utility of founding an hospi- 
tal for lanatics. N. 

} Rector of St Mary^s, Dublin. F. — Reading the name of Crosse 
in this page gives me reason to apprehend the letter is misdated ; for 
CrosBe, who had been chaplain to the Smyrna company, was not rec- 
tor of St. Mary*s until the year 1722 ; nor do I believe he was at all 
knovo ia Ireland, further than, perhaps, by name, until his arrival 
tbere, when, by the virulence of party rage. Dean Francis, an old 
tory, father to Mr. Francis, who translated Horace, was most spite- 
hSty tomed out of the rectory of St. Mary's, which he had enjoyed 
for eighteen yean. Crosse was so universdly detested for accepting 
a living which had been absdutdy refused by two or three oth^s of 
the ciergy (particularly by Dr.. Cobb, who lived to be promoted se^ 
▼eral years after to the archiepiMopal see of Dublin') thit I am Are 
liadny, who was an old and high tory, would scorn to be acquaint- 
ad with him. My real opinion is, that Crosse, in that passag^e, is no 
than a pun. D. S. 
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forgive it. I do not care to put my name to a letter; 
jou roust know mj hand. I present my humble service 
to Mrs. Cope ; and wonder she can be so good to remem- 
ber an absent man, of whom she has no manner of 
knowledge, but what she got by his troubling her. I 
wish you success in what you hint to me, and that you 
may have enough of this world's wisdom to manage it, 
Pray God preserve you and your fireside. Are none of 
them yet in your lady's opinion ripe for Sheridan ? I 
am still under the discipline of the bark, to prevent 
relapses. Charles Ford comes this summer to Ireland. 
Adieu. 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Sellbridge, 1 720. 

Believe me, it is wiili the utmost ragret that I nhw 
complain to you, because I know your good nature 
such, that you cannot see any human creature miserable 
without being sensibly touched. Yet what can I do ? 
I must either unload my heart, and tell you all its grieft, 
or sink under the inexpressible distress I now suiTer by 
your prodigious neglect of me. It is now ten long weeks 
since I saw you ; and in all that time, I have never receiv- 
ed but one letter from you, and a little note with ao ex- 
cuse. Oh ! have you forgot me ? You endeavour by se- 
verities to force me from you. Nor can I blame you r lor 
with the utmost distress and confusion, I beheld myself the 
cause of uneasy reflections to you : yet I cannot comfort 
you, but here declare, that it is not in the power of art, 
time, or accident, to lessen the inexpressible painon 
which I have for . Put my passion under the ut- 
most restraint ; send me as distant from you as the earth 
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mVH allow, yet you caooot banish those charming ideas 
which will ever stick by me, while I ^ave the use of 
memory : nor is the love I bear yoii only seated in my 
soul ; for there is not a single atom of my frame, that is 
not blended with it. Therefore, do not flatter yourself 
that separation will ever change my sentiments : I find 
myself upquiet lu the midst of silence^ and my heart is 
at once pierced with sorrow and love. For heaven's 
sake, tell roe, what has caused this prodigious change in 
you, which I have found of late. If you have the least 
remains of pity for me left, tell it me tenderly. No— da 
not tell it so, that it may cause my present death. And 
do not suffer roe to live a life like a languislnog death, 
which is the only life I can lead, if you have lost any of 
your tcndeiness for me. 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 1720. 

If you knew how many little difficulties there are 
io sending letters to y:ou, it would remove five parts in 
six of your quarrel. But since you lay hold of my pi-o- 
mises, and are so exact to the day, I shall promise you 
DO more, and rather choose to be better than my word than 
worse. lam confident you came chiding into the world, 
and will continue so while you are in it. I wonder what 
Mobkin"^ meant by showing you my letter. I will write 
to her no more, since she can keep secrets no better. It 
was the first love letter I have writ these dozen years ; 
and since I have so 411 success, I will write no more. 
Never was a belle passion so defeated. But the gover- 
nor, I hear, is jealous ; and, upon your word, you have 

* Mils Maiy Vanhomrigh. See a letter dated Oct. 15, 1720. N. 

k2 
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a vast deal to say to me about it» Miad jduar nane^ 
keeping : do your duty, aad leave off your huffing. 
Cue would think you urere in love, by dating your let- 
ter August 29, by wliicb means I received it just a moDth 
before it was written. Tou do not find I answer your 
questions to your satisfaction : prove to me first that it was 
even possible to answer any thing to your satisfaetioo, soaa 
that you would not grumble in half an hour. I am glad my 
writing puzzles yoUt for theu your time will be employed 
in finding it out : and I am sure it costs me a great many 
thoughts to make my letters difficult. Yesterday I was 
half way toward you where I dined, and returned weary 
enough. I asked where that road to the left led, and 
they named the place. I wish your letters were as dif- 
ficult as mine, for then they would be of no consequence, 
if they were dropped by careless messengers. A stroke 

signifies every thing that may be said to Ca d 

at beginning or conclusion. It is I who ought to be in 

a huff, that any thing written by Cad should be 

difficult to Skiuage» 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 1720. 

Is it possible, that again you will do the very sam* 
thing I warned you of so lately ? I believe you thought 
I only rallied, when I told you the other n%ht, I would 
pester you with letters. Onee more I advise you. If yoa 
have any regard for your quiet, to alter your behavioer 
quickly, for I do assure you, I liave too mudi qMt t» 
sit down contented with this treatment. Because I love 
frankness extremely, I here tell you not that I haivie de» 
termined to try all manner of human arts to- tftrlafai 
you; and if all those fail, I am resolved to have 
to the black one, which, it is saidi 
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tee what inconveoieDcy you will briog both yourself 
and me ioto. Fray think calmly, of it ; is it not much 
better to come of yourself than to be brought by force, 
and that perhaps at a time when you have the most 
agreeable engagement in the world ? for when I under- 
take any thing, I do not love to do it by halves. 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

Iv you write as you do, I shall come the seldomer, on 
purpose to be pleased with your letters, which I never 
look into without wondering how a brat that cannot 
read, can possibly write so well. You are mistaken : 
send me a letter without your hand on the outside, and 
I hold you a crown I shall not read it. But raillery 
apart, I think it inconvenient, for a hundred reasons, 
that I should make your house a sort of constant dwell- 
ing place. I will certainly come as ofVen as I coove- 
mently can ; but my health, and the perpetual run of 
ill weather, hinder me from going out in the morning ; 
and my afternoons are taken up I know not how, that I 
am in rebellion with a dozen of people beside yourself, 
lor not seeing them. For the rest, you need make use 
af no other black art beside your ink. It is a pity 
yaor eyes are not black, or I would have said the same : 
hut you are a white witch, and can do no mischief. If 
you have employed any of your art on the black scarf^ 
I defy it, fof one reason — guese. Adieu. 
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a vast deal to say to me about it» MiDd jouar nane^ 
keeping : do your duty, aod leave off your huffing. 
One would thiok you urere in love, by datiog your let- 
ter August 29, by wliicb means I received it just a mouth 
before it was writteo. Tou do not fiod I answer your 
questions to your satisfaction : prove to rae first that it was 
even possible to answer any thing to your satbfaetioo, soaa 
that you would not grumble in half an hour. I am glad my 
writing puzzles yoUt for then your time will be employed 
in finding it out : and I am sure it costs me a great many 
thoughts to make my letters difficult. Yesterday I was 
half way toward you where I dined, and returned weary 
enough. I asked where that road to the left led, and 
they named the place. I wish your letters were as dif- 
ficult as mine, for then they would be of no consequence, 
if they were dropped by careless messengers. A stroke 

signifies every thing that may be said to Ca d 

at beginning or conclusion. It is I who ought to be in 

a huff, that any thing written by Cad should be 

difficult to Skiuage» 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIOH. 1720. 

Is it possible, that again you will do the very 
thing I warned you of so lately ? I believe you thought 
I only rallied, when I told you the other n%ht, I would 
pester you with letters. Onee more I advise you. If yoa 
have any regard for your quiet, to alter your behavkmr 
quickly, for I do assure you, I have too mudi tigkni t» 
sit down contented with this treatment. Because I love 
frankness extremely, I here tell you not that I have de» 
termined to try all manner of human arts to- leclaim 
you; and if all those fail, I am resolved to have recourse 
to the black one, which, it is saidi never does. IXam 
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tee what iocooveDiencj you will bring both yourself 
and me ioto. Fray thiuk calmly of it ; is it not much 
better to come of yourself than to be brought by force, 
aod that perhaps at a time when you have the most 
i^greeable engagement in the world ? for when I under- 
take any thing, I do not love to do it by halves. 



TO IVUSS VANHOMRIGH. 

Iv you write as you do, I shall come the seldomer, on 
purpose to be pleased with your letters, which I never 
look into without wondering how a brat that cannot 
read, can possibly write so well. You are mistaken : 
tend me a letter without your hand on the outside, and 
I hold you a crown I shall not read it. But raillery 
apart, I think it inconvenient, for a hundred reasons, 
that I should make your house a sort of constant dwell- 
ing place. I will certainly come as ofVen as I conve- 
niently can ; but my health, and the perpetual run of 
in weather, hinder me from going out in the morning ; 
and my afternoons are taken up I know not how, that I 
am in rebellion with a dozen of people beside yourself, 
for not seeing them. For the rest, you need make use 
of no other black art beside your ink. It is a pity 
ymu eyes are not black, or I would have said the same : 
but you are a white witch, and can do no mischief. If 
you have employed any of your art on the black scarf, 
I defy it, Cnr ooe leasoo— ^uese. Adieu. 
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TO THE SAME. 

I RECEIVED your letter when some compaoy was wilb 
me oB Saturday night, and it put me in such coDfusioD 
tliat I could not tell what to do. This morniog a womao^ 
\s\\o does business for me, told me she heard I was in 
love with one — naming you, and twenty particulars; 

that little master and I visited you ; and that the 

archbishop did so ; and that you had abundaoce <^ wit, 
&C. I ever feared tiie tattle of this nasty town, and 
told you so : and that was the reason why I said ta you 
long ago, that I would see you seldom when yuu were 
iu Ireland ; and I must beg you to be easy, if, for some 
time, I visit you seldomer, and not in so particular a 
maimer. I will see you at the latter end of the week, 
if possible. These are accidents in life tliat are neces- 
sary, and must be submlKed to ; and tattle, by the lielp^ 
of discretion, will wear o(L 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

SeUbri^e, 1720. 

Teli, me sincerely, if you have once wished wilb 
earnestness to see me, since I wrote to you : no, so Cur 
from that, you have not once pitied me, though I told 
you how I was distressed* Solitude is insupportable to 
a mind which is not easy. I have worn out my. days. 
10 sighing, and my nights witli watching, and tbinkii^ 
of — who thinks not of me. How many letters shall I 
send you before I receive an answer ? Can you deny 
Bic, in my misery, the only comfort which I can expect 
at preaeut ? O ! that I could hope to s^ you here^ or- 
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that I could go to you. I was born with violent pas- 
sions, which termiuate all io one, that uncxpressible 
passion I have for you. Consider the killing emotions 
which I feel from your neglect of me ; and show some 
tenderness for me, or I shall lose my senses. Sure you 
cannot possibly be so much taken up, but you might 
command a moment to wiite to me, and force your in- 
clinations to so great a charity. I firmly believe, if I 
Cduld know your thoughts (which no human creature is 
capable of guessing at, because never any one living 
thought like you) I should find you had often in a rage, 
wished me religious, hoping then I should have paid my 
devotions to Heaven : but that would not spare you ; 
for were I an enthusiast, still you would be the deity I 
should worship. What marks are there of a deity, but 
what you are to be known by ? Tou are present every 
wliere : your dear image is always before my eyes. 
Sometimes you strike me with that prodigious awe, !E 
tremble with fear: at other times a charming compas- 
sion sliines through your countenance, which revives my 
soul. Is it not more reasonable to adore a radiant form 
one has seen, than one only described ? 



TO MISS YATOrOMRIGfi. 

Oa. 15, 1 720. 
I SIT down with the first opportunity I have to write 
to you, and the Lord knows when I can find conveni- 
cncy to send this letter; for all the mornii>g I am 
plagued with impertinent visits, below any man of sense 
ar honour to endure, if it were any way avoidable. 
Dinners and afternoons and evenings are spent abroad 
in walking^ to keep and avoid spleen as far as I can f so 
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TO THE SAME. 

I RECEIVED your letter Tvhen some compaoy was wilb 
me oB Saturday night, and it put me in such confuaioo 
tliat I could not tell what to do. This murniog a womao, 
\s\\o does business for me, told me she heard I was in 
love with one — naming you, and twenty particulars; 

that little master and I visited you ; and that the 

archbishop did so ; and that you had abundance oi wit, 
ScC, I ever feared the tattle of this nasty town, and 
told you so : and that was the reason why I said to you 
long ago, that I would see you seldom when yuu were 
iu Ireland ; and I must beg you to be easy, if, for some 
time, J visit you seldomer, and not in so particular a 
maimer. I will see you at the latter end of the week, 
if possible. These are accidents in life tliat are neces- 
sary, and must be submiUed to ; and tattle, by the lielp^ 
of discretion, will wear ofL 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

SeUbridge, 1720. 

Teli« me sincerely, if you have once wished witb 
earnestness to see me, since I wrote to you : no, so far 
from that, you have not once pitied me, though I told 
you how I was distressed* Solitude is insupportable to 
a mind which is not easy. I have wofd out my days, 
in sighing, and my nights with watching, and thiokiiig 
of — who thinks not of me. How many letters shall I 
send you before I receive ao answer ? Can you deny 
Bic, in my misery, the only comfort which I can expect 
at present ? O ! that I could hope to s^e you here, or 
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that I could go to you. I was born with violent paa- 
Bioos, which termioate all io one, that uncxpressible 
passioD I have for you. Connder the killing emotions 
which I feel from your neglect of me ; and show some 
tenderness for me, or I shall lose my senses. Sure you 
cannot possibly be so much taken up, but you mig^ 
command a moment to write to me, and force your in< 
cKnations to so great a charity. I firmly believe, if I 
could know your thoughts (which no human creature k 
capable of guessing at, because never any one living 
thought like you) I should find you had often in a rage, 
wished me religious, hoping then I should have paid my 
devotions to Heaven : but that would not spare you ; 
for were I an entliusiast, still } ou would be the deity I 
should worship. What marks are there of a deity, but 
what you are to be known by ? Tou are present eveiy 
where : your dear image is always before my eyes. 
Sometimes you strike me with that prodigious awe, !E 
tremble with fear: at other times a charming compas- 
sion shines through your countenance, which revives my 
souL Is it not more reasonable to adore a radiant form, 
one has seen^ than one only described ? 



TO MISS TATOTOMRIGfi. 

Oci. 15, 17-20. 
I SIT down with the first opportunity I have to write 
to you, and the Lord knows when I can find conveni- 
cncy to send this letter; for all the momii>g I am 
plagued with impertinent visits, below any roan of sense 
sr honour to endure, if it were any way avoidable. 
Dinners and afternoons and evenings are spent abroad 
ipi walkings to keep and avoid spleen as far as I can ; so 
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■ 

TO ROBERT COPE, ESCt 

Dublin, May 26, 1 720. 
If all the world would not be ready to knock me 
down for disputing the good nature and generosity of 
you and Mrs. Cope, I should swear you invited me out 
of malice : some spiteful people have told you I am 
grown sickly and splenetic ; and having been formerly 
so yourself, you want to triumph over roe with your 
health and good humour; and she is your accomplice. 
You have made so particular a muster of my wants and 
humours, and demands and siugularitios, and they look 
so formidable, that I wonder how you have the courage 
to be such an undertaker. What if I should add, thai 
once in five or six weeks I am deaf for three or four 
days together ; will you and Mrs. Cope undertake to 
bawl to me, or let me mope in my chamber till I grow 
better? Singula de nobis annipriedfintureuntes, I hunt* 
ed four years for horses, gave tweuty-six pounds for one 
of three years and a half old, have been eighteen months 
training him, and when he grew fit to ride, behold vaj 
groom gave him a strain in the shoulder, he is rowelleda 
and gone to grass. Show me a misfortune greater io its 
kind. Mr. Charleton has refused Wadman's living; 
why, God knows ; and got the duchess to recommend 
his brother to it ; the most unreasonable thiiig in tlie 
world. The day before I had your letter, I was work- 
ing with Mr. I^utley and Mr. Whaley, to see what could 
be done for your lad, io case Caulfeild should get the 
living which Mr. Whaley (the primate's chaplaioj is to 
leave for Wadman's. Because, to say the tmtb, I have 
no concern at all for Charletoo's brother, whom I never 
saw but once. We know not yet whether Wbaley's pre^ 
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seot Iivio^ will Dot be given to Dr. Kearney ;* and I can- 
not learn the scheme yet, nor have been able to see Dr. 
Stone. The primatef is (he hardest to be seen or dealt 
with in the world. Whaley seems to tliink the primate 
will offer Caulfeild's living to young Charleton. 1 know 
not what will come of it. I called at Sir William 
Fownes's:;}: but lie is in the county of Wicklow. If we 
could have notice of any thing ' in good time, I cannot 
but think that, mustering up friends, something might be 
done for Barclay ; but really the primate's life is not 
upon a very good foot, though I see no sudden appre- 
hensions. I could upon any occasion write to him very 
freely, and I believe my writing would be of some 
weight, for they say be Is not wholly governed by 
Crosse. $ All this may be vision ; however, you will 

* Treasorer of Armagh. F. 

f Dr. Thomas Lindsay was made Bishop of Raphoe, Jane 6, 1713; 
and translated to Armagh, January 4, 1713-14. He died July 13, 
1724. N. 

X An alderman and lord mayor of Dublin, father <^ Mr. Cope's 
Imdy. He was author of '* Methods proposed for regulating the 
Foot, npporting some, and employing others, according to their Ca- 
padties. By Sir W. F. IT25." 8vo. ; and see a letter of his to the 
Dean, September 9, 1732, on the great utility of founding an hospi- 
tal for lunatics. N. 

} Bector of St Mary% Dublin. F.— Reading the name of Crosse 
in this page gives me reason to apprehend the letter is misdated ; for 
CrOMe, who had been chaplain to the Smyrna company, was not rec- 
tor of St. Mary's until the year 1722 ; nor do 1 believe he was at all 
koowo ia Ireland, further than, perhaps, by name, until his arrival 
tbere, when, by the virulence of party rage. Dean Francis, an old 
tory, father to Mr. Francis, who translated Horace, was most spite- 
hAly turned out of the rectory of St Mary's, which he had enjoyed 
for eighteen yean. Crosse was so universally detested for accepting 
a living which had been absolutely refused by two or three others of 
the diergy (particularly by Dr^ JOdbh, who lived to be promoted se^ 
▼eral years after to the archiepisoopal see of Dublin') thit I am Are 
liatey, who was an old and high tory, would scorn to be acquaint* 
ad with him. My real opinion is, that Crosse, in that passage, is no 
«or9 than a pun. D. S. 
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forgive it. I do not care to put my name to a letter; 
jou roust know mj hand. I present my humble service 
to Mrs. Cope ; and wonder she can be so good to remem- 
ber an absent man, of whom she has no manner of 
knowledge, but what she got by his troubling her. I 
wish you success in what you hint to me, and that you 
may have enough of this world's wisdom to manage it. 
Pray God preserve you and your fireside. Are none of 
them yet in your lady's opinion ripe for Sheridan ? I 
am still under the discipline of the bark, to prevent 
relapses. Charles Ford comes this summer to Ireland. 
Adieu. 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 

SelUridge, 1 720. 

Believe me, it is wiih the utmost ragret that I now 
complain to you, because I know your good nature 
such, that you cannot see any human creature miserable 
without being sensibly touched. Yet what can I do ? 
I must either unload my heart, and tell you all its griefs, 
or sink under the inexpressible distress I now suiTer by 
your prodigious neglect of me. It is now ten long weeks 
since I saw you ; and in all that time, I have never receiv- 
ed but one letter from you, and a little note with ao ex- 
cuse. Oh ! have you forgot me ? You endeavour by se- 
verities to force me from you. Nor can I blame you r lor 
with the utmost distress and confusion, I beheld myself the 
cause of uneasy reflections to you : yet I cannot comfort 
you, but here declare, that it is not in the power of art, 
time, or accident, to lessen the inexpressible passion 
which I have for . Put my passion under the ut- 
most restraint ; send me as distant from you as the earth 
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nin allow, yet jou caooot baoish those charming ideas 
vhidi will ever stick by me, while I ^are the use of 
. meiDory : nor is the love I bear you only seated io my 
flonl ; for there is not a single atom of my frame, that ia 
not bteoded with it. Therefore, do not flatter yourself 
that separation will ever change my sentiments : I find 
myself upquiet iu the midst of silence, and my heart is 
at once pierced with sorrow and love. For heaven's 
sake, tell roe, what lias caused this prodigious change in 
yoD, which I have found of late. If you have the least 
lemains of pity for me left, tell it me tenderly. No— do 
imA tell it so, that it may cause my present death. And 
do Dot suffer me to live a life like a languislnog death, 
which is the only life I can lead, if you have lost any of 
your tenderness for me. 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 1720. 

If you knew how many little difficulties there are 
io sending letters to you, it would remove five parts in 
six of your quarrel. But since you lay hold of my pro- 
mises, and are so exact to the day, I shall promise you 
DO more, and rather choose to be better than my word than 
worse, lam confident you came chiding into the world, 
and will continue so while you are in it. I wonder what 
Mobkin* meant by showing you my letter. I nill write 
to her no more, since she can keep secrets no better. It 
was the first love letter I have writ these dozen years ; 
and since I have so 411 success, I will write no more. 
Never was a belle passion so defeated. But tlie gover- 
nor, I hear, is jealous ; and, upon your word, you have 

•MinMsurVanhomrigh. See a letter dated Oct 15, 1720. N. 

k2 
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a vast deal to say to me about iU Mkid your ourae* 
keeping : do your duty, aod leave off your hul&og* 
One would thiok you were in love, by dating your let- 
ter August 20, by wliich means I received it just a mouth 
before it was written. You do not find I answer your 
questions to your satisfaction : prove lo me first that it was 
even possible to answer any tbing to your satisfaction, so as 
tbat you would not grumble in half an hour. I am glad my 
writing puzzles you, for then your tim^ will be employed 
in finding it out : and I am sure it costs me a great many 
thoughts to make my letters difficult. Yesterday I was 
half way toward you where I dined, and returned weary 
enough. I asked where that road to the left led, and 
they named the place. I wish your letters were as dif- 
ficult as mine, for then they would be of no consequence, 
if they were dropped by careless messengers. A stroke 

signifies every thing that may be said to Ca d - 

at beginning or conclusion. It is I who ought to be in 

a huff, that any thing written by Cad should be 

difficult to Skiuage» 



FROM MISS VANHOMRIGH. 1720. 

Is it possible, that again you will do the very aam* 
thing I warned you of so lately ? I believe you Uiought 
I only rallied, when I told you the other n%ht, I would 
pester you with letters. Onee more I advise you, if you 
have any regard for your quiet, to alter your behavioer 
quickly, for I do assure you, I have too much spirit ta 
sit down contented with this treatments Because I love 
frankness extremely, I here tell you not that I bttFe de» 
termined to try all manner of huraao arts to- feclaim 
you; and if aU those fail, I am resolved to have recourse 
to the black one, which, it is said, uerer does. IXam 
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what inconveDieiicy you will bring both yourself 
aod me iuto. Fray thiuk calmly of it ; is it not much 
better to come of yourself than to be brought by force, 
aod that perhaps at a time when you have the most 
i^gieeable engagement in the world ? for when I under- 
take any thing, I do not love to do it by halves. 



TO JIUSS VANHOMRIGH. 

Iv you write as you do, I shall come the seldomer, on 
purpose to be pleased with your letters, which I never 
kiok into without wondering how a brat that cannot 
leady cao possibly write so weU. You are mistaken : 
leod roe a letter without your hand on the outside, and 
I hM you a crown I shall not read it. But raillery 
apart, I think it inconvenient, for a hundred reasons, 
that I should make your house a sort of constant dwell- 
ing place. I will certainly come as often as I conve- 
Dieotly can; but my health, and the perpetual run of 
ill weather, hinder me from going out in the morning ; 
and my afternoons are taken up I know not how, that I 
am in rebellion with a dozen of people beside yourself, 
for not seeing them. For the rest, you need make use 
of DO other black art beside your ink. It is a pity 
yaur eyes are not black, or I would have said the same : 
but you are a white witch, and can do no mischief. If 
you have employed any of your art on the black scarf, 
I defy it, for one leasou — guess. Adieu. 
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TO THE SAME. 

I RECEIVED your letter vshen some compaoy was wilb 
Die OB Saturday niglit, and it put me in such coofusioD 
tliat I could not tell what to do. This morniog a womao, 
Avho does business for me, told me she heard I was io 
love with one — naming you, and twenty particulars; 

that little master and I visited you ; and that the 

archbishop did so ; and that you had abundance of wit, 
&c. I ever feared the tattle of this nasty town, and 
told you so : and that was the reason why I sand to you 
long ago, that I would see you seldom when yuu were 
in Ireland ; and I must beg you to be easy, if, for some 
time, J visit you seldomer, and not in so particular a 
manner. I will see you at the latter end of the week, 
if possible. These are accidents in life that are neces- 
sary, and roust be submitted to ; and tattle, by the help^ 
of discretion, will wearofL 



JFROM MISS VANHOMRIGU. 

SeUbri^e, 1 720. 

Teli* me sincerely, if you have once wished wiA 
earnestness to see me, since I wrote to you : no, so far 
from that, you have not once pitied me, though I told 
you how I was distressed. Solitude is insupportable to 
a mind which is not easy. I have worn out roj days, 
in sighing, and my niglits witli watching, and thinking 
of — who thinks not of me. How many letters shall I 
send you before I receive an answer ? Can you deny 
me, in my misery, the only comfort which I can expect 
at present ? O ! that I could hope to see jou here^ or- 
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thai I could go to you. I was born with violent paa- 
aioDS, which termioate all io ooe, that uncxpressible 
pasnoD I have for jou. Consider the killing emotions 
nhich I feel from your neglect of me ; and show some 
tenderness for me, or I shall lose my senses. Sure you 
caoDot possibly be so much taken up, but you might 
command a moment to wiite to me, and force your in- 
cKoatioDS to so great a charity. I firmly believe, if I 
^ould know your thoughts (which no human creature is 
capable of guessing at, because never any one living 
thought like you) J should find you had oden in a rage, 
wished me religious, hoping then I should have paid my 
devotions to Heaven : but that would not spare you ; 
lor were I an entliusiast, still } ou would be the deity I 
iboald worship. What marks are there of a deity, but 
what you are to be known by ? Tou are present every 
where: your dear image is always before my eyes. 
Sometimes you strike me with that prodigious awe, i 
tremble with fear: at other times a charming compas- 
sion shines through your countenance, which revives my 
souL Is it not more reasonable to adore a radiant form, 
one has seeo^ than ooe only defcrlbed ? 



TO MISS YANHOMRIGfl. 

Oct. 15, 17-20. 
I SIT down with the first opportunity I have to write 
to you, and the Lord knows when I can find conveni- 
ency to send this letter; for all the morning I am 
plagued with impertinent visits, below any roan of sense 
ar honour to endure, if it were any way avoidable. 
Dinners and afternoons and evenings are spent abroad 
ia walking^ to keep and avoid spleen as far as I can ; so 
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that when I am not so good a correspondent as I could 
vrbh, jou are not to quarrel and be governor; but to 
impute it to my situation, and to conclude infalliblj, 
that I have the same respect and kindness for 70U I 
ever professed to have, and shall ever preserve; be* 
cause you will always merit the utmost that cao be 
given you, especially if you go on to read and still 
farther improve your mind, and the talents that nature 
has given you. I am in much concern for poor Mob- 
kin ; and the more, because I am sure you are so too. 
You ought to be as cheerful as you can, for both our 
sakes, and read pleasant things that will make 7011 
laugh, and not sit moping with your elbows od your 
knees en a little stool by the fire. It is most iofollible 
that riding would do Mobkin* more good than way 
other thing, provided fair days and warm dothesbe 
provided : isind so it would to you ; and if you kMe toy 
skin, you know Job says, *' skin fw skin will a nan 
give for his life." It is either Job or Satao stja ao^ 
for aught you know. I am getting an ill head in this 
cursed town, for want of exercise, I wish I nert to 
walk with you fifty times about your garden, and then 
drink your coffee. I was ntting last night with half a 
score of both sexes for an hour, and grew as weary at a 
dog. Every body grows silly and disagreeable, or I 
grow monkish and splenetic ; which is the same thing* 
Conversation is full of nothing but South Sea, and t^ 
ruin of the kingdom, and scarcity of money. 

* Miss Mary VaDhomrigh ; who is mcntioDcd befbM uadtr tbiff 
appellation, m a letter of the year 1717. N. 
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FROM SIR THOMAS HANMER. 

an, MUdenhall, Oct. 22, 1 720. 

I RECEIVED the fovour of a letter (rom you about teo 
daja lioce, at which time the Duke of Grafloo"^ was at 
Loii d oD ; bat as he was sooo expected iu the couotrj, 
and li DOW actually returned, I thought It best, rather 
than write, to wait for ao opportunity of speaking to 
ham ; and yesterday I went over to his house oo pur- 
poae to obey your coRimauds. I found he was not a 
tfnpger to the subject of my errand ; for he had all the 
ptttkulaiB of the story very perfect, and told me, my 
l4iid Amn luul spoke to him conceruing it.t I added 
■J ■rfidtatiom, backed with the reason with which 
yon had fiindslied me ; aud he was so kind to promise, 
be wodd by this post write to the chief justice : how 
cxj^citly or how pressingly I cannot say, because meo 
ID fa%h jMita are afraid of being positive in theur 9i^ 
iwen; but I hope it will be in such a manner as will be 
cffactnaL 

If the tfaiog is dooe, it wiU be best that the meana 
tbonld be a secret by which it is brought about ; and for 
iim reaaao you will excuse me, if I avoid putting my 
■ane to the outside of my letter, lest it should excite the 
cnrioaity of the post-office. If this affair ends to your 
aatislactioD, I am glad it has proved to me a cause of 
lieariog from you, and an occasion of assuring you, thai 

I am, nr> 

Your very humble servant, 

THO. HANMER. 

• Charin, wIkmc mother Isabella, daogtiter of Heoiy Beniet, Eut 
§1 ArlioglUmj married for ber Mcond husband. Sir Thomaa Haft- 
met. B. 

t The prosecotkn of Wataii. Sec the kttff^ from Sir CwstMktia^ 
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TO MR. POPE.^ 

Dublin, Jan. 10, 1720-21. 

A THOUSAND tliiugst have vexed me of late years,, 
upon which I am determined to lay open my mind to 
you. I rather choose to appeal to you than to my lord 
chief justice Whitshed, under the situation I am in. 
For, I take this cause properly to lie before you : you 
are a much litter judge of what concerns the credit of a 
irriter, the injuries that are done him, and the reparations 
he ought to receive. Besides, I doubt, whether the ar- 
guments I could suggest to prove my owu ioDocence, 
would be of much weight from the gentlemen of the 
long robe to those iu furs ; upon whose decision sdlxmt 
(he difierence of style or sentiments, I should be very 
unwilling to leave the merits of my cause. 

Give roe leave then to put you in roind^ (altfaoogfa 
you cannot easily forget it) that about ten weeks before 
the queen's death, I left the town, upon occasion of that 
incurable breach among the great men at court, and went 
down to Berkshire, where you may remember that you 
gave me the favour of a visit. White I was in that re- 
tirement, I writ a discourse which I thought might be 
useful in such a juncture of affairs, and sent it up to 
London ; but upon some difference in (pinion between 
me and a certain great minister now abroad, the pub- 
lishing of it was deferred so long, that the queen died» 
and I recalled my copy, which hath been ever since in 

» This letter Mr. Pope nerer received. Popi.— Nor did he believe 
it tras ever sent. Warbubton. 

f No piece of Swift contains more political knowledge, more love 
of the English constitution, and rational liberty than appean in this 
celebrated letter ; and it is not a little wonderfol that Pope ihouU 
ftfUrm he never received it. Waibuitov. 
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nfe hands. In a few weeks after the Iogs of that ez- 
celleot priocen, I came to iny station here ; where I 
Inre cootimied ever since hi the greatest privacy, and 
vttcr %norance of those events which are most common- 
If talked of in the world. I neither know the names nor 
UM i bq of the rojal family which now reigns, farther 
tfan the firayer book informs roe. I cannot tell who is 
chaoeellor, who are secretaries, nor with what nations 
we are in peace or war. And this manner of life was 
ooC taken np out of any sort of affectation, but merely to 
>void giving offence, and for fear of provoking party 



I had indeed written some memoriab of the four last 
jein of the queen's reign, with some other informations, 
which I received, as necessary materials to qualify me 
fsr doing something in an employment then designed 
mt ^ b«t, as it was at the disposal of a person that had 
Ml the sniallest share of steadiness or sincerity, I dis- 
dained lo accept it. 

These papers, at my few hours of health and leisure, 
I have been digesting into order by one sheet at a time,t 
far I dare not venture any farther, lest the humour of 
aevching and seizing papers should revive ; not that I 
an In pain of any danger to myself (for they contain 
nothing of present times or persons, upon which I shall 
nerer lose a thought while there is a cat or a spaniel in 
the house) but to preserve them from being lost among 
raeneDgen and clerks. 

I have written in this kingdom, a discourse to per- 
snade the wretched people to wear their own manufac- 

* Historiograpber. See hia ** Memorial" in toL vi. N. 
f The History of the four last Yean of the Queen, |>rinted in vol^ 
riL ff. 
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turea, instead of thoae from England :* this treatise soon 
spread very fast, being agreeable to the sentioieots of 
the whole nation, except of those gentlemen who ha4 
employments, or were expectants. Upon which a per- 
ton in great office here, immediately took the alarm ; 
he sent in haste for the chief justice,! and informed hiai 
of a seditious^ factious, and virulent pamphlet, lately 
published, with a design of setting the two kingdoms at 
variance; directing at the same time that the printer 
should be prosecuted with the utmost rigour of law. 
The chief justice had so quick an understanding, that 
he resolved, if possible, to outdo his orders. The grand 
juiies of the county and city were practised efibctually 
with to represent the said pamphlet with all aggraviitiQg 
epithets, for which they had thanks sent them from Eng- 
land, and their presentments published for several weeks 
in all the newspapei's. The printer was seiased, and 
forced to give great bail : after his trial the jury brought 
him in not guilty, although they bad been cuUed with 
tlie utmost industry : the chief justice sent them back 
nine times, and kept them eleven hours, until, being per- 
fectly tued out, tlicy were forced to leave the matter to 
the mercy of the judge, by what they call a special ver* 
diet. During the tiial, the chief justice, among otlMr 
singularities, laid his hand on his breast, and protested 
solemnly that tlie author's design was to bring in the 
pretender : although there was not a single syllable of 
party in the whole treatise, and although it was known 
that the most eminent of those who professed bis own 
principles, publicly disallowed his proceedings. But the 
cause being so very odious and unpopular, the trial of 
the verdict was deferred from one term to another, until 

* A Propotal for the universal Use of Irish Manufketaret, 1720; 
prioted in vol. xii. N. 
t lA>rd Chief Justice Wbitshed. N. 
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«pon the Duke of Grafton, the lord lieuteoaot's arriral, 
hk gn^j after mature advice, and permissioD from Eog* 
laod, was pleased to grant a noli proseqtd. 

This 19 the more remarkable, because it is said that 
the man is do ill decider io common cases of property, 
whive party is out of the question : but when that in- 
tcrvcoe^ with ambition at heels to push it forward, it 
moat needs confound any man of little spirit, and low 
birth, who has no otiier endowment than that sort of 
knowledge, which, however possessed in the highest de- 
giee, can possibly give no one good quality to the 
mfaKL* 

It la true I have been much concerned for several 
yean piit, upon account of the public as well as of my- 
se1( to aee how iH a taste for wit and sense prevails in 
the worid, which politics and South Sea, and party,, 
and opena, and masquerades have introduced. For, 
berfde many insipid papers which the malice of some 
has entitled me to, there are many persons appearing to 

* This is a verj itrange assertion. To suppose that a consummate 
knowkdgG oTthe law*, hj which civilized societies are governed, can ' 
** give DO one good quality to the mind,** is making ethics (of which 
public laws are so considerable a part) a very unprofitable study. 
The belt division of the sciences is that old one of Plato, into ethics, 
pbyricf, and logic. The severer philosophers condemn a total ap- 
fCcmtion to the two latter, because they have no tendency to mend 
the heart; and recommoided die first as otu: principal study, for its effi- 
acgr io this important service. And sure, if any human speculations 
kave this effect, they must be those which have for man their object, 
at a reasoaable, & social, and a civil being. And these are all in- 
doded under ethics, whether you call the science morality or law. 
With regard to the common law of England, we may justly apply to 
it what Tally says of the Law of the Twelve Tables. »* Frcmant 
eamet licet« dicam quod sentio : bibliothecas mehercul^ omnium Phi- 
lotophorum unum mihi videturl'andectarum volumen et authoritatis 
poodere et otilitalis ubertate superare.** But the best evidence of 
its moral eiBcacy is the manness of its professors ; and these, in every 
afe, have be«i such as were the first improved, and the last corrupt- 
ed. Wabblbtor, 
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wish me well, and pretendiDg io be judges of my style 
and manner, who have yet ascribed some writing to 
me, of which any man of common sense and literature 
would be heartily ashamed. I cannot forbear instan- 
cing a treatise called a Dedication upon Dedications, 
which many would have to be mine, although it be as 
empty, dry, and servile a composition, as I remember at 
any time to have read. But above all, there is one cir- 
cumstance which makes it impossible for me to have 
be<*n author of a treatise, wherein there are several 
pB(2;es containing a panegyric on King Gecrge, of whose 
character and person I am utterly ignorant, nor ever 
had once the curiosity to inquire into either, living at so 
great a distance as I do, and having long done with 
whatever can relate to public matters. 

Indeed, I have formerly delivered my thoughts very 
freely, whether I were asked or not ; but never afTected 
to be a counsellor, to which I had no manner of call. I 
was humbled enouo^h to see myself so fiir outdone by the 
Earl of Oxford i.t my own trade as a scholar, and too 
good a courtier not to discover his contempt of those 
who would be men of importance out of thcur sphere. Be- 
sides, to say the truth, although I have known many 
great ministci-s ready enough to hear opinions, yet I have 
hardly seen one that would ever descend to take ad* 
vice ; and this pedantry arises from a maxim themselves 
do not believe, at the same time they practise by it, diat 
there is something profound in politics, which men of 
plain honest sense cannot arrive to. 

I only wish my endeavours had succeeded better in 
the great point I had at heart, which was that of reconcil- 
ing the ministers to each other. This might have been 
done, if others who had more concern, and more influ- 
ence, would have acted their parts; and if this had suc- 
ceeded, tlie public iuter?st, both of church and stato^ 
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>ioiild not haTe been the worse, nor the prolestant suc- 
ceanon eadam^red. 

But, nbatever opportunities a coostant attendance for 
lour yean might have given me, for endeavouring to do 
good offices to particular persons, I deserve at least to 
fiDd.toierdble quarter from those of the other party: for 
■Huijr of vhicb I was a constant advocate with the Earl 
of Oxioid, and for this I appeal to his lordship . He 
knows how often I pressed him in favour of Mr. Addi- 
am, Mr. Congreve, Mr. Rowe, and Mr. Steele, although 
I tndj confess that his lordship's kindness to them was 
ahogether owing to his generous notions, and the esteem 
he iMd for their wit and parts, of which I could only 
pretend to be a remembrancer. For, I can never for- 
get the aoswer he gave to the late Lord Halifax, who, 
upon tbe fint change of the ministry, interceded with him 
to spue Mr. Congreve . it was by repeating these two 
iioei of Yiigll, 

AimttfMM adeo gtsiamus ptctora Panx, 

Ntn tarn mttrsm cqvas Tyri& Soljungit ab urbt.*' 

Finnaiit to which, he always treated Mr. Congreve with 
die peatest personal civilities, assuring him of his con- 
itaatfrvoinr and protection, and adding that he would 
^bady to do something better for him. 

I lenember it was in those times a usual subject of 
nHlerj toward me among the ministers, that I never 
came to them without a whig in my sleeve ; which I do 
not fay- with any view toward making my court ; for, 
Ibe new principlesf fi.'^ed to those of that denomination, 

* ** Onr hearts are not so cold, nor flames the £re 

Of Sol 9o distant from the race of Tyre.*^ D«tdxn. 

f Ife aeans particularly the principle at that time charged upon 
faj tbrir enemies, (^an intention to proscribe the torus. War- 
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I did then, and do now from tny heart abhor, detest, and 

abjure, as wholly degenerate from their predecessors. 1 

have conversed in some freedom with more mioisterB ol 

state of all parties, than usually happens to men of my 

level, and I confess, in their capacity as ministers, T lool 

upon them as a race of people, whos6 acquaintance nc 

man would court, otherwise than upon the score of vani 

ty or ambition. The first quickly wears off, (and is tbi 

vice of low minds, for a man of spirit is too proud to hi 

vain) and the other was not my case. Besides, havinj 

never received more than one small fiavour, I was undei 

no necessity of being a slave to men in power, but chosi 

my friends by their personal merit, without ezaminini 

how far their notions agreed with the politka then ii 

vogue. I frequently conversed with Mr. Addison, am 

the others I named (except Mr. Steele) during all m] 

Lord Oxford's ministry : and Mr. Addison's friendshii 

to me continued inviolable, with as much Idndoess a 

when we used to meet at my Lord Somers or Halifax 

who were leaders of the opposite party. 

I would infer from all this, that it is with great injuc 
tice I have these many years been pelted by your pan 
phleteers, merely upon account of some regard which tb 
queen's last ministers were'pleased to have for me : ao< 
yet in my conscience I think I am a partaker io ever 
ill design they had against the protestant successioo, o 
the liberties and religion of their country ; and can sa' 
with Cicero, ' that I should be proud to be include 
with them in all their actions, tanquamin equo Trqfano 
But, if I have never discovered by my wordSi writiugi 
or actions, any party virulence,* or danji;erou8 design 
against tlie present powers; if my friendship and coi 

^ The Examiners, I suppose, were not then publiAed unoof th 
Dca«'a Works. Warburto^t. 
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TCnttioB VCR eqoallj sbown aaxm^ those who liked or 
dHBppraved the proceedings theo mt couit, and that I 
vaa fcoovD to be a common friend of all dcsening per- 
aiBi of the latter sort, when the^ were in distrea ; I 
caaooC but think it hard, that I am not suffered to nin 
frfellj umoo^ the cooudoo herd of people, whose 0|»- 
■ofartDDatelj' differ from those which lead to &- 
and prefennent. 
I OTjgftt to let joQ know, that the thine we call a 
Id En|>|and, is a creature altogether different fron 
of the same denomination here; at least it was so 
the reign of her late majesty. Whether those od 
J— ■ side have changed or not, it has not been m j bosl- 
■BBB to faKpiire. I remember my excellent friend Mr. 
^^Mmtmm^ when be first came oTcr hither secretary to the 
Eari of Wfaartoo, then lord lieutenant, was extremely elf- 
at the conduct and dificoune of the chief niana> 
here: be told me they were a sort of people who 
to think, that the principles of a whig consisted 
m Dotkuig dse but damning the church, reTiling the 
dorgy, abetting the diseoten, and speaking contempti- 
bly of revealed religion. 

I was disooornng some yean ago with a certain mi- 
Baler diout that whiggish or fantastical genius so pre- 
faleoi among the English of this kingdom ; his lordship 
Kcoonted for it by that number ol Cromwell's sddien, 
^fneoturers establiehed here, who were all of the sourest 
leaveo, and the meanest birth, and whose posterity are 
mam m poesesdoo of their lands and their principles. 
Haverer, it must be confessed that of 1^ some pctiple 
m tibs country are grown weary of quarrelling, because 

* Oa a Bodenfte eompctation, bow vazny tines bare wiii^ and to- 
I ckHieid their principles, orratber their namei ' ^Hfteo Svift fifSt 
oat m Efe, he ms ai true a whig as AddiMO. Da. Wabto5. 
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interest, the ^reat motive of quarrelling;, is at an end ; 
for, it is hardly worth contendiuj!; who shill be au ex- 
ciseman, a country vicar, a crier in the courts, or an un- 
der clerk. 

You will perhaps be inclined to think, that a person 
so ill treated as I have been, must at some time or other 
have discovered veiy dangerous opinions in government: 
in answer to which, I will tell you what my political 
principles were in the time of her late glorious majesty, 
which I never contiadicted by any action, writii^ or 
discourse. 

First, I always declared myself against a popish suc- 
cessor to the crown, whatever title he might have by the 
proximity of blood : neither did I ever regard the right 
line, except upon two accounts; first, as it was esta- 
blished by law ; and secondly, as it has much weight in 
the opinions of the people. For, necessity may abolish 
any law, but cannot alter the sentiments of the vulgar; 
right of inheritance being perhaps the most popular of all 
'topics; and therefore in great changes, when that is 
broke, there will remain much heart-burning and dis- 
content among the meaner people ; which (under a weak 
prince and corrupt administration) may have the worst 
consequences upon the peace of any state. 

As to what is called a revolution principle,* my 
opinion was this; that whenever those evils which 
usually at-.eud and follow a violent change of govem- 
nieiit, were not in probability so pernicious as the griev- 
ance we suflfer under a present power, then the public 
good will justify such a revolution ; and this I took to 

* A full, short, but solid defence of the principlec on which tbr re- 
volution was built; as the prrcedin^ pariagrapb contaioiail that can 
be so!)5ibly urged in favour of horeditnry right. This topic he has 
enlarged upon, and place<l in a perspicuous light, io the adiiiiraUe 
*' Sentiments of a Church of England Mao,^* printed io vol. iii. Dr. 

WiRTOV. 
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iisfe been the case Id the Prince of Orange^s cxpedi- 
tkMi; ahhough in the coosequences it produced some 
voj-lnid eflfects, whkh are likelj to stick long enough 

lijiu. 

I had likewise in those dap a mortal antipathy against 
lif^p^ing armies in times of peace. Because I always 
took itaodiDg armies to be only servants hired by the 
BUdrter of the famUy, for keeping his own children in 
flamy. And because I conceived that a prince who 
codid not think himself secure without mercenary troops, 
nmft needs have a separate interest from that of his sub- 
jects. Although I am not ignorant of those artificial ne- 
■c jCmIUcb which a corrupted ministry can create, for keep- 
ing op forces to support a faction against the public in- 



As to parliaments, I adored the wisdom of that gothic 
kHtitntion, which made them annual,*" and I was confi- 
dent our liberty could never he placed upon a firm 



* Wheo Kii% WUliam hesitated about pasaog the biU for triennial 
pulSm mtnU (for annual seem impracticable and out of the question) 
and Kot down to Sir William Temple, who had retired from public 
^*"^"— t to desirtf he would give him his free opinion on this impor- 
taut iveaaore, Sir William despatched Swift, then a youns man, 
and who lived in his house, with a letter to his majesty, inform- 
iq; him, that the messenger was fully instructed to give him all possi- 
ble fnfonnation on the subject The king listened to Swift with pa- 
tieaee aad attention, and gave his assent to the bilL A? to extending 
4iw doratioo of parliament, in the reign of George I. Dr. Johnson has 
esjfttmed himself with great emphasis, by saying, ** That the sudden 
iatroductkm of twelve new peers at once by Queen Anue, was an act 
of authority vi<rfent enough, yet certainly legal, and by no means to 
he coopared with that contempt of national right, with which some 
tine afterwards, by the instigation of whiggism, the commons, chosen 
\f the people for three years, chose themselves for seven . ^^ EJe should 
have said at the instigation of some who called themselves whi^s. It 
fi in alliuion to this sentiment of Swift, relating to parliaments, that 
Dr. StopfiM^ the learned and amiable bishop of Cloyne, thus ex- 
hiauelf, in a Latin panegyric on Swift: " Ineomiptus inter 
mores j magni atqueconstaotis aoimi; libertatis semper sta- 

▼OIm XVI* L 
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foundation, until that ancient law trcre restored among 
us. For, who sees not, that while such assemblies are 
permitted to have a longer duration, there gfows up a 
commerce of corruption between tlie ministry and the 
deputies, wherein they both find their accounts, to the 
manifest danger of liberty ; which traffick would neither 
answer the design nor expense, if pai-liaments met once 
a year. > 

I ever abominated that scheme of politics, (now about 
Uiirty years old) of setting up a monied interest in oppo- 
sition to the lauded. For I conceived, there could not 
be a truer maxim in our government than this, that the 
possessors of the soil arc the best judges of what is for 
the advantage of the kingdom. If others Itad thought 
the same way, funds of credit and South sea projects 
would neither have been felt nor heard of. 

I could never discover tlie necessity of suspending 
any law upon whicti the liberty of the most innoGent pcT- 
€ons depended : neither do I think this practice has made 
the taste of arbitrary power so agreeable, as that we 
should desire to see it repeated. Every rebelKoo sub- 
dued, and plot discovered, contribute to the firmer esta- 
blishment of the pi'jiicc : In the latter case the knot of 
conspirators is entirely broken, and they are to begin 
their work anew iinder a thousand disadvantages; so 
that those diligent inquuries into remote and problemati- 
cal guilt, with a new power of enforcing them by chains 
and dungeons to every person whose face a muiister 
thinks fit to dislike, are not only opposite to that mixim, 
which declares it better that ten guilty men should 
escape, than one innocent suiTei; ; but likewise leave a 

i1io8U5, atqiie nostri rcipublicx status, aGotliisquandam sapieoter in- 
stituti, laudator perpetuus, propujrnator acerrimus. Ci^ui tamen for- 
inam, ambitu et largitione adco fcedatain, ut vix nunc disnosci poMit, 
i'lrpius indisnabuDdus ploravit/^ Dr. WaAto.n. 
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gate wide open to the whole tribe of iDformers, the most 
accuned, and prostitute, and abaodoDed race, that God 
ever permitted to plague' mankind. 

It IS true tlie Romans had a custom ot chooeinsT a die- 
tator, during whose administration the power of other 
magistrates was suspended ; but this was done upon the 
greatest emeigencies; a war near their doors, or some 
dvil dissension : for, armies must be governed by arbi- 
trarj power. But when the virtue of that commoowealth 
gave place to luxui-y and ambition, tiiis very office of 
dictator became perpetual in the persons of the Cssars 
and their successors, the most infamous tyrants that have 
any where appeared in story. 

*• These are some of the sentiments I had, relating to 
public affairs, while I was in the world ; what tliey are 
at present, is of little importance either to that or my- 
self; neither can I truly say I have any at all, or if I 
had, I dare not venture to publish them : for, however 
orthodox they may be while I am now writing, they 
may become criminal enough to bring me into trouble 
before midsummer. And indeed, I have often wished 
for some time past, -that a political catediism might be 
publkhed by authority four times a year, in order to in- 
"struct us how we are to speak, write, and act during the 
curent quarter. I have by experience felt the want of 
such an instructor : For, intending to make my court to 
some people on the prevailing side, by advancing certain 
old whiggisli principles, which it seems had been ex- 
f>loded about a month before, I have passed for a disaf- 
fected person. I am not ignorant how idle a thing it is, 
for a man in obscurity to attempt defending his reputa- 
tion as a writer, w hile the spirit of faction has so uni- 
versally possessed the minds of men, that they are not 
at leisure to attend to any thing else. Tliey will just 
give themselves time to libel and accuse me, but cannot 
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foundatioD, until thai ancient law trcre restored among 
lis. For, wlio sees not, that while such assemblies are 
permitted to have a longer duration, there g|fows up a 
commerce of corruption between the ministry and the 
deputies, wherein they both find their accounts, to the 
manifest danger of liberty ; which traffick would neither 
answer the design nor expense, if parliaments met once 
a year. > 

I ever abominated that scheme of politics, (now about 
thirty years old) of setting up a monied interest in oppo- 
sition to the lauded. For I conceived, there could not 
be a truer maxim in our government than this, that the 
possessors of the soil are the best judges of what Is for 
the advantage of the kingdom. If others Itad thought 
the same way, funds of credit and South sea projects 
would neither have been felt nor heard of. 

I could never discover the necessity of suspending 
any law upon which the liberty of the most ianoGeDt per- 
sons depended : neither do I think this practice has made 
the taste of arbitrary power so agreeable, as that we 
should desire to see it repeated. Every rebellioo sub- 
dued, and plot discovered, contribute to the firmer esta- 
blishment of the pi'jiicc : In the latter case tlie knot of 
conspirators is entirely broken, and they are to begin 
their work anew iinder a thousand disadvantages; so 
that those diligent inquurics into remote and problemati- 
cal guilt, with a new power of enforcing them by chains 
and dungeons to ever}' person whose face a miuister 
thinks fit to dislike, are not only opposite to that nmxim, 
which declares it better that ten guilty men should 
escape, than one innocent sufTer ; but likewise leave a 

diosus, atqiie nostri rcipiiblicx status, a Gothis quandam lapienter in- 
stituti, laudator perpetuus, propufcnator acerrimus. Cl^i tamen for- 
mam, ambitu et largitione adco foedatam, ut vix nunc difOOKi poflit, 
iirpius indisnabundus pJoravit/^ Dr. Wxurny. 
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gate wide open to the whole tribe of iDformers, the most 
accursed, and prostittite, and abaodoDed race, that God 
ever permitted to plague' mankiDd. 

It IS true the Romans had a custom ot choosing a dic- 
tator, diiriug whose administration the power of other 
magistrates was suspended ; but this was done upon the 
greatest emeigencies; a war near their doors, or some 
clvii dissendoD : for, armies must be governed by arbi- 
trarj power. But when the virtue of that commonwealth 
gave place to luxary and ambition, tiiis very office of 
dictator became perpetual in the persons of the Cssars 
and their successors, the most infamous tyrants that have 
aoj where appeared in story. 

These are some of the sentiments I had, relating to 
public affairs, while I was in the world ; whkt tliey are 
at present, is of little importance either to that or my- 
^If ; neither can I truly say I have any at all, or if I 
had, I dare not venture to publish them : for, however 
orthodox they may be while I am now writing, they 
niay become criminal enough to bring me into trouble 
befiMre midsummer. And indeed, I have often wished 
for some time past, -that a political catecjiism might be 
published by authority four times a year, in order to in- 
"Btnict us how we are to speak, write, and act during the 
current quarter. I have by experience felt the want of 
siich an instructor : For, intending to make my court to 
some people on the prevailing side, by advancing certain 
old wbiggish principles, wliich it seems had been ex- 
ploded about a month before, I have passed for a disaf- 
fected person. I am not ignorant how idle a thing it is, 
for a man in obscurity to attempt defending his reputa- 
tion as a writer, while the spirit of faction has so uni- 
versally possessed the minds of men, that they are not 
at leisure to attend to any thing else. Tliey will just 
give themselves time to libel and accuse me, but cannot 
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spare a minate to hear my defence. So, io a plot-disce- 
veriog age, I have often known an innocent mao seized 
and imprisoned, and forced to lie sereral roontha in 
chains, while the mioistcni were not at leisure to hear 
his petition, until they had prosecuted and hanged the 
number they proposed. 

All I can reasonably hope for bj this letter, is to con- 
vince my friends, and others who are pleased to wish me 
well, that I have neither been so ill a 6ubject» nor so 
stupid an author, as I have been represented by the 
virulence of libellers : whose malice has taken the same 
train in both, by fathering dangerous principles io go- 
vernment upon me, which I never maintained, and insi- 
pid productions which I am not capable of writing. 
For, however I may have been soured by personal ill 
treatment, or by melancholy prospects for the public, I 
am too much a politician to expose my own safety by 
offensive words. ''^ And if my genius and spirit be sunk 
by increasing years, I have at least discretion eooagh 
left, not to mistake the measure of my own abilities^ by 
attempting subjects where those talents are necessaryy 
which perhaps I may have lost with my youth. 

* Swift, in one sentence only of his admirable ^* SeotioMnti of a 
■Chureh of England Man/* demolished tlie slavish and absurd doc- 
trine of pas!<ive obedience and non-resistance. ** Many of the cler- 
gy/' says he, ** and other learned men, mistook the object to ^hkh 
passive obedience was due. By the supreme magistrate is properlf 
understood tlie legislative power, which in all govemmenti iniut be 
Absolute and unlimited. But the word magistrate seeming to denote 
a single person, and to express the executive power, it came to pan, 
that the obedience due to the legislature was, for want of kooviog or 
considering this easy distijidioii, misappli«»d to the adrBtnii^ratioo.'" 
Dr. W^LttTflK. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 245 



FROM SIR COXSTANTINE PHIPPS. 

nR, Ormond'Sireei, Jan, 14, 17^0-21. 

Hating been a little iadisposed, I went at Chrbtmas 
into the couiitr}*, which prevented me from soouer ac- 
knowledging tlie favour of your letter. As to WatcrV 
ease, I was informed of it ; and the last term I spoke to 
Mr. Attorney Geceralf about it ; but he told me, he 
cooM ndt grant a writ of error in a criminal case, with- 
OQt direction from the king; so that Waters is not 
likely to have much relief from hence, and tiierefore T 
am glad you have some hopes it will drop in Ireland* 
I think the chief justice} should liave that regard to his 
own reputation, to let it go off so; for I believe the 
oldest man alive, or any law-l>ook, cannot give any in- 
•taoce of such a proceeding. I was informed who was 
timed at by the prosecution, which made me very zea- 
kHis in it ; which I shall be in every thing, wherem I 
can be serviceable to that gentleman, for whom nobody 
baa ft greater esteem, than 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

COX. PHIPPS. 

^Dr. Sirift'f printer ; who was prosecuted for printing ** A Pro^ 
poiil for the UoiyerFal Use of Irish Manufactures,** written in 1720. 
The Dean, in Lis letter to Pope, dated Jan. 10, 1T2I, says that the 
J017, which tried him, had been culled with the utmost industry ; 
hut that, Dotwitlistanding, tliey bro(»ght him in not guilty : that 
Whitsbed^ the judge, sent thcni out nine timef, and kept them eleireR 
boon, till, being tired ou*, they were forced to leave the matter to 
the mercy of the j'idge by a special verdict. The Duke (^ Grafloa, 
lord lieutenant, soon afler, upon mature advice and pcrjiis ion frcm 
E^and, granted a noH prosequu H. 

f Sir Robert Raymond. B. 

t-Whitsbed H. 
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FROM MR. PRIOR. 

DEAR SIR, Westminster^ Feb. 28, 1720-2K 

If I am to chicle you for not writiog to me, or beg 
your pardon that I have not \\ni to you, is a questiou; 
tor our correspondency has been so long interrupted^ 
that I swear I do not know which of us wrote last. In 
all casc9, I assure you of my continual fricndsbip, and 
kindest remembrance of you ; and wit!) great pleasure, 
expect the same from you. I have been ill this winter. 
Age, I find, comes on : and the cough does not di« 
minish. — 

No?i sum qualis cram bonm 

Sub regno Cynarce rPassfor that. 

I am tired with politics, and lost in the South Sea. 
The roaring of the waves, and the qiadness of the peo- 
ple, were justly put together. I can scud you oo sort 
of news, that holds either connexion or sense. It is all 
wilder than St. Antony's dream ; and the bagatelle k 
more solid than any thing, that has been eudeavoared 
here this year. Our old friend Oxford is not well, and 
continues in Herefordshire. John of Bucks* died last 
night, and Coningsbyf was sent last night to the Tower. 
I frequently drink your health with Lord Harley, who 
is always the same good man, and grows daily more be- 
loved as more universally known. I do so too with 
our honest good natured friend Ford, whoflo I lo¥e for 
many good reasons, and particularly for that he loves 
you. 

As to the subscriptions, in which I have given you a 
great deal of trouble already, to make the rest of that 

* John Sheffield, Duke ofBiickimrhamshire. B. 
t Thoma?, Earl of Cooiagsby, so created by Kiof George I. in 
1719. B. 
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trouble less, I desire you to send the enclosed letter to Mr. 
Hjde, that he may raze out the names of those geutle- 
lueo who have takeu out their books, and take what 
convenieut care he can of the remaining books. And 
88 to the pecuniary part, I find no better way than that 
you will remit it, as you did the former sum, by bill of 
exchange. Mr. Ford likewise judges this the best and 
securest method. 

How do you do as to your health ? Arc we to see 
you'this summer ? Answer me these questions. Give 
my service to all friends, and believe mo to be ever, 
witli great truth and esteem, dear sir. 

Tour's, M. PRIOR. 



FROM THE SAME. 

SBAR 8IB, Westminster^ April 25, 1721. 

I KNOW very well, that you can write a good letter, 
if you have a mind to it ; but that is not the question. 
A letter from you sometimes is what I desire. Reserve 
your tropes and periods for those you love less ; and 
kt Die hear how you do, in whatever humour you are ; 
whether lending your money to the butchers, protecting 
the weavers, treating the women, or construing propria 
fius maribus to the country curate. You and I are so 
established authors, that we may write what we will,, 
without fear of censure ; and if we have not lived long 
enough to [Hrefer the bagatelle to any tiling else, we de^ 
served to have had our brains knocked out ten years 
ago. 

I have received the money punctually of Mr. Dan. 
ELaySi have his receipt, and hereby return you all the 
thanks^ that your friendship in that affair ought ta 
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claim, and ^xmrgeneroflity does Gontemn. There is one 
turn for jou : good. 

The man jou mentioned in your last has been in the 
countrj these two years, very iU in his healtli, and has 
not for many months been out of his chamber; yet what 
you obsei-ve of him is so true» that his sickness is all 
counted for policy, that he will not come up, till the 
public detractions force somebody or other, (whom, God 
knows) who wUl oblige somebody else to send for him 
in open triumph, and set him in statu quo prws. That 
ill the mean time, he has foreseen all that has happened ; 
checkmated all the ministry ; and to divert himself at 
his leisure hours, he has laid all those lime twigs for 
his neighbour Coningsby,''^ that keep that precious bird 
in the cage, out of which himself slipped so cunningly 
and easily. 

Things, and the way of men^s judging them vary 
so much here, that it is impossible to give you any just 
account of some of our friends' actions. Roffenf la more 
than suspected to have given up his party, as Sancho did 
his subjects, for so much a head, Pun pcrtani rautre* 
His cause, therefore, which is something originally like 
that of Lutrin, is opposed or neglected by hia ancient 
friends, and openly sustained by tlie ministry. He can- 
not be lower in the opinion of roost men, than be is; and 
i wish our friend Harcourt were higher than he is. 

Our young Harlcy's vice is no more covetoomess, 
than plainness of speech is that of his cousin Tom. 
His lordsliip is really amahilisy and lady HanieiU^ 
adcranda. 

I tell you no news, but that tlie whole is a complica- 
tion of mistakes in policy, and of knavery in the f^ecii- 

♦ See p- »J«. N. 

t Dr. Atterbury, Bishop of Rocbenlcr. >'. 
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tSoo of ii : of the mioistere I speak, for the moet part, as 
well ecclesiastical as civi). This is all the truth I cao 
tell jou, except one, which I am sure joa recdve Terj 
kladly, that I am ever 

Your frieud and your servant, 

M. PRIOR. 
Frieod Shelton, commooly called Dear Dick, is with 
me. We driuk your health. Adieu. 



TO [STELLA] MRS. JOHNSON.* 

Dtmery-kouM, Sunday m§ming, April 30, 1721. 

Jack Gbattan said oothiog to me of it till last night ; 
it 11 Dooe of my fault : how did I kMW but vou were 
Id dine abroad ? You should have gent your mefsei^er 
iooiier; yes, I tliiok the dinner you provided for yoor- 
lelresnay do well enough here, but pray send it coau. 
I widi you would give a body more early warning; but 
JOU most Uame yourselves. Delany says he will come 
h the eveoing ; aad for aught I know Sheridan Riaj be 
here at dinner : which of you was it that uodertook this 
frolick? Your letter hardly explained your mcaoiof^ 
bat at la^^ I found it. Fray do not serve me these tricks 
often. You may be sure, if there be a good bottle you 
ifaall have it. I am sure I never refused you^ and 
therefore that reflection might have been spared. Pray 
be move positive in your answer to this* 

Margoose^^ and o^t Mergoose ; it is spelt with in tf, 
siopleton. 

♦ lodoned by Mrs. Jonhsoa ; *• Aa answer to do letter." N^. 
t The oame of a species of stroog wine. A siaiilar word is used itk- 
aa epilogue, ascribed to the Deao, io theGilliveriana. p- 64. 

L 2 
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No, I am pretty well after my walk. I am glad the 
archdeacon* got home safe, and I hopeyou took care of 
him. It was his own fault; how could I know where 
he was ? and lie could have easily overtaken me ; for I 
walked softly on purpose f I tokl Delany I would. 



TO THE REV- MR. WALLIS. 

^ru, Dublin, May 18, 172T* 

I HAD your letter, and the copy of the bishop's circu-^ 
lar enclosed, for which I thank you ; and yet I will not 
pretend to know any thing of it, and hope you have not 
told any body what you did. I should be glad enouf^ 
to be at the visitation, not out of any love to the buaiDesB 
or the person, but to do my part in preventing ^U^ mis- 
chief. But in truth my health will not suffer it ; and 
you, who are to be my proxy, may safely give it np«ii 
your veracity. I am confident the bishop would aoi be 
dissatisfied with wanting my company, and yet be maj 
give himself airs when he finds I am not there* I now 
employ myself in getting you a companion to cure jrom: 

spleen. 

I am, 

Your faithAil humble servant, 

J.S. 

*^ And with richest margoux to wash down a Ut-blt'^ 
^r. Bramstop, in his " Crooked Sixpence," talks of 

** Chatteaii, margout, or the renownM pontaek.*' 
And Dr. Dunkio, vol. II. p. 211, after deprecating bumpers, addi, 

" O raise not the furj of potent margouzc !*» N. 
,^ Archdeacon Walls. N. 
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TO THE BISHOP OF MEATH.* 

i^BD, J{//y5, 1721. 

I HAVE received ao account of your lordship's relus^ 
log to admit my proxy at your visitation,! with several 
chciunstaDces of persooai reflections on myself, although 
way proxy attested my want of health ; to confirm which, 
and to lay before you the the justice and Christianity of 
your proceeding, above a hundred persons of quality and 
diitinctioD can iritness, that since Friday the 26th of 
May, I have been tormented with an ague, in as vio- 
lent a manner as possible, which still continues, and for- 
ces me to take use of another hand in wiiting to you. At 
the same time, I must be plain to tell you, that if this ac- 
cident ha'i not happened, I should have used all endea- 
vonn lo avoid your visitation, upon the public promise I 
nade you three years ago, and the motives which occa- 
liooed it ; because I was unwilling to hear any more very 
injurious treatment and appellations given to my brethren 
or myself; and by the grace of God, I am still deter- 
■ined to absent myself on the like occasion, as far as I 
can possibly be dispensed with by any law, while your 
lordship is in that diocese, and I a member of it. In 
-which resolution I could not conceive but your lordship 
would be easy ; because, although my presence raigli^ 
possibly contribute to your real (at least future) interest, 
I was sure it could not to your present satbfaction. 

If I had had the happiness to have been acquainted 
with auy one clerg>'man in the diocese, of your lordship's 
principles, I should have desired him to represent me, 
with hopes of better success : but I wish you would 

• Dr. Evans. N. 

i Bee the preceding letter to Mr. Wailis. N. 

I. 3 
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sometimes think it convenient todistingulsb men as well 
as principles; and not to look upon every person, who 
happens to owe you canonical obedience, as if .* 

I have the honour to be ordinary over a considerable^ 
number of as eminent divines as any in this kingdom, who 
owe me the same obedience, as I owe to your lordship* 
and are equally bound to attend my visitation; yet 
neither I, nor any of my predecessors, to my knowledge, 
did ever refuse a regular proxy. 

I am only sorry diat you, who are of a country famed 
for good nature, have found a way to unite the hasty 
passion of your own countrymen,! with the long, sedate 
resentment of a Spaniard : but I have an honourable - 
hope, that this proceedii^ has been more owing to par^,. 
than complexion. I am. 

My lord, 

Tour lordship's most humble servant 



TO VANESSA 

Galislown^ near Kinnegad, July 5, 172i. 

Tt was not convenient, hardly possible, to write to- 
you before now, though I had a more than ordiuary dc- 
bire to do it, considering the disposition I found you iii 
last ; though I. hope I left you in a better. I must here 
beg you to take more care of your health by company 
SHid exercise, or else the spleen will get the better of you, 
than whicli there is not a more foolish or troubiesomr 
disease, and what you have no pretences loin the world, 
if all the advantages of life can be any defence against 

* Tlic remainder of the paragraph he has left to (he bldi^p's cgc- 
I'^'turc. N. 
f The bishop was a Welshman D. 5 
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ib Cadenus assures me, be contiDues to esteem, 

aod love, aod value you above all things, and so will da- 
te the end of his life; but at the same time entreats that 
you would not make yourself or him unhappy by ima- 
g^tioDs. The wisest men of all ages have thought it 
the lK:8t course to seize tlie minutes as they fly, and to 
maike evecy innocent action an amusement. If you knew 
how I ilnigsle for a little health, what uneasiness I am 
at in riding and walking, and refraining from every thing 
agreeable to my taste, you would think it but a small 
thing take a coach now and then, and to converse with 
iwb or impertinents, fo avoid spleen and sickpess. 
Without health you will lose all desire of drinking cofTee, 
and tie so low as to have no spirits. Pray write to 
flK cheerfully, without complaints or expostulations, or 
eke Cadenua shall know it, and punish you. What is 
this world without being as easy in it as prudence and 
ftrtuoecanmake us ? I Qnd it ^y&ry day more silly and 
inngiiificant, and I conform myself to it for my own ease. 
Ilam here as deeply employed in other folks' plantations : 
and ditcheF, as if they were my own concern ; and think 
of my absent friends with delight, and hopes of secing^ 
ftem happy, and of being happy with them. Shall you, 
who have so much honour and good sense, act otherwise, 

to make Cad and youi-self miserable ? Settle your 

affidn, and quit this scoundrel bland, and things will be 
B8 you desire. I can say no more, being called away. 
Mas sqt/fj assiirie que jamais persontu au monde tCa 
n aim€e, esiimte^ adorie par votre ami que vous. I 
bare drunk no cofTeQ since I left you, nor intend it till I 
ice you again : there is none worth drinking but yours^ 
i roycelf may br the jud£;f?. Adieu. 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

July 2%, 1721. 

I NEVER vas SO aDgry in all my life, as I was with, 
you last week, oo the receipt of your letter of the 10th 
of June. The extreme pleasure it gave me takes away 
all the excuses which I had invented for your long ne* 
gleet. I design to return my humble thanks to those 
men of eminent gratitude and integrity, the weavers and 
the judges, and earnestly to intreat them, instead of toss-- 
ing you in the person of your proxy, who had need to 
have iron ribs to endure all the drubbings you will pro- 
cure him, to toss you in your proper persen, the next 
time you offend, by going about to talk sense or to do 
good to the rabble. Is it possible, that one of your age 
and profession should be ignorant, that tliis monstrous 
beast has passions to be moved, but no reason to be ap- 
pealed to; and that plain truth will influence half a 
score men at most in a nation, or an age, while mystery 
will lead millions by the nose ? 

Dear Jonatliaii, since you cannot resolve to write as 
you preacli, wliat public authority allows, what councils 
and senates have decided to be orthodox, instead of 
what private opinion suggests, leave off instruGtiBg the 
citizens of Dublin. Believe me, there is more pleasure, 
and more merit too, in cultivating friendship, than in 
taking care of the state. Fools and knaves are gene- 
rally best fitted for the last ; and none but men of sense 
and virtue are capable of the other. How comes it then 
to pass, that you, who have sense, though you have wit 
and virtue, though you have kept bad company in your 
time, should be so surprised that I continue to write to 
you, and expect to hear from you, after seven years ab- 
sence ? 
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Anm pradantuT eunteSy say you ; and lime idll lop 
off my luxuriant braDches : perhaps it will be so. But 
I have put the pruaing-hook iuto a haod, which work* 
haid to leave the otljer as little to do of that kind as may 
be. Some superfluous twigs are every day cut ; and as 
tfaey lessen in number, the bough, which bears the 
goldea fiuit of friendship, shoots, swells, and spreads. 
. Our friend tdd you what he heard, and what was 
conuBODly said, when he told you that I had taken the 
fimcy of growing rich. If I could have resolved to think. 
two mitnites a day about stocks, to flatter Law* half an 
bour a week, or to have any obligation to people I nei- 
ther loved oor valued, certain it is that I might have 
grilled Immensely. But not caring to follow the many 
Mght examples of these kinds, nrhich France furnished, 
and which England sent us over, I turned the little mo- 
ney I had of my own, without being let into any secret, 
voy negligently : and if I have secured enough to con- 
tent me^ it is because I was soon contented. I am sorry 
to hear you confess, that the love of money has got into 
your head. Take care, or it will, ere long, sink iuto 
yonr heart, the proper seat of passions. Plato, whom 
you cite, looked upon riches, and the other advantages 
of fortune, to be desirable ; but he declared, as you have 
read in Diogenes Laertius : Ea et si n&n qffluerinti nihil' 
mmxus tamen beatum fore sapientem. You may think 
it, perhaps, bard to reconcile his two journies iuto Sicily 
with ttus maxim, especially since he got fourscore talents 
of the tyrant. But I can assure you, that he went to 
the elder Dionysius only to buy books, and to the 
ycHinger only to bon-ow a piece of ground, and a num- 

* The projector of the Mississippi scheme in France, which pror 
&iced the South sea scheme here ] and of whose very interesting his- 
tory a full account may be seen in the History of Leic€?tcrshirt, vo^. 
iii. p. 4S7. K. 
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ber (^ meO) women, and childreo to try his Utopia. 
Aristippus was in Sicily at the same time; and there 
passed some billingsgate between these reverend persons. 
This philosopher had a much stronger fancy to grow 
rich than Plato: he flattered, he cracked jests and 
danced over a stick to get some of the Sicilian gold ; but 
still even he took care, sibi res^ nan se rebus stibmiitere. 
And I remember, with great edification, how lie reproved 
one of his catechumens, who blushed, and shrunk back, 
when his master showed him the way to the bawdy^ 
liouse. Non ingredi turpe est^ sed egredi nan passe turpe 
est. The conclusion of all this is ; un hoiaUU hamme 
ought to have cent mille Uvres^ de rente, if you please ; 
but a wise man will be happy with the hundredth part 
Let us not refuse nches when they offer themselves; but 
let us give them no room in our heads- or our hearts. 
Let us enjoy wealth, without suffering it to become ne- 
cessary to us. And, to finish with one of Seneca's 
quaint sentences : ^ Let us place it so, that fortune may. 
take it without tearing it from us." The pasnige you 
mention does follow that which I quoted to you, and tlie 
advice is good. Solon thought so; nay, he went far- 
ther : and yyu remember the reason he gave for sitting 
in the council of Pisistratus, whom he had done his ut- 
most to oppose ; and who, by the way, proved a veiy 
good prince. But the epistle is not writ by Cicero, as 
you seem to ihiuk. It is, if 1 mistake not, an epistle of 
Dolabella to him. Cato, you say, would not be of the 
same mind. Cato is a most venerable name, and Dola« 
bella was but a scoundrel with wit and valour; and yet 
there is better sense, nay, there is more virtue, ia what 
Dolabella advises, than in the conduct of Cato. I muf-t 
own my weakness to you. This Cato, so sung by Lu- 
can in every page, and so much better sung by yii|;il In 
half a line, strikes mc with uo great respect. When I 
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tee hiin paioied in all the glorioiu cokmn which eliK 
queoce fa n I call to miod that image of him^ 

arhich Tnlij ^ves io one of his letters to Atticiu, or to 
flonebodj else ; where he sajs, that ha?iQg a mind to- 
Ibeep a debate from coming on in the senate, they made 
Cato iIk to speak, and that he talked till the hour of 
fwpariqg flutters was over. Tuliy iosinuates, that they 
oAen ande this use of him. Does not the movii^ pic* 
tare shift? Do you not behold Clarke of Taunton Dean,. 
IB the gown of a Roman senator, sending out the mem- 
taa la piss? The censor used sharp medicines; but, in 
Ui thaCf the patient had strength to bear them. The 
Cato inherited this receipt without his skill ; and 
a tnie quack, he gave the remedy, because it waa 
Ui only one, though it was too late, lie hastened the 
patioil'a death: he not only hastened it, he made it 
mate ooomlnve and painful. 

The ooadition of your wretched country is worse than. 
you rquesent it to be. The healthful Indian follows 
hia master, who died of sickness, to the grave; but I 
nnch doubt, whether those charitable legislators exact 
the saaie, when ibe master is a liuiatic, and cuts hb owa 
tfaioat I mourn over Ireland with all my lieart, but I 
pilj you more. In reading your letter, I feel your 
pube; and I judge of your distemper as surely by the 
$gqres ioto which you cast your ink, as the learned doc- 
tor at ^ The hand and urinal'*'*^ could do, if he pored 
over your water. You are reaUy in a very bad way. 
Tou say your memory declines : I believe it docs, since 
yoa Ibfget your friends, and since repeated importunity 
can iiardly draw a token of remembrance from you^ 
There are bad airs for the mind, as well as the body : 
aod what do you imagine that Plato, dnce jou have 

* The »gQ of a noUd quack in titose dajs. ^. 
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No, I am pretty well after my walk. I am glad the 
archdeacon''^ got home safe, and I hope/ you took care of 
him. It was his owd fault; how could I know where 
he was ? and he could have easily overtaken me ; for I 
walked softly on purpose f I toki Dclany I would. 



TO THE REV. MR. WALLIS. 

mx, Dublin, Mcof 18, 172T. 

I HAD your letter, and the copy of the bishop's circu* 
lar enclosed, for which I thank you ; and yet I will not 
pretend to know any thing of it, and hope you have not 
told any body what you did. I should be glad enough 
to be at the visitation, not out of any love to the bunoesB 
or the person, but to do my part in preventing ^ay mis- 
chief. But in truth my health will not suflfer it ; and 
you, who are to be my proxy, may safely g^ve it upon 
your veracity. I am confident the bishop would not be 
dissatisfied with wanting my company, and yet be maj 
give himself airs when he finds I am not there. I now 
employ myself in getting you a companion to cure yoqi: 

spleen. 

I am, 

Your faithAil humble servant, 

J.S. 

" And with richest margoux to wash down a ti^biL'* 
^r. Bramstop, io his " Crooked Sixpence," talks of 

" Chattcaii, margout, or the renownM pontaek." 
And Dr. Dunkin, vol. II. p. 2LI, after deprecating bunopere, adds, 

" O raise not the fury of potent margouze !*» N. 
,^ Archdeacon W alb. N. 
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TO THE BISHOP OF MEATIL* 

XT LORD, July 5, 1721. 

I HAVE received aa account of your lordship's refus^ 
log to admit mj proxy at your visitation,! iriih several 
circiunstaoces of personal reflections on myself, although 
mj proxy attested my want of health ; to confirm which, 
and to lay before you the the justice and Christianity of 
your proceeding, above a hundred persons of quality and 
distinction can witness, that since Friday the 26th of 
May, I have been tormented with an ague, in as vio- 
lent a manner as possible, which still continues, and for- 
ces me to take use of another hand in writing to you. At 
tlie same time, I must be plain to tell you, that if this ac- 
cident ha*! not happened, I should have used all eudea- 
Toars to avoid your visitation, upon the public promise I 
made jou three years ago, and the motives which occa- 
nooed it ; because I was unwilling to hear any more very 
lojurious treatment and appellations given to my brethren 
or myself; and by the grace of God, I am still deter- 
mined to absent myself on the like occasion, as far as I 
can possibly be dispensed with by any law, while your 
lordship is in that diocese, and I a member of it. In 
ivhich resolution I could not conceive but your lordsliip 
would be easy ; because, although my presence migh^ 
possibly contribute to your real (at least future) interest, 
I was sure it could not to your present satisfaction. 

If I had had tbe happiness to have been acquainted 
with any one clergyman in the diocese, of your lordship's 
principles, I should have desired him to represent me, 
witb hopes of better success : but I wbh you would 

• Dp. Evans. N. 

i See tbe preceding letter to Mr. AVailis. N. 

L 3 
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sometimes think it coDvenient todistioguish men as welt 
as principles; and not to look upon every person, who 
happens to owe you canonical obedience, as if ;* 

I have the honour to be ordinary over a considerable- 
number of as eminent divines as any in tliis kingdom, who 
owe me the same obedience, as I owe to your Ibrdsbip* 
and are equally bound to attend my visitation; yet 
neither I, nor any of my predecessors, to my knowledge, 
did ever refuse a regular proxy. 

I am only sorry tiiat you, who are of a country famed 
for good nature, have found a way to unite the hasty 
passion of your own countrymen,! with the long, sedate 
resentment of a Spaniard : but I have an honourable - 
hope, that this proceeding has been more owing to par^^ 
th^u complexion. I am. 

My lord, 

Your lordsliip's most humble servant 



TO VANESSA. 

Oailstown^ near Kmnegad, July 5, 172i. 

Tt was not convenient, hardly possible, to write to^ 
^ou before now, though I had a more than ordinary dc- 
bire to do it, considering the disposition I found you in 
last ; though I liopc I left you in a better. I must here 
beg you to take more care of your Jiealth by company 
a{]d exercise, or else the spleen will get the better of you., 
than which there is not a more foolish or troubiesomr 
disease, and what you have no pretences to in the world, 
if all the advantages of life can be any defence against 

* The remainder of the paragraph he has left to the bldiop's coc- 
Iwturc. N. 

t Tbc bisUop was a Welffhroan P. 5 
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ib Cadenus asBiires me, be contioues to esteem, 

aod love, and value you above all things, and so will da- 
te the end of hb life; but at the same time entreats that 
jou would not make yourself or him unhappy by ima- 
^atioDs. The wisest men of all ages have thought it 
the btst course to seize tlie minutes as they fly, and to 
Buike eveiy innocent acdon an amusement. If you knew 
how I iltngvle for a little health, what uneasiness I am 
at in riding and walking, and refraining from every thing 
agreeable to my taste, you would think it but a small 
tliiiig take a coach now and then, and to converse with 
iwla or impertinents, fo avoid spleen and sickpess. 
Without health you will lose all desire of drinking coffee, 
and be so low as to have no spirits. Pray write to 
flK cheerfully, without complaints or expostulations, or 
elK Cadenus shall know it, and punish you. What is 
this worid without being as easy in it as prudence and 
ftrtuoe can make us ? I Qnd it every day more silly and 
iDngiiificaot, and I conform myself to it for my own ease. 
}am here as deeply employed in other folks' plantations : 
and ditcher, as if they were my own concern ; and think 
of my absent friends with delight, and hopes of seeing 
ftem happy, and of being happy with them. Shall you, 
who have so much honour and good sense, act otherwise, 

to make Cad and yourself miserable I Settle your 

affaint, and quit this scoundrel island, and things will be 
IS you desire. I can say no more, being called away. 
Mais smfes assurie que jamais persontu au monde tCa 
US aim€€^ estimee, adoree par votre ami que vous, I 
have drunk no cofTco since I left you, nor intend it till I 
ice you again : there is none worth drinking but yours^ 
if jDvcelf niay br the judge. Adieu. 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

July 2%, 1721. 

I NEVER vas SO aDgry in all my life, as I was with, 
you last week, oo the receipt of your letter of the 10th 
of June. The extreme pleasure it gave me takes away 
all the excuses which I had invented for your long ne- 
glect. I design to return my humble thanks to those 
men of eminent gratitude and integrity, the weavers and 
the judges, and earnestly to intreat them, instead of ton- - 
ing you in the person of your proxy, who bad need to 
have iron ribs to endure all the drubbings you will pro- 
cure him, to toss you in your proper person, the next 
time you offend, by going about to talk sense or to do 
good to the rabble. Is it possible, that one of your age 
and profession should be ignorant, that tliis monstrous 
beast has passions to be moved, but no reason to be ap- 
pealed to; and that plain truth will influence half a 
score men at most in a nation, or an age, while mystery 
will lead millions by the nose ? 

Dear Jonathan, since you cannot resolve to write as 
you preacli, what public authority allows, what councils 
and senates have decided to be orthodox, instead of 
what private opinion suggests, leave off iostruGting the 
citizens of Dublin. Believe me, there is more pleasure, 
and more merit too, in cultivating friendship, than in 
taking care of the state. Fools and knaves are gene- 
rally Ix^st fitted for the last ; and none but men of sense 
and virtue are capable of the other. How comes it then 
to pass, that you, who have sense, though you have wit 
and virtue, though you have kept bad company in your 
time, should be so surprised that I continue to write to 
you, and expect to hear from you, after seven years ab- 
sence ? 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 2oB 

Anm pradantur euntes, say you ; and time idll lop 
off my luxuriant branches : perhaps it will be so. But 
I have put the pruning-hook into a hand, which work* 
hard to leave the otlier as little to do of that kind as may 
be. Some superfluous twigs are every day cut ; and as 
they lessen in number, the bough, which bears the 
goldco ikiiit of friendship, shoots, swells, and spreads. 
. Ourfiieod tdd you what he heard, and what was 
eonuDOiily said, when he told you that I had taken the 
fimcy of growing rich. If I could have resolved to think 
two minutes a day about stocks, to flatter Law* half an 
bour a we^ or to have any obligation to people I nei- 
Aer loved nor valued, certain it is that I might have 
grined imiiiensely. But not caring to follow the many 
Mght examples of these kinds, which France fumislied, 
and which England sent us over, I turned the little mo- 
ney I had of my own, without being let into any secret, 
voy negligently : and if I have secured enough to con- 
tent me^ it is because I was soon contented. I am sorry 
to hear you confess, that the love of money has got into 
your head. Take care, or it will, ere long, sink into 
yoor heart, the proper seat of passions. Plato, whom 
yOu cite, looked upon riches, and the other advantages 
of fortune, to be desirable ; but he declared, as you have 
read in Diogenes Lacrtius : Ea et si n&n nffluerint, nihil' 
muMus tamen beatum fore sapieniem. You may think 
it, perhaps, bard to reconcile bis two journies into Sicily 
with this maxim, especially since he got fourscore talents 
of the tyrant. But I can assure you, that he went to 
the elder Dionysius only to buy books, and to the 
younger only to borrow a piece of ground, and a num- 

^ The projector of the Mississippi scheme in France, which ^ro- 
dueed the South sea scheme here ; and of whose very ioterestiog his* 
tory a full account may be seen io the History of Leicestershire^ vof 
JiL p. 4S7. ??. 
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ber of meuy women, and childreo to try his Utopia. 
Aristippus was id Sidlj at the same time; and there 
passed some billiogsgate between these reverend persons. 
This philosopher had a much stronger fancy to grow 
rich than Plato: he flattered, he cracked jests and 
danced over a stick to get some of the Sicilian gold ; but 
still even he took care, sibi res^ nan se rebus submUere. 
And I remember, with great edification, how lie reproved 
one of his catechumens, who blushed, and shrunk back, 
when Ills master showed him the way to the bawdy-' 
liouse. Non ingredi turpe est, sed egredi nan passe turpe 
est The conclusion of all this is ; vn hannde hamms 
ought to have cent mille Uvresi de rente, if you pleaae ; 
but a wise man will be happy with the liundredth part 
Let us not refuse riches when they offer themselves; but 
let us give them no room in our heads- or our hearts. 
Let us enjoy wealth, without suffering it to become ne- 
cessary to us. And, to finish with one of Seneca's 
quaint sentences : ** Let us place it so, that fortune may. 
take it without tearing it from us." The passage you 
mention does follow that which I quoted to yon, and the 
advice is good. Solon thought so; nay, he went far- 
ther : and yyu remember the reason lie gave for sitting 
in the council of Pisistratus, whom he had done his ut-* 
most to oppose ; and who, by the way, proved a very 
good prince. But the epistle is not writ by Cicero, as 
you seem to ihiuk. It is, if 1 mbtajke not, an ep'istle of 
Dolabella to him. Catd, you say, would not be of tlie 
same mind. Cato is a most venerable name, and Dola- 
bella was but a scoundrel with wit and valour; and yet 
there is better sense, nay, there is more virtue, ia what 
Dolabella advises, than in the conduct of Cato. I must 
own my weakness to you. This Cato, so sung by Lu- 
can in every page, and so much better sung by Yiii;!! Id 
half a line, strikes mc with uo great respect. When I 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 257 



b 



lee Iiiin painted in all the glorious cokmn which eliK 
quence fitrnidiesy I call to miod that image of hiov 
vhich Ttillj gives io ooe of his letters to Atticus, or ta 
80iDebod7 else ; where he says, that having a mind to- 
Ibeep a debate from coming on in the senate, they made 
Cato iIk to speak, and that he talked till the hour of 
fngadog matters was over. TuUy iosinuates, that they 
oAen MMie this use of him. Does not tlie movii^ pic* 
tore shift ? Do you not behold Clarke of Taunton Dean». 
in the gown of a Roman senator, sending out the mem- 
ken Id piss? The censor used sharp medicines; but, in 
Ui time, the patient had strength to bear them. The 
■eood Cato inherited this receipt without his skill ; and 
Bke a true quack, he gave the remedy, because it waa 
Ida only ooe, though it was too late, lie hastened the 
patimt'a death: he not only hastened it, he made it 
moie cooTulnve and painful. 

The condition of your wretched country is worse than. 
you represent it to be. The healthful Indian follows 
Ua master, who died of sickness, to the grave ; but I 
mocb doubt, whether those charitable legislators exact 
the saaie, when the master is a liuiatic, and cuts his owa 
throat I mourn over Ireland with all my heart, but I 
pi^ you more. In reading your letter, I feel your 
puke ; and I judge of your distemper as surely by the 
figures into which you east your ink, as the learned doc- 
tar at ^ The hand and urinal'"'^ could do, if he pored 
over your waier. You are really in a very bad way. 
Tou say your memory declines : I believe it docs, since 
you Ibfget your friends, and since repeated importunity 
can hardly draw a token of rcmembraiK:e from you*. 
There are bad airs for the miod, as well as the body : 
ttad what do you imagine that Plato, since you have 

• The eigQ of a ooted quack ia those dajs. ^. 
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get me upon quoting him (who tlianked heaven, that he 
was not a Boeotian) would have said of the uUima 
Thule ? Shake off your laziness, ramble over hither, and 
spend some months in a kinder climate. Tou will be 
in danger of meeting but one plague here, and you will 
leave many behind you. Here you will come among 
people, who lead a life singular enough to hit your hu- 
mour ; so near the world, as to have all its cenvenien- 
cics ; so far from the world, as to be strangci-s to all its 
inconveniences ; wanting nothing which goes to tlie ease 
and iiappiuess of life ; embarrassed by nothing which is 
cumbersome. I dare almost venture to say, that you 
will like us better than the persons you live with, and 
that we shall be able to make you retrogade (that I may 
use a canonical simile) as the sun did on the dial of He- 
zekiah, and begin anew the twelve years which yon 
complain are gone. We will restore to you the nigros 
angustofronte capiUos ; and with them, the &dce Hoqui^ 
the ridere decorumj et inter vitiafugam Cynanc mcerere 
protervie, Hac est vita solvtontm miserd ambitimu gra- 
vique, and not yours. 

I was going to finish with my sheet of paper ; but 
having bethought myself, that you deserve some more 
punishment, and calling all my anger against you to my 
aid, I resolve, since I am this morning in the humour of 
scribbling, to make my letter at least as long as one of 
your sermons ; and, if you do not mend, my next shall 
be as long as one of Dr. Manton's,* who taught my 
youth to yawn, and prepared me to be a high church- 
man, that I might never heai- him read, nor read h{m 
more. 

* Thomas Manton, D. D. who had been ejected from the rectory 
of CovenKiardcD, fop noncoDfornity, after the RestoratioD. He wif 
a volumiDous writer in divinity, and published a large folio volume qf 
sprmoBs on the 119tb psalm. B. 
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You muBt know, that I am as biisj about my her- 
aiHage, which is between the Chateau and the Maison 
Bom^geoise, as if I was to pass mj life id it : and if I 
coald aee you now and then, I should be williog enougii 
to do BO. I liave in my wood the biggest and the clearest 
spring perhaps in Europe, which forms, before it leaves 
tbepuk,amore beautiful river than any which flows in 
Greek or Latin verse. I have a thousand projects about 
tUi fpriog, and among otiiers, one, which will employ 
aoBO mrble. Now marble, you know, makes one think 
dfiBKripdons : and if you will correct this, which I have 
■at yet committed to paper, it sliall be graved, and help 
lo in the table-books of Spons and Missons* yet to 



** Propter (idem iadversus Reginam, ct Partes, 

lutemeratd servatam, 
JPkopter operam in pace generali coDciliacda 
StrcDue saltem navatam, 
Impotentia vesanae factionb 
^lum vertere coactus. 
Hie ad aquae leoe caput sacrac 
Injuste exulat, 
Dulce vivit, 
H. De B. An." &c. 
Ob were better than propitTy but ob (tperam would 
nener please the ear. In a proper place, before the 
iraot of the house, which I have new built, I have a 
to inscribe this piece of patchwork : 
" Si resipiscat patria, in patriam reditunn ; 
Si eon resipiscat ubivis melius quam inter 
Tales civis futurus, 

• JaaKt Spoo, M. D. and Maximilian Missoo, were two eminent 
who have published their trards ; in which are inserted 
ioscriptioas. B. 
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Haoc villani instauro et exorno : 
Hinc, velut ex portu, alienos casus 
Et fortimae ludum iosolentcm 
Cemere suave est. 
Hic» mortem oec appetcns nee tiroecs 
Innocuis deliciii, 
Doct& quiete» 
et 
Felicis auimi immolft tranquillhate, 
Fruiscor. 
Hie mihi vivam quod superest aut cxllii, 
Aut OBvi." 
If in a year's time you should find leisure to urite to 
me, seud me some mottoes for groves, and streami^ «Dd 
fioe prospects, and retreat, and contempt of grandeur, 
&c. I have one for mj greenhouse, and one for an al- 
ley, which leads to my apartment, which are bap|^ 
enough. The first is. Hie ver assiduum, aique aUenis 

mensibus testas. The other is^ fallmtis semia 

vita. 

You see I amuse myself de la hagaUHU as much as 
you; but here lies the difference ; your bagatelle leads 
to something better ; as fiddlers flourish carelessly, be- 
fore they play a fine air. But mine begins, proceeds, 
and ends in bagatelle. 
Adieu : it is happy for you that my hand is tired. 
I will take care that you shall have my picture, and 
I am simple Enough to be obliged to you for asking for 
it. If you do not wcite to me soon, I hope it will fall 
down as soon as you have it, and break your head. 
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FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 

SIB, Sqfi. 1, 1721. 

I DO not know how to account for jour long silence, 
imfeBB jour time has been taken up in making an in- 
terest with those in power here, for one of the two arch- 
faidioprkB, that we heard were void, but I am verj glad 
are not so. Set jour heart at rest, for thej are promis- 
ed ; and therefore jou maj as well write to a skter, 
wIkd next jou honour this kingdom with anj despatch- 
ei^ «■ to anj greater people. It is a shame to think 
bmr joa have neglected those of jour own house. I 
-hid ODoe determined to write to jou no more, since no 
aonrer was to be expected ; but then revenge came into 
nj head, and I was resolved to tease jou, till at last, to 
be quiet, jou will send me some plausible excuse at 
least, for never inquiring after brother or sister. I 
wonder when jou will be good natured enough to come 
and see' how we do ; but Ireland has such powerful 
charms, that I question whether jou would leave it to 
he one of our archbishops. I was at jour brother Ar- 
ran*s* a good while this summer, and have been much 
npon the ramble, or else jou would have sooner had 
these just reproaches from me ; -uhom jou have no waj 
af appeasing, but bj a letter of at least four sides of 
paper : though I am so good a Christian, upon tliis oc- 
caaioo, as to be, notwithstanding all this ill treatment, 
sir. 

Your most sincere friend, and humble servant, 

M. ORiVIOND. 

• A. member of ike club of sixteen . H. 
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TO MR. WORRALL. 

DEAR JACK, GaUstonm, SepL 14, 1721* 

I ANSWERED your letter long ago, aod have Utile to 
saj at present I shall be io town by the begioDiog of 
next month, although a fit of good weather would tempt 
me a week longer ; for I never saw or heard of bo long 
a continuance of bad, whicli has hindered me from seve- 
ral little rambles I intended ; but I row or ride every 
day, in spite of tlie rain, in spite of a broken shin, or 
falling into the lakes, and several other trifling acci- 
dents. Pray what have you done with the Litchfield 
man ? Has he mended his voice, or is he content to 
sit down with his Christchurch^ preferment ? I doub< 
IVlrs. Brent will be at a loss about her industry book,i 
for want of a new leaf, with a list drawn of the debtors. 
I know you arc such a bungler you cannot do it, an^ 
therefore I desire that you would, in a loose sheet of pa 
per, make a survey list, in your bungling manner, ai 
soon as she wants it, and let that serve till I come. Pre 
sent my service to Mrs. Worrall. I wonder how you 
and she, and your heir,| have spent the summer, and hov 
often you have been at Duolearyjj and whether yoi 
have got her another boi-se, and whether slie hates dyin^ 
ill the country as much as ever. Desire Mrs. Brent, i 
a messenger goes from hence, to give him my fustiai 
waistcoat, because the mornings grow cold. I have nov 
and then some threatenings with my licad ; but have ne 

- One of the cathedrals ia Dublin. F. 

7 The book wherein Mrs. Brinl kopt the accoi:ntof the money 1m 
!>y Dr. Swift to poor indiistrious tradesmen, io stnall sutiis vitlio*: 
interest. F. 

X Mr. Fairbrothcr. F. 

: A village at the sci«ide Lcar Dublin. T 
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' "ta been abfiolutelj giddy above a minute, and caonot 
- conplain of my health, I thank God. Pray send them 
, inclaied to the post-office. I hear you have let your 
iioiiae to Mrs. Dopping, who will be a good tenant if she 
iivea. I suppose your new house k finished, and if 
Mn. Worral does not air it well, it may get you a new 
wife, which I would not have you tell her, because it 
wiU do the business better than a boat at Dalky.* I 
hope you have ordered an account of absent vicars, and 
. that their behaviour has not been so bad as usual du- 
ring my nckness in town : if so, I have but an ill sub- 
dean. 

I am, sir, your's, <&c. 

P. S. Tell Mrs. Brent, that if Lloyd a^ees, I shall be 
glad one of his hogsheads was left unracked. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

GaUstoTvn, near Kinnejad, 
aiY LORD, Sept. 28, 1721. 

I HAD the honour of your grace's letter of the fin^t 
instant ; and although I thought it my duty to be the 
last writer in conesponding with your grace, yet I know 
you are so punctual, that if I should write sooner, it 
would only be the occasion of giving you a new trouble, 
befcHre it ought in conscience to be put upon you. Be- 
sides, I was in some pain that your letter of Septem- 
ber 1, was not the first you had writ, because, about ten 
days after, a friend sent me word, that your grace said 
you had writ to me six weeks before, and had no an- 
swer ; whereas I can assure your grace, that I received 

* A most delightful island, within six or seven miles of Dublin. F- 
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but one from 70U ; nor had I reason to «s;peGt it, hiv- 
ing not done myself the honour to ivrite to jou before. 
I will tell you the secret of dating my letter ; I was n 
fear lest the post should be gone, and so left a blank, and 
wisely huddled it up without thinking of the date ; but 
we country gentlemen are frequently guilty of greater 
blunders ; and in that article I grow more perfect eve- 
ry day. 

I believe you seriously that you will take care of 
your health, to prevent a successor : that is to say, I 
believe you tell truth in jest ; for I know it is not the 
value of life that makes you desire to live, and am a/raid 
the world is much of your mind ; for it is out of regard 
to the public, or some of themselves, more than apon 
your own account, that they wish your eont^puance 
among us. 

It seems you are a greater favourite of the lieute- 
nant's"^ than you care to own ; for we hear that he killed 
but two bucks, and sent you a present of one. 

I hear you are likely to be the sole oppoeer of the 
bank :t and you will certainly miscarry, because it 
would prove a most perfidious thing. Bankrupts are 
always for setting up banks : how then can you think a 
bank will fail of a majority in both houses ? 

You are very perverse, my lord, in misinterpreting 
the ladies' favour, as if you must die to obtain it ; I as- 
sure you it is directly contrary ; and if you die, yow 
will lose their favour forever ; I am commanded to tell 
you so ; and therefore at the peril of your life, and of 
their good graces, look to your health. 

I hear the bishop of Bangor,{ despairing of ddng any 

" Charles, Duke of Grafton. P. 

t Al this time there was a proposal for a oatiooal bank in Ireland; 
which was rejected by parliament. F, 
\ Dr. Benjamin Hoadly. F. 
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good with you, has taken up witti Hereford. I am a 
pUo man, and would be glad at any time to see fifty 
MKfa iriihops hanged, if I could thereby have saved the 
Bfe of his predecessor, for whom I had a great esteem 
and friendship. I do not much approve the compli- 
meota Bade you by comparisons drawn from good and 
had emperors, because the inference falls short on both 
sides* If Julian had immediately succeeded Constan- 
tine, it would have been more to the purpose. Sir 
James of the Peak* said to Bouchier the gamester,. 
** Sirrah, I shall look better than you, when I have beeu 
a month in my grave," A great man in England was 
blaming me for despising somebody or other ; I assured 
him I did not at all despise the man he mentioned ; that 
I was not so liberal of my contempt ; nor would bestow it 
where there was not some degree of merit. Upon this 
principle, I can see no proper ground of opposition be- 
tween your grace, and tliat wretch of Bangor. I have 
read indeed, that a dog was once made king of Nor- 
way, but I forgot who was his predecessor ; and there- 
fore am at a loss for the otiier part of the comparison. 

I am afraid the clatter of ladies' tongues is no very 
good cure for a giddiness in the head. When your 
grace, (as you say) was young, as I am not, the ladies 
were better company, or you more easily pleased. I 
am perpetually reproaching them for their ignorance 
affectation, impertinence, (but my paper will not hold 
all) except lady Betty Rochfort, your old acquaintance. 

I own, my head, and your grace's feet, would be ill 

'^ Sir James of the Peak, is described by Mrs- Maiiloy in the 
** New Atalanti?,^^ as a notorious gamester ; he bears the same cha- 
ncter ia Dr. King*! works, vol. II. p. 245 ; and his gamiDg on Sun- 
^ys is censured by the Examiner, see No. 46. From his skill in 
flay, he w«8 called ** monsieur le chevalier/* by the fbob he ha9 
tfaeated of their estates. N. 

TOJ.. XVI. M 
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joined ; but give me your head and take 1117 feet, and 
match us in the kingdom if you can. 

My lord, I row after health like a waterman, and ride 
after it like a post-boy, and find some little success ; but 
suheani morbi trisiisque senectus, I have a receipt to 
whicll you are a stranger ; my lord Oxford and Mr. 
Prior used to join with me in taking it ; to whom I of; 
ten said, when we were two hours diverting oiirselves 
with trifles, vive la bagatelle. I am so deep among the 
workmen at Rochfort's canals and lakes, so dexterous at 
the oar, such an alderman after the hare 

I am just now told from some newspapers, that one of 
ihe king's enemies, and my excellent friend, Mr. Prior,* 
is dead ; I pray God deliver me from many such trials. 
I am neither old nor philosopher enough to be indifier- 
ent at so great a loss ; and therefore I abruptly con- 
clude, but with the greatest respect, my lord, ^ 

Your grace's most dutiful, 

and obedient servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO THE REV. MR. JACKSON, AT GALLS- 

TOWx\.t 

Dublin, Oct. 6, 1721. 

I HAD no mind to load you with the secret of my go- 
ing, because you should bear none of the blame. I fell 
upon a supposition that Mr. Rochfort had a mind to 
keep me longer, which I will allow in him and you, but 

-■He died Sept. 18, 17'Jl. i\. 

f Copied from the ori?in:tl in Vac ros*e?fion of two friib ladie*, oi 
the D^mc of SheotoD, (daughters ofu late precentor of ^rsHt -church, 
Dublin.) N. 
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nst one of the family besides^ who I confess had reason 
CDoagh to be weary of a man, who entered into none of 
Aek tttteS) nor pleasures, uor fancies, nor opinions^ nor 
talk. I baited at Clencuny, and got to Les?ip between 
time and four, saw the curiosities there, and tlie next 
mofftiiiig came to Dublin bj eight o'clock, and was at 
pnycn in mj catliedral. There's a trayeller. I for- 
pit a kmg treatise copied bj my Trish secretary, wliicli 
I loit Clem. Barry. Pray get it from him, and seal it 
npi, and keep it, till you get a convenience of sending it. 
Derirc Lady Betty to gire you the old silver box that 
I carried tlie comfits in : it belongs to poor Mrs. Brent, 
and she asked me for it witti a sigh. Yon may trust it 
vith Arthur. You arc now happy, and have nobody 
to tease you to the oar or the saddle. You can sit in 
yoar night-gown till noon without any reproaches. 

I left a cote for you with James DoyI, with com- 
missioaB which I hope you will fulfil, though you bor- 
row the money ; I will certainly be out of your debt in 
all articles Between us when you come to town, or be- 
fore, if )'0u di-air a bill upon nie, for now I have money, 
and value no man. I am told your tribe bere is all well. 
though I have seen none but Jnck Jackson. 

Farewell, go to cards, and lose your money with 
great gravity. 

My service to all your gii's. 

I gave Jamos Do} 1 two crowns, acd a strict order to 
take care of [^-^l grey-colt, which I desire you will se- 
cond. 

I had a perfect summer journf y. and if I had staid 
much longer T should have certainly had a n inter one, 
which, with weak honfs and Lad roads, would have 
been a veiy unpjeasr.nt liiiDg. 
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TO THE REV. MR. WALLIS. 

siA, DubHn, Nov, 3, 1721. 

Tou stole iu and out of town without seeing either 
the ladies or me ; wliich was very un^atefuily done, 
considering the obligations you have to us, for lodging 
and dieting with you so long. Why did you not call 
in the morning' at the deanery ? Besides, we reckoned 
for certain that you came to stay a month or twoi, as you 
told us you intended. I hear you were so kind as to 
be at Laracor, where I hope you planted sometliing ; and 
I intend to be down after Christmas, when you must con- 
tinue a week. As for your plan, it is very pretty, too 
pretty for the use I intend to make of Laracor. Airi 
would desire is, what I mention in the paper I left you, 
except a walk down to the canal. I suppose your pro- 
ject would cost me ten pounds and a constant gardener. 
Pray come to town, and stay some time, and repay your- 
self some of your dinners. I wonder how a mischief 
you came to miss us. Why did jou not set out a Mon- 
day, like a true countr}' parson ? Besides, you lay h^ 
load on us, in saying one chief end of your jouiney was 
to see us : but I suppose tliere might be another motive, 
and you arc like the man that died of love and the colic. 
Let us know whether you are more or less monkish, how 
long you found yourself better by our company, and 
how long before you recovered the charges we put you 
to ? The ladies assure you of their hearty services ; 
and I am, with great truth and sincerity, 

Your most faithful humble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 
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FROM LORD BOUKGBtmKK. 

Jan. 1, 1721 ?. 
I mecBiTED your letter of the tweoty-niDth of Sep« 
foBber, abore a fortuight ago ; aod should have set jou 
% an lesample, by answeriog it immediately, (which I do 
QQl scmember jou ever set roe) if I had not been obliged 
to abandoD the silence and quiet of this beloved retreat, 
and to thnut myself into the hurry and babble of an im- 
pertioeDt tonn. In less than ten davs which I spent at 
YmBf I was more than ten times on the point of leaving 
■y bosiDess there undone ; and yet this business was to 
nve four-fifths of four hundred thousand livres, which I 
bave on the townliouse ; restes misirabUs du naufrage 
ie ma farUme, Luckily I had the fear of you before 
ny e}'es; and though I cannot hope to deserve your es- 
teem by growing rich, I have endeavoured to avoid 
your contempt by growing poor. The expression is 
cqniFOC^ : a fault which our language often betrays 
thoie vbo scribble hastily, into; but your own coo- 
fdence wQl serve for a commt-ut, and fix the sense. Let 
me tbank you for remembering me in your prayers, and 
for using your credit above, so generously in my behalf. 
To despise riches with Seneca's purse, is to have at once 
all the advantages of fortune and philosophy. 
Quid voveat dulci nutricula majus alumno ? 
You are not like H. Cuy,"^ who, among other excel- 
lent pieces of advice gave me this, when I first came to 
court ; to be very moderate and modest in my applica* 

. • Heoiy Guy, who had been secretary to the treasury durir^ 
fliree SDccesfive reigns, died February 23, 1710, and UV. to Uiliiam 
Ibheney, Csq. late Earl cf Bath, near forty thousand pounds, with 
aa estate (tf about five hundred pounds a year j as the latter owns, in 
bif aoawer to one part of a late infamoaa Iib?1, &c. published in 1731. 
K.3a. B. 
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tions for my fnends, and very greedy- and importunate 
If hen I iiskc^ for myself. Tou call Tully names, to 
revenge Cato's quarrel ; and to rov«ngo Tally's, I aui 
]t:ady to fall foul of Seneca. You churchmen have 
rricd him up for a great saint ; and as if you imagined, 
that to have it believed tliat he had a month's mind to 
be a christian, ivould reflect some honour on cbristiauity, 
yoii employed one of tliosc pious frauds, so frequently 
practised in the days of primitive simplicity, to impose 
on the world, a pretended coirespondencc between hiib 
and the great apostle of the gentiles.^ Your partiality 
in his favour shall bias mc no more than the pique which 
Dion Cassius and others show against him. Like an 
oquitablc judge, I shall only tax him with avarice in bis" 
prosperity, adulation in his adversity, and affectation in 
every state of life. Were I considerable enough to be 
banished from ray countiy, racthiuks I would not puiv 
chase my restoration at the expense of writing such a 
letter to the prince himself, as your christian stoic wrote 
to the emperor's slave, Polybius.f Thus I think of the 
man, and yet I read the author witli pleasure ; tliough 
[ join in condemning those points, which he introduced 
into the Latin style; those eternal wittici^ms^ strung 
like beads together, and that impudent manner of talk- 
ing to the passions, before he has gone about to con- 
vince the judgment ; which Erasmus, if I remember 
right, objects to him. He is seldom instructive, but he 
is perpetually entertaining ; and when he gives you no 

' ^ It consists of thirteen letter?, which seemed to St. Jerom and 8t 
Au;;uFliQ to have been genuine. But du Pin (NouveJle Bibliotheque, 
des Autcurs Ecrl^siastiques, toio. i. p.24. edit. 1600, 4to.) acknow* 
ledgof), that thej contain nothing worthy of the apostle or philotpheft 
tand have not the least rraicmblance to the rtyU of either. Thif ia 
likewise the judgment ofthe most learned among the modera critics. B. 
f Scnecn de Consolatioae ad Polybium. B. 
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new idea, he reflects your own back upon you with new 
luftre. I have lately writ an excellent treatise in prai£e 
of exile.* Many of the hints are taken from Consolatio 
ml HekfioMn, and other parts of his works. Tlie whole 
is tunied in his style and maqner ; and there is as mucli 
of Uie tpirit of the portique^ as I could infuse without 
•lunniog too far into the mirabUia^ inopinala^ et para- 
doxa i which Tully, and I think Seneca himself, riJi- 
ciilea the school of Zeno for. That you may laugli at 
me in your turn, I oM-n in<;cnuou8ly, that I .bogau iu 
jest, grew serious at the thiixi or fourth page, and con- 
vincnd inyc^^lf, before I Iiad done, of wliat perhaps I 
shall never convince any other, that a man of sense and 
virtue may be unfortunate, but can never be unhappy. 
Do not Imagine, however, that I have a mind to quarrel 
with A/istippus ; he is still my fovourite among the 
pbilosopliers ; and if I find some faults in him, they are 
few and venial. 

Yoa do me much honour, iu saying, that I put you in 
ttisd of Ijofd Dighy ;t but say it to no one else, for fear 
of passing for partial in your parallels, which has dond 
Plutarch more hurt than it has done good to his Grecian 
heroes. I had forgot, or I never knew, the remarkable 
passage which you mention. Great virtue, unjustly 
persecuted, may hold such language, and will be heard 
with applause ; with general applause I mean, not uni- 
▼ersal. There was at Athens a wretch, who spit in the 
fiiee of Aristides, as he married firm, calm, and almost 
fay, to execution. Perhaps there was not another man 
■moDg the Atlienians, capable of the same vile action. 

* It ifl printed in his works, under the title of ** Reflections up«D 
Exile.** B. 
f George Lord Digby, afterward Earl of Bristol. Dr. Swift, in a 
. Jetter to Lord BolinjrbrolLe, Aiaril 6, 1729, style* Lord Digby the pro- 
totype of Lord Bolingbroke. B. 
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And for the hoDour of my couDtry, I will believe, tlial 
there are few men in England, beside Lord Oxford, ca- 
pable of hearing that strain of eloquence, without admi- 
ration. There is a sort of kindred in souls, and they 
are divided into more families than we are apt to imap 
gine. Digby's and Harley's are absolute strangers to 
one another. Touch a unison, and all the unisonB will 
give the same eoutid; but you may thrum a lute till 
your fingers arc sore, and you will draw no sound out of 
' a Jew's harp. 

I thank you for correcting my inscriptions, and I 
thank you still more for promising to gatlier up mottoes 
for me, and to write often to me. I am as little given to 
beg corre&pondeiits, as you are to beg pictures ; but since 
I cannot live with you, I would fain hear from you. To 
grow old with good sense, and a good friend, was the 
wish of Thales ; I add, with good health : to ergoy but 
one and a half of these three, is hard. I have heard of 
Prior's death,^ and of his epitaph ;t and have seen a 
Grange boo]c, writ by a grave and eloquent doctor,^ 

* See p. 2Cfi. N. 

t In the following triplet, written by hinisolf. 

" To me 'tis given to die; to you 'tis given 
" To live. Alas ! one moment sets us even ; 
" Mark how impartial is the will of Heaven !*' 

Bishop Attcrbury, in a letter to !Vfr. Pope, dated Sept 27, 1721, 
sayp, " I had not strci.-^th enough to attend Mr. Pricw to hia grave; 
i'lfip J would have done it, to have showed hia friend^ that I had for- 
got and forgiven what he wrote on mo. He was twried at he doiKd, 
at the feet of S|)enser. I will take care to make good, in every respect 
what I said to him when living, particularly as to the triplet he wrote 
for his own epitaph ; which, while we were on good tenns, I promi*-. 
C'd him sliould never appear on his tomb while I was Dean of Wevt- 
niinster." Attcrbury 's Epistolary Correspondence, 17U9, voL II. p. 
117. N. 

t Richard Fiddcs, D. D. published in 1721, in octavo, " A I-etter 

n Answer to one from a Freetliinkerj occasioned by the late Diikp 

ipf Buckinghamshire's Epitaph; wherein certain passages iu it, that 

have been Ihoughl exceptionable, air vindji'alcd; and t!ie Uoctrine 
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fltoit the Duke of BuckiDgfaBmshire. People, who talk 
nuch io that moroeot, cau have, agl believe, but one of 
tiieae two principles, fear or vanity. It is therefore 
much better to hold one's tongue. I am sorry, that tlie 
fint of these persons, our old acquaintance Matt. lived 
ta poor as you represent him. I thought that a certain 
loidy* whose marriage with a certain heiress was the ulti- 
mate end of a certain administration, had put him above 
waot Prior might justly enough have addressed him- 
self to his young patron, as our friend Aristippus did to 
Diooysius ; *^ you have money, which I want ; I have 
wit and knowledge, which you want." I long to see 
jour " Travels ;''t for, take it as you will, I do not re- 
tract what I said. I will undertake to find, in two pages 
at jcm hagaiellesy more good sense, useful knowledge, 
and true religion, than you can show me in the works 
of tdneteen in twenty of the profound divines and phi- 
loBophen of the age^ 

I am obliged to return to Paris in a month or six 
weekft time, and from thence will send you my picture. 
Would to Heaven I could send you as like a picture of 
ay mind ; you would find yourself, in that draught, the 
object of the truest esteem, and the sincerest friendship/ 



FROM DR. SNAPE.. 

tCND SIR, • Windsor, April 23, 1 722. 

I TAKE the opportunity of two of our choir going 
over to try their fortune in your country, at once to re- 

•rthe Soars Immortalitjr asserted, Ac." This wai followed by a Se- 

coad LeUer, publislied the same jear. B. 

* Edirard Lord Harley, who married in October 1713, the Lady 

Henrietta CayendiBh Holies, 00I7 daughter and hctr of John Dujpt 

oflTewcaBQe. B. 

IGoHiver^i. N. 

w 9 
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turo my thanks fer a veiy obligiog letter 70U favouiei 
me with some years ago, and your kiad interpreUtioD of 
tnj endeavours at that time to assert the cause of our 
establishment against a prelate^ who was underminiDg 
it ; and also to recommend to your favour the bearer^ 
Mr. Elford ; who upon the encouragement of your wortiij 
primate, is going to settle at Armagh* I cannot pretend 
to say, he has the same compass of voice with hb late 
brotlier, whom the good queen so much admired ; but I 
will venture to say, he has a greater compass of iioder- 
standing ; and upon the whole, that he is a good dKUF- 
man. The other, that bears him company, was a veiy 
useful chorister to us. His voice, since its breakings is. 
somewhat harsh, but I believe will grow mellower. 
If you find either of them for your purpose, especially 
the bearer, when you have a vacancy in your church, I 
shall be much obliged to you for any favour you are 
pleased to show ; and be ready to approve njiel( on 
^j occasion, reverend sir. 

Your most obliged and affectionate senranty 

A. SNAPJJ^ 



TO VANESSA. 

Chsrher,June'iyM22. 
Thb weather has been so constantly bad that I have 
wanted all the healthy advantages of the countiy, and 
it seems likely to continue so. It would have beeo in- 
liDitely better ouce a week to have met at Kendal, aod 
so forth, where one might paes three or four bouia in 
drinking coflTee in the morning, or dining UU-A-UiCf 
^inkipg coffee again till seven. God send yoHthniugi 

* Bishop Ileadly. R 
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joar law suit, and }roiir reference. And remember Uiat 
xkbes are nine parts io tea of all that is good m life, 
and health is the tenth; drinking coffee comes long 
lAer, and yet it is the eleventh ; but without the two 
former yoa cannot drink it right : and remember tlie 
cfaina in the old house, and Rider-street, and the colo- 
ny's journej to France, and the Loudon wedding, and 
the sick lady at Keosiogton, and the indisposition at 
Windsor, and the strain by the box of books at London. 
Last year I writ you civilities, and you were angry. 
This year I will write you none, and you will be angry ; 
yet mj thoughts were still the same — Crayez queje serai 
Vmjmfrs taut ce que vaus disirez. Adieu. 



TO THE SAMEr 

Laughgall^ County qfAfmagh, July 13, 1722, 

I AM well pleased with the account of your visit, and 

the behavioui' of the ladies. I see every day as silly 

things among both sexes, yet endure them for the sake 

of amusement. The worst thing in you and me is^ that 

we are too hard to please ; and whether we have made 

ourselves so, is the question ; at least I believe we have 

the same reason. One thiog that I differ from you in is-, 

that I do not quarrel with my best friends. I believe 

you have ten angry passages in your letter, and every 

one of them enough to spoil two days apiece of riding 

and walking. We differ prodigiously in one point : I 

fly from the spleen to tlie world^s end ; you run out of 

your way to meet it. I doubt tlie bad weather has 

hindered you much from the diversions of your country 

house, and put you upon thinking in your chamber. 

The use I have made of it, was to read, I know not 

m3 
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how many, diverting books of histoiy and travels. I 
wish you would get yourself a hoi-se, and have always 
two servants to attend you, and visit your neighbours ; 
the worse the better : there is a pleasure in being reve- 
renced ; and that is always in your power, by your su- 
periority of sense, and an easy fortune. The best max* 
im I know in this life is, to drink your colTee when you 
can ; and when you cannot, to be easy without it : 
while you continue to be splenetic, count upon it, I will 
always preach. Tlius much I sympathise with you, 
that I am not cheerful enough to write ; for I believe 
coflTee, once a week, is necessaiy to that. I can sincere- 
ly answer all your questions as I used to do ; but then 
I give all possible way to amusements, because they pre- 
serve my temper, as exercise does my health ; and witli- 
out health and good humour I would rather be a dog. I 
have shifted scenes oftener than ever I did in my life, 
and I believe have lain in thirty beds since I left town, 
mid always drew up the clothes with my left hand ; 
which is a superstition I have learned these ten years. 
I long to see you in figure and equipage. Pray do ool 
lose that taste. Farewell. 



TO THE SAME. 

August 7, 1 722. 

I AM this hour leaving my present residence ; and if 
J fix any where shall let you know it. 

A long vacation. Law lies asleep, and bad weather. 
How do you wear away the time ? Is it among the 
groves and fields of your country seat, or among your 
cousins in town ; or thinking in a train that will be sure 
to vex you ; and tlien reaping, and forming teasing coo- 
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diinons firbm miBtakeD thoughts ? The best compaDion 
hr you is a philosopher ; whom jou would regard as 
Ancb as a sennooi I have read more trash since I left 
you, than would fill all your shelves, and am abundant- 
ly the better for it, though I scarce recpember a syllable. 
-Whi(t a foolish thing b time ; and how foolish is roaD^ 
who would be as angry if time stopped, as if it passed. 
But I wiH not proceed at this rate ; for I am writing, 
and thinking myself fast into the spleen, which is the 
Mly thing I would not compliment you by imitating. 
So adieu till the next place I fix in. 



TO ROBERT COPE, ESQ. 

Dublin, Oct. 9, 1 722. 

I AH but just come to town, and therefore look upon 
myself to have just left Loughgall, and that this is the 
irst opportunity I have of writing to you. 

Strange revolutions since I left you : a bishop"^ of my 
old acquaintance in the Tower for treason, and a doctor 
of my new acquaintance made a bishop.f I hope you 
are returned with success from your Connaught journey, 
and that you tired yoursc^lf more than you expected in 
taking the compass of your new land ; the consequence 
of which must be, that you will continue needy some 
years longer than you intended. Tour new Bishop 
Bolton was born to be ray tormentor ; he ever opposed 
me as my subject,^ and now has left me embroiled for 
want of him. The government, in consideration of the 

• Dr. Atterbnry, Bisbop of Rochester. ¥. 
f Dr. Theophilus Bolton, Bishop of Clonfert, Sept. 12, 1722; and 
ID 1719 Archbishop of Cashell. N. 
\ 0r. Bolton bad been chancellor of St. Fatrick*^ N. 
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many fayours thej have shown me, would faia have me 
give St Bride's to some one of their haogdogs, that Dr. 
Howard may come la to St. Werburgh'a. So tliati 
must either disoblige whig and tory in my chapter, or 
be ungrateful to my patrons in power. When you come 
to town, you must be ready, at what time you hear the 
sound of tablet, harp, &c. to worship the brazen image 
set up, or else be cast into a cold watery furnace ; I 
have not yet seen it, for it does not lie in my walks^ and 
I want curiosity. The wicked tories themselves b^gin 
now to believe there was some thing of a plot ; and 
every plot costs Ireland more than any plot can be 
worth. l*he court has seut a demand here for more 
money by three times than is now in the hands of the 
treasury, and all the collectors of this kingdom put to- 
gether. I escaped hanging very narrowly a month ago; 
for a letter from Preston, directed to me, was opened in 
the post-office, and sealed again in a very slovenly maii<- 
ner, wlieu Manlcy found it only contained a request 
from a poor curate. This hath determined me against 
writing treason : however, I am not certain that this let- 
ter may not be interpreted as comforting his most excel* 
lent majesty's enemies, since you have been a state pri- 
soner. Fray God keep all honest men out of the hands 
of lions and bears, and UHcircumcised Fhilbtioes! I 
hoped my brother Orrery''^ had loved his land too much 

* Charles Boyle, born in August, 1676, was cnterecl, when only 6f- 
teen, of Christ's Church, Oxford ; and early dintitiguisUcd himself by 
puhlishins the life of Lysander, from the Greek of Plutarch ; aDd 
still more, by his edition of Plmlaris in 1G93, and the consequent con- 
troversy with Dr. Bentley. He succeeded to the title of Earl of Or- 
rery, Aug. ^3, 17U3, on the death of his elder brother Lionel, and 
had a regiment given him ; was elected a Vnight of the Thistle, Oct. 
I3y 1703 i raised to the rank of msgor general in 1709, and sworn of 
the privy council. At the time the i^eace of Utrecht was Sfttlinir he 
was appoiuted envoy extraordinary to tUe states of Flanden and 
Brabant, Jan. 11^ 1710 II ^ and, for bis serviees, wa; created Baron 
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to hazard it oo reiridutloo priiic]p]e& I am told that a 
ladj of my acquaiDtance was the diacoTerer of this plot, 
baviog a lover among the true whiga, whom she prefer- 
red before an old battered hiuband. 

Toa never saw any thing so fine as my new Dtiblio 
plaDtatioDs c^ ehns; I wish you would come and visit 
them; and I am veiy strong in wine, though not so li- 
beral of It as you. It is said Ijiat Kelly the parson* is 
admitled to Kelly the squire,t and that Uiey are cooking 
np m discovery between them, for the Improvement of the 
heaipen mainufacture. It is reckoned tliat the best trade 
in London this winter will be that of an evidence. As 
■och as I hate the tones, I cannot but pity them as fools* 
Some think likewise, that the pretender ought to have 
his choice of two caps, a red cap or a fooPs cap. It b a 
wonderiiil thing to see the tories provoking his present 
mjesty, whose clemency, mercy, and forgiving temper, 
have been so agnal, so extraordinary, so more than hu- 

Bt^Ie, of Mantoo, in Somersetshire, Sept 10, 1711. He resided at 
Binwili. as envoy, till June 1713; and, on the acceaaion of Kins 
Oflu r jte 1. was continued in his coounand in the armj, made a lord of 
Ihe- bfdfhamlier ; and lord lieutenant of the county of Somerset, 
Dec 3, 1714. He resigned his post in the bedchamber in 1716, hit 
itgumeat having before been taken from him ; was committed to the 
Tower, Sept. 28, 172^ on suspicion of being concerned in Layer^s 
plot ; whence he was at lakt dischaiged, after suffering sevwely in 
hit l^ealth ; and died Aug. 28, 1731, aged 51. His lordship*s taste aa 
a file writer is well establislied; and the noble instrument iuvented 
\y him, which bears his name, is a proof of his mechanical genius ; 
he had aloD a peculiar turn to medicine ; and bought and read what- 
ever was published on that'sufciieet N. 

* Ceorge Kc-Uy, taken up on suspicion of treasonable corresp<md- 
ence, was tried by the house of losds, found guilty, and sentenced to 
he con6ned in the Tower for life ; but made his encape io 1736. 19. 

f Captain Dennis Kelly, who had a very good estate in Ireland, 
was committed to the Tower in 1722, on suspicion of correspondiug 
with the pretender. Mr. Kelly's daughter was honoured with tbe 
(nemUiip of Dr. Swift; and several of her letters are iQ ttus coVfip- 
tiiB of his works. N. 
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mane, during the. whole course of his reign ; irhidK 
plainly appears, not only from his own speeches and tie- 
claratioDs, but also from a most ingenious pamplilet just 
come over, relating to the wicked bishop of Rochester. 
But enough of politics.. I have no town news: I have 
seen nobody: I have heard nothing. Old Rochfort* 
has got a dead palsy. Lady Bettyf has been long ill. 
Dean Percivale^ has answered the other dean's journaK 
in Grub-street, justly taxing him for avarice and want of 
hospitality. Madam Percivale absolutely denies all tlie 
facts: insists that she never made caudles of dripping; 
that Charly never had the chin cough, &c 

My most humble service to Mrs. Cope, who enter- 
tained that covetous lampooning dean much better than 
he deserved. Remember me to honest Nauty, and boy 
Barclay. 

Ever yours^ &c. 



* Robert Rochfort, Esq. He was made attorney general to King 
William, June 6, 1695 ; cliosen speaker of the house of commons the 
9ame year ; and appointed chipf baron of the exchequer in 1707, in 
vrhich post he continued till the death of tlie queen. N. 

t Wife to Mr. (Jeorge Roclifort (the chief baron's son,) anddaogh- 
ter to the Earl of Drogheda. N. 

I Dr. William Percivale, Archdeacon of Cashell in 1713, appears fay 
Boulter's Letters, to have been promoted in the year 1725, to therf«- 
tory of St Michao's in Dublin, he was then a dean, and evidently 
the person here meant Dr. Percivale died suddoily at Gaulstown 
Oct. 10, 1727. N. 

} See The Country Life, by Dean Swift, in tlic Poetical part of this 
.collection. N. 
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TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

xruBD, Oc/. 11, 1722. 

I OFTEN receive letters franked Oxford^ but always 
fod them written and subficribed by your lordship^s ser- 
mX M^ett. His meaniug is some business of bis own, 
wherain I am his solicitor ; but he makes bis court by 
giving me an account of the state of your family ; and 
perpetually adds a clause, " That your lord&bip soon io- 
tenda to write to me.-' I knew you indeed when yoa 
were not so great a man as you are now, 1 mean when 
yua wera treasurer; but you are grown so proud since 
your retirement, that there is no enduring you : and you 
have reason, for you never acted so difiicult a part of life 
before. In the two great scenes of power and persecu- 
tion you have excelled mankind ; and in this of retire^ 
ment, you have most injuriously forgotten your friends. 
Poor Prior often sent me his compliments on this occa- 
liao; and I have returned him mine. I never courted 
your acquaintance when you governed Europe, but you 
courted mine ; and now you neglect me, when I use all 
ny insinuations to keep myself in your memory. I am 
TCiy sensible, that next to receiving thanks and coropli- 
■ents, there is nothing you more hate Uian writing let- 
ters; but, since I never gave you thanks, nor made you 
compliments, I have so much more merit than any of 
those thousands whom you have less. obliged, by only 
making their fortunes, without taking them into your 
frif ndsliip, as you did me ; w hom you always counte- 
nanced in too public and particular a manner to be for- 
gotten, either by the world or myself; (or which, never 
nan was more proud, or less vain. 

I have now been ten years soliciting for your picture ; 
and if I had solicicited you for a thousand pounds (I 
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mean of jour own money, not the public) I could have 
prevailed in ten days. You have given me many 
hundred hours ; can you not now give me a couple ? 
have my mortifications been so few, or are jou so ma- 
licious to add a greater than I ever jet sufiered ? did 
jou ever refuse me any thing I asked you ? aod vili 
you now begin ? In my conscience, I believe, and by 
the whole conduct of your life I have reason to believe, 
that you arc too poor to bear the expense. I ever told 
you, I was the richer man of tlie two ; and I am now 
richer by five hundred pounds, than I was at the time 
when I was boasting at your table of my wealth, hpforc 
Diamond Tilt.* 

I have liitherto taken up with a scurvy print of you, 
under which I have placed this lemma: 

— Vcteres actus primamtjue juventam 
ProsC'juar 'I ad aese inentem prasentia ducwnL 

And thiri I will place under your picture, whenever you 
are rich enough to send it me. I will only promise, in 
return, that it shall never lose you the reputatloo of po^ 
verty ; which, to one of ^ your birth, patrimony, and em- 
ployments, is one of the greatest glories of your life, 
and so shall be celebrated by me. 

I iutreat your lordship, if your leisure and your beallli 
will permit, to let me know when I can be a month with 

• Thomas Pitt, Esq. goveraor of Fort St George, in the East-fo. 
d)e«, where he resided many years, and gained au immenK fortune. 
In 171G, he was made governor of Jamaica, but reiigned that port io 
1717. He died April 2B, 1726. It having been reported that lie gain- 
ed his Tamous diamond by a stretch of power, he declared in a very 
Solemn manner, that he purchased it (airly of ao etnieot diamond 
merchant, for d8,000 pagodas, or 20,40(M. It was reckoned the largest 
jewel in Eurojw, and weighed 127 carats. When poli.<hed, it was as 
big as a pullet's egj;. The cuttings amounted to eight or ten thoQ 
sand pounds, tie sold it to the king of France for 136,0001. N. 
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jion St BramptoQ castle ; because I have a great deal of 
busineaB with you that relates to posterity. Mr. My- 
nett ba^ Air some time, led roe an UDComfortabIc life^ 
with Ilia ULBCcouatB of your health ; but, God be thank- 
ed^ his style of late is much altered for the better. 

. My hearty and coustant prayers are perpetually of- 
fived vp for the preservation of you and your eKcelleni 
Cugnily. Pnj, my lord,. write to me : or you never lov- 
ed mc^ or I have done something to deserve your dia- 
pleawre. My lord and Lady Harriot, my brother and 
MteTy* pretend to atone by making me fine presents; 
bat I would have his lordship know, tliat I would value 
iTO of hia lines more than two of his manors, &€• 



FROM MR. GAY. 

asAB an, London^ Dec. 22, 1722. 

4jnzs every postday, for these eight or nine years^ 
I iwve been troubled with an uneasiness of spirit, and at 
hrf, I have resolved to get rid of it, and write to you. 
Ida not deserve you should think so well of me as I 
leally deserve ; for I have not professed to you, that I 
love you as much as ever I did : but you are the only 
penon of my acquaintance almost that does not know it. 
Whomever I see that comes from Ireland, the first ques- 
tion I aak is after your health; of which I had the 
pleaaure to hear very lately from Mr. Berkeley. I 
tUnk of you very often : nobody wishes you better, or 
loop more to see you. Duke Disney, who knows more 
thau any man alive, told me I should certainly 



•The nembersi/ the club of sixteen all called one another bro- 
■nd coQieqaeotly Iheir wives were sisters to the several mpor 
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meet 70U at the Bath this season : but I had one com- 
fort in bein^ disappointed, that you did not want it for 
your health. I was there for near eleven weeks for a 
colic, that I have been often tmubled with of late ; but 
have not found all the benefit I expected. 

I lodge, at present, in Burlington-house, and have re» 
ceived many civilities from many great men, bat v^ry 
few real benefits. They wonder at each other for not 
providing for roe ; and I wonder at them all. Expe- 
rience has given me some knowledge of them ; so that I 
can say, that it is not in their power to disappoint me. 
You find I talk to you, of myself; I wish you would re- 
ply in the same manner. I hope, though you have not 
heard of me so long, I have not lost my credit with you; 
but tliat you will think of me in the same manner, as 
when you espoused my cause so warmly, which my grfr 
titude never can forget. 

I am, dear sir. 
Your most obliged and sincere humble serrant, 

J. GAT- 

F. S. Mr. Pope, upon reading over this letter, desired 
me to tell you, that he has been just in the same senti- 
ments with me, in regard to you; and shall never for- 
get his obligations to you. 



TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

Dublin^ Dec. 22, 1 722. 

What care we, whether you swim or sink ? Is thb a 
'imc to talk of boats, or a time to sail in them, when I 
am shuddering? or a time to build boat houses, or pay 
for carriage ? Xo ; but toward summer, I promiiie here- 
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igr, vnder my hand to subscribe a (giiioea^) shilling foK 
^ooe^ or, if you please me, what is blotted out, or some^ 
Odag thereabouts, and the ladies shall subscribe three 
thhteens between them, and Mrs. Brent a penny, and 
Bobert and Archy halfpence a piece, and the old man 
and woman a farthing each ; in short, I will be your col- 
lector, and we will send it down full of wine, a fortnight 
More we go at Whitsuntide. Tou will make eight 
thousand blunders in your planting ; and who can help 
it? for I cannot be with you. My horses eat hay, and 
I hold my visitation on January 7, just in the midst of 
Christmas. Mrs. Brent is angiy, and swears as much 
at a fanatic can do, that she will subscribe sixpence to 
your boat. Well, I shall be a countr} man when you 
•re not ; we are now at Mr. Fad's,t with Dan aii^ Sam ; 
and I steal out while they are at cards, like a lover 
writing to his mistress. We have no news in our town. 
The ladies have left us to day, and I promi&ed them that 
you would carry your club to Arseliagh, Mhen you are 
weaiy of one another. Yuu express yoiu- happiness 
with grief in one hand, and sorrow in the other. What 
fowl have you but the weep? what hairs, but Mrs. 
Macfaden's gray hairs? what pease but your own? 
Your mutton and your wether are both very bad, and 
so b your wedder mutton. Wild fowl is what we like. 
How will this letter get to you ? A fortnight good from 
this morning, you will find Quilca not the thing it was 
last August ; nobody to relish the lake ; nobody to ride 
over the downs; no trout to be caught; no dining over ft 
well ; no night heroics, no morning epics ; no stolen hour 
when the wife is gone ; no creature to call you names. 
Foot miserable Master Sheridan ! JSo blind hai-pers ! no 

• The word guinea is struck throngh with a pen in ttc copv, F. 
Fackn. F. 
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joumies to Rantavan ! Answer all this, and be my tmg" 
nus Ap^a. We have new plap and new fibels, and 
nothing Valuable is old but Stella, whose bones she xt- 
commends to jou. Dan desires to know whetlier yon 
Baw the advertisement of your being robbed — and so I 
ronclude. 

Yours, Ax. 

T. 



TO MR. GAY. 

Dublin^ Jan. 8, 1 722-3. 

Coming home after a short Christmas ramble, I found 
n letter upon my table, and little exj^ccted when I open- 
ed it to read your name at the bottom. The best and 
greatest part of my life, until these last eight yean, I 
spent in £t)o;1and; there I made my friendships, and 
there I left my desires. I am condemned for ever to 
anotlicr country ; what h in prudence to be done ? I 
think, to be ohlilusqne mcorum, oblivisceHtlus ft illis. 
What can be the design of your letter but malice, to 
wake me out of a scuiTy sleep, which however is better 
than none? I am toward nine ^eare older duce I left 
> ou, yet til at is tlie least of my alte rations ; my busiucss, 
my diversions, my conversations, are all entirely changed 
fur the wort^e, and so are my studies and my amusements 
in writiDg; yet, after all^ this humdrum way of life 
might be passable enough, if you would let me alone. I 
v=hall not be able to rr-lish my wine, my parsons, my. 
liorscs, nor my garden for three months, until the spirit 
you have raised sliall be ciispossesscd. I liave some- 
times wondered that I have net visited you, but I liavc 
bccu stopped by too many reasons, beside years and la- 
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and yet these are very good ones. Upon my 
TCCmnr after half a year amoug you, thete vould be to 
ine desiderio ftec pudor nee modus, I was three years 
recoociling myself to the scene, and the business, to 
Which fortune had condemned me*, and stupidity was 
what I had recourse to. Besides, what a figure should 
I make in London, ^vhile my friends are in poverty, 
exile, distress, or imprisonment, and my enemies with 
rods of irob ? Yet I often threatened myself with the 
joum^, and am every summer practising to get health 
to b^Bur it : the only inconvenience is, that I grow old in 
the experiment. Although I care not to talk to you as 
a divine, yet I hope you have not been author of your 
colic ; do you diiuk bad wine, or keep bad company ? 
Are you not as many years older as I ? It will not be 
always ei iibi quos iniki dttnpserit apponet ojinos. I am 
heartily sorry you have any dealings with that ugly dis- 
temj^r, and I believe our friend Arbuthnot will recoita- 
mend you to temperance and exercise. I wish they 
ctfuld have as good an effect upon the giddiness I am 
subject to, and which this moment I am not free from. 
I should have been glad if you had lengthened your let- 
ter by telling mc the present condition of many of my 
old acquaintance, Congreve, Arbuthnot, Lewis, cVc. but 
you mention only Mr. Pope, who I believe is lazy, or 
else he might have added three lines of his own. I am ' 
extremely glad he is not in your case of needing great 
men^s favour, and could heartily wish that } ou were in 
hial I have been considering why poets have such ill 
success in making their court, since they are allowed to 
be the sreatest and best of all flatterers : the defect is 
diat they flatter only in print or in writing, but not by 
word of mouth : they will give things under their hand 
which they make a conscience of speaking. Besides, 
^ey are too libertine to haunt antichambers, too poor to 
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bribe poi'ters aod footmen, and too proud to cringe to se- 
cond-hand lavoiirites in a great family. Tell me, are 
you not under original sin by the dedication of your 
eclogues to Lord Bolingbroke ? I am an ill judge at 
tliis distance; and besides, am, for my ease, utterly ig- 
norant of the commonest things that pass in the world; 
but if all courts have a sameness in them (as tlie parsons 
phrase it) things may be as they were in my time,*^ 
-when all employments went to parliament-men's friends, 
who had been useful in elections, and there was always 
a huge list of names in anears at the treasury, which 
would at least take up your seven years expedient to 
discharge even ode half. I am of opinion, if } ou will 
not be olTcnded, that the surest course would be to get 
your friend who lodged in your bouse, to recommend 
you to the next chief governor who comes over here, for 
a goo<l civil employment, or to be one of his secretariesi 
which your parliament-men are fond eoough o( when 
there is no room at home. The wine b good and rea- 
sonable ; you may dine twice a week at the deanery- 
house ; there is a set of company in this town sufficient 
lor one man ; folks will admire you because tbey have 
read you, and read of you ; and a good employment will 
make you live tolerably in London, or sumptuously 
here ; or if you divide between both places^ it will be 
for your health. 

I wish J could do more than say I love you. I left 
you in a good way both for the late court, and tbe suc- 
cessors ; and by the force of too much honesty or too 
little sublunary wisdom, you fell between two stoob. 
Take care of your health and money ; be less modest 
and more active; or ■■ he turn parson and get a bishop- 

*• At what period of tiinr, in the English hi8tor7, was net tbit thf! 
•'iiree, and the true stale of Uiings !• Dr Warton. 
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lie hen : would to God Ihcj would send us as good ooes 
fam jour side ! 

I am ever, Sic. 



FROM MR. rOPE. 

Jan. 12, 1722-3. 

I FIND a rebuke io a letter of jouri that both stings 
lad pleases me extremely. Your saying that I ought to 
have writ a postscript to my frieiul Gay's, makes me not 
C9fit€ot to write less than a whole letter ; and your seem- 
iag to take his kindly, giires me hopes you will look up- 
«i Ibia as a sincere effect of friendship. Indeed, as I 
Cttmot bat own the laziness with which you tax me, and 
with which I may equally charge you, for both of us 
have had (and one of us has both had and given ^) a sur- 
feit erf writing; so I really tliought you wouM know 
jaOfBelf to be so certahdy entitled to my friendship, that 
it was a possession you could not imagine stood in need 
if waxy fartlier deeds or writings to assure you of iL 

IVlMiteTer you seem to think of your withdrawn and 
Kperate state at tliis distance, and in this absence, Dean 
Swift Htcs still in England, in every place and company 
wliere he would choose to live, and I fiiid him in all the 
eoovenations I keep, and iu all tlie hearts in which I 
denre any share. 

We have never met these many years without men- 
tioo of you. Beside my old acquaintance, I have foood 
that all my friends of a later date, are such as were 
yooii before ; Lord Oxford, Lord Harcourt, and Lord 
Harley, may look upon me as one entailed upon them 

* ADading to hb large work on Komer. Waubv^O's. 
VOL. XVI, W 
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by you : Lord Bolingbroke is now returned (as I hope) 
to take me with all his other hereditary rights ; and, in- 
deed, he seems grown so much a philosopher, as to set bis 
heart upon some of them as little, as upon the poet yea 
gave him. It is surely my ill fate, that all those I most 
loved, and with whom I most lived, must be banished. 
After both of you left England, my constant host was the 
Bishop of Rochester.^ Sure this is a nation that is 
cursedly afraid of being overrun with too much polite- 
ness, and cannot retain one great genius but at the ex- 
pense df another.f I tremble for my Lord Petetfaorow, 
whom I now lodge with ; he has too much wit, as well 
as courage, to make a solid general ;} >ind if he escapes 
being banished by others, I fear he will banish bimsell 
This leads me to give you some account of the manner 
of my life and conversation, which has been infinitely 
more various and dissipated, than when you knew me 
and cared for me ; and among all sexe% parties, and pro- 
fessions. A glut of study and retirement in the first part 
of my life, cast me into this : and this, I begin to see, 
will throw me again into study and retirement 

The civilities I have met with from opposite sets of 
people, have hindered me from being violent or sour to 

* Dr. Atterbury. Warburton. 

t The Bishop of Rochester thought this to be iideed the caie ; vat 
that the price agreed on for Lord Bolingbroke'B refaim, wai hit baa- 
ishment; an imagination which so strongly possened him when be 
went abroad, that all the expostulations of his friendi eould not con- 
vince him of the folly of it Warburton. 

X This Mr. Walsh seriously thought to be the case, where, in a let- 
ter to Mr. Pope, Sept 9, 1716, he layi: ** When we were in the 
North, my Lord Wharton showed me a letter be bad received ihini ft 
critain great general in Spain (Lord Peterborow) I iM bin I woaU 
by all means bare that general recalled, and set to writing here at 
home, ftnr it was impossible that a man with so much wit ai he shov- 
ed, could be fit te command an army, or do any other bunnea. W^r- 
StaTM* 
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mgr ptrtj; but at the same time the observatious ami 
ttpeneoces I caDOOt but have collected, have made me 
JesB food of, aod less surprised at anj : I am therefore 
the more afflicted, and the more angrj, at the violences 
apd hardships I see practised by either. The merry 
▼dn you knew me in, is sunk into a turn of reflection, 
thai has made the world pretty indifferent to me ; and 
yet I have acquired a quietness of mind, which by fits 
improves into a certain degree of cheerfulness, enough 
to make me just so good humoiu-ed as to wish that world 
wtAL My friendships are increased by new ones, yet 
DO part of the warmth I felt for the old is diminished. 
Averricms I have none, but to knaves, (for fools I have 
tearoed to bew with) and such I cannot be commonly 
ciTil to ; for I think those men are next to knaves who 
oooverse with them. The greatest man in power of this 
sort shall hardly make me bow to him, unless I had a 
persooal obligation, and that I will take care not to have. 
The top pleasure of my life is one I learned from yoii» 
both how to gain, and how to use the freedom of friend- 
flUp, with men much my superiors. To have pleased 
.great men, according to Horace, is a prause; but not to 
have flattered them, aod yet not have displeased them, 
^ a greater. I have carefully avoided all intercourse 
with poets and scribblers, unless where by great chance 
I have found a modest one. By these means I have 
had no quarrels with any personally : none have bee^ 
eoemies, but who were also strangers to me ; and aa 
there is do great need for an €claircissement with sucfa^ 
whatever they writ or said I never retaliated, not only 
never seeming to know, but often really never knowing, 
any thing of the matter. There are very few things 
that give me the anxiety of a wish ; the strongest I have 
would be to pass ray days with you, and a few such as 
yqu: but fate has dispersed them all about the worlds 
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and I find to ivisli it is as vain as to mth to see the 
uiillcnnium and the kingdom of the just upon earth. 

If I have sinned in my long silence, consider there is 
one to whom you yourself have been as great a sinner. 
As soon as you see his hand, you will learu to do me 
justice, and feel in your heart how long a man may be 
silent to those he truly loves and respects. 



TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

MY LORD, Dublin, Jan. 24, 1722-3. 

I RECEIVED lately from the Dean of Dowue, a fa- 
vourable message from your «rrace, relating to a clergy- 
tiian, who married my near relation, and whose estate b 
much encumbered by a long suit at law. I return my 
most humble acknowledgments for your grace^s favoura- 
ble answer. I can assure your grace, that in those 
times, when I was thought to have some credit with per- 
sons in power, I never used it to my own interest, and 
very rarely for that of otiiers, unless where it was for 
the public advantage ; neither shall I ever be a trouble- 
some or common petitioner to your grace. I am aorry ^ 
the Archbishop of Dublin"^ should interpose Mu petty 
matters, when he has justly so much weight iu things of 
greater moment. How shall we, the humblest of yoiir 
addressers, make our way to the smallest mark of your 
favour ? I desired your secretary, Mr. Hopkins, (whom 
I have long known) to deal plainly with me, as with a 
man forgotten, and out of the world, and if he thought 
my request unreasonable, I would drop it. This he fail- 
ed to do : and therefore I here complain of him to your 

» Dr. WiMiain King. B. 
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grace, aod will do so to himself, because I have loog 
doue with court answers. 

I heartily wish your grace full success in all your 
great and good emleavours for the service of your coun- 
try, and particularly of this king<lom ; and am, with 
ihe greatest respect, my lord, your grace's most obedient, ^ 
and most Imoibic servant, 

JOX SWIFT. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

Ij)ndon^ Feb, 3, 1722-3. 

You made me happy in answering my last letter in 
10 kind a manner, which, to common appearance, I did 
not deserve; but I believe you guessed my thoughts, 
and knew, that I had not forgot you, and that I always 
kived you. W^hen I found, that my book was not sent 
to you by Tooke, Jervas undertook it, and gave it to 
Mr. Maxwell, who married a niece of Mr. Meredith's. 
I am surprised you have heard nothing of it ; but Jervas 
has promised me to write about it, so tliat I hope you 
will liave it delivered to you soon. Mr. Congreve I sec 
often : he always mentions you with the strongest ex- 
pressions of esteem and friendship. He labours st^lf 
under the same afflictions, as to his sight and gout ; but, 
ID his intervals of health, he has not lost any thing of 
hb cheerful temper. I passed all the last season with 
him at the Bath, and I have great reason to value my- 
telf upon his friendship ; for I am sure he sincerely 
wishes me well. We pleased ourselves with the 
thoughts of seeing you there ; but Duke Disney, who 
knows more intelligence than any body besides, chanced 
to give us a wrong ioformation. If you had been there, 



286 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

journies to Rantavao ! Answer all this, aud be my mag" 
ntis ApoUiK We have new plays and new libels, and 
nothing valuable is old but Stella, whose bones she re- 
commends to jou. Dan desires to know whetlier yon 
saw the advertisement of your being robbed — and so I 
conclude, 

Yom*s, &x. 

T. 



TO MR. GAY. 

Dublin^ Jan. 8, 1 722-3. 

Coming home after a short Christmas ramble, I found 
n letter upon my table, ami little ex;)ccted when I open- 
ed it to read your name at the bottom. The best and 
greatest part of my life, until these fast eight yean, I 
spent in Ens;! and; there I made my fiiendsbips, awl 
there I left my desires. I am condemned for ever to 
another country ; what is in prudence to be done ? I 
think, to be oblllusque mcorum^ ohliviscenthis et iUis. 
AVhat can be the dcsi;;n of your leUer but malice, to 
wake me out of a scun'y sleep, which however is bettor 
than none? I am toward nhje years older since I left 
} oil, yet that is tiie least of my alterations ; my busiucss, 
liiy diversions, my conversations, ai*e all entirely changed 
fur tlie wor^e, and so are my btudies and my amusements 
jn writing; yet, after all^ tliis humdrum way of life 
mi^hl be passable enough, if you would let me alone. I 
fliall not 1x5 able to relish my wine, my parsons, my. 
horfcs, nor my garden for lliiee months, until ll»c spirit 
you have raised hhail be dispobsessed. I have some- 
times wondered that I have net visited you, but I have 
been stopped by too many reasons, beside years and la- 
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and yet these are very good ones. Upon my 
Mnrtf after half a year amoug you, there vould be to 
Be dgsiderio nee pudor nee modus. I nas three years 
leeoDciling myself to the scene, and the business, to 
lihich fortune had condemned me*, and stupidity was 
what I had recourse to. Besides, what a figure should 
I malEe io London, while my friends are in povcriy. 
csile, distress, or imprisonment, and my eucmics with 
rods of iron ? Yet I often threatened myself with the 
journey, and am every summer practising to get health 
to bear it : the only inconvenience is, that I grow old ih 
the experiment. Although I care not to talk to you as 
m divine, yet I hope you have not been autlior of your 
colic; do you diiuk bad wine, or keep bad company :* 
Are you not as many years older as I ? It will not be 
always ei lihi quos mihi dcmpserit apponet annos. I am 
heartily sorty you have any dealings with that ugly dis- 
temper, aud I believe our friend Arbuthnot will recom- 
mend you to temperance and exercise. I wish they 
could have as good an efTcct upon the giddiness I am 
subject to, and which this moment I am not free from. 
I should have been glad if you had lengthened your let- 
ter by telling me the present condition of man} of my 
old acquaintance, Congreve, Arbuthnot, Lewis, vVe. but 
you mention only Mr. Pope, who I believe is l&zy, or 
else he might have added three lines of his own. I am ' 
extremely glad he is not in your case of needing <;rccit 
men^s favour, and could heartily wish tliat you were in 
hisl I have been considering ^Iiy poets have such ill 
success in making their court, since they are allowed to 
be the greatest and best of all flatterers : the defect is 
that they flatter only in print or in writing, but not by 
•word of mouth : they will give things under their hand 
which they make a conscience of speaking. Besides, 
they are too libertine to haunt antichambers, too poor to 
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bribe posters and footmen, and too proud to cringe to se- 
cond-hand favourites in a ^eat family. Tell me, are 
you not under original sin by the dedication of your 
eclogues to Lord Bolingbroke ? I am an ill judge at 
tills distance ; and besides, am, for my ease, utterly ig- 
norant of the commonest things that pass in the n-orld; 
but if all courts have a sameness in them (as the parsons 
phrase it) things may be as they were in my time,* 
-when all employments went to parliament-men's friends, 
who had been useful in elections, and there was always 
a huge list of names in an-ears at the treasury, which 
would at least take up your seven years expedient to 
discliarge even ode half. I am of opinion, if } ou will 
not be offended, that the surest course would be to get 
your friend who lodged in your house, to recommend 
you to the next chief governor who comes over here, for 
a goo<l civil employment, or to be one of his secretaries^ 
which your parliament-men are fond enough o^ when 
there is no room at home. The wine is good and rea- 
sonable ; you may dine twice a week at the deanery- 
house ; there is a set of company in this town sufficient 
for one man ; folks will admire you because they have 
read you, and read of you ; and a goofl employment will 
make you live tolerably in London, or sumptuously 
here ; or if you divide between botli places it will be 
for your health. 

I wish I could do more than say I love you. I left 
you in a good way both for the late court, and the suc- 
cessors ; and by the force of too much honesty or too 
little sublunary wisdom, you fell between two stools. 
Take care of your health and money ; be less modest 
and more active ; or Le turn parson and get a bishop- 

* At what period of timr, in the English historj', was net thii tffe 
■'jtsc, and the true stale of tkinKs !' Db. Warto.n. 
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lie kne : would to God thcj would send us as good ones 
jour ndel 

I am ever, ^c. 



FROAI MR. rOPE. 

■ 

Jan. 12, 1722-3. 

I FIND a rebuke in a letter of joiirs that both sting!^ 
aad pleases me extremely. Your saying that I ought to 
have writ a postscript to my friend Gay's, makes roe not 
cvntcot to write less than a whole letter ; and your seem- 
ly to take bis kindly, gives me hopes you will look up- 
ia lUi as a sincere eftcct of frienclship. Indeed, as I 
CttiDQt bat own the laziness with which you tax me, and 
with wbkh I may equally charge you, for both of us 
hare bad (and one of us has both had and given*) a sur- 
fat of writing; so I really tliought you would know 
jomelf to be so certainly entitled to my friendship, that 
k wai a pOBsession you could not imagine stood in need 
if any farther deeds or writings to assure you of it. 

'Whaterer you seem to think of your withdrawn and 
Kperate state at this distance, and in this absence. Dean 
SwUt fires still in England, in every place and company 
where be would choose to live, and I find him in all the 
cwvenations I keep, and in all the hearts in which I 
derire any share. 

We have never met these many years without men- 
tioo of you. Beside my old acquaintance, I have found 
that all my friends of a later date, are such as were 
jmsn before ; Lord Oxford, Lord Harcourt, and Lord 
Harley, may look upon me as one entailed upon them 

* ADoding to his large work on Homer. WARsrWON. 
VOt. XVI. N 
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by you : Lord Bolingbroke is now returned (as I hope) 
to take me with all his other hereditary rights ; and, in- 
deed, he seems grown so much a philosopher, as to set bis 
heart upon some of them as little, as upon the poet you 
gave him. It is surely my ill fate, that all those I most 
loved, and with whom I most lived, must be banished. 
After both of you left England, my constant host was the 
Bishop of Rochester.^ Sure this is a nation that Is 
cursedly afraid of being overrun with too much polite- 
ness, and cannot retain one great genius but at the ex- 
pense df another.f I tremble for my Lord Petetfaorow, 
whom I now lodge with ; he has too much wit, as well 
as courage, to make a solid general 4 and if he escapes 
being banislied by others, I fear he will banish bimaell 
This leads me to give you some account of the manner 
of my life and conversation, which has been infinitely 
more various and dissipated, than when you knew me 
and cared for me ; and among all sexes, parties, and pro- 
fessions. A glut of study and retirement in the first part 
of my life, cast me into this : and this, I begin to see^ 
will throw me again into study and retirement 

The civilities I have met with from opposite sets of 
people, have hindered me from being violent or sour to 

* Dr. Atterbury. Warburton. 

t The Bishop of Rochester thought this to be iideed the caie ; vat 
that the price agreed on for Lord Bolingbroke's return, wai hit baa- 
ishmont; an imagination which so strongly ponened him when be 
went abroad, that all the expostulations of his friends eould not con- 
vince him of the folly of it Warbubton. 

X This Mr. Walsh seriously thought to be the case, where, in a let- 
ter to Mr. Pope, Sept. 9, 1716, he says: ** When we were in tiw 
North, my Lord Wharton showed me a letter be bad received fttim ft 
crfUin great general in Spain (Lord Peterborow) I toU him I wooJd 
by all means hare that general recalled, and set to writing here at 
home, ftnr it was impossible that a man with so much wit as he shov^ 
•d, could be fit t» command an army, or do any other bosinesk Wic- 
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mgr ptrtj; but at the same time the observatious ami 
eiqperieaces I caDOOt but have collected, have made me 
lev fond of, and less surprised at any : I am therefore 
the more afflicted, aud the more angrj, at the violeoces 
apd hardships I see practised by either. The merry 
Tdn you knew me in, is sunk into a turn of reflection, 
that baa made the world pretty indifferent to me ; and 
yet I have acquired a quietness of mind, which by fits 
improves into a certain degree of cheerfulness, enough 
to make me just so good humoiu-ed as to wish that world 
wM, My friendships are increased by new ones, yet 
no pait of the warmth I felt for the old is diminished. 
Ayerricms I have none, but to knaves, (for fools I have 
tearoed to bew with) and such I cannot be commonly 
dvil to ; for I think those men are next to knaves who 
oonvene with them. The greatest man in power of this 
mrt shall hardly make me bow to him, unless I had a 
penooa] oUigation, and that I will take care not to have. 
Tlie top pleasure of my life is one I learned from yoii» 
both how to gain, and how to use the freedom of friend- 
sUp, with men much my superiors. To have pleased 
jreat men, according to Horace, is a praise; but not to 
have flattered them, and yet not have displeased them, 
^ a greater. I have carefully avoided all intercourse 
with poets and scribblers, unless where by great chance 
I have found a modest one. By these means I have 
bad DO quarrels with any personally : none have bee^ 
coemies, but who were also strangers to me; and aa 
there is do great need for an €claircissement with such^ 
wlntever they writ or said I never retaliated, not onlj 
never seeming to know, but often really never koowiog, 
any thing of the matter. There are very few things 
that give me the anxiety of a wish ; the strongest I have 
would be to pass ray days with you, and a few ssch as 
yqa: but fate has dispersed them all about the worlds 
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and I find to ^visli it is as vain as to vish to see tlie 
uiillcnnium and the kingdom of the just upon earth. 

If I have sinned in my long silence, consider there is 
one to whom you yourself have been as great -a sinner. 
As soon as you see his hand, you will learu to do me 
justice, and feel in your heart how long a man may be 
silent to those he truly loves and respects. 



TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

MY LORD, Dublin, Jan, 24, 1 722-3. 

I RECEIVED lately from the Dean of Dowue, a fa- 
vourable message from your grace, relating to a clergy- 
man, who married my near relation, and whose estate is 
much encumbered by a long suit at law. I return my 
most humble acknowledgments for your grace^s favoura- 
ble answer. I can assure your grace, (hat lo those 
times, when I was thought to have some credit with per- 
sons in power, I never used it to my own interest, and 
very rarely for that of otiiers, unless where it was for 
the public advantage ; neither shall I ever be a trouble- 
some or common petitioner to your grace. I am sorry ^ 
the Archbishop of Dublin"^ should interpose Mn petty 
matters, when he has justly so much weight iu things of 
greater moment. How shall we, the humblest of yotir 
addressers, make our way to the smallest mark of your 
favour ? I desired your secretary, Mr. Hopkins, (whom 
I have long known) to deal plainly with me, as with a 
man forgotten, and out of the world, and if he thought 
my request unreasonable, I would drop it. This he fail- 
ed to do : and therefore I here complain of him to your 

*= Dr. WiMJam King. B. 
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grace, and will do so to himself, because I have loog 
dooe with court answers. 

I heartily wish your grace full success in all your 
great and good endeavours fer the service of your coun- 
try, and particularly of this kingdom ; and am, with 
the greatest respect, my lord, your grace's most obedient, 
and most humble servant, 

JOX SWIFT. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

Low/o7J, Feb. 3, 1722.3. 

You made me happy in answering mj last letter in 
10 kind a maimer, which, to common appearance, I did 
not deserve; but I believe you guessed my thoughts, 
tiid knew, that I had not forgot you, and that I always 
kived you. When I found, that my book was not sent 
to yoa by Tooke, Jcrvas undertook it, and gave it to 
Mr. Maxwell, who married a niece of Mr. Meredith's. 
I am surprised you have heard nothing of it ; but Jervas 
has promised me to write about it, so that I hope you 
will have it delivered to you soon. Mr. Congrevc I sec 
often : he always mentions you with the strongest ex- 
pressions of esteem and friendship. He labours still 
uuder the same afflictions, as to his sight and gout ; but, 
ID his intervals of health, he has not lost any thing of 
his cheerful temper. I passed all the last season with 
hkn at the Bath, and I have great reason to value my- 
telf upon his friendship ; for I am sure he sincerely 
wishes me well. W^e pleased ourselves with the 
thoughts of seeing you there ; but Duke Disney, who 
knows more intelligence than any body besides, chanced 
to give OS a wrong information. If jou had been there, 
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(he duke promised, upon mj giving him notice, to make 
you a visit. He often talks of you, and inshes to see 
you. 

I was two or three days ago at Dr. Arbuthoot's, who 
told me, he had written you three letters, but had re- 
ceived no answer. He charged me to send you his ad- 
vice, which is, to come to England and see your firiehds. 
This he affirms (abstracted from the desire he has to 
^ee you) to be very good for your health. He thinks, 
that your going to Spa, and drinking the waters there, 
would be of great service to yqu, if you have resolutioo 
enough to take the journey. But he would have you 
try England first. I like the prescription very much, 
but I own, I have a self interest in it ; foryour taking 
this journey would certainly do roe a great deal of good. 
Pope has just now embarked himself in another great 
undertaking as an author ; for, of late, he baa talked 
only as^ a gardener. He has engaged to translate the 
Odyssey in three years, I believe rather out of a proa- 
pect of gain than inclination ; for I am persuaded he 
bore his part in the loss of ilie South Sea, He lives 
mostly at Twickenham, and amuses himself in hia bouie 
and garden. I supped about a fortnight ago with Lord 
Batliuist and Lewis, at Dr. Arbuthnot'a. Whenever 
your old acquaintance meet, tliey never fail of express- 
ing their want of you. I wish you would come, and be 
convinced, that all I tell you is true. 

As for tlie reigning amusement of the town, it if en- 
tirely music; real fiddles, base- viols, and hautboya; not 
poetical harps, lyres, and i eedn. There's nobody allow* 
ed to say, I sing, but an eunuch, or an Italian woman. 
Every body is grown now- as great a judge of music at 
they were, in your time, of poetry ; and folks, that could 
not distinguish one tune from another, now daily dispute 
.About the different styles of Handel, Bouoncinf, aod 
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AtdBo. FMple have noir forgot Homer, and Vir»il, 
tod CsMur; or, at least, they have lost their ranks. 
For, io London and Westminster, in all polite cooversa* 
tiaii% Seneano is daily voted to be the greatest man that 
ever fiyed. 

I an obliged to joa for jour advice, as I have been 
Smm t kly far your assistance, iu introducing me into b«i- 
rineflL I shall thb year be a commissioner of the state 
lottery, which will be worth to me a hundred and fiftj 
foandB^ And I am not without hopes, tliat I have 
friends that will think of some better and more certain 
povimm for me. You see I talk to you of myself, as 
a tbiog of consequence to you. I judge by myself ; for 
to hear of your health and happiness, will always be 
ooe of my greatest satisfactions. £very one that I have 
■aaed in the letter, give their service to you. I beg 
you to give mine, Mr. Pope^s, and Mr. Kent's,^ to Mr. 
Ford. I an, dear shr, 

Your most iaithful and most humble servant, 

J. GAY. 

F.& Mj paper wasso thin, that I was forced to make 
nae of a cover* . I do not require the like dvility in 
retttnu 



TO THE REV. MR. WALUS. 

DybUn, Ftb. }2, 1722-3. 
I irouij> have been at Laracor and Athboy before 
DOW, if an ugly depending chapter business had not 

* A celebrated gardener, to whom Pope, speaking of Eeher, a 8&t 
of the late Mr. PelhamV, pays a most elegant compliment ; 
•*- Where Kent aod Nature vie for Pclham's love." H- 
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by you : Lord Bolingbroke is now returned (as I hope) 
to take me with all his other hereditary rights ; and, in- 
deed, he seems grown so much a philosopher, as to set his 
heart upon some of them as little, as upon the poet you 
gave him. It is surely my ill fete, that all those I most 
loved, and with whom I most lived, must be banished. 
After both of you left England, my constant host was the 
Bishop of Rochester.^ Sure this is a nation that is 
cursedly afraid of being overrun with too much polite- 
ness, and cannot retain one great genius but at the ex- 
pense df another.f I tremble for my Lord Petetfaorow, 
whom I now lodge with ; he has too much wit, as well 
as courage, to make a solid general 4 >ind if he escapes 
being banished by others, I fear he will banish blmaell 
This leads me to give you some account of the manner 
of my life and conversation, which has been infinitely 
more various and dissipated, than when you knew me 
and cared for me ; and among all sexes, parties, and pro- 
fessions. A glut of study and retirement in the fint part 
of my life, cast me into this : and this, I begin to see, 
will throw me again into study and retirement 

The civilities I have met with from opposite sets of 
people, have hindered me from being violent or sour to 

* Dr. Atterbury. Warbcrton. 

t The Bishop of Rochester thought this to be iideed the caie ; aaA 
that the price agreed on for Lord Bolingbroke's rehirn, wai hit baa- 
ishment; an imagination which so strongly ponened him when be 
went abroad, that all the expostulations of his frienda eould not con* 
vince him of the folly of it Warbcbton. 

X This Mr. Walsh seriously thought to be the case, where, in a let- 
ter to Mr. Pope, Sept 9, 1716, he layi: " Wlien we were in the 
North, my Lord Wharton showed me a letter be had received fttn t 
Cf Itain great general in Spain (Lord Peterborow) I UM him I wonU 
by all means bare that general recalled, and set to writing here at 
home, tar it was impossible that a man with so much wit mi he show* 
•d, could be fit te command an army, or do any other bminen. Wir- 

SttTOflt 
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Wff pvty* bat at the same time the observatious and 
eiperieaoeg I canoot but have collected, have made me 
lev food of, aod less surprised at aoj : I am therefore 
the more afficted, and the more angrj, at the violences 
apd hardships I see practised hj either. The merry 
Tdn you knew me in, is sunk into a turn of reflection, 
that has made (be world pretty iDdifTerent to me ; and 
yet I have acquired a quietness of mind, which by fits 
improves into a certain degree of cheerfulness, enou«;fa 
Id make me just so good hummu-ed as to wish that world 
wolL My friendships are increased by new ones, yet 
no part of the warmth I felt for tlie old is diminished* 
Aversions I have none, but to knaves, (for fools I have 
feamed to bear with; and such I cannot be commonly 
dvil to ; for I think those men are next to knaves who 
ooDvene with them. The greatest man in power of this 
iort diall hardly make me bow to him, unless I had a 
penooal obligation, and that I will take care not to have. 
The top pleasure of my life is one I learned from yoii» 
both how to gain, and how to use the freedom of friend- 
ship, with men much my superiors. To have pleased 
j;reat men, according to Horace, is a praise; but not to 
have flattered them, aod yet not have displeased them, 
^ a greater. I have carefully avoided all intercourse 
with poets and scribblers, unless where by great chance 
I have found a modest one. By these means I have 
had no quarrels with any personally : none have beei| 
CDemies, but who were also strangers to me; and as 
there k no great need for an eclaircisBement with such^ 
whatever they writ or said I never retaliated, not only 
never seeming to know, but often really never knowing, 
any thing of tlie matter. There are vei}' few thing! 
that fpve roe the anxiety of a wish ; the strongest I have 
would be to pass ray days with you, and a few such as 
y«a: but fate has disperse them all about tha world:.. 
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and I find to ^visli it is as vain as to vish to see tbe 
uiillcnniuni and the kingdom of the just upon earth. 

If I have sinned in roj long silence, consider there is 
one to whom you yourself have been as great a sinner. 
As soon as you see liis hand, you will learii to do me 
justice, and feel in your heart how long a man may be 
silent to those he truly loves and respects. 



TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

MY LORD, Dublin, Jan. 24, 1722-3. 

I RECEIVED lately from the Dean of Dowue, a fa- 
vourable message from your grace, relating to a clergy- 
man, who married my near relation, and whose estate is 
nmch encumbered by a long suit at law. I return my 
most humble acknowledgments for your grace^s favoura- 
ble answer. I can assure your grace, that in those 
times, when T was thouglit to have some credit with per- 
sons in power, I never used it to my own interest, and 
very rarely for that of otiiers, unless where It was for 
the public advantage ; neither shall I ever be a trouble- 
some or common petitioner to your grace. I am Borry i 
the Archbishop of Dublin"^ should interpose 'in petty 
matters, when he has justly so much weight in things of 
greater moment. How shall we, the humblest of your 
addressers, make our way to the smallest mark of your 
favour ? I desired your secretary, Mr. Hopkins, (whom 
I have long known) to deal plainly with me, as with a 
man forgotten, and out of the world, and if he thought 
my request unreasonable, I would drop it. This he fail- 
ed to do : and therefore I here complain of him to your 

^ Dr. WiMiam King. B- 
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gmce, aod will do so to himself, because I have long 
doue with court answers. 

I heartily wish your ^race full success iu all your 
great and good endeavours for lhe.scrvice of your coun- 
try, and particularly of this kii)g<lom ; and am, with 
the greatest respect, my lord, your grace's most obedient, ^ 
and most humble servant, 

JOJS^. SWIFT. 



FROiNI MR. GAY. 

Ij>ndoji, Feb. 3, 1722-3. 

You made roe happy in answering my last letter in 
■0 kind a manner, which, to common appearance, I did 
not deserve; btit I believe you guessed my thoughts, 
and knew, that I had not forgot you, and that I always 
kived you. When I found, that my book was not sent 
to you by Tooke, Jcrvas undertook it, and gave it to 
Mr. Maxwell, who married a niece of Mr. Meredith's. 
I am surprised you have heard nothing of it ; but Jervas 
has promised me to write about it, so ttiat I hope you 
will have It delivered to you soon. Mr. Congreve I see 
often : he always mentions you with the strongest ex- 
pressions of esteem and friendship. He labours stjilf 
uuder the same afflictions, as to his sight and gout ; but, 
in his intervals of health, he has not lost any thing of 
his cheerful temper. I passed all the last season with 
him at the Bath, and I have great reason to value my- 
Kif upon his friendship ; for I am sure he sincerely 
wishes me well. We pleased ourselves with the 
thoughts of seeing you there ; but Duke Disney, who 
knows more intelligence than any body besides, chanced 
to give us a wrong ioformatioD. If you had been there, 
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the duke promised, upoo mj giving him notice, to ms&e 
you a visit. He often talks of you, and Irishes to see 
you. 

I was two or three days ago at Dr. Arbuthuot's, irho 
told Die, he had written you three letters, but had re- 
ceived no ansM'er. He charged me to send you bb ad- 
vice, which is, to come to England and see your friends. 
This he affirms (abstracted from the desire be has to 
sjee you) to be very good for your health. He think?, 
that your going to Spa, and drinking the waters diere, 
would be of great service to ypu, if you have resolution 
enough to take the journey. But he would have you 
try England first. I like the prescriptioD very much, 
but I own, I have a self interest in it ; foryour taking 
this journey would certainly do me a great deal of good. 
Pope has just now embarked himself in another great 
undertaking as an author ; for, of late^ he has talked 
only as- a gardener. He has engaged to translate the 
Odyssey in three years, I believe rather out of a proa- 
pect of gain than inclination ; for I am persuade'd he 
bore his part in the loss of Uie South Sea, He lives 
mostly at Twickenham, and amuses himself in his house 
and garden. I supped about a fortnight ago with Liord 
Bathuist and Lewis, at Dr. Arbuthnot's. Whenever 
your old acquaintance meet, tliey never fail of express- 
ing their want of you. I wish you would come, and be 
convinced, that all I tell you is true. 

As for the reigning amusement of (he town, it is en- 
tirely music; real fiddles, base- viols, and hautboys; not 
poetical harps, lyres, and rcedn. There's nobody allow- 
ed to say, I sing, but an eunuch, or an Italian woman. 
Every body is grown now as great a judge of music as 
they were, in your time, of poetry ; and folks, that could 
not distinguish one tune from another, now daily dispute 
.dd>out the different styles of Handel, Bouoncioi, tod 
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Allflfe. Beipk liive Dour forgot Homer, and Vir|f I, 
aad GsHr; or, at least, they have lost their raolu. 
FW, io Loodoq and Westminster, iu all polite cooverBa. 
tionii Sonedno is dailj voted to be the greatest mao that 
fived. 
I an obliged to yoa for your advice, as I have beeo 
for jour assistaocc, iu introducing me into bu- 
I shall this year be a commisBiouer of tlie state 
btleij, vhlch will be worth to me a hundred and fifty 
And I am not without hopes, tliat I have 
that will think of some better and more certain 
jmwUon far me. You see I talk to you of myself, as 
a fMag of cousequence to you. I judge by myself ; for 
to hear of your health and happioess, will always be 
of mj greatest satisfactions. £very one that I have 
in the letter, give their service to you. I beg; 
yon la give mine, Mr. Pope's, and Mr. Kent's,^ to Mr. 
FsrriL I am, dear sir, 

Year most faithful and most humble servant, 

J. GAY. 

f.tL Mf paper wasso thin, that I was forced to make 
MB of a cover* . I do not require the like civility in 
idHiik 



TO THE REV. MR. WALUS. 

DybUiiy Ftb, ^2, 1722-3. 
I irouu) have been at Laracor and Athboy before 
DOW, if an u<;1y depending chapter business had not 

* A celebrated gardener, to whom Pope, speaking of Eeher, a s&t 
of Uielmte Mr. Pelham^s, pays a most elegant compliment ; 
•^ Where Kent and Nature irie for Pclham's love." H,- 
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tied me here. There is a long difficulty, that concenn 
the government, the archbishop, the chapter, the dean, 
Dr. Howard, and Robia Grattan, and I knoir- not 
\rhether it will be determined in a month. All my de^ 
sign is, to do a job for Robin Grattan ; but the rest have 
their difTerent schemes and politics, too deep aod too 
contemptible for me to trouble myself about them. 
Mean time you grow negligent^ and the improvemeoU 
at Laracor are forgotten. I beg you will stop there for 
a day or two, and do w liat is necessary now, before the 
scRson is too late ; and 1 will come when this affair is 
over, and bring down wine (which will not be ready till 
then, for it is but just bottled ;) and we will be merry at 
your house and my cottage. 

I sent yoiu' memorial, drawn up by myself, with my 
opiuicn u^'oii it, and a letter to Di*. Kearney, to recoiD- 
nieud it to the primate. I likewise desired Mr* Moi]gaQ 
to second it. I have in vain hitherto sought Dr. Keav- 
iicy, but shall find him soon ; and I intend to engage Dr. 
Worth and Mr. Cross, and probably all may come to 

nothing Sed quid tcfitare nocehit ? The ladies are as 

usually — Mrs. Johnson eats an ounce a week, vhkh 
frights me from dining with her. My crew has dniok 
near three hoj^sheads since I came to town, and we must 
take up with new when I come down. I suppose you 
are in the mid&t of spleen and justice. I have often an 
ill head, and am so unfortunate as to pick out raioy 
days to ride in. What is it to you that old Proby the 
painter is dead ? 

I am ever your's 

J. SWIFT, 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 297 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

xr LORD, Deanery House, Feb, 22, 1 722-3. 

Mr. Chetwode* iotends to deliver io a petition to 
the goveroment to day, and entreated me to speak to 
yonr grace before he delivered it, which not having an 
opportunity to do, I make bold to enclose th letter, 
which your grace may please to read ; and is the siib- 
itaooe oi what he desired me to say. I am, 
With the greatest respect, my lord. 
Your grace's most dutiful 

And most humble servant, 

JON. SAVIFT. 



TO ROBERT COPE, ESQ. 

DubUn,MayU,\123. 
I PUT up your letter so very safe, that I was half ai^ 
boar looking for it I did not receive it till a few days 
before I came to town : for I often changed stages, and 
my last as well as my first was at Woodpark with Mr. 
Ford. This is the first minute of leisure I have had to 
answer you, which I did not intend to do, till I heard yoa 
.were come and gone from hence like a spright I will 
tell you that for some years I have intended a southern 
journey ; and this summer is fixed for it, and I hope to 
set out in ten days. I never was in those parts, nor am 
acquainted with one Christian among them, so that I 

* Knightlj Chetwode, Esq. who had very good pretensions to an 
Eogliali peerage, for which he presented several memorials^ but to 
oojporpose. B. 

K 2 
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shall be little more than a passenger ; from theoce I g 
to the bishop of Cloofert,* Mho expects me, and pr 
tends to be prepared for me. Yoii need not take so muc 
pains to invite me to Loughgall. I am grown so peeviil 
that I can bear no other country place in this kiogdon 
I quarrel every where else, and sour the people I go i 
as well as myself. I will put the gireatest complimei 
on you that ever I made ; which is to profess sincere] 
that I never found any thing wrong in your house, an 
that you alone of all my Iiish acquaintance have fouo 
out the secret of lovii\g your lady and children, wii 
some>eserve of love for your friends, and, which is roor 
without being troublesome ; and Mrs. Cope, I thinlc, e: 
eels even you; at least you have made me think so, ar 
I beg you will deceive me as long as I live. The wor 
of it is, that if you grow weary of me (and I wondi 
why you do not) I have no other retreat. The neigi 
hours you mention may be valuable, but I never wai 
them at your house ; and I love the very spleen of yc 
and Mn. Cope better than the mirth of any others yc 
can help me- to ; it is indeed one additional good ci 
cumstance that Tihdell will be absent. I am aony 
say so of an old acquaintance ; I would pity all infim 
ties that years bring on, except envy and loss of goc 
nature ; the loss of the latter I cannot pardon in any oi 
but myself. My most humble service to Mrs. Copi 
and pray God bless your fireside ! It will spare S 
Jinnyt the trouble of a letter, if he knows from you : 
a few days that I intend in a week from your receivii 
this to begin my journey ; for he promised to be my cioi 
panion. It is probable I may be at Clonfert by the fa 
ginning of July. It is abominable that you will gel b 

• Dr. Tbeophilus Bolton. N. 

f A Glcrg^man in the ncishboorhoodt F. 
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of Prior's guineas. If joa want news, seek otber 
eorrespondeots. Mr. Ford is beartilj weaiy c^ up, for 
'vant of company. He is a tavern man, and few here 
fo to taTema, except such as will uot pass with hini ; 
and, what is worse, as much as he haa travelled, he can- 
not ride. He will be undone when I am gone awaj ; 
jret he does not think it convenient to be in London 
dmliig these hopeful times. I have been four hours at 
a conunissioo to hear the passing of accompt?, and 
tfaaught I should not have spirits left to begin a letter ; 
but I find myself refreshed with writing to you. Adieu, 
and do me the justice to believe that no man loves and 
istcems you more than yours, &c. 



TO THE SAME* 

June 1, 1723. 
I WROTE to you tliree weeks ago ; perhaps m le ter 
■■carried : I desired you would let Or. Jinny knoip 
thai I intended my journey in ten days after my letter 
would reach you ; and I staid five or six more, and do 
■ow leave this town on Monday, and take a long 
aoutbem journey, and in five or six weeks hope to get 
to the iHshop of Clonfert's. My letter to you was very 
|bd|^ and lull of civilities to you and Mrs. Cope, and it 
ii a fnty it should be lost. I go where I was never be- 
without one companion, and among people where I 
DO creature; and all this to get a little exerciM, 
far curing an ill head. Pray reproach Dr. Jinny souod- 
Iy» if you received my letter, and sent my message i 
far I know not where to direct to him, but thought yott 
angfat hear of him once a week. Tour fiiend Ford: 

keega still in Ireland^ and paases the summer at hia 

iv3 
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country house with two sob^ ladies of his and my 
quaiataoce. If there be time after my being at CI 
fertfl will call at Lougbgall; though IwisKyou wo 
come to the bishop's, if Mrs. Cope will give you les 
It seems they are resolved to find out plots here w 
the parliament meets, in imitation ef England ; and 
chief justice and postmaster are gone on purpose 
bring them over, and they will raise fifty thous 
pounds on the papists here. The bisliop of Met 
says, '' the bishop of Rochester was always a silly 
low." 

I wish yon many merry meetings with TisdelU ' 
graziers will be ruined this year. Praised be God 
all things! Bermudasf goes low. The walk tov 

^ Dr. Joha Evans^; whose urbanity may be estimated fWni 
conduct to Dr. Swift in 1721. N. 

f Alluding to Dr. Berkeley*8 project of founding a ooiveni 
Bermudas. This excellent divine, by Dr. Swift's reconunenda 
went to Sicily with Lord Peterborow, as secretary and chai^ 
Uis letters to Mr. Pope from Leghorn and Naples (see that F 
Works) make us regret that there are only three of them. On< 
ter to him from Mr. Pope is in Mr. Duncombe's coUectioo. D 
Dr. Berkeley's absence, Trinity College, Dublin, of which he wai 
one of the senior fellows, created him, in 1717, D. D. by dip] 
fie returned to Ireland in 1718, and in 1721 was advanced t 
deanery of ^Derry ; where he was no sooner setUed tbao be So 
the benevolent plan which he published, in 1725, under the tit 
'^ A Proposal for the better supplying of Churches la our Fo 
Plantations, and for converting the Savage Americans to Chrif 
ty, hy a College to be erected in tlie Summer Islands, oCherwiK 
ed the Isles of Bermuda.^ Having obtained a royal charter^ 
Berkeley set sail for Rhode-Island in Sept 1728. But, not fi 
himself supported in this laudable design, by those who alone 
render it eficctual, he returned to England in 1731 ; and, in a m 
preached at Bow cluirch, Feb. 18, 1731-2, before the society foi 
pupating the Gospel, gave a f^ll account of his pious labours. £1 
promoted to the bishopric of Cloync, March 5, 1733; in whkl) 
station he steadily persevered in his truly patriotic endeavoun 
vefit the commimity, as appears by some valuable tracts in tl 
lame of bis miscellanies, 1752. The Earl ef ChesteMcld, who 
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the Bishop of Ckxifert's is full of grass. The college aod 
I are fiaJleo oat about a guinea. We have some baug- 
■1^ but few weddings. The next packet will bring ua 
wavd of the king and Bidiop of Rochester's^ leaving 
Eqglaiid; a good joumej and speedj return to one, and 
the other, is an honest whig wish. And so I remaio, 
ever entirely yours, &c. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROK£.t 

' I AM not so lazy as Pope, and therefore you must not 
expect firom me the same indulgence to laziness; in de- 
feodiDg his own cause he pleads yours, tod becomes your 
advocate while he appeals to you as his judge : You will 
do the same on your part ; and I, and the rest of your 
COBMMKI friends, shall have great justice to expect from 
two nch righteous tribiuials; you resemble perfectly 
the two alehouse-keepers in Holland, who were at the 
fluile time buigomasters of the town, and taxed one 
another's bills alternately. I declare beforehand I will 
aoC stand to the award ; my title to your friendship is 
good, and wants neither deeds nor writings to confirm it ; 
bat annual acknowledgments at least are necessary to 
preserve it : and I begin to suspect, by your defrauding 



of Ireland, oficred hioi a rich€>r see ; which he with great 
declined. He died at Chrfbrd, in the 73d jear of his age, 
Jbb. 1753; having settled there a few months before, to soperintend 
tte education of iM son. N. 

• Dr. Atierfaury embarked at Dover, June 18, 1723. See the Epis- 
fiolary Correspondence of that learned Prelate, vol II. p. 274. N. 

f This letter was printed at the end c^ the quarto edition very laultt- 
\f (as for instance, Jrabians for Zalrians, Egyptian Sens for utrs^ 
te.) occasioned by its being taken from CurlPs stolen copy only: the 
\\ having been since reconrered aiQong Dr. Swifts papers, it {» 
correctly printed. F . 
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me of them, that you hope io time to dispute it, and to 
urge prescription against me. I would not say one word 
to you about myself (since it is a subject on which you 
appear to have no curiosity) were it not to try how far 
the contrast between Pope's fortune and manner of life, 
and mine, may be carried. 

I have been, then, infinitely more uniform, and less 
dissipated, than when you knew me and cared for me. 
That love which I used to scatter with some profusion 
among the female kind, has been these many years de- 
voted to one object. A great many misfortunes (for so 
they are called, tiiough sometimes very improperly) and 
a retirement from the world, tiave made that juat and 
nice discrimination between my acquaintance and my 
friends, which we have seldom sagacity enough to make 
for ourselves : those insects of various hues, which iised 
to Imm and buz about me while I stood io the sunshine, 
have disappeared since I lived in the shade. No man 
comes to a hermitage but for the sake of the hermit ; a 
few pliilosophical friends come oden to mine, and they 
are such as you would be glad to Kve with, if a dull cli- 
mate and duller company have not altered you eztreme- 
ly from what you were nine years ago. 

The hoarse voice of party was never heard in this 
quiet place ; gazettes and pamphlets are banished from 
it, and if the lucubrations of Isaac Bickerstaff be admit- 
ted, this distinction is owing to some strokes, by which it 
is judged that this illustrious philosopher, had (like the 
Indian Fohu, the Grecian Pythagoras, the Persian Zoro- 
aster, and others his precursors among the Zabiana, Ma- 
gians, and the Egyptian seers) both his outward and his 
inward doctrine, and that he was of no side at the bot- 
tom. When I am there, I forget I ever was of any par- 
ty myself; nay, I am often so happily absorbed by the 
abstracted reason of things, that I am ready to ima^ne 
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therfe never was toy such momter as party. Alas ! I 
am flooo awakened from that plea«o«^ dream by the 
Greek and Roman hbtorians, by GukciardiD, by Ma- 
cfai&Tel, and Thuaous ; fer I have vowed to read no 
idrtory of our own country, till that body of it which 
you promise to finish, af^iears. 

I am under no apprehensions that a glut of study and 
letkenent should cast me back into the hurry of the 
wofid : on the contrary, the single r^ret which I ever 
feel, is, that I fell so late into this course of life; my 
phyosophy grows confirmed by halnt, and if you and I 
meet again, I will extort this approbation from you* 
'ham non cmtsUio banuSj sed nure to perductus^ tri jimi 
redtfacert possim, skd msi redefacere nen pas' 
The little incivilities I have met with from oppo> 
site sets of people, have been so far from rendering me 
violent or sour to any, that I think myself obliged to 
tbefld all : some have cured me of my fears, by showing 
me bcm impotent the malice of the world b ; others have 
cured me of my hopes, by showing how precarious po- 
pular firiendships are ; all have cured me of surprise. In 
driving me out of party, they have driven me out of 
cnned company ; and in stripping me of titles, and rank, 
and estate^ and such trinkets, which every man that will, 
may spare, they have given me that wliicu no man can 
be happy without 

Reflection and habit have rendered the world so in- 
<Sfierent to me, that I am neither afflicted nor rejoiced, 
angry nor pleased, at what happens in it, any farther 
than personal friendships interest me in the affairs of it, 
and this principle extends my cares but a little way. 
Perfect tranquillity is the general tenor of my life : good 
digestions, serene weather, and some other mechanic 
ifrings, wind me above it now and then, but I never fall 
Mow it; I am sometimes gay, but I am never sad; I 



304 LETTERS TO AND FROM 

have gained new friends, and have lost some old ones ; 
mj acquisitions of this kind give me a good deal of 
pleasure, because thej have not been made lightly. I 
know no vows so solemn as those of friendship, and there- 
fore a pretty long noviciate of acquaiutanpe should me- 
thinks precede them ; my losses of this kind give me 
but little trouble, I contributed nothing to them, and a 
friend who bi-eaks with me unjustly, is not worth pre- 
serving. As soon as I leave this town (which will be in 
a few days) I shall fall back into that course of life 
which keeps knaves and fools at a great dbtance from 
me : I have an aversion to them both, but in the ordi- 
nary course of life, I think I can bear the seosible 
knave better than the fool : One must, indeed, with the 
former, be in some or other of the attitudes of those 
wooden men whom I have seen before a sword cutler's 
shop in Germany ; but even in these constraioed pos- 
tures, the witty rascal will divert me : and he that in- 
verts me does me a great deal of good, and lays me under 
an obligation to him, which I am not obligCKi to pay ia 
another coin : the fool obliges me to be almost as much 
upon my guard as the knave, and he makes me no 
amends ; he numbs me like the torpor, or he teases me 
like the fly. This is the picture of an old friend, and 
more like liim than tliat will be which you once asked, 
and which he will send you, if you continue still to de- 
sire it. Adieu, dear Swift, with all thy faults I love thee 
entirely ; make an ciTort, and love me on with all mine. 
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TO DR. SHERIDAN. 



Clonfert, Aug. 3, 1 723. 

No, I cannot possiblj be with you so soon, there arc 
too manj rivers, bogs, and mountains between ; besides, 
whea I leave this, I shall make one or two short visits 
10 nj my to Dublin, and hope to be in town by the end 
of this month ; though it will be a bad time, in the hur- 

ly of your lousy p 1. Your dream is wrong, for 

Ifab bishop is not able to lift a cat upon my shoulders; 
but if you are for a curacy of twenty-five pounds a year, 
and ride five miles e\'ery Sunday to preach to six beg- 
gars, have at you : and yet this is no ill country, and 
the bishop has made, in four months, twelve miles of 
ditches fiom hb house to the Shannon, if you talk of im- 
proviDg. How are you thb moment ? Do you love or 
hate Quika the most of all places ? Are you in or out of 
humour with the world, your friends, your wife, and your 
ichool ? Are the ladies in town or in the country ? If I 
kaeW) I would write to them, and how are they in 
health ? Q^iUca (let me see) (you see I can (if I please) 
make parentheses as well as others) is about a hundred 
■ila from Clonfert ; and I am half weary with the four 
hnodred I have rid. With love, and service, and so 
adieu. 

Yours, &c. 



TO MR. POPE. 

DubHfi, Sepi. 20, 1723. 

.BxTCRNiNG from a summer expedition of four months 
an aocouut of my health. I found a letter from you, with aQ 
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appendix longer than yours from Lord Bolingforoke. I 
betieve there is not a more miserable malady than an ud- 
villingness to vrrite letters to our best friends, and a man 
might be philosopher enough in finding out reasons for it. 
One tiling is clear, that it shows a mighty difTerence be- 
twixt friendship and love, for a lover (as I have heard) 
iS| always scribbling to bis mistress. If I could permit 
myself to believe what your civility makes you say, that 
I am still remembered by my friends in England, I am 

in the right to keep myself here Nan sum qualis 

eram, I left you in a period of life when one year does 
more execution than three at yours, to which if you add 
the duhiess of air, and of the people, it will make a terri- 
ble sum. I have no very strong faith in your pretend- 
ers to retirement, you are not of an age for it, nor have 
gone through either good or bad fortune enouglT t<» go 
into a comer, and form conclusions de c4nUemp(u muwH 
etfuga saetUij unless a poet grows wear> of too much 
applause, as ministers do of too much weight of busioess. 

Your happiness is greater than your merit, in choos- 
ing your favourites so indilTerently among either party ; 
this you owe partly to your education, and pai tly to 
your genius employing you in an art in which faction 
has nothing to do, for I suppose Vii^il and Horace are 
equally read by whigs and tones. You have no more 
to do with the constitution of church and state than a 
christian at Constantinople ; and you are so much the 
wiser and the happier, because both parties will approve 
your poetry, as long as you are known to be of neither. 

Your notions of friendship are new to me ;* I believe 
every man is born with his quantum, and he cannot givO' 
to one without robbing another. I very well know to 
whom I would give the first places in my friendship, but 

* Yet tbry vf tiie cbrittian notiODB. Waabibton. 
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tbej are not io tbe waj : I am condemned to aootber 
scenes and therefore I distribute it in pennyworths to 
tfaoie about me, and who displease me least; and sliould 
4a the saoie to mj fellow prisoners, if I were condemn- 
ed to jaU* I can likewise tolerate knaves much t>etter 
than foob, because their knavery does me no hurt in the' 
oooneice I have met with them, which however I own 
is more dangerous, tliough not so troublesome, as that of 
ibob. I have often endeavoured to establiEh a friend- 
lUp among all men of genius, and would fain have it 
done ; they wee seldom above three or four contempora- 
ries, and if they would be united would drive the world 
Mare them. I think it was so among the poets in the time 
of Augustus : but envy, and party, and pride, have hin- 
dered it among us. I do not include the subalterns, of 
whkh jou are seldom without a lar^ tribe. Under the 
name of poets and scribblers, I suppose you mean the 
tela you are content to see sometimes, when they hap- 
peo Id bt modest ; which was not frequent among them 
vUle I W9B in the world. 

1 would describe to you my way of living, if any me- 
thod could be called so in this country. I choose my 
companions among those of least consequence and most 
compliance : I read the most trifling books I can find, 
and whenever I write, it is upon the most trifling sub- 
jeeta : but riding, walking, and sleeping take up eighteen 
of the twenty-four hours. I procrastinate more than I 
did twenty years ago, and have several things to finish 
which I put off to twenty years hence ; Hac est viia s^- 
biiarum, Sx. I send you the compliments of a friend of 
yours, who has passed four mouths this summer with two 
grave acquaintance at his country house, without ever 
ooce going to Dublin, which is but eight miles distant; 
yet when he retiu*ns to London, I will engage you shall 
hud him as deep in the court of requests, the park, the 
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operas, and the coffee-house, as any man there. I am 
DOW with him for a few days. 
You must remember me with great afiectioo to Dr. 

Arbuthoot, Mr. Cougreve, aod Gay 1 think there are 

DO more eodem tertios between you and me, except Mr. 
Jervas, to whose house I address this, for want of know- 
ing where you live : for it was not dear from your last 
whether you lodge with Lord Peterborow, or he with 
you ! I am ever, &c 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT.* 

DEAR SIR, Nov. , 1723. 

I HAVE as good a right to invade your Bolitude as 
Lord Bathurst, Gay, or Pope, and you see I make use 
of it. I know you wish us all at the devil for robbing 
a moment from your vapours and vertigo. It b do mat- 
ter for that ; you shall have a sheet of paper every poit 
till you come to yourself. By a paragraph io youn to 
Mr. Pope, I find you are in the case of the mao, who 
held the whole night by a broom brush, and found when 
daylight appeared, he was within two Inches of the 
ground. You do not seem to know how well you stand 
with our great folks. I myself have been at a great 
man's table, and have heard, out of the mouths of vio-> 
lent Irish whigs, the whole table turn all upon youf 
commendation. If it had not been upon the general 
topick of your good qualities, and the good you did« I 
sliould have grown jealous of you. My intention in 
this is not to expostulate, but to do you good. I know 
how uniiappy a vertigo makes any body, that has the 

«^ Eadorseil, *♦ Received Nov. 17, 1723." W. 
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to be troubled with it I might have been 
deep in it myself, if I had had a mind, and I will pro- 
poK a core fiir you, that I will pawn my reputation up- 
on. I have of late sent several patients in that case to 
the Spa, to drink there of the Geronstcre water, which 
vill not carry from the spot. It has succeeded marvel- 
loualy with them all. There was indeed one, who re- 
lapaed a little this last summer, because he would not 
take my advice, and return to his course, that had been 
too rimrt th'e year before. But, because the instances of 
cfflinent men are most conspicuous, Lord Whitworth, 
our plenipotentiary, had this disease, (which, by. the 
way, 18 a little disqualifying for ^at employment ;) he 
was 80 bad, that he was often forced to catch hold of 
any thing to keep him from falling. I know he has re- 
covered by the use of that water, to so great a degree, 
that be. can ride, walk, or do any thing as formerly. I 
leave this to your consideration. Your friends here 
wiriitosee you, and none more than myself; but I real- 
ly do not advise you to such a journey to gratify them 
or myself; but I am almost confident, it would do you a 
great' deal of good. The dragon is just the old man, 
wben he is roused. He is a little deaf, but has all his 
other good and bad qualities just as of old. Lord 

B -"is much improved in knowledge, manner, and 

every thing else. The shaver* is an honest friendly 
man as before ; he has a good deal to do to smother his 
Welsh fire, whicli, you know, he has in a greater degree 
than some would imagine. He posts himself a good 
part of the year in some warm house, wins the ladies' 
money at ombre, and convinces them, that they are high- 

* Erasaias Lewi*, Esq. who ia Dr. SwifL^s imitation oT Horace, ep. 
^ vii. b. Lis so called: 

•* This Lewis i« an arrant shaver." B. 
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\y obliged to him. Lord and Lady Maabain, Mr. ^ill^ 
and Mrs. Hill, oftea remember jm with alTection. 

As for your hamble servant, irith a great stone in bii 
right kidney, and a family of men and women to pro- 
vide for, he is as cheerful as ever. In public affairs, he 
has kept, as Tacitus says, Medium iter inter vile wermt^ 
uni, el abruptam conUnnaciam. He never raib at a 
great man, but to hb face ; which, I can assure yoii» be 
has had both the opportunity and license to do. He has 
some few weak friends, and fewer enemies : if any, he 
is low enough to be rather despised than pushe<hat fagr 
them. 

I am faitlifully, dear sir, 

Your affectionate humble servant, 

J. ARBUTHNOT, 



PROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOmD. 

&m, Dm. 9, 1723. 

I FIND by yours of the 6th of November, vhich I 
did not receive till last night, that you have been so 
good as to remember your poor relation here. But as 
your three last never came to hand, I tliink it very 
happy that you have kept your liberty thus long ; for I 
cannot account kf my not receiving them any other 
way, than that they were stopped in the postrofice, and 
interpreted, as most innocent things are, to mean some' 
thing very dutant from the intention of the writer or 
actor. 

I am surprised at the account you give me of that 
part of Ireland you have been in ; for the best I expect 
(com. that grateful country is to be forgotten by the in- 
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habitants. For, to remember with aoy kindnesB one 
under the frowns of the court, is not a gilt the Irish are 
endowed with. I am veiy sonj to hear you have got 
the spleen, where a man of jour sense must every daj 
meet with things ridiculous enough to make jou laugh ; 
l|ttl I am afraid, the jests are too low to do so. Change 
ff air is the best thing in the world for your ^temper. 
And if not to cure yourself, at least, have so much good- 
DCv for your friends here, as to come and cure us ; for 
it ii a distemper we are overrun with. I am sure your 
•oaqnoy would go a great way toward my recovery ; 
far I assure you, nobody has a greater value for yoa 
than I have, and hope I shall have the good fortune t» 
ice.you before I^die. 

I have no sort of correspondence with the person y<Hi 
Inve not seen, and wonder at nothing they do, or do 
■otdo. 

I will let your brother* and mine know, that you 
iCBember him in my letter. He is as good a man as 



I am afraid you will wish you had not encouraged my 
aarftibling to you, when you find I am still such an in- 
dpid correspondent ; but with that, which 1 hope will 
v^afce some amends, am with great sincerity and reelect* 
your most faithful friend and humble servant 

* la the sociefy of nxtaen, Charlei, Lord Batler of Weston, and 
Eul of Arran, brother to the Duke of Ormood, on irhoee attaiDder 
ie was dcctvd chancellor of the onircrritj of Oiford, B. 



312 LETTERS TO AND FROM 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE.^ 

Dec. 25, 1723. 

Never letter came more opportunely than jour last. 
The gout had made me a sccood visif, and several per- 
sons were congratulating with me on the good effect of 
tlie waters, which had determined my former illness to a 
distemper so desirable. My toe pained me ; these com- 
pliments tired me ; and I would have taken my fever 
again to give the gout to all the company. At that in- 
stant your letter was delivered to me, it cleared my 
brow, diverted my ill humour, and, at least, made me 
Ibrget my pain. I told the persons, who were sitting 
round my bed, and who testified some surprise at so 
sudden a change, that this powerful epistle came from 
Ireland ; at which, to say the truth, I did not observe 
that their surprise diminished. But the dullest fellow 
among them, who was a priest, (for that happens to be 
the case sometimes in this count r},) told the others^ that 
Ireland formerly had been called insida sanctorum : tiiat 
by the acquaintance he had at the Irish college, he made 
uo doubt of her deserving still the same appellation t 
and that they might be sure the three pages were filled 
with mcUiere d'tdificaticru, ct matiire de consolaiiony 
which he hoped I would be so good as to communicate 
to them. A learned rosicrusian of my acquaintance, 
who is a fool of as much knowledge and as much wit as 
ever I knew in my life, smiled at the doctor's simplici- 

♦ This letter appears to liavr bi-ni vrrittrn from France, though 
(iOrd Bolingbrokp had come ov»»r to England iu the latter end o! 
.Tune tliis year, in ordrr to pl»:ad ljii» pardoo, which ha'l passed iho 
se lis on tlie 28th of May. I* 
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tj ; obBerved, that tbe effect was too suddcD for a cafise 
so heavy in its operatioDs ; said a great man j extrava- 
gant things about natural and theurgic magic ; and in- 
Ibnned us» that though the sages who deal in occult scir 
eoces have been laughed out of some countries, and 
drivea out of others, yet there are, to his knowledge, 
many of them in Ireland. I stopped these guessers, 
and others who were perhaps ready, by assuring them, 
that my correspondent was neither a saiot nor a con- 
jurer. They a^ked me, what he was then ? I answer- 
ed, that they should know it from yourself; and open- 
ing your letter, I read to them in French tbe character 
whkh you draw of yourself. Particular parts of it 
vere approved or condemned by every one, as every 
ane's own habits induced him to judge; but they aU 
agreed, that my correspondent stood in need of more 
ileep, more victuals, less ale, and better company. I 
defended you the best I coukl ; and, bad as the cause 
VBfl^ I found means to have the last wonl, which in dls- 
putea you know is tlie capital point. The truth is, 
liovevcr, that I convinced no body, not even the weak- 
ttt of the company, that is, myself. 

I flatter my friendship for you with the hopes, that you 
are really in the case in which you say that our friend 
Pppe seems to be ; and that you do not know your own 
character. Or did you mean to amuse yourself, like 
diat famous painter, who, instead of copying nature, tri- 
ed in one of his riesigns, how far it was possible to depart 
friHn bis original ? Whatever your intention was, I will 
not be brought in among those iVLcnds, whose misfortunes 
have given you an habitual sourness. I declare to you 
ance for all, that I am not unhappy, and that I never 
Aall be so, unless I sink under some physical evil. Re- 
tcench therefore the proportion of peevishness which yoa 

¥0L. xvs. e 
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set to 017 accouDt. You might for several other reasotf 
retrench the proportions, which you set to the account 
of others, and so leave yourself without peevishnen, or 
without excuse. ^ I lament, and have always lamented, 
your being placed in Ireland ; but you are worse than 
peevish, you are unjust, when you say, that it was either | 
not in the power or will of a ministry to place you in | 
England. Write minister^ friend Jonathan, and scrape 
out the words, either^ power, or ; after which the passage 
will run as well, and be conformable to the truth of 
things. I know but one man"^ who had power at tliat 
time, and that wretched man had neither the will nor the 
skill to make a good use of it. We talk of characters ; 
match me that, if you can, among all the odd phenomena 
which have appeared in the moral world. I have not a 
Tacitus by me : but I believe, that I remember your 
quotation, and as a mark that I hit right, I make do 
comment upon it. As you describe your public spirit, it 
*f'rras to me to be a disease, as well as your peevisboess. 
Your proposals for reforming the state are admirable : 
and your schemes concise. With respect to your hum- 
ble servant, you judge belter than yod did in a letter I 
received from you about four years ago. You seemed 
»t tiiat time not so afraid of the nightingale^s falling into 
the serpent's mouth. This reflection made me recollect, 
that I writ you at that time a long epistle iii metre. Af- 
ter rummaging among my papers, I found it, and send it 
with my letter : it will serve to entertaiii you the first 
fast day. I depend on tht; fidelity of your friendships 
that it shall fall under no eye but your own. Adieu. 
■ I read in English (for she understands it) to a certain 
lady, the passage of your letter, which relates to hen 
The Latin I most generously concealed. She desires 

» LorU,Oxford. .N 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 2tB 

to receive the complimeDts of one, who is so far from 
^ equal to fifty others of her sex, that she never, 
d herself equal to way one of them. She says, that 
188 neither youth nor beauty, but that she hopes on^ 
oog and iatimate acquaintance she has had with you, 
1 you Dicet, if that ever happens, to cast such a misl 
re your eyes, that you shall not perceive the want 
Ither of them. 
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set to 017 accoiiDt. You might for several other reasoi 
retrench the proportions, which you set to the accoon 
of others, aud so leave yourself ^without peevishnessi 
\¥ithout excuse. ' I Inment, aod have always lamented^ ' 
your being placed in Ireland ; but you are worse thac:^ 
peevish, you are unjnst, when you say, that it was eithei^^ 
iiot in the power or will of a ministry to place you ii 
England. Write minister^ friend Jonathan, and sera 
out the words, either, power, or ; after which the pai 
will run as well, and be conformable to the truth o' 
things. I know but one man"*^ who had power at that^ 
time, and that wretched man had neither the will nor ther* 
skill to make a good use of it. We talk of characters ^ 
match me that, if you can, among all the odd phenomeua 
wliich have appeared in tlic moral world. I have not a 
Tacitus by me : but I believe, that I remember your 
quotation, and as a mark that I hit right, I make do 
comment upon it. As you describe your public spirit, it 
«rrms to me to be a disease, as well as your peevisboess. 
Your proposals for reforming the state are admirable : 
and your schemes concise. With respect to your hum- 
ble servant, you judge better than yoii did in a letter I 
received from you about four years ago. You seemed 
at that time not so afraid of the nightingale^s falling into 
the serpent's mouth. This rcncction made me recollect, 
that I writ you at that time a long epistle in metre. Af- 
tor rummaging among my papers, I found it, and send it 
With my letter : it will serve to entertain you the first 
fast day. I depend on tlie UdeHty of your friendships 
that it shall fall under no eye but your own. Adieu. 
' I read in English (for she understands it) to a certaia 
lady, the passage of your letter, which relates to hen 
The Latin J most generously concealed. She desires 

» liOrd.Oxford. IV 



